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THE BRISTOL RIOTS, 



THEIR 



CAUSES, PROGRESS, AND CONSEQUENCES. 



PART I. 

Accounts of the Bristol Riots have already appeared ; 
but they have been considered either defectiye in infor- 
mation or delusive in their spirit — ^as written too near 
the events, or to serve purposes of local feeling. But 
the Bristol Riots perhaps less belong to local than to 
general history ; and, even among the records of these 
important and stirring times, mU be viewed and referred 
to with a deep interest. The writer of the following 
pages, therefore, is aware that he is treating a subject 
of great moment; that his Narrative can only acquire a 
value from its truth ; and he has strenuously endeavoured 
that his statements, whatever may be his arguments and 
conclusions, shall be correct. He makes no apology 
for occasionally adopting, in their very language, such 
authsntic docunients as have already been published. 
Nor can be withhold the expression of his admiration 
for at least one account, that taken from the ^^ Job Nott" 
paper, under the signature of Nehemiah, which, had it 
been somewhat more extensive, would have left no task 
to be performed. 

B 



2 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

lu treating this subject fairly, it mil be necessary 
to she^ ^hat was the general or the predominant po- 
litical feeling at Bristol, up to the very moment of that 
sudden impulse, which brought Earl Grey's Ministry 
into office ; and what change that impulse, and the 
consequent measures of the new Adminstration, effected. 
For the former purpose, it will be required to make a 
few remarks upon the state of Parties in that city ; and 
it will appear evident, tHat had not the most violent 
alteration taken place in the public feeling of large 
masses of the citizens, Bristol would never have been 
disgraced by the encouragement, nor deformed by the 
horrors of the riots. 

Besides the distribution of parties into Whig, Tory, 
and Radical, common to Bristol with nearly every part 
of the kingdom, two others, though not political, must 
be mentioned — the Corporation, and a Party opposed 
to some of their measures. 

The first of these two are the local Magistracy, 
composed of persons of various political opinions, and 
may contain a mixture of Tories, Whigs, and Radicals — 
and such likewise is the composition of the party op- 
posed to them. These two are strictly local ; nor would 
they come within the scope of this narrative, had not 
the differences between them engendered heats, which, 
however harmless in other times, in those of unprece- 
dented and unlooked for excitement must have liad a 
tendency to weaken the influence of the Magistracy, 
and are perhaps now regretted, on this account, by the 
greater part of the persons who were concerned in them. 

It is but fairness to the Magistrates that the facts and 
tendency of this controversy should be mentioned, other- 
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wise the public could not arriye at a right estimate of 
the performance of their duties. For it is but reasonable 
the public expectation from Authorities, in this respect, 
should be measured by the power they possess. 

Of the three political parties, the Tory was unques- 
tionably the most influential and numerous ; in proof of 
which it may be only necessary to refer to the general 
election of 1830. 

Nor can the great respectability and influence of the 
Whigs be denied. As if, by a tacit consent, these parties 
were unwilling, for mere party purposes, to try their 
respectiTc strength; and without any dereliction of 
principles on either side, they may be said to have been 
on the best understanding with each other. Thus for 
instance, at Mr. Davis's election, in July 1830, a rery 
great proportion of the Whigs gare their second votes 
to the Tory Candidate. Indeed it appeared evident, that 
the Whigs were nearly as much disposed to support the 
Government, and were as adverse to the Radicals, as 
the Tories themselves. And the mention of this cir- 
cumstance renders it not very necessary to say much 
about the strength of the Radical party. Without a 
question it contained some respectable persons, strongly 
inclined to Republican views ; but the mass were com- 
posed of all shades of political opinion and all grades 
of character, downward to the worst extreme, of dissen- 
tient andunsodal parts ^ having little in common except 
a real dislike to both Whigs and Tories ; all agreeing in 
a desire for change, and though ready to join either, to 
further their own ends, too undisguised, and it may be 
said too honest or too bold in their opinions, either to 
conceal their ultimate views^ various and inconsistent as 

b2 
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they were, or their real hostility to which ever party 
might call them into action. The peculiarity of the 
Radicals is, that having no one leader, and no one set 
of principles, they receire under their denomination the 
discontented, — ^the unsuccessful, who are ever inclined 
to ascribe to any thing but themselyes their failings, — 
the dissolute, who are naturally averse to the checks of 
law and religion, — ^the mass without political knowledge, 
— men of inflamed passions and little understanding and 
education — ^the envious of the rich, — the turbulent, — ^the 
idle, who would prefer the chance of plunder to the toil 
and humble gain of industry, — profligates of every des- 
cription, — the refuse of society; — ^and all, with their 
several undigested notions and views, seek an im- 
portance by attaching themselves to a party, which 
they find opposed alike to Whig and to Tory ; which 
opposition may in fact be considered the only principle 
of their junction. It is evident that this peculiarity, in 
times of legislative integrity, when Whig and Tory, and 
the large community who mix in political party, are 
all against them, constitutes their weakness, but in 
times of excitement, their strength — ^for they acquire a 
numerical force in proportion to the heats and divisions 
among the two great parties, and become formidable 
in their attempts to disturb the peace of society. It is 
true their triumph has hitherto been but temporary, 
yet the irruption (although contemptible as to any per- 
manent or ultimate effects on the British Constitution 
or British loyalty,) has often before inflicted very serious 
injury on the property and lives of the loyal and well- 
disposed in detached districts and towns ; but the first 
healing of State divisions has hitherto put an end to 
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them. Until lately, any attempt to attach these to eithar 
the Whig or Tory party, for the sake of their physical 
force, would haye been considered by all, as if by mutual 
consent, adyerse to the real political principles of both, 
and a parricidal act against the Constitution. 

It was not likely, therefore, that they would make 
proselytes from the ranks of Whig or Tory ; and as 
both agreed in considering Radical opinions utterly 
subversiye of the Constitution, no alliance was attempt- 
ed. The powerful aid they might haye giyen to either 
party, had the balance eyen been nearly equal, would 
haye been a triumph to themselyes ; yet by themselyes, 
though they might and did collect tumultuous assemblies, 
they had no efficient political power. 

This, probably, was not the state of feeling in Bristol 
only, but it was that of the country at large ; for the 
population do but follow broadly the great distinctions 
of party in the State ; — ^andit is wonderful how strong is 
this disposition of attachment, which will often keep 
together a party when the principles upon which it has 
been formed, and on which it may haye acted for 
ages, shall haye been scattered to the winds by some 
bold innoyator, commanding the admiration of the 
rest, and taking the lead. When leaders are of power- 
ful minds, it is easier to depose principles than men. 
Thus it will be obseryed how nearly the remark 
that haye been made upon the conduct of the great 
and leading Whig party in the State, are applicable to 
their adherents in Bristol. Out of attachment to their 
leaders, they are forced upon the same inconsistency, 
and with an esprit de corps, rather than reflection upon 
their principles, seek in ingenuity and sophistications to 
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account for and to justify their change of position. 
This principle of action in nature, is generally one of 
safety, — a safety guaranteed by the real political sound- 
ness and characters of the great leaders in the State ; 
but it may be rendered one of great danger, and a£Pord 
po^verftd persons the means of turning the whole course 
and current of human opinions, manners, a£Pections, 
and duties. And if social compacts were not frequently 
brought to this doubtful position, they would perhaps 
have an endless duration. It is this principle which 
makes the genius of one man all-powerful, and involTes 
the history of myriads of mankind in the incidents and 
circumstances of a few predominant characters. It is 
Csesar or Pompey that is to goyem the destinies of a 
world. 

Nor must it be omitted, in speaking of the state of 
parties in Bristol, that more than ordinary exertions 
had been recently made there, by societies formed for 
the express purpose of emancipating the slaves in 
the West Indian Colonies, and perhaps more indis- 
cretion shewn in the choice of language applied to 
those most deeply interested in the West India pro- 
perties ; and the careless use of the terms, liberty and 
slavery y and the promulgation of ill-digested notions 
on the very elements of society, arising out of these 
discussions, and rendered acrimonious by the peculiar 
character of the times, engendered a spirit in Bristol, 
(a city to which the West India interest has always been 
and must ever be of so much importance,) the future 
influence of which has not yet been either fiilly weighed 
or felt. And it is worthy of note, that this spirit arose 
in direct hostility to the leading interests in Bristol, and 
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a notion was inculcated mth great industry among the 
lowest orders, that the great merchants, to whom they 
had been wont to look up with respect, were drawing 
their resources from human blood, and were collecting 
their revenues through the whip and the slave driver. 
This feeling engendered, the names of slave and master 
became easily transferable, whenever the demagogue 
should find it an object worthy of his art. 

The state of parties and of public sentiment at Bristol, 
up to the Three Days at Paris, has been, it is confidently 
hoped, impartially represented. 

The consequences of that event are weU known. The 
Whigs, while the wound inflicted by Catholic Emanci- 
pation was still festering, and the Tories were vacillating 
and divided, made a desperate effort, took advantage of 
the ferment of the French Revolution, and succeeded in 
overthrowing the Administration. It was then, iinding 
themselves inexperienced in office, and conscious of 
weakness, that they might secure a lasting triumph over 
their fallen enemies, they threw themselves into an 
unholy alliance with the Radicals. It is fair to presume, 
they calculated on having more power than they really 
possessed over their new allies ; that they thought they 
should be able to direct, if not command ; but they soon 
found their new associates in power were too arrogant 
under the adoption to become any thing but masters. 

Is it probable, it has been asked, that these highly 
Aristocratic Whigs would seek an association that must 
be destructive of the Constitution ? Have they not 
great names, titles, reputation, and property, and all at 
stake ? Undoubtedly,-^and such has been the case in 
numberless instances in the history of the world : yet 
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kingdoms have been oyerthrown. Their intentions to 
see the State preserred are not brought into question, 
but their ability. They may be deluded — deceived — 
and hereafter, if they be allowed a respite for thought 
by their new and cruel SoTcreigns, lift up their heads 
in surprise, and bitterly regret that they had put so 
much to the hazard of a New Hope; the fallacious 
character of which is only to be discovered in the 
irremediable and tragic consequences of its failure. 
We know from experience that there are passions in 
men, that party inflames till they become dominant over 
judgment. It is not necessary that men should be 
scoundrels, villains, and traitors, to do as much harm as 
the worst villains and traitors can do. Self-deception 
leads often to greater ruin than evil intention. A long 
habit engenders a prejudice, and perverts reason. Or 
how shall we account for the contradictions in the same 
characters? If Earl Grey's speech to-morrow shall 
contradict Earl Orey's speech of to-day ; — ^if the Ministry 
have written most ably, and spoken in cooler days in 
direct contradiction to, nay in abhorrence of the very 
measures they are now adopting, to which period of their 
judgment are the public to look? Can the manifest 
open change afford any reasonable confidence. for the 
future. If their judgment be now good, it was then 
bad ; yet it is from that which, approving the present, 
we must pronounce bad, that we give them any credit 
for judgment at all. The public must not be deceived 
by high names, characters, or even the High stake the 
Ministers may have; for exactly such persons have 
destroyed empires, and have fallen with them. The 
same contradiction of opinions runs through the party. 
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They ^followed the leader;^ they called themselves 
WhigSy though not a rag of Whiggism remained about 
them ; they herewith bowed down to the despotism of 
!Earl Grey, and did not see that he was at the feet of 
the despotism of the mob. 

This honesty they all durst swear for, 
Though not a man of whom knew wherefore. 

So it was at Bristol ; — ^when the Ministry of Earl Grey 
sought a coalition with the Radicals, the Whigs in 
Bristol did the same — ^they joined forces with the 
extremes^ and their humbled commanders were hurried 
by a new military rabble into the Prstorium of Political 
Union, to be superseded, and receiye anew, with a show 
of thankfulness, their commissions of inferior rank. 

The general distress that affected the kingdom and 
threw numbers out of employ, or afforded but slender 
means of subsistence to the working classes, the 
causes of which it would be foreign to this narrative to 
enquire into, was perhaps as lightly felt at Bristol as at 
most places. The Colonial Policy, and the agitation of 
new and wild theories about Slave Emancipation, had 
indeed been injurious to the interests of the great West 
India merchants, the consequences of which have been 
since fully known ; but it does not appear that the poorer 
and labouring class were sufferers to any extent. The 
extensive coasting trade and encreased communication 
and trade with Ireland remained a beneficial source of 
employment ; and it may be safely asserted, that imtil the 
effects of the Reform Bill produced stagnation in all 
trades, and consequent distress, Bristol was more fortu- 
nately situated, with regard to provision for its poor and 
labouring classes, than perhaps any other city in the 
kingdom. 
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PART 11. 

Previously to entering more at large into the effects 
of the Refonn agitation, it will be necessary to state the 
excitement produced by the French Revolution. It has 
been shewn that the public feeling at Bristol, up to that 
period, was tranquil — ^was one of remarkable cof^ldence 
in the Tory Member. It may be as well to pass over 
the general feverish condition which that event produced 
in the Radicals throughout the kingdom, and how 
readily it gave them the command of the desperate rabble. 
The course of this Narrative will be best pursued by 
confining the inquiry to the particulars of the reception 
of that event in Bristol. 

A meeting was held at the Guildhall, on the 9th of 
September, 1830, to congratulate the French on their 
Revolution ; when the following resolutions were passed : 

''That the French People, by their forbearance in 
confining their efforts within the limits of constitutional 
resistance to the machinations of their late Government, 
so long as that Government adhered to the letter of the 
Charter, and by the caution, the moderation, the respect 
for civil order, and the sagacity with which they avail 
themselves of existing institutions, on the late resumption 
of their natural rights, have exhibited a signal and in- 
valuable example of national wisdom and virtue, which 
it may be expected, under the Divine Blessing, will be 
crowned with an abundant harvest of prosperity to that 
kingdom. 
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" That when the late infatuated French Government, 
by its infraction of the social compact, proclaimed itself 
the enemy of the rights of the nation, — the Inhabitants 
of Paris, by the promptitude, the energy, and the heroic 
self-devotion with which they defeated its treasonable 
attacks, entitled themselyes to the approbation and 
gratitude of the world at large. 

"That the scrupulous respect for the security of per- 
sons and of property, during the Civil War which raged 
for three days in the streets of a populous city, and 
especially the humane forbearance from vindictive or 
needless efiusion of blood, and the generous care for 
the security and support of the vanquished, which so 
honourably distinguished that memorable conflict, are 
unparalleled in the annals of the world, and give the 
fairest ground of hope that the progress of modem 
civilization, and the influence of popular forms of 
government, have already opened a new era in the 
History of Man. 

"That this Meeting is of opinion, that the grand 
exhibition of patriotic resistance to French Despotism, 
which has enobled that Nation, first manifested itself in 
the Province of Brittany, to the brave Inhabitants of 
which enlightened district the best thanks of every 
free man, and every friend of constitutional liberty is 
especially due. 

" That this Meeting cannot omit the opportunity of 
recording their profound admiration of the magnanimous 
patriotism which has recently crowned the eventfrd and 
virtuous life of the venerable General De La Fatett^ ; 
and that the Chairman be requested to forward a Copy 
of these Resolutions to that distinguished ornament 
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of the human race, to be by him communicated to 
the French people in such manner as he shall direct." 

It would have been prudence, perhaps, to have waited a 
little longer, to have been sure that these resolutions would 
have been justified by the subsequent measures of the 
French. It is hazardous to pour into the ears of impatient 
mobs idolatrous praise of revolutions — of a revolution 
effected in the streets, by the multitude against the Govern- 
ment, — ^their success against a military force ; — ^these are 
subjects for cautious admiration, nice survey, — ^for reflec- 
tion in the closet, rather than of hasty exposition in the 
public streets, and applause before a giddy multitude. But 
the danger of such proceedings becomes apparent when, 
in inflammatory language, appeals are made to the pas- 
sions, and they are enlisted on the side of hostility to 
the existing state of things in our own Constitutional 
Government. The dullest understanding can draw a 
parallel case. And 'Hhe People" return from such 
meetings, if wiser in the art of barricading and resist- 
ance, certainly not more contented nor more peaceable 
citizens — ^they nourish within them the fire that will 
one day break out into flame. Will the authors of the 
excitation then deny that they kindled the first sparks, 
and supplied the fuel, that shall have burst forth into 
conflagration? There is reason to fear they will. 
Confession is the tardiest of virtues, and seldom 
leaves home. 

It would be more curious than advantageous to the 
cause of this Narrative, to mark the inconsistency 
between the resolutions passed at that meeting, and the 
measures of the French Government subsequent to the 
three days, and which certainly form a part of that 
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Bevolation. But as we are told in the firo^ resolution 
to congratulate the French ** on their forbearance 
in €imftning their efforts within the limits of Consti- 
tutional resistance, to the machinations^ &c. of ^^ the 
sagacity with which they availed themselves qfeocisting 
institutions^ we cannot ayoid nmo remarking what 
little respect they hare since shown for their Constitu- 
tional Charter, and for existing and unoffending 
institutions. What have they done with their House 
of Peers ? Where is the respect for the Institution of 
Religion ? The multitude, in whose ears the praises of 
that day are still ringing, should at least be told by the 
parties who then influenced them, that these ulterior 
results do not merit their approbation. Nor can it be 
very judicious to pass a resolution at a public meeting 
in Bristol, expressing any '^ ground of hope that the 
progress of modem civilization^ and the influence of 
popular forms of Oovemment, have already opened a 
new era in the History of Man^ 

But if resolutions, preconcerted and digested, are in 
themselves unfit for the ear of a public meeting, it can 
obtain but little wonder if the speeches are found of a 
somewhat more unbridled licence. 

The fears of the cautious were treated with contempt 
— ^as of those who absurdly imagined that '^ Thrones 
were to be overturned — the Altars of Christendom 
were to be torn down — cloud-capt temples and gorgeous 
palaces were to pass away — War was to issue from his 
lair, with Atheism and Massacre at his side — 



JfFhUe at his heels, 



Leashed in Hke houndSy shall famine, sword and fire, 
Crouch for employment, ^^ 
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It is not yeiy desirable that the people should haye such 
passages of oratory to remember, lest they should in 
their madness apply them, and dy, in the words 
immediately preceding the quotation, ^^ O, /or a muse 
of Fire P* ^* But there was a second set of persons, 
(continued the speaker) who expressed their fears in a 
more reasonable manner. These gentlemen imagined 
that all this French caution, moderation and forbearance, 
sagacity and love for social order, were things too good 
a great deal to last, and they founded their fears on 
the circumstance of there having been no distinct 
recognition on the part of the French Govemment of 
Providential interference.'' Now, though our own 
Govemment, in their sagacity, have thought fit to 
imitate the French in this singular omission, it cannot 
be denied that the fears were reasonable. 

Another class of persons were thus pointed out to the 
people. ^^ But there was a third class of alarmists for 
whom he had not so great a respect as for the last, and 
they were those who laboured under sensibilities and 
sympathies exquisitely proportioned to the large interests 
they had at stake, and the craft which they supposed to 
be in danger. These were they who hated as well as 
feared revoluiionSj because they lead to reformations. 
These were they who, could they be dragged into the 
temple of truth, and made to speak their undisguised 
sentiments, would murmur away in something like this 
strain: ^I quake for my comfortable salary so long 
paid to me for doing just nothing at all,' exclaims some 
trembling sinecurist — *I fear for my large pension, 
saddled on the public purse for the sake of my great 
grandfather,' cries a right honourable idler — *• I fear for 
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my fat fees and perquisites of office/ says another — ^ I 
much preferred afiairs as they were,' yawns some slum- 
bering dignitary in Church or State — ^ things have gone 
on vastly well from generation to generation/ (he m^ant 
no parody) shout the small fry among the retainers of 
the Treasury 9 or the hangers-on of Govermnent, as they 
were justly termed. Among these, and such as these, 
who might be described as the pampered plunderers of 
the State, &C.'' 

Assuredly, if this language and such as this be held 
out to the people, it will in truth ^' murder sleep," and 
<< yawning dignitaries,'' and ^^ right honourable idlers," 
Treasuries and GK>yemments will be allowed to sleep 
no more, — or for ever. 

Another speaker says, — 

^^ They have separated the Church from the State.* 
(Immense cheering.) Some persons have asserted that 
this feature of the revolution endears it especially to 
Dissenters, because it is regarded by them as the earnest 
of the dissolution of Church and State in this country : 
as* a Protestant Dissenter, I hurl back the imputation 
with an indignant protest." 

It is very evident, that the ^^some persons" above 
mentioned had a clear insight into things, and saw that 
France would but marshal the way she should go, to 

* Even as a Dissenter, or as a Roman Catholic, I should 
recognize the utility of the Church Establishment, because the 
civil and ecclesiastical systems, mutually supporting and 
supported, constitute that fabric of the State wnich secures 
our persons, our property, and our privileges; and as |he 
Church has grown with the ^owth of tne British Constitution 
in its happiest periods, and is so interwoven with all its princi- 
ples, forms, and interests, it is clear that they must stand or 
fall together. 
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EJliglAnd under a Whig administration. It is hoped the 
Protestant Dissenter will see the benefit of this protest, 
and with the aid of his brethren, make it known where 
it may be effected. 

This same speaker is very eloquent upon our Consti- 
tution, and die passage is so directly in the teeth of the 
former orator, and of the present Whig doctrine, that 
it may be worthy of note, as well as that it is admirable 
in itself. It is thus : — 

^^ In the midst of all these commotions, our Consti- 
tution, like our Island, stands as a rock in the midst 
of the deep, defying the fury of the storm. On the 
summit, the flame of freedom blazes to illumine neigh- 
bouring nations in modelling their Constitutions after 
our own, as the most perfect pattern to imitate. The 
French nation hare profited by the model. In our 
Constitution they have seen the spirit and power of 
monarchy without tyranny — ^an aristocracy without 
oppression — and a popular goTernment without dis- 
order. They have, by imitating us, declared that 
our CansHtution cannot be understood without being 
admired — cannot be eiyoyed without being applauded 
by every one, who has sense enough to perceive its 
excellence, or gratitude sufficient to acknowledge its 
benefits.^ 

How soon, alas, has that sense and gratitude evapo- 
rated ! The Constitution was discovered almost imme- 
diately after this eulogy, to be a thing of naught — and, 
90 far fro9 the French beiug such fools as to imitate us, 
they have run a far wiser and wider course, and our 
new Grovernment, taking the reoommendation of the 
Edinburgh Review, are pulling our^s to pieces to 

o 
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re-build it on the kui French model,^ Sic iranmi 

gloria mundi — 

« So departs the gior» of the world:' 

But this admirable eulogy is not suffered to make a good 
impression, for another speaker rises to tell the multi- 
tude that ** The Press is the support of liberal principles, 
and if the great holders of boroughs in England do not 
take a warning by the French rcTolution, and let' us 
have a reformation of our system of representation, fee 
must have a revolution,^ 

This speech was not so effective then as it has since 
been, so little then did the people think of Reform. 
They had not been YnlniHttaiaiUy appealed to. 

It has been thought right to make these short extracts 
from the speeches delivered on the occasion of trans- 
mitting the congratulations of the Citizens of Bristol to 
the French upon ''their glorious Three Days,^ because 
it was the commencement of a system of gestation and 
appeal to popular passion, that has from that day been 
unceasingly in operation, vehement operation, up to 
the lamentable riots. What exact quantity of fiiel was 
then laid in, or whether the sparks were elicited that 
were subsequently to set the city in a blaze, will be best 
determined in the sequel. But notwithstanding the 
excitement which was destined to work in its due time, 
there are conclusions of some importance to this narra- 
tive to be drawn from that meeting. That then there 
were people who did not think so very meaply of our 
Constitution^ — ^nay, that not one in the whole assembly 
considered himself, as now unfortunately too many do, 
enslaved — ^and that Reform, yes, so late as at the 



THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 19 

meeting held the 9th of September, 1830, was a matter 
ihej rerj little, if at all, troubled their heads about. 

And this naturaUy leads to a consideration of the 
effect of Reform being ministerially offered to the people ; 
and the manner in which it was offered. 



c8 
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PART III. 

There is no need to enter into any detail of inter- 
mediate proceedings, of little importance to the subject, 
but proceed at once to the Reform Bill, the great mea^ 
sure and cause of popular excitement, brought forward 
by the new Administration which, in point of time, so 
shortly followed the meeting at Bristol that has been 
described. 

And here some further specimens of the deluding 
oratoiy of the system of agitation will be shewn ; and it 
may be worth remarking, that Queen-Square, the place 
where the most inflammatory speeches were delivered, 
was not more the scene of outrageous d^eds, than of 
words. 

But a few preliminary remarks are required, that the 
citizens of Bristol, whether orators or actors, may not 
bear aU the blame. There will be, without doubt, 
sufficient laid to their charge. Btit they iiad their 
supporters and instigators, and these must be brought to 
the inyestigation — ^for it was an extraordinary combi- 
nation that was able to effect such a condition of things, 
as should leave the second dty in the kingdom for days 
to the merciless unrestrained fury of an incendiary 
populace. 

The Reform Bill was proposed to the Legislature by 
the Ooremment, with a confession of its dangerous 
tendency. It was admitted by Lord J. RusseU to be a 
perilous experiment. 
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It may be here fairly asked, why was a measure of 
admitted danger brought forward; when the country had 
a right to expect that such measure having been so long 
the favourite premeditated sch^ne of the party in power, 
— having received the sanction of their matured judg- 
ment, their increased experience, — and above all, having 
been so frequently, unhesitatingly, and urgently pressed 
upon unwilling Administrations, and a people unusually 
sluggish in apprehending its advantages, (for during 
the last forty years it made no progress in the estima- 
tion of the public, except in times of peculiar excitement 
from other causes, — and ^^the people** still persisted, 
in common with the whole civilized world, in their 
admiration of the Constitution of England,) why, it may 
be asked, was a measure, which had all these advantages 
of time, judgment, and experience, for the due concoct« 
ing it, not fully divested of every thing like danger f 
If it was not in the nature of things that it should be 
exempt front peril, why was it not so laid before the 
Legislature, that every peculiarity and mischievous ten- 
dency might be eradicated or amended ? Why was it 
put forth with dictatorial authority ? ^^ We acknowledge 
it to be fraught with peril, but you shall not touch an 
iota of the component parts. You shall pass it — ^whole 
— we will not allow of alteration or remonstrance.^ 
This, indeed, was to exhibit a proud bearing to the 
world — ^but it is not the audacious front that always 
indicates confidence and soundness at the heart. If 
it proceeded from courage, was it not a courage bor- 
rowed from their supporters ? It was a confession of a 
degrading truth; — they had discovered their awn weak- 
ness, that their administration could not stand a months 
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ikat it was sinking fast into uniyersal contempt; and in 
tlidr zeal to maintain their party in place they sought 
a coalition with the Radicals and the populace. They 
did what no Government ever did before, — called in as 
judges between them and their more honourable oppo- 
nents, the low rabble, the desperate physical force, 
whom, if they professed to be a Oovemment, it was their 
first duty to restrain. These, however, were not to be 
won without a bribe. The bribe was large — ^it was 
political power. It was power — ^the power of a large 
dominion. It partook of the nature of that last and 
strongest temptation of Satan, when he offered ^Hhe 
kingdoms of this world and the glory of them.** The 
coalition was perfected — and every old Whig principle 
was swept away in its potency. Whig principle would 
have recommended a deference to a Parliament that 
had so scrutinized and thrown open to public gaze 
^ the Civil List," — that had rejected a Tory Administra- 
tion, and called the Whigs into power. But no— it was 
the fiat of the '^sovereign people" that the Bill of the 
bribe should not be questioned. Hence the boldness 
assumed — ^the dictatorial decision of the Ministry. Turn 
them out of the House, said the people, if they dare to 
hesitate — to suggest the slightest alteration. The 
fiat is obeyed. Is the Parliament dissolved on 
account of any evil suggestion it dared to give? 
Quite the reverse ; for the recommendation for which 
it was nominally ejected, is adopted. There must be a 
Parliament of the new coalition power — ^and the farce 
of an appeal to the ^' sense of the people" is enacted. 
The sense of the people is of course in agreement with 
the promises held out to them. Delegates, pledged. 
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chained doTm not only to the Bill, but to every measure, 
however mischieyoufii, of foreign or domestic character, 
until the Bill shaU have passed, are retmned to a 
British Parliament, at the instigation and under the 
unprecedentedly exercised authority and influence of the 
Whig Administration. But the Whig principles are 
sacrificed — ^they are positively extinct. The new prin- 
ciples are dominant, — dominant alike over the Ministers 
who, in their envy, admitted them to a parley, and over 
the best, the Conservative, interests of the country. 

These new principles, so directly contradictory to the 
old and many of them sterling good Whig principles, must 
be forced by a hired Press upon the Executive, lest they 
dare retract; and with the aid of the name of Oovem- 
ment, must be forced upon the admiration, or at least 
adoption, of all classes. 

For civil and religious liberty, a reign of terror must 
be commenced. If a Tory appear at an election, the 
cry is that he must be struck down. The Parson must 
be first insulted, and then crushed. The name of the 
King must be sent forth on errands of sedition and 
treason against the Constitution. The delegate Com- 
mons dare not oppose the Bill. If the Peers dare 
oppose it, they must be threatened with annihil ation. 
If the Bishops, they must be dismissed from their seats, 
and held up to the execration of an infuriate mob. The 
Church is against it — ^rob her of her tithes, and reduce 
her Ministers to the condition of parish paupers. Peers, 
Magistrates, Clergy, Gentry — all shall obey — or they 
shall not be fit to live. And (is it to be believed ?) these 
mandates — ^from the foul and slanderous breath of a 
malignant tyrant mob — are received, are fiuthered, are 
forced into execution by the Whigs ! 
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Is there no generous spirit yet amongst that once 
proud body to break this unnatural bondage; and be 
tree — ^to demand of their leaders the charter of their 
party, and to record in protestation the principles of 
their foundation ? Insecurity of property, the reckless 
annihilation of Civil Rights, and the desecration of 
Kehgion, are not in their charter. 

To them, in the moments of cool judgment, may the 
ConservatiTes appeal, and not without hope, that after 
their transgression they mil hear a better Toice ^^ in the 
cool of the day, and be afraid.*' Let them join the 
phalanx that still stands firm to the Constitution, and 
this detestable tyranny i?iill be of short duration. The 
^^ wiU of the people" here, is not the old wUl of the 
people, which they would have maintained. The people 
of England are not '^ the people'* of the Bill.* The cry 
for the Bill might even have been ten times greater, yet 



*For who are the people of England? Certainly not 
the wretched, vitiated mob, irhich is always found, when adverse 
circamstances encourage the demagogue to call it forth, in 
those districts where vicious indulgence and had habits render 
a crowded population fit fuel for the incendiary to inflame. 
Yet it is this description of persons to which factious orators, 
nay the Whi? Administration of this great country, lately gave 
the honoured name of the people of England, On the contrary, 
the people of England are composed of all the <' ranks, orders, 
and classes of the social community established in England, 
who, with their connexions and dependents, have a deep interest 
in the well-being of this organized system, as it is regulated by 
laws and ordinances, either subsisting for time immemorial, or 
framed by authorities constituted upon principles which have 
subsisted for time immemorial ;*' — while these tumultuous 
assemblies, to which the name of the people has been given, 
are mere excrescences, — aggregates of disaffected members,— 
which hang loose on society, and which, as exhibiting them- 
selves in tumult and intimidation, are in direct hostility to the 
people ; and in the opinion of every honest and Christian man, 
ongnt to be coerced by the laws of the people. 
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not the cry of the people, but the rabble. If bo profli- 
gate a Ministry can be imagined, let there be one diat 
shall offer to their people, from the dClO. renter domi- 
ward, the immediate distribution among them of the 
confiscated property of the Peers, the Church, and the 
Tories, ^ the Malignants.'* These people would be in 
ecstacy — they would puU down all that stood in oppo- 
sition to their wills. With this ministerial offer on their 
banners, they would be a desperate army to aid the 
Government. Neither then the cry, nor the will of ** the 
people** so taken, would be die will of England. 

And has not some hope, same expectation of this 
nature arisen and been fed ? Who can be so bold, in 
the face of the outrages in Bristol, to answer in the 
negatiye ? 

It is a glaring fact, that the ferocious rabble have 
been let loose upon the quiet of society ; and if they 
have restrained their hands, it has arisen from those old 
habits of respect to rights and property which we owe 
to our Constitution, and which are not yet eradicated ; 
or, in the hope that an Administration to whom they 
can dictate wUl give them a legal possession, they have 
abstained in the affected dignity of power,— or, as an 
orator expressed it in Queen-square, ^^ in the dignity 
of moderation." England is now actually governed 
by the Political Unions. The Parliament of Birming- 
ham issues edicts. There is little law, little punish- 
ment — (how long none !) Revolution is openly sought ; 
if by intimidation, and the form of law, well ; if not, 
by violence. And what encouragement, if we can call 
the inactivity, the paralyzed stupor of fear in a Govern- 
ment, encouragement, has been given to this feeling! 
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The greatest men in the kingdom, for birth, for dis- 
tinguished £Bune, for wisdom, for integrity, have been 
compelled to barricade their houses, an unsightly 
disgrace to the eye of a Government. Their houses are 
not safe, their persons are attacked, the boast that an 
Englishman's home was his *^ castle^' is no more, for 
even the castles are demolished, and where is the pro- 
tection ? None. The mansion of a nobleman adverse 
to the Bill is burnt down, — ^yet Ministers take no notice. 
The country is disgraced with outrage — they are still 
under the ^^ non-intervention^ compact — they dare not, 
or at least do not interfere. There is a general confi- 
denee in mischief. The impunities that have disgraced 
Ireland, have been felt, known, and demanded in 
England. Up to the time of the Bristol Riots, the 
vilest wretches travelled through the country, instigating 
the populace to outrage, under promise of absolute 
safety. Nay, it required but little art to persuade the 
world of this. Where was the punishment that could 
be pointed out in contradiction ? Was it not easy to 
point out the honour in which agitation was held, and 
all that it had attained ? There was more than reason- 
able expectation, to every man of ability to agitate, of 
rising above his low condition. Excitement was carried 
to its utmost, and the worst part of the populace of the 
kingdom were in the fever of Revolution. The Press, 
and the Demagogues, and the Political Unions, and 
Branch Political Unions, did their work, and well. The 
slanders uttered in Parliament against the Constitution, 
now issued through the P^ess, with, for the first time, the 
sanction of Government The inference was plain. The 
laws, or Acts of Parliament that deserved not the name. 
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were made by unconstitutional Parliaments ; — and were 
they to be respected? The Aristocratic Peers were 
odious Boroughmongers, and enslaved the people ; — 
ought they then to be endured ? The Bishops were 
sneered at by high authority, in Parliament assembled, 
and publicly denounced with the solemnity of the Seer 
and the Prophet; — they must, therefore, '^put their 
houses in order.^ Magistrates were in especial danger 
if they dared to punish — ^universally so in Ireland — and 
there was more than a commencement of a similar 
system in the counties in England. Nay, Government 
were in friendly, and deprecatory, and complimentary 
correspondence with Societies that openly professed a 
determination, a threat, not to pay taxes — ^who openly 
defied the laws, and denounced ^^ woe^ to those who 
enforced one agamst them. In such a state of feeling, 
allowed by the Gt)vemment, and, it might be said, 
produced to its extent with their full concurrence, could 
it be reasonably expected that the people would still 
respect laws — ^that they would have any wholesome fear 
before their eyes — ^that they would regard rights, pro- 
perty, or religion — ^that they would obey Mctgistrates — 
or that Magistrates would not with some justification 
shrink from the more strenuous exercise of their duties, 
in which they could see no line of safety, but the cer- 
tainty of a double danger, and no protection f 

If the Bristol Riots had originated solely in Bristol, 
these remarks would have been unnecessary. But they 
strictly, most strictly, belong to the chain of causes. 
The conduct of the Government, in the excitement they 
created and fed, and in the general immunity to out- 
rageous aets, was followed in admirable imitation, by 
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their partisans in Bristol. They became the means, by 
which the citizens were acted upoiii from without and 
within. There was a large party in the kingdom de- 
termined upon ReTolution,. and it was agreed that the 
first experiment should be tried in this unfortunate dty. 

If the proofe that will be adduced in corroboration of 
this be unsatisfactory, the charge will fall to the ground ; 
if they are of value, they tend to throw much of the blame 
from the citizens, or at least make them but partakers in 
a crime which they are now supposed to have originated. 

The public feeling in Bristol, up to the election in July 
1830, has been shewn ; so rapidly had the evil spirit of 
Revolution worked, that in the election which occurred 
ill May 1831, it was fearfully changed. It was then 
the Union of Trades, afterwards embodied into a Political 
Union, by tyrannical persecution, intimidated the free- 
men ; by threatened ^' civil** excommunication, the ma- 
jority, who were not freemen of the city, forced those 
who were, to give their votes at the dictate of the Union. 
Shortly after this the Union of Trades became the 
Political Union, and with a concealed President and 
concealed numberSj and by audacious threatenings and 
assumption of secret power, created a general apprehen- 
sion that paralysed the better part of the citizens. 

The fact is necessary to the Narrative, — ^the details and 
all the means used would render this undertaking too 
extensive. It is thought therefore sufficient to shew, in 
a more summary way, both the excitement and the 
feelings up to the very outbreaking. And this purpose 
will be best effected by extracts from proceedings and 
speeches, from the date of peace and tranquillity, to the 
moment and immediate occasion of the Riots. Perhaps 
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exact order may not be always observed, but they 
be taken from docnments accessible to all; and the 
Narrator mil not disgrace himself or degrade this his 
labour from the character he would desire it should 
obtain^ either by garbling any account, mis-quotadon, 
or attempting to attach a meaning either to acts or 
speeches, which he does not fully bdieve them to bear. 
And here let it be observed, he has little to do with the 
intention$ or motives of parties, but with the tendency 
of their proceedings. Whether they were weak, and 
the dupes of others, or whether they were criminal 
themselves, or any of them, is not here the question ; 
it is one in which they are now more nearly interested 
than the public; they may be considered as those who 
have paid in their ^'rent^ and contribution, and the means 
they have given are no longer in their own hands, or at 
their own discretion. 
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PABT IV. 

From the commencement ofthe Ministerial campaign, 
under the banners of the new coalition, there was no 
respite allowed. The fire of incessant agitation was 
kept up by the Reyolutioni8t*Reformer8' Press and 
Demagogues, in the previously tranquil city of Bristol. 

Mr. Protheroe, one of the present Members, thus 
addresses the freemen by letter, previous to the last 
election ; — 

^' Whether that settlement shall take place through 
Beform or through Revolution, — ^whether we shall at 
once reap the peaceful fruits, or be forced to win them 
through tempestuous agitation, will depend upon the 
promptness and decision with which the national will is 
declared.^ Now this is no hasty passage thrown oif in 
the heat of oratorical confusion, but a deliberate appeal 
to the people, that if they could not reap ^ the peaceful 
fruits,^ th^ must ^ wm them through tempestuous 
agitation f — ^it was a deliberate stab to the Constitntion, 
that thus set the will of the rabble, ^^ declared with 
promptness and dedsion,** above the deliberation and 
dedsion of the Three Estates of the Bealm. Had Mr. 
Protheroe a prophetic view of the intentions of the 
Revolutionists when he asked the Freemen, '^ Is the dty 
of Bristol blotted from the map of England ?** 

On anoth^ occasion, he informs an exdted multitude, 
that the Aristocracy are engaged in a struggle^' to obtain 
corrupt and obnoxious power, asserting their right to 
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treat their dependants as slaves, mthout firtedom of will 
or conduct." Of the Church lie thus sptaks : — 

^^A Church timidly clinging to yenerable abuses, 
instead of sagaciously yielding to the tudr and reasonable 
requirements of an enlightened and investigating era." 
Was it possible that Mr. Protheroe was ignorant of the 
exact nature of those requirements — did he not know 
to what specimens of the labours of ^^ the investigating 
era" the people would consider themselves directed? 
They had but to refer to their local Press for informa- 
tion, and they would find it in the same sheet with the 
praises of Mr. Protheroe. He knew that the *^ twopenny 
trash" and black lists were in their hands. 

At his election, without comment upon the iniquity, 
he tells the mobs that the Duke of Wellington had been 
^' exposed to the hootings and execrations of die popu- 
lace." He does not tell them undeservedly so ; and why 
then should not they extend their hootings and execra- 
tions to the respectable Tories of Bristol, who had 
been so liberally called ^^ robbers, and plunderers, and 
wicked ?" It was but a natural transfer — and the minds 
of the Bristol populace were equal to it. 

After the Bill had been rejected, and with all due 
constitutional form rejected — ^when it would have been 
judicious in a Member for the City to have allayed the 
consequent ferment, he prefers renewed agitation : — • 

** It is not a matter of so much importance (he says) 
that the voices of gentiemen should be heard, as that a 
demonstration should be made of the decided, unaltered, 
unchangeable mU of the people. (Cheers^ and cry of 
*^the SquareJ^J In the mean time, he hoped the 
Lords would learn a litde more virtue from the people 
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for whom Aey legislate. With regard to ulterior 
measures, in case of the bill being again rejected, he 
did not contempkte the necessity of any, so confident 
was he that die bill would pass ; but as the subfect of 
rentHng the taxes had been touched upon, he would 
say that it was their duty at thU moment to support the 
King and his Ministers, and not desist from meeting 
and petitioning till the Bill, was secured; if it should 
be again rg'ected, to that evil day they would leave tiie 
adoption of further measures.** (Cheering.) 

This is Teiy extraordinary language from a Member of 
Pariiament to the people. The Lords learning virtue 
fivm them / / Thefr decided wiU I ! What if tiiat wiU 
had been expressed not to pay taxes— the expression 
of which wiD has been declared by high legal authorities 
to be treasonable— what then?— he will "leave to tfiat 
evil day the adoption of further measures." What 
further measures— the refbsal to pay taxes ? Is this the 
meaning ? Is this the alternative recommended from a 
Member of Parliament to his constituents ? This is a 
point tiiat required the clearest speaking, for it required 
reproof— there ought to have been no mistake— and 
there mu no mistake. "The people" understood it 
weU-«nd were they thua taught to respect the laws ? 
This was indeed to kindle a flame that would reach the 
Cu8tom.house and Excise, when tiiey should come to 
thdr " further operations." 

He is particularly cheered in his very gross attack on 
the Bishops, ^qfthe Bishops he would speak in 
merejf,—4heir dojf urns nearhf gone by." fLoud and 
continued, cheers.) But thinking this going some- 
what too ftr, he adds the insulting explanation, « He 

j> 
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wished not to be imsuHderstood. He spoke in a diflferent 
sense from what the meeting supposed. He meant Aat 
their seats would be soon supplied by men of greater 
pieijfj and better acquainted with die spirit of die times.^ 
^^ Men of greater piety !*' Their ^ impiety^ in Totiiig 
against the Bill, as the res<Jtttion of one Refinm meetii^ 
termed it ! Is Reform the idoi of liie Member for 
Bristol and his particidar constituents ? But more, — he 
looks forward to the day when ^ the Church of England 
would possess members wordiy to be associated widt 
the enlightened gendemen who had addressed diem to- 
day." Was it wise, in a city possessing so many Chiffches 
and Clergy, a Cathedral, Bishop's Pakce, and Deaneiy, 
and Prebendal Houses, to charge die Clergy with im- 
fiety before the people, oouTerting their flocks into 
acrimoniotts judges, thai they were at diat time unfit, 
unworthy to associate wi& the enfigfatened gendemen 
who had addressed them ? And who were they ? — 
Dissenters and a Roman Catholic Priest ! with wdkcun, 
theHj the Church was not werdiy to associate ; bvt diqr 
would, under Whig Adnnnistralioii^ be made to astooci- 
ate ! ! Here is a source for future agitation , ' imd tiie 
public were ostentatiously told that Mr. Protlicroe was 
in the confidence oi die Mimsters. '^ He woidd agate 
assure them diat if any obstacle should be preseirted to 
the Bill, he should call upon his constituenls for tlieir 
further co-operation. The Lords hadfwi (mfymsuUed 
the Commons ofEngldndy by their imssmeproceedimgSj 
with regard to this bill, but they had put a stop to many 
other good measures." ('^ Down with them.^ Down 
with th^n, as a matter of eoursey the people WOidd ery, 
^dien diCQT 'WOK thus and to be rather fit to be ebaiiMd 
in Bedlam^ than to sit in the House of Peers, — a con- 
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stitoted estate of this realm. Is there nothing revolu- 
tionary in this ? — and is there no separation among Mr. 
Ptotheroe's constituents, — the oW Whigs from the new? 
Then, he assures the people, that when the Reform 
Bill shall have passed,— r^^ The funds which had been 
j»^Tided for the support of the poor and needy would no 
longer be applied to electioneering purposes. Toryism 

« 

was a ravenous bird — ^it had exhausted the Treasury of 
the State." 

Is this respectable, that the Member for the City 
should charge the Vestrymen of the several parishes 
with applying the money provided for the poor and 
needy to electioneering purposes? It is difficult to 
persuade one's self that Mr. Protheroe did not know 
this was, in all its bearings, a calumny ; if he did not 
know it to be false, he was consunmiately ignorant 
where he ought to have been informed; and what is 
worse, mischievous in his ignorance. Here, however, 
''the people'' are directed against the Tories, of whom 
were the most respectable of the city, as ravenous 
robbers of the Treasury. Should the rabble by any 
accident set fire to the houses of the Tories, would Mr. 
Protheroe's *' people" put out the fires ? Mr. Protheroe 
had given these most respectable and hitherto influen- 
tial inhabitants an ill name, and reason to fear '' ulterior 
•operations." 

However extraordinary these extracts may seem, Mr. 
Protheroe will, in the course of this Narrative, again 
appear upon the Revolutionary stage, but the particular 
part, in which he will be found to shine, is reserved, 
until the Narrative reaches the immediate transactions 
of the Riots. 

d2 
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Mr. Manchee particularly directs his vehemenee 
against Sir Charles Wetherell, and points him out as a 
buffoon, and slanderer of the city. Mr. Manchee is the 
author of a pamphlet* on the Bristol Riots, dedicated 
to Lord Viscount Melbourne, which it is to be hoped 
the Secretary for the Home Department returned, with 
a just rebuke for the statements it contains and the spirit 
with which it is written ; for his Lordship at least must 
have known that the attempt to throw odium on one 
party. Sir Charles Wetherell, was a gratuitous and 
malcTolent slander. To an inflamed populace, he 
speaks '^of 199 unfortunate Peers, who had thought 
proper to prefer their own private interests to the rights 
of the people ? They were deserving only of pity.'' 
He alludes to the people having been called on at Bir- 
mingham to resist payment of taxes, and gives his 
reproofless recommendation in perfect accordance with 
the view taken of that matter by the Member; — ^for he 
tells them it would be a rash proceeding, only because" 
it would embarrass the Ministers, — ^not because it was 
treasonable, — but looks forward to the hope that if the 
Bill be rejected such resistance will be made legal. 

W. P. Taunton, Esq. in a city having a Cathedral and 
resident Bishop and Clergy, thus speaks of them before 
an irritated multitude. ^^ Should I show respect to a 
magnificent cathedral, by prohibiting the use of the brush 
and the shovel, lest the vermin should be disturbed and 
ihe^th removed ?" This must have been delightful 

* The main object of this pamphlet appears to be, to make a 
despoBte efibrt against the Corporation of Bristol* In a speech at 
a Reform Meeting Mr. Manchee took great pains to hold them up 
to public odium. ** Corporations were too apt to tread oeople under, 
and It was time for them to be interferea with." uugnt such a 
person to have been chosen to sit oo a Committee of Enquiry di- 
rected against that Body ? 
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language to the ears of those incendiaries who after- 
wards endeayoured, according to evidence^ to break 
into the Cathedral for the purpose of firing it, and who 
doubtless thought, that in burning the palace of a 
Bishop, even though he might be buried in the ruins, 
they should only be laudably employed in disturbing 
the vermin and remoring UteJUth. 

It is not attempted to be asserted, that Mr. Taunton 
had the slightest notion, that he was encouraging such 
proceedings ; but what does he think now of the effect 
and tendency of such speeches ? And let him pause^ 
ere the City be again fired by the incendiary. He will 
well know how to apply a quotation : — *^ Aluistes ergo 
hoc incendium quo nunc ardetis.^ 

The inflammatory language of Mr. Matthew Bridges 
was indeed of a very extraordinary character, learing 
on the minds of the ignorant a deep sense of injury for 
undefined wrongs — totally unintelligible to common 
sense, but not the less exciting to the unsteady passions 
of the ignorant. The following specimen may be 
sufficient:-^ 

'^ But take another alternative. Suppose nothing to 
be done but tq return to the old regime ! that would be 
the hour of factious triumph — ^the knell of Liberty 
would be tolled fi-om one shore to another — ^then there 
would be one vast uniformity over the whole surface of 
our affairs, but it would be like the waste of a sandy 
desert, or the terrific aspect of the glacier — ^it would be 
the hour when the young earthquake would be bom, 
that was to overwhelm us — ^the hour when the monster 
of corruption would coil itself to spring upon its victim 
— ^when the magic circle of conspiracy would be wrought 
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in darkness — ^when deep would call to deep— when all 
would be uniformly ruinous, and the Sun of England 
would go down. It would be the time of pleasure, 
mirth, and song, as before — ^but in the midst of the 
festivity a hand would be seen writing on the wall in 
characters of fire — ^the volcano would soon burst, and 
the Government would explode in atoms. (Cheers 
and bravo.) Civil war would be at the do«r, and 
wailing and woe be heard, to which the cataracts of 
Niagara would be but whispers. Thrones, and Mitres, 
and Truncheons of Office, would go down into the pit 
together, and England, which now set one hand on 
the River St. Lawrence, and the other on the Ganges, 
would sit down in despair amidst the awfiil thunders 
of Jehovah.'* 

It was a daring hand that painted the original — ^the 
design and the painting are from the genius of an 
infernal ^^ Raphael,** which Mr. M. Bridges has so futh- 
fully copied and interpreted to a populace, ever prone 
to give implicit belief to mysterious pro^ostications, 
whatever other infidelity may possess them. Neither 
the profligate, the ignorant, nor the wicked are without 
their credulity. A wise plotter vnll often be a true 
prophet, and use his prophecy as no contemptible 
means to obtain his ends. Has ^^ The Prophetic 
Messenger,** with its pernicious prophecies, and 
coloured plates, been thought unworthy the notice of 
the Attorney-General, because with men of education 
it would be contemptible ? It is well calculated for 
'^ the People,** especially those Ministerial allies of the 
Reform Bill, who are thus -taught by ^'The Prophetic 
Messenger** that success in outrage is the will of 
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desttay — ^diat the ^' fire," the ^^ ▼oleano,'* and the explo- 
sion of Gh>Tennnent are in Fale-*-that ThroneB, and 
Mitres, and Titincheons of CMioe should go down into 
the pit together. And when the time, the hour of 
dvic *^ festiyity'' is so accurately marked — ^when ^^ in 
the midst of the festivity a hand-writing would be seen 
en the wall in characters of fire^ — and when the 
^ explosion,** destmctiTe of Thrones, and Mitres, and 
Tnmcheons of Office, so accurately predicts the blow- 
ing up of the Excise and Castoan^House, with barrels 
of spirits, the burning down of the Hansion-House of 
Civic Authority, and the Bishop's Palace; — ^the prophecy 
and the interpretation so exactly agreeing with the 
event, must lead at least to this suspicion, that the 
wretched perpetrators may have gone forth with fire- 
brands and engines of destnictioa in their hands, in full 
confidence in their success, their triumph, which 
destiny had decreed. 

This extraordinary speedi of Mr. Bridges was de- 
livered on the 21st Jan. 1831. Let any one turn to the 
Prophetic Messenger, at that time in the windows of all 
the low shops, and in some others to whom the exhibition 
was a disgrace; — 7%« Prophetic Messenger for 1831. 
The fi-ontispiece is a picture, of which Mr. Bridges's 
speech is as it w^e a description and explanation. 

There is the magic circle of conspiracy*-4here is the 
City in flanes — the people and the soldiery — ^there is 
the explosion — ^the lightning — ^the coiling serpent — ^the 
axe of Reform at the root of the tree — ^an army with the 
new tricolor-banner, on which is Respublicaj and the 
cheering comnumder. There are three coffins, over 
which Death is triumphant, one containing the anchor. 
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the scroll of law, and the seals of oflSce ; — the next, the 
book, the sword, and the helmet, and from which arises 
the old banner of England ; — ^the last of the three ex- 
hibits the mitre, the crown, and the cushion-— and on 
this coffin is engraved ^^Woe to the Mighty.** On that 
where Death is trampling upon the scrolls and the seal — 
'^ Lo the time is come.** A hand from heaven is seen 
amidst the lightning exhibiting a scroll of the ^^year of 
fate." — ^The concluding lines are — 

Oft the funeral knell will toll. 
Oft the pealing thunder roll — 

and in larger letters — 

MONA&CHS TREMBLE, NATIONS MOUKN, 

Ocean rage and cities burn. 
Gazing with a prophets eye. 
Thus will Raphael read the sky. 

Then torn to the Predictions. 

The Bristol Riots were the last three days of October. 
What would be the state of things in November ? Turn 
to " the Predictions'' — 

'* I see a dark vol drewn-^I see a throne 
Dash'd to the earth— I see a mighty blaze. 
As of a City flaming to the heavens-- 
Another rises, and another throne. 
Thereon a crowned one, God-like— but his face 
With clouds o*ershadow*d yet— ha I is it thou? 
Hark I look the countless nations shout for joy. 
I hear those voices like the multitudes 
Of oceau's tempest wayes-^I hear— I see T' 

FaUofNkMveh. 
** The Sun quartiles Herschel !— woe to a great one. 
The Sun squares Jupiter !— woe to one of the church." 
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These are the oracles of the monthly horoscope — 

** Death it preparing hk phantom dari^iwm wU strike. Ye who 
oppress the poor and needy— who rob the widow and the fatherless 
-^who fill the land with crimes— who are even as the outcasts of the 
earth in the eyes of heaven, albeit ye are arrayed in ^ costly raiment," 
in ^purple and fine linen," and Gods as it were in yoar own con- 
ceit—take warning. ** Lo the time it at handm Chance can do 
nothing."* 

Far be it from the Narrator of The Bristol Riots in the 
slightest degree to insinuate that Mr. Matthew Bridges 
had any hand in the fabrication of the Prophetic Mes- 
senger or that he was aware of any plot or plots, (which 
the reader may now think were pretty deeply and 
cunningly laid) — and which his interpretation might 
lead to and hasten. The work furnished him with a 
rhapsody^ which, as an orator, he was proud to display, 
without haying either meaning or intention. But in 
acquitting Mr. Bridges oiintentum^ can the cool public 
acquit him of inflaming the populace, and giving them 
a most dangerous confidence in '' ulterior measures ?" 

If there was no other circumstance to lead to more 
than suspicion of a deep-laid plot, this Prophetic Mes- 
senger would be alone sufficient to bring a strong con- 
Tiction to the minds of those who are at all acquainted 
with the multifarious workings of Revolutionists. 

Captain Hodges, not a citizen of Bristol, but 
holding a temporary military official situation under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton, was extremely indiscreet 

*A Correspondent in FeUx Farley's Bristol Jaurmty not long 
since, quoted Tacitus, to show that fortune reserves in secret, some 
one not in the contempladon of mankind. He was wittily enough 
replied to by a writer in the Bristol Mercury^ * That chaqce could 
do nothing."* Had that writer too seen the Pf«|iMJeJlfr«fmi|g«rf 
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in faifir language to the populace. Yet this gesdeman, 
so intemperate and unrestrained by any consideration of 
prudence, was subsequently named by the Government 
as Editor to Mr. Colbura's Couri Jowmaly and was 
permitted to reoeive Ins inforaiation from official sources. 
Is the foUowing language, addressed to a tumultuous 
mob, justifiable in a soldier ? — 

** Moderation was recommended to them (the people) ; 
but he maintained that the loudest and strongest lan- 
guage should be used ; their infatuated opponents were 
not U) heiaoyeivniiireiisomng ; fear alone wouldaperate 
with them^ He boasts of ^^ a black dose for Sir Chas. 
Wetherell and his brother Aldermen to swallow, yet take 
it he must.^ That the people ^^ had a great batde to 
fight, — ^if they should find the struggle going hard with 
them, if he were an hundred miles off, though he had 
no vote, he would come and throw himself among 
them.** That he would '^ shed the last drop of his 
blood.^ After the Reform Bill had been rejected, he 
again addresses the mobs : — ^^ He had heard them (the 
people) traduced and belied night after night, in the 
two Houses of Parliament.^ » * ♦ 

'^If a Tory Administration had gained the ascen- 
dency, would they have been allowed to express their 
sentiments freely on that day ? No, they would have 
had cannons planted at the several avenues of the 
Square,^ (this speech likewise was in Queen-square, the 
scene of subsequent devastation,) ^^ and soldiers drawn 
up to overawe th^n^ though, thank God, the Tories had 
not much of the army, for a miyority of them clearly 
saw that tlieir interests lay with the King and the 
people. (Cheers J He did not thiiik the King womiU 
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dare to place the Duke of Welliagton at the head of 
his Adnkinstratioii. If ever that day should airiye, no 
pow^ on earth should prevent him firom using his own 
discretion for the protection of his person and property.^' 
It mnst be here stated, that the words ^^wouUH dare^ 
are denied by Captain Hodges; bnt the reporter has 
referred the public to his original document taken on 
the spot, and has offered to make oath to its accuracy. 

For what purpose a military gentleman, acknowledged 
at the War Office, who had been in offidal duty in the 
dty, should pronuse to throw hknself among them, and 
shed the last drop of his blood — or, why he should 
slander the army bjr pretty plainly intimating that they 
would not fight unda* a Tory Administration, — are 
questions to be asked elsewhere* But no one can for 
a moment doubt the tendency of such language. 

The Bristol Political Union took its commencement 
from the ^ Union of Trades,** at the Election in May, 
1881. Shordy after this it was constituted a Political 
Union7--for which purpose a meeting was held. The 
speeches on that occasion were in perfect accordance 
with those of similar meetings throughout the kingdom, 
clearly proving that not '^ the Bill^ only, but ulterior 
measures, were the objects for which these Unions 
are formed, and oflmng a fearftd motive to action to 
an inflamed populace. A Mr. Powell remarks that — 

^^ Our principal efforts ought to be against C^prpora^ 
turn abuses. He said that the Corporation of Bristol 
received annually £40,000, though only £30,000 was 
given in to the C<HnmissionerB of Enquiry.'* 

Mr. Ham, in proposing a Resolution, said — 

" In India were Brahmins. * * * The priests, 
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who generally took care of all the good things of this 
life — (laughter.) Separate orders or castes existed also 
in England, and were kept up with as much pertinacity. 
In England the titled class would not associate with 
the untitled, nor the man of iEl,000 a-year with the 
man of £900. This was occasioned by the law of primo- 
geniture. In France the case was different ; there a 
Marquis might enter a coflee-house, where he might be 
joined by a mechanic, who sat at the same table with 
him, and they would play a game of dominos together, 
the man of title not considering it any degradation. 
(Applause.) Such, he hoped, would be the result of 
the Reform Bill, when time had enabled us to adopt 
similar measures in this country. (Oreat cheering.) 
In this country the Aristocracy were not contented with 
ciYility from their servants, but expected servility. 
(Cheers.) In America the afiair was managed much 
better — a servant there would not allow himself to be 
called your servant, but your help.* (Cheers.) The 
tree of liberty had been planted in France, but it had 
not yet been foatered.^ 

At a meeting of the Political Union, held in conse- 
quence of the rejection of the Bill, Mr. Herapath 
remarks — 

'^ Another had urged that the Bill went too far, and 
he (Mr. H.) was prepared to admit, that in one sense 
the Bill did go too far— it went too fer for the Peers, 
but not for the people. The Bill went too far for the 
Lords, because it would prevent some from 'doing 
what they would with their own,* — because it would 

*Tbe French seem to be fond of acting this ""high life below 
•tain,*' in thdr ntirrous irritability at being called « subjects.'* 
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deprive the Upper House of the dCSOO^OOO it swallowed 
in pensions." '^ He did not regret the conduct of the 
Lords, for the longer Reform was delayed, the more 
would the people demand from them — the more they 
would (insure. There was an old adage, punishment 
deferred fdOs the heavier ; and perhaps the Lords 
might uUimately hear witness to its truth. He 
ascribed many of the evils which afficted this country 
to the law of primogeniture.** '' The Spiritual Lords 
might have carried the Bill, but they chose rather to 
turn upon the people who supported them.*' ^ They 
had now inyfted their fellow-citizens to deliberate upon 
the rejection of the Bill by the Lords — ^to give them the 
earliest opportuiiity of expressing their wishes upon the 
subject, and to enable them to take such measures as 
seemed necessary for their future protection." 

One of the Resolutions was — 

^'That Birmingham, being most centrically situated, 
it is recommended by the Bristol General Union, that 
the Birmingham Political Union be requested immedi- 
ately to call a meeting of Delegates from other Unions, 
to deliberate on the best means of general organization 
and simultaneous actionJ* 

There was a time when all this would have been looked 
upon as wretched trash, the ravings of madmen, and, 
however treasonable to the Constitution, innocuous. 
But it is not so now. This is the sort of trash that 
comes forth now with the sanction of Ministers. Such 
persons are their allies and supporters, or governors. 
The New Coalition has given the stamp of Government 
to edicts of this character. The names of the King and 
Ministers are i^ed to cover schemes and doctrines that 
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tmd direedy to overttrow the Monarchy, and all 
that attaches to it It has let loose bands of robbers and 
reTolutionistSy under every presimption of impunity. 
It has been the^«# WMceimeni to the Bristol Riots. 

Pages might be multiplied without end in the ex* 
posure of passages and conduct similar to die specimens 
aiboye given. But it is not necessary to enter more 
largdy into the disgusting detail.* Enough has been 
set down to shew the nature of die agitation used-— the 
change of public fbeling in the short space of nine 
months, and the subsequent pains to make this new 
feeling both active and pennanent. A state of things 
has been produced diat never could have existed, but 
through and with the unnatural coalition of a CU>vem- 
ment with the lawless and disaffscted. 

Thus the infidelity of the Mimsters to dieir old 
Constitutional principles infected their adherents, the 
Whigs, in Bristol ; and diough the most respectable and 
reflecting of that party lent but a cold approbation to the 
violent proceedings, their very abstinence from taking 
aleading part left the field of agitation the more entirely 
St the command of the abettors of ^^ ulterior measures.^ 
The London and the local Press working together, 
left no hope, bad feelings being once brought into action, 
for the junction of die moderate. 

* The Mamior canaot forbear here quoUog from the speech of 
an Orator, and of some note, delivered in Sie Parliament House 
just after the rejection of the Bill by the House of Lords, in Oetober, 
the very month of the Riots. He is drawing a comparison between 
the present state of things and that period— ^ when the Tillains were 
dmen to reroH by oppression — wkn Vie OuHet cfike NobiRi^ were 
humed to tke grotmd^wken the warehtmte* of London were ptOaged^ 
and an hundred thousand men, (the boasted number of insulted 
Rsfonners in Bristol), appeared m amu ai Blaekkeaik,^^ This 
passage in the speech of the Hon. and Learned Member, may have 
been of some importance at Brbtol, of which he is by birth a F)renum*' 
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The work went on^ milil at last the city became, 
in distraction of opinion, turbulence, discontent, insult 
to authori^, and daring defiance, a very Pandemonium 
of Reformers. Yet, even in this state, when certain 
danger was an attendant on duty, the friends of order 
and good govemment did not shrink from the peril, 
but met for the purpose of expressing their loyalty and 
attachment to their Sovereign and the Constitution. 
For this conduct the grossest insults were offered to 
them, and infamous hand- bills were circulated, lest the 
known respectability of the parties should have any 
influence to prevent the Blots now determined on. 
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PART V. 

Sapposing the existence of a Revolatioiiaiy Party^ 
preparing or prepared for the worst — ^for ^^ ulterior 
measares,'' — ^it would be difficult to conceive a more 
fayourable opportunity for the trial of their predeter- 
mined operations than that which presented itself on 
the Mth October, 1831, the day appointed for die 
opening the Commission of Assize in the City of 
Bristol. The QmI contained upwards of 100 prisoners. 
By Charter this Court must be held by the Recorder, 
and this Recorder was ^ Charles Wetherell, the most 
unflinching of the Anti-Reform Champions. Supposing 
then such a conspiracy in action, would not advantage 
be taken of this circumstance, seeing the City the scene 
of so much violence and distraction, perhaps much of it 
produced with thiff design ? Would not such a conspi- 
racy act precisely as it is found a party somewhere or 
other sitting, did act ? Sir Charles Wetherell was this 
oI>ject of daily abuse in placards on walls and in news- 
papers. The country was scoured for thirty miles 
round, and^^ persons exhorted to be in Bristol on the 
29th October. The numerous Depositaries of infidel 
and treasonable tracts sent forth their poison in every 
shape, printed on paper and on pocket handkerchiefs. 
The lowest Radical swaggerers and brawlers, the 
^' prowling ballad^singers'' were everywhere stirring the 
thieves and pickpockets to their work, and the populace 
to deeds of bloody mischief. 

£ 
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The MagistrateSy aware of unusual excitement and 

danger, send a deputation to Sir Chas. Wetherell and 

to Lord Melbourne. It haying been determined that 

the Commission should be held as usual, the Magistrates 

lay before that Minister the perilous state of the city, and 

throw tbemselv^ on the Government tor jNrotection, as 

well for the peace of the ^ty, as for the safe conduct of 

the King's Judge. Upon this Ix>rd Melbourne requests 

the attendance of the Members for the city at his office. 

The result may be best known by Mr, Protheroe^ own 

account of the meetings in a letter written by Urn to 

Mr. Herapath, Vice-Freaident of the Politieal Union ; 

'^ Sir,-*^^Oii Thursday night I reeeiTed a note firom 
*^ Lord Melbourne to wait upon his Lordship, as did my 
'*' colleague, Mr. Balllie. Iliad bets that the subject 
^relat^ to the Chokra or Wetherett. I fbunfd a 
^ deflation in the room for military to protect die city 
^'from riot, and Wetherell firom attack, I arguei 
^ against the policy of theproposaly and stated, that if 
''^we could be secured firom ttiieres and adTcnturers 
^ froan other places, / oonld, "with 1k« aid of friends 
^ (the Union) keep all in perfect (wder ! I offered my 
^^ services to attend Wetherell, and to do all this, pro- 
^ Tided I might be allowed to enable the people of 
^'Bristol, thns eonstraiBed, to express in some measare 
'^ their strong and unalterable disapprobation of Sir 
^' Charles WethereU's political conduct, that we might 
** be aU insured firom the insidious conduct of the Tories, 
*' who, if the people are quiet, would say there is 
^ re-action against die Bill.''^^ 

Can it be possible that Lord Melbourne receiTcd such 
a proposal without reproof I The King's Secretary for 

• Mr. Manchee, in hit Pamphlet, admits that Mr. Ptotiieroe did 
Mst that the neeple should be aliowed to exoreis thiir opiaiM la 
every legal and constitutional way, in order that Sir Charles noigfat 
haye oo pretext for again noisKpresmitipv their seattaMiitB oa Sbe 
sutject of Reform. 
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the Home Departm^it veoeiye propoMls to stipulate 
with him, for insult to the King^s Judge ! ! Yet Mr. 
Prottieroe boldly tells his tale, as if he had done some 
fine thing, and treats so astonishing a proposal with 
lightness, intermixing in his official account to the Vice- 
President of the Union, his '* bets on the cholera or 
WeAierell r* Can this be a Member for the second dty 
in his Mij^^^" dominions, returned to Parliament to 
protect the interests and rights of the citizens, and 
mamtain the honour and dignity of the empire ? He 
gives his orders to the Union — ^ ^ ihe people are 
quiei^ — and indeed care is taken that they shall not he 
quiet He would in truth have been proud to ride in 
the carriage wifli the King's Judge, for whose insult 
he had stipulated with the Minister ; but in his Reform- 
ing zeal for insult, did it not occur, that Sir Charles 
Wetherell, the representatiTe of his Migesty, and pro- 
ceeding to his solemn office of administering the laws of 
the land, would not be very ambitious to ride in the 
carriage with Atm— especially when acquainted with 
the stipulations ? How would the Judge have recdved 
him, when assured that he had stepped into the carriage 
to ride with him, for the double purpose of seeing him 
properly insulted, to note at the same time the hisses, 
and hootings, and execrations, as another official 
document for the Political Union, and to protect his 
person? 

Protect his person ! ! Is it possible that ranity and 
arrogance can reach to that!! Yet there is his own 
written word for it. It cannot be believed that Lord 
Melbourne, at least an English gentieman, whatever 
others may have wished, desired Sir Charles should be 

£ 3 
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insulted^ It has certainly been thought that Ministers, 
as a body, were desirous that this mark of the people 
should be put upon Anti-reforming sentiments — and, 
indeed, their subsequent conduct, in passing over 
unmentioned the personal attack on the King's Judge 
in their celebrated Proclamation,* simply including him 
among divers persons, gives too much colour of truth 
to the suspicion. But to proceed in the Narrative. What, 
is the immediate effect of this letter of Mr. Protheroe's ? 
It produced the following letter from Mr. Herapath to 
Alderman Daniel, who, it seems, had conversed with 
him on preserving the peace : — 

''October 26, 1831. 
^^ Respected Sir, — ^When the conversation occurred 
'' between us on Saturday, respecting the entrance of 
^' Sir C. Wetherell, I was not aware of the intention of 
'' the City Authorities to employ an armed force for the 
'' protection of a Judge of the land — a course unprece- 
'' dented, I believe, in Enfflish history. It has pro- 
'' duced effects upon the Council of the Union which 
*' the Magistrates alone 'must be answerable for. How- 
'' ever, I f^^el confident that no member of the Union 
'' will be found committing outrages on that day. 

'' I am. Sir, &c. 

. "W. Herapath.** 

The effect of this letter may likewise be seen in the 

following handbill, issued from the Council of the 

Political Union: — 

" The Council of the Union have heard with feelings 
'' of surprise, that the Corporation have requested and 
*' obtained the assistance of armed troops, K>r the pur- 
'' pose of conducting Sir Charles Wedierell, in his 
'' judicial capacity, into this dty. It is tiie opinion of 
'' this Council, that if the Magistracy of the City feel 

* See Appendix. 
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** themselyes incompetent to preserve the public peace 
*^ without being supported by the Military, they should 
** resign their offices, and sufier the Ciyic Authorities 
^ to be elected by a majority of the Totes of their feUow- 
** citizens. The Council think that a man clothed in 
*^ robes of Magistracy ought ncTcr to be a politician, as 
^^ such a Magistrate cannot be expected to possess the 
^ public confidence, without which he will always be 
^ found incompetent to preserve the public peace. 
^,They would, therefore, recommend to the Corpora- 
^* tion the immediate resignation of Sir Chas.Wetherell 
^ as Recorder, such being the means best calcidated to 
^ prevent riot, and perhaps bloodshed. At the same 
^^ time the Council earnestly recommend Members of 
'' the Union, and Reformers in general, at all times of 
** popular excitement, to use their most strenuous 
'^ endeavours for the preservation of the public peace, 
^^ as it is only by such a course they will be able to 
^^ obtain the rights they seek. 

" By order of the Coundl, 

« J. P. Ven, Secretary .** 
" October 25th, 1881." 

Did this likewise obtain the sanction of the Member 
for the City ? Has he disavowed any connexion, after 
such a document, with the Council of the Union ; or 
has he published one word of reproof or remonstrance ? 
Surely these are questions the Citizens are deeply 
interested in asking — the more especially since Political 
Unions have been declared illegal. 

While the Magistrates were thus appealing to 
Government, who were now bound on their own 
responsibility to protect by a sufficient force the 
important city thus threatened, a very praiseworthy 
effort was made by Lieut. Claxton, R.N., and some 
Qaptains of Vessels in the Port, to form the Seamen, 
at all times in Bristol a remarkably well-behaved body 
of men, into a protecting force. A Requisition is made 
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to the Mayor for that purpose,* and a me^mg is 

accordingly held on board the ships the Eari of Liver- 

pool and Charles,t on Tuesday, the 18th October. 

Handbills of the meeting had been issued among the 

sailors only at nine o'clock in the morning. About 

half-past one the ship Charles contained about 300 

seamen. Mr. Claxton was voted in the chair. He 

stated the laudable object of those who had called them 

together — ^''That information had been recdved that 

Bristol was fiill of pickpockets, trampers, and yaga- 

bonds, who would take every opportunity to interrupt the 

administration of justice, and that a great moral effect 

would be produced, if the Seamen of the Port would 

enter into a resolution to support the Magistrates." 

But here there is every possible interruption from Mr. 

John Wesley Hall, one of the Political Union, and a 

Radical Party, who had forced themsdves into the 

vessels ; the consequence of which is the breaking up 

of the meeting. After this the following handbill is 

circulated: — 

** Bristol Sailors' Meeting, 
'^ At a Meeting of the Seamen, held this day, on 

^ board the Earl of Liverpool, Capt. Claxton, who was 

_ — ^ - 

* The followfaig lA a copy of the nodce : — 

« TV Otf BS^ WorOMtUiie Me^. 

^ Bristol, October 17th, 1851. 
^ We the undersigned being anxious, in these times of danger 
« and diffieulty, to express our loyalty, together wkh that of oor 
^ fellow-seamen of this port, to our friend, our father, our fellow- 
^ sailor. Kins William, request you will grant us permission to hdd 
** a Meetiiv for that purpose. 

[Signed by twenty-one Masters of Vessels.] 
^ A Deputation from the above baring waited upon his Worih^, 
.** a|id be bariqg most gradously granted their wishes, a Meeting wiH 
** accordingly be held on board the ship Earl of Liyerpool, at One 
* o'obek precisely, oa Tuesday, 18th inst. 

f The Ship Charles lay alongside of the Earl of Liyerpool. 
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<* the sdf-dected Chaiiman, and who brought the only 
^ Resolution to be proposed in his pocket, on reading 
'< of which some of the by-standers remonstrated with 
^ him on the impropriety of such proceedings, when 
'^ Mr. Claxton thought proper to diasolve the meeting ; 
** and, on fiirther remonstrance, informed them that the 
^' ship where the meeting was held belonged to him, 
^ and imperatiyely ordered every person to leave the 
*^ deck. On die persons who composed the meeting ^ 
** reaching the shore, a temporary hustings was imme- 
** diately erected, and John Wesley HaU, Esq. 
** unanimously called to the chair ; when the following 
^ Resolution, moved by Mr. J.O.Powell, and seconded 
*^ by Mr. Webb, was unanimously earned : — 

'^ That the Sailors of this Port, on the present occa- 
^* sion, earnestly express their decided and loyal attach- 
** ment to his Miyesty and his Government, but will 
^' not allow themselves to be made a cat's paw of by the 
^' Corporation, or their paid Agents. 

^' J. W. Hall, Chairman. 

** Mr. J. W. Hall having vacated the Chair, it was 
'^ immediately taken by Mr. J. G. Powell, Jun., when 
^ a vote of thanks to the Chairman was carried with 
** three times three cheers. — ^Full particulars of the 
^' meeting will appear in the Bristol Liberal of Satur- 
" day next— October 18, 1881." 

If it be asked what object Mr. Hall and his party had 
in view, in interrupting a meeting held solely for the 
purpose of preserving the peace of the city, and assisting 
the Magistrates, the answer must be sought in the 
result. Is there not indeed just cause for suspicion 
that the ^' magic circle of conspirai^" was pretty 
widely drawn ? 

It has been seen that the Magistrates were thwarted 
by the Member — ^were required to abdicate, and were 
threatened by the Political Union — ^and now again, 
how another attempt to strengthen their authority was 
frustrated. 
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PART VI. 

It has not been yet stated what force the Qoyenunent 
provided in this exigency. In a dty so large, and (as 
the author of the Pamphlet dedicated to Lord Melbourne, 
assures us) containing <* an insulted population of an 
hundred thousand^ mth places, the sure object of 
attack to all mobs, mdely distant ; — ^in a cily where it 
has been shown the Magistraef were held up to odium, 
so as to render even self-defence a difficulty, to say 
litde of the subversion of their authority, it would be 
presumed the Government would now send such a force 
as should ensure safety. Lyons received a force of 
30,000 men ? Ninety-three soldiers were thought suffi- 
cient for Bristol, ^^ to keep down,** as the author of the 
Pamphlet observes, ^^ an insulted population of an hun- 
dred thousand^' — ^but he forgot the insult stipulated for 
by the Member — which it is presumed, therefore, the 
soldiers were to allow—especially ^^ the people having 
made up their minds,^ and proclaimed (their intentions) 
at the comer of every street !" Two troops, then, of the 
14th Dragoons were quartered at Clifton, and tme 
troop of the 8rd Dragoon Ouards at Keynsham — the 
latter place 5 miles distant — altogether 93 men — ^with 
unusual cautionary orders, not to be used but on the 
greatest emergency.^ 

* It presents a dngular inconsutency, that subsequently, during 
the trials under the Special Commission, when there was, compara- 
tivdy speaking, little excitement, and nearly 4000 constables turned 
out,— about 450 infantnr, 250 cavalry, and a squadron of artillery, 
were sent, having Gen. & Robt. Jackson to command tbem \ 
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The handhlD from the Council of the Union de- 
manding of the Magistrates to resign their offices, 
was issued on the 25th Oct. Veiy extraordinaiy pro- 
ceedings had taken place. The Bishop of Bath and 
Wells with difficulty escaped the grasp of an infuriate 
mob, while performing hia sacred office of consecrating 
a Chmtdi in the Coronation-road, in the parish of Bed- 
minster. This was no sudden burst of enmity against 
the Bishop, but predetermined, arranged, and promul- 
gated at considerable cost of placards. It is curious to 
enquire whence the funds came. Did the Union pay 
the charges ? Did Mr. Hall, or the other Reformers, 
who frustrated Mr. Claxton^s endeavours to protect the 
city ? The Narrator has now before him one of these 
placards, with the printer's name of course torn off— it 
runs as follows, and is in very large letters : — 

^ Reformers — 

" ' Read, tnark, learn, and inwardly digesV 

<' The Right Rev. Father in Ood, the Bishop of 
^' Bath and WeUs, will consecrate the New Church, 
^ Corcmation-road, on Monday, the 24th of Octo^r. 
'^ Receive him with every demonstration of respect that 
^ becomes his exalted rank and late vote in the House 
^ of Lords. Refrain, therefore, from hooting, pelting, 
^ groaning, hissing, or any annoyance that may be 
*^ offensive to the man who has so rec^itly declared 
^ himself against the v<»ce of tiie people. 

" Churchman." 

The Sabbath was employed in preparing the outrage 
against the Bishop to commence on the Monday. A 
watchman in the parish of AU Saint's, detected one 
person, Isaac N. Pearce, PrintQr,.of Bath-street, mufflied 
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Bp, and postbig die faflb.* This attack on Ae Bkdiop 
of Bath and WeUa ivaa iM*obabl7 intended to serve a 
doable pnrpoee; in the first place as an ontrage on a 
Dignitary of the Chnrdi--one of a body ivho had been 
advised to '^set their houses in order f* and secomHy, 
as a demonstration for the gmdance of persons else* 
where, who were engaged to take part in ^ulterior 
measures." 

Some time before the Bisliop arrired at the church 
on Monday morning, most of die leading men of the 
Union and a mob had assembled. Christopher Davis 
(who was afterwards executed direcdy opposite die new 
church,) was extremely active in exciting die mob, 
by inflammatory language : he stated that the Bishop 
recdred JC40,000 a-year out of the pockets of the 
poor, and vras come there that day for the sake 
of the subscription, to which they must not con- 
tribute. When the Bishop drove up at half-past 
ten, he was received with yeUs, groans, and hisses^ 
and had It not beoi for the judicious arrangements of 
die Churchwardens and odiers, it is very probaUe 
his liordship would have been personally injured, and 

* The watchinan afterwards palled down one of die placards and 

gve ktothe night constable, m inlbrmatioa was laid aminstPearce, 
r publishing the bill without the printer's name, and the placard 
WW placed in the hands of one of the City Solicitors^ at the Cbundi- 
HoQse, who deporited It in the volume containisg the Act of Parlia* 
ment affecting the case. On the day of hearing, tne placard was not 
lo be found, and no proceedings could be then taken. Snbse^entlyt 
another of the placards was procured, which had been given to 
Fisher, the night constable in Redcliff Ward, bv Pearce, while the 
latter was en^iged in posting up oth#r copies, but in conseqoence 
of the information having been laid by l^shert his evidence could 
net be received on the second hearing, when Pearce was in 
attendance with Counsel and Attorney; and as the firrt mariLed 
copy of the placard had never been recovered, the informations 
werequashecL 
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perhaps mmdered. On the Bishop^s return, after 
the ceremony, a party of gentlemen guarded him to 
his carriage, on each side of which were arrayed a 
strong body : the mob, therefore, were again foiled in 
their attempt upon his person. The post-boys drove off 
at full gallop, and although a great number of stones 
were thrown, no serious mischief was done. The mob 
followed the carriage to the Vicarage opposite Redcliff 
Church, but as it only stopped there a moment, they 
returned to Harford^s-bridge, where they were addressed 
in the most violent and seditious language. 

If the Union were desirous of preserving the peace of 
the dty, would it be credited that they should have pub- 
lished the handbill from the Council of the Union, above 
given, on the day following this outrageous attempt on 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells. The life of the Bishop 
is put in jeopardy on the 24th, — on the 25th the Coun- 
cil of the Union express surprise that the Corporation 
had required the assistance of armed troops, and demand 
of them to resign their authority into hands to be chosen 
by the majority of the citizens. Was this intended to 
give something like the sanction of authority to a '^ Pro- 
visional Government?^ In what character are we to 
view The Council ; the name is well chosen to impose 
upon the mobs, and induce them to acquiesce in their 
** ulterior measures.^' They speak of *^ bloodshed'' as of a 
thing determined upon, with no abhorrence,— of crimes 
against the laws of God and man, but as *^ against the 
cause of Reform.'* And what does Mr. Herapath in 
his letter, dated 26th, above quoted, to Mr. Daniel, 
subsequent to the attack an the Bishop^ mean by 
^ effects upon the Council of the Union which the 
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Moffisirates alone must be answercAle/arf^ Did 
this Provisibnal GoTemment of the Coandl intend to 
set np its Reign of Terror? They were either to be 
energetic in mischief, or reckless of any ruin — ^nay, 
reckless (for it was in their contemplation) of bloodshed. 
And how well affected is the stale hypocritical recom- 
mendation of remaining quiet, when they were goading 
the populace ! *^ Seek peace and ensue it,^ is a rule not 
in their new code. 

Do the Magistrates, thus thwarted, insulted, threat- 
ened, remain inert ? If they have hitherto, up to this 
point of menaced ^' bloodshed,'' done their duty, more 
especially by application to GoTcmment, — (for had they 
not so applied for military force, how loud would have 
been the charges against them), — do they still proceed to 
use every means in their power to preserve the peace ? 
It is necessary, again, here to repeat, they are no political 
party — ^lliey are not a body of Tories — are not all Anti- 
Reformers — ihej neveTf even at an election, issued any 
political notice or document whatever — never acted in 
thatodions capacity of political Union, so detestable in 
aU but Mr. Herapath and his party. The Magistrates, 
in prosecution of their duty, endeavour to procure the 
voluntary aid of the citizens — s^ply to the parishes for 
the enrolment of 300 respectable housekeepers, which, 
with the Constables of the several Wards, they deem 
a sufficient escort, but on the day of swearing in, only 
about 200 attend. The Magistrates determine to sup- 
ply the deficiency by employing respectable men, and 
the Chiefs of the Wards are directed to return a. certain 
number of fit persons to act as Special Constables. 
These were sworn in. 
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That die Magistnites fiuled fai obtMning the faU 
Kiimber of Tolunteers, is at once the triumph and eternal 
dkgvaoe of the Reformers. As it has been so malig« 
nantly m^ed against them, it ma j be as well to bestow 
a few wvMrds upon this defection of the eilitens, that the 
disgrace maj attach to the right quarter. 

^ Upon iqpi^ioatiQn to the inhabitants of the seve- 
ral wardi^** says ^be audior of the Pamphlet, dedicated 
to Lord Viscount Melbourne, ''their returns were 
iunffident fer the number required, which was Im- 
mediately supplied by engaging hired constables finr 
the purpose; the whole, with the Sheriflb* officers^ 
amounted to about three hundred men ! ! Three 
hmidred out of our immense population ! ! Did the 
Magistrates CTer enquire the reason why the respectable 
householders refused to be sworn in as special con- 
stables?'* Certainly not — they had no occasion to 
enquire* The Reformers had taken care to poison the 
minds of '' ike re^peetable tUizena ;^ and as they suc- 
ceeded in preTentbig lieut. Claxton from embodying the 
Sailors of the Port, so had they taken under thdr 
control the inhabitants of the dty. The dtizens were 
deluded. Had the orators and the press been at work 
for nothing? The success had been too apparent 
But weie eren these hired constables approved ? The 
Editor of the Bristol Mercury j the favourite paper of 
the Author of the Panq>hlet, calls them in his rage, 
<< liirAling blndgeon men and Tories,^ by which bold lie 
be might likewise cast an additional odium <m the 
Tories. But malignity will often overstep its bounds, 
and in its blind rage wound only itself. Piroud of his 
ratiocination, which, like the tail of the scorpion when 
the flames are around him, stings the possessor to death, 
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the Adtlior is linpolent but agaiait htesdf, and defends 
wftieie ke would wound. For if Ae faet be tbat tlie 
Mogistrales (from die Tinileuee of Reform agitation) 
mm^ mmabie to proenre a ocnnpetent numbar, dieB- 
inabilitj mnat lemoYe all hlanie. Tbe same anrfher 
fl|>eaks (rf *' an inmdted population of an hundred tbou- 
aand" to be kept down; and in a subee^eHt part of bis 
Pamphlet aaCjs, ^ this aeriea of awful calamities were 
committed by a mob which was never in possession of 
aaj aims, and which if it had been opposed by jud|^ 
umnt and draaiony by a Teiy small organised force, 
hadno moral or combined physical means of resistance.** 
If he be here coirect, die pMparatien of the Magistrates 
mnsi haTC been ample. If he chuse his former state- 
ment, it is an insult to Lord Melbourne, to \riKHn he 
dtdjgatps hla labours, that ike did not provide uKwe 
tikan the small military fiorce '^ to ke^ down an insuhed 
population of an hundred thousand.** But his malignant 
bkmdevs go beyond tUs — for instead of '^ a mob which 
was neves in possesa o n of any arms,** he riterwards 
admits they had ^^sledge hammers,** and that a soMier 
was womMkd by a '^ pistol ball.** 

He proTSS the neeessiip ef m small forte mikmej when 
he wonid make it a hemous crime against die Magis- 
trates that they did not supply a large one; and wiA 
wmiderfol convertibility, turns the mob consisting of but a 
few wcetdies,into an hmidred thousand— ^andall insulted! 
Would he wish to £sginse the fiict, diat there was a 
combined physical force, lest suspicion should festen 
the crime of die ccmhinaiion on the hw Reformers, (for 
amongst them we trust and beheTC there is a great dis- 
tinction to be drawn.) If however it be an aj^gument in 
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defence of the Reformers, let it defend the Magistrates. 
But they seek no sueh defence ; — they know now that 
th^e was a revolutionary combination, that the experi- 
ment was tried in Bristol and failed ;^the Reformers 
know it, and are maddened by the knowledge of the 
fact, — and in their rag^ at the defeat and disgrace, the 
result of the Riots brought upon their^ Delusion Bill, 
attack indiscriminately Magistrates and Tories, friends 
or foes— and blinded by a desperate passion, rush 
tumbling over each other into the midst of the ruins, 
under which they would fain crush all that is good and 
respectable of this once eminently loyal city. How long 
will the citizens allow themselyes to be thus deluded ? 

The Union threatens the Magistracy. How is the 
menace put in operation by the people. Persons 
respectable in rank, much above the £10. renters, 
employed their evenings in going round to the public 
houses and beer shops, to excite whom they could find 
to insult the Recorder; and where the Reform question 
did not take, they resorted to the old trick, and urged 
that Sir G. WethereU had stated that six shillings per 
week was sufficient for a labouring man and family. 
When such pains were taken, it need not be asked why 
the Authorities did not call out the posse comitatus. 
For some days the streets had now been filled with idle 
fellows, apparently, by their dress, not of the neigh- 
bourhood of Bristol. A gendeman coming up from 
Somersetslure fell in with two North Country Delegates, 
and overheard their proceedings,^ and learned they had 



* Birmingbam men had been to the Donet Eleclion, andl coib> 
menced the procen of ReroIutioDarjr attack against penont and 

Eoperty. Inence they came to ]3nttoly and had probably been 
TO before. 
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been yisiting all the populouis districts, and urging the 
people to be in Bristol on the 29th October.* On 
Thursday and Friday a large number of letters came 
from the North for persons at the beer houses. Much 
infoimaticm of this kind haying reached the Council 
House, (not the Union) the Authorities issued the 
following : — 

<< Council House, Bristol, 27th Oct. 1831. 

** It being apprehended, from information receiyed 
^' through yarious channels, that some indiscreet per- 
^* sons may be inclined to promote feelings of irritation 
^* and excitement on the arriyal of the Recorder in this 
city, the Mayor and Aldermen most earnestly hope 
that all classes of their fellow citizens, howeyer they 
may differ on political subjects, will see the propriety 
of cordially co-operating to maintain peace and good 
''order; and that they will abstain from manifesting 
'' any declaration of their opinions on so solenm ana 
'' important an occasion as the deUyery of his Majesty's 
^ Gaol, in cases i^ecting the liyes of the persons to be 
^ tried for offences against the laws of their countiy. 
** The Magistrates confidently trust that they may rely 
^ on the good sense and discretion of the inhabitants 
^ not to depart from that orderly conduct which has 
** hitherto preyailed in the city ; but should any dispo- 
'' sition be shown, tending to create disturbance, tney 
'* feel it will become their imperatiye duty to use all 
'* lawful means for the apprehending and bringing to 
** punishment all persons who may be found committing 
^ any breach of the peace, or other illegal act. 

*^ By Order of the Mayor and Aldermen, 

" Ludlow, Town-Clerk.** 

* They accordingly came, for it appeared that the old inhahi- 
taaCt knew few/ if any, in the nob. 
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PART VII. 



events of saturday— the first of the 

"three days." 



Chi the morning of the 29th October, that no irrita- 
tion might arise from the display of the military, (which, 
though the stipulation on which they were sent, accord- 
ing to the new system of extreme deference to mobs, 
may be pronounced, from the experience of the Bristol 
Riots, a Ycry hazardous doctrine), the troops marched, 
the drd Dragoon Guards into the Court Yard of the 
Oaol, and the I4th Dragoons to the interior of the 
Cattle Market, by the outskirts of the city, and there 
remained out of sight. Indeed, had not the Political 
Union been particularly carefiil, by their pretended 
remonstrances, to announce to the people that troops 
had been sent to preserve the peace, the fact would 
haye been but little known.^ Early in the morning, 
likewise, the numerous constabulary force assembled 
in the area of the Exchange, each man provided with a 
short staff. The Mayor and Magistrates attended, and 
the force was addressed by the Mayor, recommending 
that they should use the greatest possible forbearance, 
and not by any over-exertion endanger the peace of the 



* Great complaint has been made that the troopt were paraded; 
but they were not. Yet perhaps they ought to have been paraded. 
If the 3rd Dragoons were paraded on Stmday, it was not until the 
Gaol was attacked. 

f2 
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proGessioDy or by endeayouring to take prisoners, their 
object being by every means to conrey the Recorder 
Hafely. 

They then proceeded to meet Sir Charles Wetherell 
at Totterdown-hilly about a quarter of a mile distant 
from the city. Here nothing could hare been more 
judicious than the arrangement, of the Constables, by 
the Under-Sheriff, Mr. Hare. The mob had taken 
possession of the high banks on each side of the road, 
but were driren off. Notwithstanding the change of 
the usual hour, the streets were crowded with people, 
thronging towards the Bath road, many of them 
evidently ripe for mischief. Not a few of them were 
women of abandoned character, whose violent language 
seemed well fitted to ui^ on the mob to desperation. 
Two .of the Magistrates left the Council House between 
nine and ten o'clock, and proceeded to Temple-stree^t, 
to be in readiness to interpose tkar authority, in case 
any outrage should be attempted on the person of the 
Recorder. 

About half*past ten. Sir Charies was perceived to 
approach, at a rapid lUte, in a chariot drawn by four 
greys, and on stopping at Totterdown, near the entrance 
into the city, for the purpose of being handed into the 
Sheriff's carriage, he was instantly assailed by the most 
deafening yells, groans, and hisses. The constables 
were then, in considerable numbers, placed around the 
carriage, a g^tleman on horseback riding close by the 
side of each door, and two or three hundred preceding 
and following.* In this manner the cavalcade, which 
comprised also the usual number of Mayor's and 

* Sir Charles anxiously enquired the temper of the roob» and was 
assured that there was not the smallest danger, that his reception 
would be stormy, but that it would be undoubtedly safe. 
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I* oiBcers/ mounted, proceeded slowly towstfds 
the city. Just as Sir Charles was passing over HUPs - 
Bridge, his carriage wais assailed with stones ; but no 
moTement took place with a view to apprehend the 
offenders, the whole force being anxious only for the 
protection of the Recorder's person. As the procession 
moTcd onward, the crowd continued to increase, and 
the expressions of disapprobation from the multitude 
became more and more deafening ; and occasionally some 
stone or missile was hurled against the immediate object 
of their vengeance. In Temple-street, the windows of 
the houses were crowded with spectators, and the lower 
order of females were particularly vociferous in the 
expression of their feelings, frequently charging the men 
with cowardice and a want of spirit. In passing from 
Bristol Bridge to High-street, one of the constables, 
a respectable tradesman, received a dangerous contusion 
in the head; and, in the latter street, also, some few 
stones were thrown. 

On arriving at the Guildhall, in Broad-street, it was 
with the greatest difficulty that Sir Charles could alight, 
from the pressure of the immense multitude ; but, after 
the lapse of a few minutes, he was handed out in safety, 
and proceeded to take his station on the bench. The 
doors of the hall were thrown open to the populace, and 
in a few minutes the area was completely filled. 

The usual forms for opening the commission com- 
menced, but the noise and confusion occasioned 
considerable interruption. Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, Town 
Clerk, then rose and observed, that he believed there was 
not an indiridual present who had come there* for the 
purpose of insulting the commission of the King : that, 
with respect to Reform — (Here some cheering was raised, 
mixed with yells and groans; dtuing which Sir Charles 
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touched the Town-Clerk's arm, and from his man- 
ner, for it was impossible to hear a word he said, 
manifested displeasure at the introduction of the sub- 
ject.) — ^The Town-Clerk then resumed, merely adding, 
that with respect to that question (Reform) it had nothing 
to do with the proceedings of the day. 

The reading of the commission was then proceeded 
with, but the confusion again became so uproarious, as 
to render the voice of Mr. Brice, Clerk of the Arraigns, 
perfectly inaudible. 

The Recorder then, addressing one of the officers, 
said, if the latter saw any person in court making a 
disturbance and would bring him forward, he would 
immediately commit him. The only effect of this notice 
was to raise, if possible, a louder clamour than that 
which it was intended to suppress; on this fresh ebul- 
lition of feeling partially subsiding, the Recorder 
repeated his instructions to the officer, who replied by 

saying that the tumult arose chiefly from a few indivi- 
duals, and suggested the propriety of some constables 
being sent into the body of the hall. Several of the 
special constables then disposed themselves among the 
people, but the attempt to preserve order was unavailing. 

In the midst of this manifestation of mob feeling, the 
usual preliminaries were gone through, and the Court 
a^oumed to Monday morning. The Recorder then 
withdrew, and the mob, after giving three cheers for 
the Kingy hastened into the street. 

Some considerable time elapsed before the Recorder 
entered his carriage for the purpose of being conveyed 
to the Mansion-house. During the' interval. Broad-street, 
and, indeed, the whole Jine of the route, was occupied 
by a dense mass of the populace. Beyond the mere 
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Tocal expreaaion of their feelings, howeyer, there 
was nothing in their conduct, at this period, calculated 
to excite much alarm. On Sir Charleses re-appearance, 
he was greeted with a repetition of the same conduct 
that had before been so liberally directed towards him, 
which continued during his progress to the Mansion- 
house, with the exception diat opposite the Commercial- 
rooms he was cheered. The cortege was accompanied 
through the town by a great crowd of people, who were 
in immediate contact with the carriage and the con- 
stables. In the mean time numbers had availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of reaching Queen-square by 
various short cuts, while the cavalcade proceeded along 
the Quay. 

Here the mob had brought a pair of trucks on which 
they had placed a large box — and when the Mayor's 
carriage was turning aloi^ the Quay at the bottom of 
Clare-street, an attempt wfis made to run the trucks 
against the carriage and tipping the box under the 
wheels to upset it. The scheme failed. The stopping 
of the Sherifis' carriage at the door of the Mansion- 
house, necessarily halted the others, when about half- 
a-^ozen stones were flung at the Mayor's carriage, in 
which were his Worship and Sir Charles Wetherell, and 
a crash of glass (one of the lamps, the windows being 
down) announced that they had taken effect. The 
carriage soon drew up to the door, and Sir Charles en- 
tered the Mansion-house without further molestation. 

At this time the crowd about the Mansion-house 
amounted to two or three thousand people; and the 
renewal of the disposition to riot was first exhibited by 
a few sticks and stones being throwa at the Mansion- 
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house. Upon the apprehension of one of the offenders^ 
the mob) who at this time were unarmed, raised a cij 
of '^ To the Back)^ where piles of faggots are usuaUy 
kept, and in a short time about 600 men returned, 
armed with sticks, and gave fight to the constables. 
The mob were however routed, and the constables pro- 
ceeded back in triumph, with bundles of sticks which 
had been captured in the affi^y, or dropped in the 
flight. SeTeralrumungskinniBhes took place occaMon. 
ally in difierent parts of the Square, and many persons 
received severe bruises. * One of the constables was 
actually chased into the float, from whence he was 
taken up by a boatman. One man had his skull 
fractured, and was carried off. After some time the 
constables retired within the Mansion-house, and at 
half-past two o'clock comparative order was restored. 
The mob, however, did not disperse; but in conse- 
quence of what appeared a restoration of order, many 
of the constables, fatigued with their exertions, retired 
to procure refreshments. 

It is with regret the Narrator is compelled to state, 
that during these disgraceful proceedings, numerous 
respectably dressed persons, who were walking in the 
Square, took no notice of the ccmduct of the mob ; but 
if a constable struck any of the mob, they cried ** it is a 
shame — a pack of Tory constables and bludgeon men." 
Several of the rioters, who had been during the morning 
taken at the Mansion-house,* were, about three o'clock, 
sent off to BrideweU, with a body of police officers. As 

* Among the prisoners taken into the Mansion House was a veiy 
powerful man, with bis bat wadded with straw ; be said Ae expected 
a rowy and it was to |>rotect bis head. Another very daring (ellow« 
who refused to give hit name, $aid he cam laUlyfrtm Bimmigkam. 
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toon as- the mob had intelligence of the prisoners being 
sent off, they followed in numerous parties, oTertook 
them at the end of Nelson-street, soon knocked down 
the constaUes, (one of whom was seriously ii\jured by 
kicks in the head) and released all the prisoners. 

As eyening approached, the mob became more 
daring, and renewed their attack on the Mansion- 
Hoose. Sticks and stones were discharged in 
quick succession at the windows, and no resistance 
being offered, they proceeded to further riolence. 
The Mayor came forward, and called upon the 
multitude to disperse. His Worship cautioned them 
of the consequences of continuing their refractory pro- 
ceedings; and, in alluding to the military, known to be 
in the immediate neighbourhood, said, he should be 
sorry for it to be hereafter said that, during his mayoralty, 
such scenes took place as most probably would ensue, 
if he should be compelled to read the Riot Act, and troops 
should be called in to quell the disturbances. During 
his address^ the Mayor was assaulted with stones, and 
a very large one narrowly missed striking him on 
the head. 

About dusk, when the mob was greatly increas- 
ed, the Mayor and three other Magistrates again 
came out in front of the Mansion House, and were 
received with a volley of stones, brickbats, &c., 
with which they were severely struck. The Riot Act 
was then read three times by the Mayor. When 
standing on a chair for this purpose, a top rail from 
the Square was thrown at him, which, had it struck him, 
would probably have killed him. 

The constables, after a very meritorious defence, were 
driven into the Mansion House, the front and side of 
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which the mob attacked with determined Airy. The 
yells and cries were frightful. ^^ Qire ub^^ they cried, 

« the b ^y Recorder, we'U murder him.** Soon all 

the window frames and shutters were beaten in, as well 
as the pannels of the doors. They raked the hall and 
dinmgLomwith brick-bate and large stones, which 
they procured by demolishing the court walls before the 
houses in the Square. The hall and parlour floors 
were coTered with stones. A party attempted the 
cellars. But now the resolute conduct of the special 
constables prevented their storming the house. Beds 
and furniture were brought down stairs to form screens 
for the constables. The mob thus resisted, then de- 
termined on setting fire to the Mansion-bouse ; and a 
quantity of straw was thrown into the dining room.^ 
The cry was, ^^ a light, a light,*' when at the moment 
two Magistrates came up with the dd Dragoon Guards. 
It may be remarked, that up to this time the mob bad 
been solely bent on destruction — plunder had not yet 
been contemplated as part of the scheme. 

During one of the most violent assaults on the Man- 
sion-house, the multitude of spectators, in imitation of 
the admirable rehearsals at several Reform meetings, 
sang in frdl chorus ^^ God save the King,*' as an en- 
couragement to the more adventurous of their gangs, 
who were attempting to bum the King's Judge for 
opening his Commission. 

While some were destroying the house, others were 
forming, according to the rules of revolutionary 
science, a barricade with the iron rsQling in front of 



* The Radical Papers, and Pamphlets, though they throw every 
possible abuse on the constables for doing their duty, call the 
ruffians (speaking of them at this time) a good-humoured mob. 
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the Mansion House, to prevent the approach of the 
militarjr ; poles and planks were also placed across 
Little King-street, and the gas lights were extinguished. 
About five minutes before the arrival of the military, 
the Recorder made his escape, the details of which are 
too interesting to be omitted ; but to give them imme- 
diately, would be an interruption to the course of the 
Narrative. (It should be mentioned that the squadron 
of the 14th, ordered to Fisher^s Repository, having 
had to go a considerable round to avoid the city, had 
not arrived when the Magistrates reached . the stables. 
When they did arrive, in about ten minutes, and were 
informed of the proceedings in the Square, they set off 
thither at a good pace.) When Col. Brereton entered 
the Mansion-House, one of the Magistrates told him 
that the Riot Act had been read three times, and that 
he must use whatever force was requisite to put down 
the mob ; the Mayor coming down stairs at the moment, 
the Magistrate appealed to him. The Mayor answered, 
^^ certainly it has my approbation.'" On the arrival of 
the troops the mob retired from the door, but con- 
tinued to occupy the ground in front in gpreat numbers, 
but in the presence of the military did not attempt to 
force an entrance into the Mansion House. Colonel 
Brereton was then directed to clear the streets, disperse 
the mob, and restore the peace of the city. The troops 
under his direction continued to march about the Square, 
according to orders, "to ride through" and "walk 
away" the rioters. Their conduct, however, became 
more turbulent. Brick-bats, stones, and other missiles 
were continually thrown at the soldiers, the constables, 
and the Mansion House. 
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Two of the 14th dragoons were brought in severely 
wounded, and an officer of the same regiment was much 
hurt by his hone falling under him. Notwithstanding 
the mob had made a persevering assault upon the Man- 
sion house, Col. Brereton expressed his opinion that it 
wfis a *^ good humoured mob/' — and he had no doubt he 
should be able to ^^ walk them away.** On the wounded 
soldiers being brought in, the Town Clerk asked the 
Colonel if the usage the poor fellows had received was 
a proof of the good temper of the mob. The conduct 
of Col. Brereton was indeed of so equivocal a nature, 
and so ill-suited to the instructions of the Magistrates 
to use all the force necessary to quell the riot, and 
restore the peace of the city, that the Town Clerk thought 
it necessary to ask him if he had any secret instructions 
from the Qovemment which conflicted with the orders 
of the Magistrates ; to which the Colonel replied, ^^ My 
instructions are to attend to the orders of the Magis- 
trates.** This however he failed to do, and hence the 
subsequent atrocities. 

Some time after, Capt. MusgTave*s troop of the 14th 
Dragoons, (the other having retired to refresh and 
feed) was ordered to ^^ charge ;** this was about eleven at 
night, and the troops of the 14th then drew their 
swords for the first time, but the order was given by 
Col. Brereton in terms too equivocal to be clearly under- 
stood, or to be strictly adhered to— -the order was *^ to 
use the flat of the sword as much as possible, and not 
to proceed to extremities till absolutely necessary ;** and 
even this qualified order, to repel by force, was shortly 
rescinded ; and subsequently, when that troop received 
considerable annoyance from numbers of the rioters, 
who had taken reAige in barges, and in places under 
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cover^ whei*e die troops conld not reach them, or make 
any return but by means of fire-arms to the incessant 
peltings, Col. Brereton gave most peremptory orders to 
the troop not to fire. 

At this time, eleven oMock, the Magistrates sent two 
or three constables before the troops with lights. Upon 
one of the officers of the 14th Dragoons coming in to 
complsun that the troops Would be uselessly sacrificed, 
being attacked by the mob, who retreated to the ships, 
where they could not be followed, and asking for per» 
ndfisiontofire, a military gentleman on half pay offered to 
go with a party of 25 men, if they could be supported by 
the soldiers, and dislodge the rioters ; but this was given 
up, upon CoL Brereton's suggesting, that in his opinion 
they would soon become quiet and go to their homes, 
if they were left unmolested, and saying he would be 
answerable for the peace of the dty, and would patrole 
it during the night The Magistrates requested Capt. 
Shute, of the Bedminster Troop of North Somerset 
Yeomanry Cavahy, to muster his troop in readiness 
by the next day. 

About a quarter before twelve a considerable portion 
of the mob moved ofi* to the Council-House, where they 
immediately proceeded to demolish the windows, and 
force the doors. They had broken about a hundred 
panes of glass, and would soon have gained entire pos- 
session of the building, when Captain Ghige's troop 
of the 14th dragoons arrived, which (on their return to 
Queen-square, after having refireshed and fed,) had 
received orders from Colonel Brereton to protect the 
Council-house. Capt. Qage being here left to his own 
discretion, the rioters were promptly charged through 
EQgh-street, Broad-stre<st, and Wine-street, and effec- 
tually dispersed. After this gallfnt movement, in which 
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about eight persons were severely wounded, not a 
rioter was for some time to be seen. The main body 
of the mob that had been driven down Broad-street, 
ran round through the Pithay and came up the alley in 
Wine-street, and pelted with bricks, stones, and pieces 
of iron the troops as they passed. Among the most 
active in assaulting the soldiers, was a man (belonging 
to St. George's parish) in a light-coloured dress, whose 
practice it was to advance into the street several paces, 
and throw his missile, of stone or iron, with well-directed 
aim. Capt. Gage, having observed him do this several 
times, drew a pistol and levelled it at him, but it flashed 
in the pan; one of the troop fired, and the man fell. 
The circumstance of the man being shot has been laid 
as the sole cause of the exasperation of the mob against 
the 14th ; but it is much more probable that it arose 
from the conviction that the 14th would not trifle with 
them, and the proof they had given of their determina- 
tion in driving the mob from their attempt upon the 
Council-house ; and how can those who would rest the 
ulterior proceedings upon this feeling in the mob against 
the 14th, account for the attack upon the Council-house, 
when the professed objects of irritation were assembled 
within tiie Mansion-house ? But for the timely aid of 
Capt. Gage, the Council-house would have been de- 
stroyed, and there would have been the commencement 
of the incendiarism and plunder. 

However the arrival of the troops in Queen-square 
may, for the time, have saved the demolition of the 
Mansion-house, their presence, unaccompanied with 
those active measures which it was their undoubted duty 
to have performed, it is more than probable gave a fearful 
sense of security to the mob ; and the extraordinary 
conduct of Colonel Brereton, in mixing with and 
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shaking hands with the rioters, and admitting their 
familiarities towards himself, must have given them 
great confidence, and even hopes of the co-operation of 
the soldiery, and that their atrocious attempt would be 
crowned with a military triumph. And perhaps this, 
not nnreasonable expectation, may have induced the 
principals of the riots to defer their operations, that they 
might, in the interval, either gain the soldiers to their 
purpose, or direct their first attention to effect the 
removal of any they could not tmst, or whom they had 
at least more reason to fear. 

About two o'clock on the Sunday morning, the mob 
having mostly withdrawn, and comparative tranquillity 
being restored, the troops retired to their quarters, with 
the exception of a picquet of the drd dragoon guards, 
left at the Mansion-house, and a picquet of the 14th 
dragoons left at the Council-house, which were relieved 
at intervak till between 7 and 8 o'clock in the morning 
of Sunday, when Colonel Brereton ordered both the 
picquets to return to their quarters. 

On this occasion, Colonel Brereton represented to 
the Magistrates that the jncquet of dragoons must be 
withdrawn, — that the troops were greatly fittigued, — 
and that the few remaining on duty only collected a 
crowd, without doing any good. They were accordingly 
sent off. Colonel B. wished the troops to be close 
together, and the attendance of a Magistrate was re- 
quested. One accordingly left the Square with the 
Colonel, and Leigh's Bazaar stables were hired for 
the troops, — ^the Magistrates agreeing to pay as for 
private horses, and aU other horses were removed to 
make room for those belonging to the military. 
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The NarratiTe has now reached the teniiiiiation of the 
first day of the Riots. It will be necessary^ howeyer, 
before the commencement of those of the succeeding 
day, to retnm, in order to gather a few circumstances 
and particulars which, though important, could not hare 
been well introduced previously, without disturbing the 
clear account of the general proceedings. 

In the temporary absence of the Under-Sheriff, be- 
tween six and seyen o'clock in the eyening, for the 
purpose of ascertaining if Sir Charles Wetherell had 
reached a place of safety, Msgor Mackworth, Aid-de- 
camp to Lord Hill, (whose personal narrative will be 
given in the Appendix) offered his assistance to the 
Mayor in organising the constables, which was readily 
accepted; they were accordingly sent out in parties 
into the Square and adjoining streets ; and in a short 
time nine prisoners captured by the civil force were 
safely conveyed to the Chiol.* Miyor Mackworth 
remained with the Mayor till two in the morning, 
and thus gives his testimony of the propriety. of 
the proceedings of the Civil Authorities. ^^ During 
this period the Mayor and Magistrates appecured 
to me to be using every means in their power to call 
out the citizens, and enrol them as special constables. 
When I quitted the Mansion-house, the crowd had 
nearly all dispersed, and I really thought the worst of 
the riot was over. The dragoons had hitherto only 
used the flat of their sabres.** 

* The fkct is, the constables were not so disoiiganized as it would 
appear from Major Mackworth's statement. Man\r of them had 
been on duty from ekht o'clock In the morning» and had acted 
with great couraae and propriety, and were then, as the dragoons 
had possession or the street, taking some refreshment, their com- 
mander, the Under-sheriff, boQg sent in search oiSirC. Wetherell. 
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When the necessity of calling in the troops became 
eyident, two Magistrates made the best of their way to 
the head-quarters of Colonel Brereton. They did not 
find him there, and proceeded immediately to Fisher's 
stables. Bat the troop of the 3rd dragoons would not 
move without the ColonePs orders. Shortly after, 
Colonel Brereton came in, when the extreme danger 
of the Recorder was urged, and the order was given 
to proceed to Queen-square, at a trot. On their 
airiyal, ^^ some of the rabble addressed the Colonel, but 
what they said was not heard ; the Colonel then took 
off his hat and cheered^ as also, from a sense of militaiy 
etiquette, did the officer in command of the 3rd, and 
some of the men ; hut which condescending example 
(says the military narratiye in the United Service Jour' 
nalj was not followed by the 14th.^ 

The houses in Queen-square having courts before 
them, the mob took possession of these as secure places, 
from whence they pelted the soldiers. It was thought 
proper to dear them. One of the officers of the 14th 
had marked a respectably dressed person very active 
in giving orders to the mob, and pursued him into a 
court, riding in after him. The man was very abusive, 
and the occupier of the house came down and took part 
with the rioter, and joined in ordering the officer out of 
the court. In less than four*and-tweilty hours that 
house was burned to the ground. Such is the reward 
of a relinquishment of manly duty, and the gratitude of 
ruffians ! ! And such is the safety to his property that 
a bad citizen will ensure by his base concession to the 
demands of a revolutionary rabble. 

G 
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At every stage of the riotous proceedings, instances 
occiuTed which completely refdte Ae assertion, that the 
mob acted wholly from momentary impulse. The fact 
we are about to quote, shews that the mob were on 
the look-out for the means of reyolutionaiy resistance^ 
against any attempt to counteract their operations^ 
and that they had well considered the efficacy of those 
means. Captain Morley, of the trow Weekly Packet, 
of Stroud, states, that on Saturday, the 29th October, 
he took on board, with yarious other goods, a quantity 
of oil of vitriol : that about eleven oVlock at night, 
a number of men, most of them Irishmen, came from 
Queen-square to his vessel, then lying on the Back, 
and demanded that he should deliver to them a carboy 
of vitriol. He addressed himself to one of the men 
whom he recognized as having been employed during 
the day in loading the vessel, and asked him what 
they wanted the vitriol for. He said, to throw over the 
horses in Queen-square (the 14th). The captain told 
him the vitriol was under the forcrdeck, and that they 
could not come at it without discharging the trow- 
They said, as there was plenty of room right and left 
(meaning overboard) they would not be long unloading 
her, and were about to commence, when they heard the 
approach of the 14th, who were on their way to the 
Back to light the gas lamps which had been put out. 
They left the trow, and ran under the Market-house, 
and commenced throwing stones at the 14th. In the 
mean time, the captain of the trow found assistance, 
and hauled off his vessel to the middle of the Float ; 
and on the return of the scoundrels they could not 
^ard her. 
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It may be proper here to gire some details of the 
escape of Sir Charles Wetherell. It urill be recollected 
that the populace were prevented from firing the Man- 
sion-house by the timely arrival of the soldiers; they 
had obtained a short possession of the lower part of 
the house, and had thrown a quantity of straw into 
the dining-room and parlour, and were calling for 
lights ; — ^they were in such force that they had driven 
the constables to the staircase, which was raked with 
missiles from the front door and the side windows. 

It was now evidently the intention to make sure of 
their victim, by burning him alive within the Mansion- 
house. Nor were the ruffians deterred from the attempt 
by any consideration of destruction, in the same ruin, of 
the Magistrates and constables. The sacrifice was 
ordered. At this alarming crisis there was great con- 
fusion, every one being aware of the imminent danger, 
and dreading a devouring enemy from whom no exercise 
of courage could save them. The Recorder succeeded 
in getting upon the flat roof of a portion of the dining- 
room, which had been added to it for the purpose of 
increasing its size. Two other individuals had also 
taken refuge there. This was a position of great 
danger, for there was apparently no means of exit, and 
had the mob then rushed in, they would all probably 
have been murdered. The Recorder challenged the two 
persons, " All friends ?** " We hope aU are friends here,** 
was the reply; ^^areyontheSwordbearer?** Sir Charles 
readily made himself known to them. Looking upwards, 
they observed a light, and one of the party with great 
difficulty climbed up, and seeing through a window in 
the next house a female in a state of great alarm, 

g2 
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he called to her, and enquired if she had a ladder in 
the house ; she replied in the affirmatiyey went away, 
and shortly returned with the ladder; but here was 
another difficulty, — ^the ladder could only be placed 
in a slanting direction, by no means easy to be ascended. 
But in this they succeeded, and were now on the roof, 
that which there was a considerable drop to the stables 
which were at the back. They, however, descended in 
safety; and endeayouring to get into the hay-loft by 
breaking the window, the coachman was alarmed, and 
ran out from the stable, thinking the rioters were 
breaking in. On opening the stable door the mob 
rushed towards it ; but the man prudently stepped in 
and closed the door. After some time, finding all 
quiet, he went into the hay-loft, and was told his master 
was there. The window-frame was soon taken out, and 
the party got into the stable. The mob at this time 
had been driven fix>m the front, and were in great 
number in Little Eong-street, at the back of the Mansion- 
house. After a while the coachman looked out and 
reported the mob were diminishing. Upon this Sir 
Charles efiected an exchange of dress with one of 
the persons he had met on the leads, and instantly 
made arrangements of terms, suitable to his apparent 
condition, to be used towards him in the presence of 
the mob ; and thus, with a low familiar name, he left 
the stables with one of the persons abovementioned ; 
the other followed shortly after. At the end of King- 
street, they met a large party, which, by means of the 
dialogue before agreed upon, they passed without ex- 
citing suspicion. They proceeded along the Quay, 
over the Drawbridge, and arrived in safety at a house 
on Kiiigsdown, 
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After remaining there a short time, Sir Charles 
expressed great anxiety on the Mayor's aceonnty and in 
consequence left the house and returned to the city ; 
he passed along the Quay, and remained in that quarter 
nearly two hours ; when, finding the mob were not dis- 
persed, and Chat the military were inactiye, he remarked, 
that it would be useless for him to wait any longer, and 
he returned to Kingsdown ; which he afterwards left in 
a chaise for Newport. He arriyed at Newport between 
two and three in the morning. It has been reported 
in the Papers that the innkeeper spoke disrespectfidly 
of Sir Charles ; but it would be injustice to Mr. Giles 
to suffer this account to pass uncontradicted. It has 
not the slightest truth. The post-boys had informed 
the servants that it was the Recorder of Bristol who 
had amred. These acquainted Mr. Giles, who was in 
bed ; he arose immediately. Sir Charles sent for him, 
and conyersed with him half an hour, nor was there the 
slightest disrespect shewn. Sir Charles expressed his 
fears that the disturbance in Bristol was more than a 
common riot, for, added he, ^^ I am not aware that I 
eyer injured any indiyidual in the city.^ 

It certainly is not a little extraordinary that the Press, 
both in and out of London, as if they were in the pay or 
under the influence of those who contrived the riots, 
should haye taken so much pains to direct the public 
odium against Sir Charles Wetherell. It cannot be 
asserted, with any pretence of reason, that it was be» 
cause he had said there was a '^ re-action'' in the public 
opinion on the Reform Bill, for he was neither the first 
or last that had made that assertion. WiU that circum- 
stance then satisfactorily account for the hue and cry set 
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up against him? It was quite astonishing to read the 
paragraphs in the papers and pamphlets against the 
Recorder of Bristol; — ^they were the maniac howlings of 
demons after their prey, rather than the honest and 
wholesome strictures of an English Press, whose boasted 
liberty had not until then become the pander to the 
assassin. There is a mystery in this not yet explained. 
But coi\jectures are easy. 

Before finally closing the account of the Saturday 
Riots, it may not be irreleyant to make one remark 
upon a charge so firequently urged against the Magis- 
trates, that they did not, in express terms, direct the 
troops to fire. Now it does not appear necessary that 
the Magistrates should point out in what precise way 
the soldier is to do his duty. It is sufficient if he is told 
to do it efiectuaUy ; the mode must rest upon his dis- 
cretion, and his knowledge of the uses of his resources. 
But if the reader will bear in mind the communication 
of a Magistrate to Colonel Brereton, on his first arriyal 
in Queen-square, that the troop must fire and put 
down the mob^ and that this order had the Mayor^s 
approbation ; and if he will bear in mind the remon- 
strances used to Colonel Brereton, and the enquiry if 
he had any other orders that forbad him the required 
use of the forces under his command, the charge will at 
once fall to the ground. And it is a wonderful incon- 
sistency that an accusation of this character should be. 
levelled against the Magistrates by the very parties who 
were so loud against them for applying at all for military 
force. But in fact it should rather be asked, why were 
not the military called in, and to instant action, at a 
very early stage of the riots ? — and why were the mob 
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suffered such an atrocious indulgence as their advocates 
demanded and still demand for them ? But here, like- 
wise, let the candid reader bear in mind the oppoHiion 
that was given to the first application for the military, 
and the unusual restrictions imposed by the Goyemment 
on the use of the means they so tardily granted ;let him 
recollect also the known scrutiny which the Goyem- 
ment had so recently taken of Magisterial duties else- 
where, and the danger attending an energetic exercise 
of them; — ^let the candid reader bear all this in mind, 
and independently of the excuse which he will find in a 
natural and humane dislike to shed blood, he will be at 
no loss to justify and to applaud the proceeding of the 
Magistracy. It is a base and abominable cry that is set 
up against them, powerful, because it is the work of a 
demon Press, and for the yilest of pui-poses.* But it 
is hoped, even in this case, truth will prevail — and that 
there will be a re-action more creditable to the public 
feeling. 

* The envtoiu malignity of the Radical Prew against the Corpo- 
ration hat exceeded all discretionary boundB. The Brittol Mercwy 
of the 1st Noy., while describing the horrors of the riots, and the 
breaking into the Mansion-house, treats as a ludicrout matter the 
exposure of the kitchen : — *^ the meats turning at the spits, and upon 
the ranges the different saucepans, kettles, &c, boiling, unattended 

5' a living soul." And then, forgetting the feast was provided by 
e Mayor, (a reforming Mayor,]) as an official necessity and con- 
dition, the virulent writer makes it a most serious charge of cruelty 
and gluttony against the Magistrates, to make the people believe 
that they contemplated nothing but the luxuries ot a banquet.— 
** But tlie idea which, at the moment, so forcibly impressed us of 
the feelings of the men, who, anticipating disturbances ofimportance, 
sufficient to justify the calling in of the military, could, under such 
circumstances, contemplate the luxuries of a banquet, forbids us to 
enlarge upon the subject. We turned from the scene with disgust.'* 
The writer was not such a senseless fool as to have anv such feelings; 
but it would throw contempt on the authority of the Magistrates, 
when that authority was most wanted for the peace of the city. 
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PART VIII. 

RENEWAL OF THE RIOTS ON SUNDAY MORNING. 

At about two o^clock in the morning of Sunday, when 
the greater portion of the mob had withdrawn, all the 
troops were ordered to their quarters, except a picquet 
of the 3rd dragoons who were left to patrol the Square, 
and a party of the 14th protecting the Council-house. 

Three Magistrates sat up at the Mansion-house the 
whole of Saturday night, during which time carpenters 
were at work boarding up all the windows and doors, 
which was completed by six o'clock in the morning. 
At day break two of these Magistrates were relieved by 
others, but the Mayor still remained. 

Between seyen and eight o'clock. Colonel Brereton 
arrived at the Mansion-house, accompanied by M^or 
Mackworth, and stated that the picquet must be with- 
drawn, as they were fatigued, and instead of being 
serviceable only tended to collect a crowd. They were 
accordingly ordered to their quarters. 

The picquet had been no sooner removed, than the 
mob quickly came into the Square in great force. It is 
clear that the greater part of them must have been up 
all nighty for they came down in a body^ as if some- 
where assembled and organized for instantaneous 
action. They immediately again attacked the Mansion 
House, tore down all the barricades that had been put 
up during the night, obtained complete possession 



90 TH£ BRISTOL RIOTS. 

of the lower part of the house, and then commenced the 
plunder or destruction of eyery species of property it 
contained. It was now that the Mayor and one of the 
Sherifis with difficulty escaped over the roolb. The 
Mayor on this occasion showed considerable courage ; 
he hesitated even then to quit his post, though it was 
no longer tenable ; and it was only on the remonstrance 
of M^jor Mackworth, who told him, though a soldier, 
that he thought it his duty to leaye, that he was pre- 
Tailed upon. Some constables made their escape at 
the same time. During the sacking of the Mansion- 
house, the wine cellars were forced, and a very large 
s tockof choice wines fell into the hands of the mob. It 
was a prize not to be neglected, and the effects were 
soon yisible. The intoxicated wretches in great num- 
bers ran or staggered through the more distant parts of 
the city, and this exhibition of their triumph drove fresh 
forces into the tumult, and they rushed to the Square 
to the indulgence of intoxication and plunder. The 
furniture of the ground floor, tables, china, and glass, 
were thrown into the Square, and wine distributed and 
wasted. 

The Mayor and Magistrates in person immediately 
seek Colonel Brereton, order him to get out the troops, 
and, while the soldiers are saddling their horses, knock 
at the doors in College-green and on St. Augustine's 
Back, and call on the inhabitants to collect their ser- 
yants and neighbours, and in the King's name to aid 
and assist the Magistrates. The troops arriye in the 
Square, Colonel Brereton a their head. (On reaching 
the Quay they had opened their ranks and taken the 
Mayor and another Magistrate between the horses.) 
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The arrival of the soldiers gave sL temp<mry check 
to the proceedings of the mob, part of whom withdrew, 
but soon returned and renewed their peltings, with 
stones and other missiles. The Mansion-house was, 
however, retaken by the constables; but the rioters, 
expelled from the interior, tore away the iron-raUings 
in front of the house, part of which they employed in 
forming barriers across the roadway of the Square to 
prevent the troops from acting, and with other portions 
of it they armed themselves for purposes of intimidation 
and violence. 

As soon as the troops were drawn up, * the Riot Act 
was read by Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse, and many re- 
spectably-dressed persons who were standing near were 
requested to go away immediately, as the troops would 
be directed to fire, and if they remained they must take 
the consequences. A second and a third time the Riot 
Act was read, and many women and children who were 
looking out of the windows of houses in the Square, 
were cautioned by signs to retire, lest the shots should 
reach them. Each time after reading the Riot Act the 
Magistrate addressed the rioters, entreating them to 
disperse, and representing the peril at which they stayed. 
He then told Col. Brereton that the rioting must be 
put down, and the Square cleared. The Colonel's answer 
was, ** the troops cannot and shall not fire;'' they had, 
he said, been up aU night — that the horses and men were 
much fatigued, and were not able to contend against 
the mob — ^that if the soldiers fired, the mob would be so 
infuriated that they might overcome the troops, and the 
dty be given up to slaughter — ^that it would be better 
to keep the mob in temper until the next morning, 
when a reinforcement of troops might be expected. 
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About half-past ten, Col. Brereton conceiving that the 
presence of the 14th, who had killed a rioter, as has 
been shown, in Wine-street, irritated the mob, ordered 
them back to their quarters. They left the Square by 
the Excise ayenne. When the front rank of the troop 
had come opposite the Hole-in-the-Wall public-house, 
a mob of about five hundred, many of them armed with 
Mansion-house iron railing, began pelting the rear of the 
the troop with brick-bats and stones, which made the 
horses plunge, and the Sergeant rode to the Captain, who 
immediately halted the men, and faced them about. 
The order was given to draw their swords, and three 
men charged down to the bottom of Prince's-street ; in 
turning, one of the horses fell, and three more charged 
down ; but the soldier having got up and mounted^ they 
turned round and re-joined the troop, who again pro- 
ceeded towards their quarters along the Quay, at a foot 
pace. The mob, after the troop had passed the end of 
Marsh-street,ran down that street and through the lanes, 
and reached the Steam Packet OflBce, near the Draw- 
bridge, and havin|2f thus got before the soldiers, again 
commenced pelting. This was borne with the greatest 
patience and forbearance, and the troop passed the 
bridge. The mob rushed after them, and orders were 
then given to present pistols, but as there appeared 
to be many respectable persons on their wa to church, 
no order was given to fire. Opposite Denmark-street, 
about a dozen poweifol fellows laid hold of one of the 
dragoons, and attempted to pull him ofi^his horse ; he 
drew his pistol and shot one of them dead ; the Captain 
came immediately to the rear of the troop, and faced 
round the rear rank. The mob gave way for a moment, 
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and the troop proceeded. In their way up St Augns- 
tineas-back about a dozen shots -were fired,* but the 
soldiers acted with so much judgment, that not an indir 
vidual was wounded that was not actively engaged in 
pelting them. The mob ran through Hanover-street 
and Denmark-street, and again attacked them at the top 
of Unity-street. The officer soon drove them down that 
street; and to their great astonishment his horse went 
up the Grammar School steps, and dislodged a party 
who were pelting firom thence. From the centre of 
CoUege-green they were again annoyed with missiles, 
and one of the dragoons was severely hurt; but upon 
three or four of the soldiers leaping the railings and 
iron hurdles, the mob ran like a flock of sheep. The 
troop then proceeded through the Green to College- 
street, where they were again attacked, and four or five 
persons were wounded ; after which they reached their 
quarters. About a quarter of an hour afterwards, 
a party went down to the Boar's Head Yard, with the 
intention of attacking the stables, but the centinel fired 
his carbine over their heads, and they all moved ofil 

Soon after the retiring of the 14th dragoons to 
their quarters. Colonel Brereton proceeded to the 
Mansion-house, and stated to the Magistrates on duty 
there, that the 14 th had again fired and must leave the 
city. The Magistrates remonstrated, that the city 
would be left defenceless, and referred him to the Mayor 

* Col. Brereton hearing the firing rode to St. Augustine's Back, 
andy near the churchy spoke to the otStceTi he then turned round to 
the mob, and told them the troop had fired without his orders and 
he would take care there should he a strict investigation, and that 
they diould leave the city. Cheered by the mob he returned to the 
Square. 
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and Magistrates at the Quildhall. On his anival there 
he applied to those Authorities for their sanction to the 
sending the two troops of the 14th out of the town ; but 
he was distinctly told they would not authorise or 
consent to this proposal; that if he sent them away, the 
act must be solely on his own responsibility. Having 
expressed his determination to remove them, they did 
not reftise to point out quarters. Soon after 12 o^clock, 
Colonel Brereton came to Fisher's stable yard, and told 
one of the officers that he must immediately quit the 
dty. Some explanation took place. When Captain 
Gage came in, he was told to leave the city immediately. 
After a short conversation, he enquired where he was to 
go ? ** Where you please, only get away," was the reply. 
Some person in the yard suggested Keynsham, where it 
was settled they should go. At this time there was a 
considerable mob in the street, and there being three or 
four horses at the Bazaar stables, there was some dffi* 
culty about their joining the rest of the troop. Col. B. 
expressed great anxiety about their going, and added, 
** You must trot out of town.** The squadron left the 
yard followed by the mob. In Limekiln-lane one of the 
dragoon horses fell, the mob made a rush, and a few 
shots were fired. They proceeded down the Hotwell- 
road, round Cumberland Basin, by the new River, into 
the Bath road, without further molestation. No troops 
ever showed more forbearance or acted in a more 
laudable spirit. Thus were Jaded* troops sent to iroi 
six miles ; yet to their credit be it spoken, they went 
with great reluctance. 

* Colond B. admitted on Uie tubieqiiont Court Martial, that these 
troops were fit for any service. 
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After this, Colonel Brereton returned to the Square, 
and informed the mob that he had sent the 14th out of 
the city, and they exulted greatly at their success. 

The 14th having left the city, it was viriuaUy sur- 
rendeired to a lawless mob. 

Soon afl;er the arriyal of the Mayor at the Guildhall, 
the Hollowing notices were issued and posted up in the 
Square, and other parts of the city : — 

"Council-House, Oct. 30, 1881. 

^ Sir Charles Wetherell left Bristol at twelve o*clock 
" last night.^ 

'^ The Riot Act has been read three times. All per- 
"sons found tumultuously assembling are guilty of 
" capital felony.'' 

" By order of the Mayor." 

"Sunday, Oct. SO, 1881.'' 

" The Magistrates most earnestly entreat the assist- 
" ance of their fellow citizens to restore the peace of the 
" dty, by assembling immediately at the Guildhall." 

" GuildhaU, Sunday morning, half-past ten o'clock." 

These were soon torn down, and the unfortunate 
bill-sticker knocked about. His kettle was taken from 
him, the paste thrown about, and the kettle forced 
upon his head, amid the laughter of the mob. A bill 
from the Bristol Political Union was also posted, and 
remained unmolested ! 

Besides the public notices given above, the Magis- 
trates sent letters and messengers to all the Churches 
and Chapels, calling upon the Citizens to attend at the 
Guildliall. An express had been sent for the Dodding- 
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ton Troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, and odiers, and the 
foUonving notice had been posted at the Btur of the Com* 
mercial Rooms :•— 

'^The Citizens are requested to meet the Magistrate 
at the Council-house, to assist them in suppressing the 
riotous conduct of the mob, and to restore peace to the 

city.'' 

Did the citizens obey these calls ? It appears tJiat 
about 150 gentlemen attended, who, after some con- 
versation as to the means necessary to restore the peace 
of the city, were requested to attend again at four 
o^clock, with as many friends as they could collect. At 
the a^'oumed meeting it was stated to the gentlemen 
present, that they would have to be on duty all night. 
This was agreed to on condition that they should be 
supported by the troops ; but they expressed unwilling- 
ness to risk their lives if deprived of the aid of the 
soldiers. 

In the mean while the Square was rather the 
scene of brutal drunkenness than of riot, such as it 
had witnessed. One act of a revolutionary ten- 
dency was, however, exhibited. A person mounted the 
Equestrian Statue of William the Third, and fixing a 
tricoloured cap on a long pole (this cap, it is certain, was 
not hastily made,) pronounced aloud '^the Cap of 
Liberty." A few soldiers were still drawn up in front of 
the Mansion-house, but they and the mob seemed 
little disposed to molest each other. The mob well 
knew that Colonel Brereton had sent the 14th out of 
town because they had fired, and were quite indifierent 
therefore respecting the drd, (or, as they called them, 
the red jackets,) thinking they would not act. 
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Hitherto the attacks of the mob had been confined to 
the Conncil-house and the Mansion-house. They had 
not yet completely succeeded at either of these points. 
It was now thought time to extend their operations. 

About one o^dock a large body was congregated in 
the Old Market-street, among whom many individuals 
were observed .to be particularly active. About this 
time three respectably dressed men arrived in a gig at 
one of the inns in that street, as also two men in a fly, 
who had come in on the Saturday in a Bath chaise. 
After a long conference, the mob moved off in haste 
towards the town. There can be but little doubt that 
all their plans were now finally arranged, under the 
siq>erintendence of the^e strangers. 



H 
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PART IX. 

BURNING OP THE PRISONS. — SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

Soon after one o'clock the mob had very much in- 
creased about the Mansion-house, particularly on the 
Charlotte-street side ; and their attacks were renewed 
with a violence that indicated a fixed determination to 
accomplish their deep-laid plan of outrage and incendi- 
arism. The windows of the banquetting-room were 
soon dashed in pieces, as the prelude to more extensiye 
destruction. 

In the course of the morning, the constables had 
apprehended a boy, who it appeared had been active in 
throwing stones ; but on the charge being investigated 
by the Magistrates, they were not satisfied that the 
evidence was sufficiently clear against the boy, and they 
accordingly discharged him ; but, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, he did not quit the Mansion-house, though at 
perfect liberty to do so. The mob, however, seized upon 
the circumstance as a color to their proceedings, and 
there was a general cry of " rescue, rescue,** "down with 
the house,** &c. Upon this, a gentleman of the Society 
of Friends told the mob, if they would move ofi; the boy 
should be releasedj and he went into the Mansion-house.* 

* During this occarrence a message was sent to the Mag;istrates 
from the officer commanding the 3rd dragoons, then in the Squafe, 
requesting to speak with them. One of them accordii^ly went to 
him, when the officer told him that the mob wanted a pnsoner, who 
muti be given up, or the force which he hi^l would not be able to 

H2 
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On communicating the fact to the mob, that the boy 
had been released, they exulted greatly, considering 
that the Magistrates had yielded through fear ; and veiy 
soon after a cry was raised, '' now then, we will have 
the prisoners out of Bridewell.'' During this the drd 
dragoons and the mob were on the best terms. Wine 
was carried about in great quantities from th^ Mayor's 
cellar ; and soon after another body came down, and 
instantly the cry was ^' Bridewell." It was about 
half-past one o'clock a party of them proceeded to 
Bridewell ; on their way thither they halted and broke 
open a smith's shop, in Nelson-street, where they pro- 
cured hammers, crow-bars, &c.,* and with these for- 
midable weapons they attacked the Bridewell. Mr. 
Evans, the keeper, had, on their approach, taken the 
precaution to shut the gates, and endeavoured, with the 
assistance of the turnkey and other persons, to resist 
the pressure against the gate on the Nelson-street side, 
which however gave way, and the whole space was 
instantly filled with persons. Mr. Evans and the turnkey 
were driven into the house-side of the Bridewell.f The 
mob first lifted the large gates off the hinges, and threw 
them into the adjoining river Froome, that they might not 
be closed upon them while engaged in further operations. 
They then began with their bars to open an old window, 

keep the mob io chedc» and that the constables had done wrong in 
causing excjtemeuti bv uselessly taking persons into custody. The 
Magistrate informed him that the prisoner had long since been 
dischai^ed. 

* A quantity of biicks, accumulated for the purpose of new 
frondng a house in Bridewell-Iane» fell a prize to the mob; about 
1,500 were taken for purposes of Tiolence. 

^ f The prison and the keeper's dwelling-bouse occupied opposite 
sides of a court, through which there was a thorooghlhre by dily ; 
at night the gates were closed. 
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wlien Mr. Evans made his appearance with a blunder- 
buss, and gave notice he would fire at the first person that 
moYed a stone. Thus they were kept at bay for about 
a quarter of an hour. The keeper by this time learned 
that the 14th dragoons had been sent out of the city, 
and seeing no hopes of assistance, he enquired of the 
mob what they wanted ; they replied, ^'release the men 
that were committed last night, and we will be off.^ 
The key was handed down, and the prisoners were 
liberated. The keeper, his wife, and children, and some 
other persons who were in the house, escaped over the 
roof; and in a few minutes after the mob had obtained 
possession, the buildings were set on fire. 

Soon after the attack upon Bridewell, a large party 
proceeded to the new Gaol, a very strong stone build- 
ing, erected only a few years ago at a great expence. 
In their way they attacked the workshops of Messrs. 
Acraman. The following is given as a specimen of their 
obedience to the orders of their leaders. After the door 
of the warehouse was forced, a respectably-dressed man, 
short and rather stout, in a suit of brown, and a double- 
fiilled shirt, with three pearl buttons, came up, and 
taking ofl^ his gloves ordered all but three men out of the 
warehouse. These he sent for two dozen sledge ham- 
mers, as many crow bars andiron wedges, and then 
directed the door to be secured. But on consideration 
he said, ** we shall want some spanners to take ofi*the 
nuts; get three pair, but mind I shall expect all these 
tools to be returned P* 

The governor of the Oaol, having received informa- 
tion of the attack, had gone to the Mansion-house, 
and was referred to the Guildhall. Here two Alder- 
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men, Mr. Hilhouse and Mn SaTage, haying cdUected 
about sixty citizens and constables, went with the 
governor to the Goal. They found at the time of their 
arrival an immense multitude, not less, probably, than 
fifteen thousand persons about the Goal, and in front 
of the portal or entrance. The streets were filled 
with respectably dressed persons, but none of them 
joined the Magistrates. This small party, with the two 
Aldermen, were instantly fiuiously attacked with a 
volley of stones and other missiles, and forced to 
retire— one gentleman was knocked by a brick-bat 
on the side of the head, and whilst down was struck 
with a pump-handle; — ^he was taken home insensible. 
The force of the mob was every moment fearfully 
encreasing, a dense mass had coUected, and on the 
other side of the nver, wherever the eye could range, 
thousands were in motion. 

Though the mob were in force at the Bridewell and 
Gaol at the same time, there was such evident concert 
in their operations, that the same system was pursued 
at each place, and many of the most violent among them 
were proved to have been active in both the attacks.* 

Messengers had in the mean time been sent to, and had 
found Col. Brereton, and told him that the Magistrates 
were gone to the Goal, and requested the troops to 
join them there. The mob first began their attack on 
the small door, which leads to the turnkey's room, but 
they could make no impression ; they then attacked the 
large gates with sledge-hammers and iron bars — after 
some time there was a call for wedges, which were 



* William Clarke and Patrick Kearny were afterwards convicted 
of anisting in the demolition of the Bridewell and Gaol. 
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diiyen into the lower part of the large gates. As the 
aplinters were thrown off they were cast among the 
people, and received with great cheering. After about 
three quarters of an hoar's labour, a hole was made in 
the bottom of one of the gates, large enough for a pers<m 
to go through, when a man crept in and drew the 
laige bolts ; the gates being open the mob rushed into 
the jard and goyemoi^s house, and threw every move- 
able artiele into the New River ; as the tide was ebbing 
fiut, all was carried off by the stream. The caravan 
used for conveying the prisoners to the Quildhall was 
launched into the water, and thither also were thrown 
the governor's books, and other property, 

Th^ were in the act of releasing the prisoners when 
the Srd dragoons under the command of Cornet Kelson 
arrived ; they had proceeded at a foot pace, and when 
in sight of Prince^s-street-bridge, the mob ran in every 
direction. The soldiers rode up to the large gates, and 
one of them looked in. At this time not more than 
three of the prisoners had been liberated, and about 200 
rioters might have been secured in the Gt>al, by merely 
guarding the entrance. The gates were only partly in- 
jured, and could have been secured with ease. The road 
before the Goal having a high wall on one side and 
the river on the other, half a score dragoons might have 
beaten off any mob ; had the soldiers then present^ 
about twenty in number, performed their duty, the ring- 
leaders would have been taken in the prison, and the riots 
might have terminated. On the arrival of the dragoons 
the turnkey and another person closed the inner gates, 
which secured the mob in the prison yard ; but at this 
critical moment orders were given to the soldiers to wheel, 
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who accordingly returned to their quarters, the dragoons 
holding up their hands as the mob cheered them. The 
officer in command had received peremptory orders 
from Col. Brereton to use no molencej but merely to 
go to the Gaol and return.* The rioters now thiwlcing 
the city was entirely in their possessaon, shouted ^' the 
soldiers are with us." The prisoners (170 in number) 
were released ; many of them, male and female, stripped 
off their prison clothes, and went away almost in a state 
of nudity, the mob following them with exultations. 
The wretched man, Davis, who afterwards snflered for 
his crimes, gave many of the liberated prisoners money. 
Orders were then given to proceed ^' to Hill's-bridge, 
to stop the London mail." Davis took off his hat, put it 
on his umbrella, waved it, and cheered the mob, and 
said "Now d — ^n ye, we will have reform — this is 
what ought to have been done years ago." The 
prisoners being liberated, the next step taken, was that 
of setting the prison on fire; and a black handkerchief 
having been tied to the weathercock on the top of the 
porter's lodge over the gateway, it seemed to be the 
signal for commencing operations; for immediately 
after, dense clouds of smoke were seen to issue fix>m 
every part of the building. The flames began to break 
out from the tread-mill, where the rioters had collected 
the straw of the wards and set fire to it — this burnt with 
fiu7 until it was quite consumed. In about an hour the 
governor's house, over which was the chapel, was com- 
pletely in flames. This was fired by Kearney and the 
party with him. 

*In his examination on the Court-Martial, Cornet Kelson was 
asked what report he made to Colonel Brereton, on bis retam firom 
the Gaol. His reply was-— ^ I said I had done what he told i 

MOTBINO/* 
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The bendies in the chapel were rubbed over mth a 
liquid, which the mob brought with them in tins in their 
pockets ; and putting the benches on their ends, the fire 
ran up to the ceiling. From the large body of wood in 
the upper part of the building the fire was very fierce, 
so as even to destroy the massive stone heads of the 
windows. Many attempts were made to fire the Goal in 
the wings, but without success. Hiey, therefore, set to 
work to demolish as much as they could. Scarcely a 
pane of glass was left unbroken in the whole building. 
If so dense a mass as that here collected were not all 
rioters, the shouts of encouragement were too loud to 
be mistaken, and indicated a citizen population willing, 
and rejoicing that the King's Goal should be burned ; 
and ^^the King and Reform** were the common pass« 
words used alike for triumph and security. 

About Uus time the President of the Political Union, 
whose placard had given somudi encouragement to the 
rioters, endeavoured by addressing the mob to quell 
the storm. But when the mob become masters they 
will not listen ; — ^when they did listen, they took other 
lessons fit>m their lecturers than those of obedience and 
peace. They now, seeing the city undefended by the 
soldiers, openly avowed their intention of burning and 
plundering private property. One of the prisoners, who 
had been convicted of robbing his master in Mary-le* 
port-street at the previous Sessions, on his being 
liberated went to his master's house with a mob, and 
demanded £20. After some time £10. was given him.* 

From the Goal a mob of about three hundred persons 
proceeded down the New Cut; — the main body halted 

* This man was an Irishman ; afterwards apprehended In Ireland, 
tried, and transported for life. 
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opposite the Baltk Wharf g^tes^ and about forty, headed 
by u respectable looking nuuvtall and upright, adyaneed 
towards the Toll-house bj Cumbeiland Basin, and 
addressed the party — *^ These gates were to have been 
down five years ago — not down yet ? — go it^ my lads.^ 
About a dozen took the towing-path gate off the hinges, 
and sent it into the river. The large gate foUowed. 
A rioter, a young man, then went to the toU-keeper, 
and told him to remove his goods, while they were 
destroying the gates; these being disposed of, he took 
a quantity of oil and threw it on the- floor, and 
also poured part of the contents of a tin case on 
the floor, and with fire fix>m the grate set the whole in a 
blaze. The mob then took down the window shutters 
and threw diem into the fire. 

While the toll-houses were burning, one of the 
ringleaders went to Cumberland Basin, and enquired 
what ships had come down that tide, and what steam- 
vessels were expected? After a scrutinizing ex- 
amination of the Basin he returned. The mob had 
stationed some of their number along the line from the 
toll-house to die Gaol, to keep up a communication by 
signals, in case of their being opposed and requiring 
reinforcements. 

The fellow who had set fire to the Toll-house took 
off his jacket and dried it before the fire ; he remained 
a quarter of an hour, and boasted to the Collector, that 
he had had ^ hard work at the prison, and got a wet 
jacket^ In a short space of time, the toU-houses and 
gates on PrinceVstreet bridge were destroyed, and the 
ascending flames announced to the mob in other parts 
that the perpetrators were ready for their ulterior action. 
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At the Priiice*8-8treet toU-honse, a North conntryman, ia 
a fiistiaii dress, enqnired if all the things were remoTed. 
He soon went up stairs (the foot toll-house) and said, 
** I ean wait no longer,** sent the bed down stairs, and 
ordered sH the people oiat ; in a minute this toll-house 
also was in flames. 

The next outrage committed was upon the Lawford*s 
Chite Prison, at the eastern extremity of the dty, in 
the county of Gloucester. But before following the 
mob on their errand of destruction, it is now proper to 
Retail the proceedings of the Citizens and Magistrates. 
It will be recollected that the latter had taken much 
pains to induce the citizens to assemble in active defence 
of their city. While these disgraceful riots were in 
progress, about two hundred persons met in the Guild- 
hall; the Mayor presided, and informed them that 
Bridewell was in flames and the Goal attacked, and 
intreated their most strenuous endeavours to restore 
the pubBc peace. Some of the citizens present, as we 
have before stated, expressed their willingness to act, 
but declined risking their lives unless supported 
by the military. On the arrival of Colonel Brereton, 
Mr. Segeant Ludlow addressed him on the part and 
in the presence of the Civil Authorities, demanding 
in their name, and in the most imperative terms, 
that the squadron of the 14th dragoons should be 
recalled, and the troops be immediately employed for 
the restoration of the public peace, and to preserve the 
dty from destruction. But every demand on the part 
of the Civil Authorities for the recal of the 14th dragoons 
and for the efficient employment of the troops, was 
repeatedly and most peremptorily resisted by Colonel 
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Brerelon. There was a general exclamalion on the 
part of the assembled citizens that they were lost with* 
out the support of the soldiers. Many persons proposed 
plans, buty as is usual in such cases, little good was eflfected. 
There was great confusion, much of which was probably 
created by the emissaries of the rebel mob, who mixed 
in these assemblies, to interrupt plans of combination, 
and to give intelligence of their formation and intention. 
The general feeling was, that unless the troops were 
recalled the citizens would run into sure destniction or 
hazard, without attaining even a prospect of success. 
This meeting therefore broke up without coming to 
any satisfactory conclusion. After this, many of the 
gentiemen proceeded to the Coundl-house, to defend 
that building, while the Mayor and some of the other 
Magistrates went to the head-quarters of the Com* 
mander-in-Chief, to ascertain the places from whence 
troops might be obtained, and to confer with him on 
the best means of promptly procuring them. It was 
here agreed that despatches should be sent to Lon- 
don, Gloucester, Cardiff, Bath, &c. and seven Post- 
Office expresses were at once sent off. 

Whilst the Magistrates were finishing their dispatches, 
at the ColoneFs office, a proposal was forced on their 
attention, by a person who requested an order to throw 
the contents of Mr. Hole's shop (the gunsmith's) into 
the river. The value of the arms was required ; and 
it turned out the stock was worth £5000. It need 
scarcely be added — ^it was refused. Continually persons 
intruded themselves on these meetings, and thus the 
mob were made acquainted with whatever was pro- 
posed or doing. 
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While Ihe Civil Aatiiorities were thus effective j in doing 
all that was left them to do, and remained still in delibera- 
tion, the Vice-President of the Political Union, haying 
retamed from his fruitless ^deavoor to preyail with 
the rioters to disperse, stated to the Magistrates at the 
Council-house what he believed to be the intention of the 
mob. He frirtherproposed apian, which he thought would 
be crowned with complete success, that as the mob were 
at the Oaol, the bridges should be swung, and thus all 
intercourse with the city would be cut off. Sudi a plan 
may have a yery plausible appearance to those un* 
acquainted with the exact localities, especially when 
they are told that the mob were in an island. Such a 
plan may serve the purpose of furnishing vulgar accu- 
sation, and the flourishing comments of a. London 
Badical Paper, who gloat over charges of selfishness and 
imbecility in constituted Local Authorities ; — but in fact 
it was apian altogether ridiculous and impracticable. 
In the first place there are ten pair of dock gktes, with 
a footpath on the top, which it was impossible to swing 
while the watei^ remained in the Float. There are also 
Six swivel or (as they are commonly termed) draw*biidges. 
It appears, therefore, that swinging the gates, without 
a strong party to guard them, (without soldiers j which 
were refused) would have been worse thim useless, — it 
would have irritated the mob, so great a crime in the 
eyes of the Reformers, and have sharpened their wits 
to feelings of revenge, as well as enmity. But besides, 
there were between fifty and sixty boats on the Float, and 
two ferries, and a numerous mob was on the Bedmin- 
ster side. The Magistrates, therefore, exercised a sound 
judgment in rejecting the plan. Nor was it a very 
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slight objection, that there was a yast property which 
would, even by this measure, hare been left to the 
certain fiiry of the rioters. 

Thus we hare shewn that although the Civil Autho* 
rities were active in the discharge of their duties, and 
a number of the citizens were ready to second their 
efforts, the general belief that what soldiers were left in 
the city were become partisans of the rioters, would 
have rendered nugatory the best arranged plan of de- 
fence. It had rained all the day, and about six o'clock 
the rain fell in torrents, and the Mayor and most of the 
Magistrates were wet to the skin. The Sheriff and part 
of the citizens remained at the Guildhall, between which 
and the Council-house a constant communication was 
maintained. But no sufficient force, either of citizens or 
constables, could be obtained to enable them to make 
any effective resistance* 

Directions it wiU be remembered had been given to 
the mob to stop the mail. They would certainly have 
effected their purpose upon the mail reaching Hill^s 
Bridge, had not a small party of the 14th come down 
from the Bath-road, and threatened to charge them. 
The mail thus guarded passed the bridge and escaped. 

Other parties of the mob had engaged to demolish 
the Lawford's-gate prison. They proceeded accordingly 
down the Old Market, part of them turned down Olou- 
cester-lane, another part down West-street by Trinity 
Churdi to the Prison. They opened the iron gates, 
and rang violently at the door-bell. The turnkey opened 
the door and about twenty of them rushed in, collared 
the turnkey, and demanded his keys. In less than five 
minutes the governor's house was in a blaze. At this 
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time none of the prisoners were released; they were 
twenty-three, fire of whom had eome from Gloucester on 
Friday night. A boy soon made his appearance, and 
cheering called on the mob to knock off his irons ; — 
this being done, he ran into the prison and joined 
the rioters. Two respectably dressed men were very 
actiye in giving directions ; one of them is supposed to 
be the same person who issued the orders at the Cum- 
berland Toll-gates. On the prisoners coming out 
ironed, there was a general cry for the keeper, and 
the mob were so infuriated that they threw three of 
bis pigs into the flames. Every part of the prison 
which could be burnt was soon in a blaze. They 
proceeded across the road to the New Inn, and a few 
of them searched the house for the keeper; they 
threatened to fire the house, but Clarke stepped forward 
and without doubt saved the premises. Here they 
demanded refreshment, which was served to them. 
They then broke up th^ parish stocks, and went to the 
Lock-up-house in Pennywell-lane, broke the door and 
fastenings, and would have destroyed the place, but it 
adjoined the poor-house. Some of the ruffians cried 
** To the New Church ;'' but they were told that the 
Bishop^s Palace must be fired^r^^.* 

The three prisons, in different quarters of the cily, 
were all at the same moment sending into the air 

* On their way to Lawford*s Gate Prison, in goiiy down Glou- 
cetter-Iane^ th^ stopped opponte the premises of a respectable 
wine and spirit concern, and one of them said, ** these are the leaders 
of the bloody Blues." After having fired the Prison they returned, 
broke open the premises, drank a large quantity of spirits, and then 
called tor a lignt. The proprietors being universally respected, 
many of their ndghbours had eome down to their assistance, and on 
their attempting to fire the premises^ came forward, and headed by 
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their flashes of fire and volumes of smoke^ an appalling* 
sight to the inhabitants of the dty, now in consternation 
and dismay. Terror ran firom street to street, and the 
fearfnl addition of the inmates of goals to the rebel 
ruffians, created an alarm for the consequences of the 
approaching night not to be described. The worst was 
to be feared. The city seemed given up to the lawless 
insolence and outrage of the most daring viUains. It 
was about half-past six when Lawford's-gate prison 
was fired. 



two active men, drote them off. Gregory^ who was afterwardf 
execated for finng a house, was actiye ia this outrage at Lawford's 
Gate Prison. At the top of the Old Market he addressed the mob, 
haying a lai^ge bar in his hand, which he used to dnect them* Clarke 
was also in this riot, and on his way from the prison, called at a 
druggist*s shop in West-street, asked for some money, and produced 
^e¥evB of the Lawford's Gate Bridewell, and on leaying the shop, 
sud « I am off for the Palace." 
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PART X. 

FIRING OF THE BISHOP'S PALACE. 

The mob proceeded in three diyisions to the Bishop's 
Palace, two from Lawford's-gate, the other firom the 
City Bridewell. It is nearly two miles from Lawford's- 
gate to Coll^e-green, yet the rioters met there — ^the 
first party came up Castle-street, through Mary-le-port- 
street and the Market — this was about half-past seven. 
Christopher Davis was with them, and when they came 
near the Cathedral they beat time on the stones with 
the iron bars with which many of them were armed. 
Near the Deanery, Davis began to, abuse the Bishops, 
stating, among other things, that it was a shame a 
Bishop should have dC40,000. per annum,* while so 
many poor persons were starving. 

The entrance gates of the Palace-yard had been closed, 
but were soon lifted oflT their hinges. The mob then 
rushed through the Cloisters to the Palace door, which 
was forced with a crow bar, and they entered shouting 
'' The King, and no Bishops.** One party rushed into 
the dining-room — ^in a minute the sideboard, large glass 
lamp, and chairs were demolished. They then sent the 
dining tables into the fire-place, put broken pieces of 
fiimiture under the tables, and set them on fire. 
Another party went into the kitchen, where similar 
scenes of demolition were enacted — ^the fire from the 

* The Bishopric of Btfittol fcarcely exceeds in Tilae 1000^. a>ye«r. 

I 



114 THE BRISTOL ftlOTS. 

kitchen grate was put on the dresser, and a pile of 
wood placed round it. Up-stairs, the feather-beds were 
cut open^ and live cinders placed within. While these 
operations were in progress, others of the mob were 
busy in plundering and carrying off whatever was 
portable. 

The Mayor and Magistrates had just returned to the 
Council-house firom the office of Colonel Brereton, when 
they were informed that the Mansion-house was in the 
act of beingfired : and at nearly the same moment infor- 
mation was received, that the mob, after firing Lawford's 
gate prison, were returning, with the intention of destroy- 
ing the Bishop's Palace, and Berkeley-square, where one 
of the Magistrates resided. The May<Hr pr(»nptly oflfered 
to head a party for the protection of the Mansion-house ; 
but after a short parley as to which of the places %hoyM 
he defended^ the Magistrates determined upon directing 
every eflbrt to save the Palace, and a messenger was 
accordingly sent to die stables to order the dragoons to 
meet them. 

About two-diivds of the gentlemen present left the 
Council-house with three Magistrates, in two divisions. 
The first party reached the Palace just before the great 
body of the rioters arrived from Lawford's-gate. Col. 
Breieton was in College Green with some of the dragoons, 
and they entered the Cloisters together. On going into 
the Palace their first business was to put out the fires, 
which they effected, the soldiers, about sixteen, having 
formed in two lines, fece to face, before the door. 

The mob ran in all directions, there being here a 
conflict. The constables struck some of the incendiary 
ruffians as they were coming out of the Palace, upon 
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which Ccl. B. said, hrfo^re the mob^ tJiat if the striking 
was repeated he would ride the constables down ! ! Some 
of the riotecs veizieated into the garden ; seiurch was 
made Ibr othcsrs, and some heayy blows dealt. Seyeral 
w^re fonnd eoncealed in the house^ among diem a lad 
named Wanry, who had led the mob to the Oaol. There 
being no place of secnritj to which they could be sent, 
they wei» tied to large casks in tfiecellar. The second 
party of gentlemen from die Coundl-honse were divided 
by the mob; the eonstableSy however, proceeded; bnt 
at the Deanery they found the approadi to the Palace 
crowded with peojde. If they had attempted to force 
then* way through this mass, and the dragoons had 
acted, they would have been equal suflferers with the 
rioters, for it was not easy in the dark and in a con- 
flict to distinguish friend from foe. Of the party, 
however, who had succeeded in readiing the Palace, 
some were in the garden and oth«^ in various parts of 
the Palace, when they heard a great cheering, and it 
was soon ascertained that the dragoons had deserted 
diem,* — they had moved away widiout any notice ; — 

* One of the charges against Col. Brereton, on his trial by Coort- 
Maitia], embraced this portion of the lamentable occurrences of 
Sunday evening : ** That about seven or eight o*clock in the eveniog 
ofthoJidd Sunday, when the Bishop's Palace in Bristol bad been 
attacked by the rioters, and the Magistrates had thereupon required 
the atlewbnee of the troops to save the said Palace; and when, after 
the said riotecs had broken in the gates of th^ said Palace court, and 
had also forced the mun door of the Palace itself; he, IJeut^ol. 
Bmqeton, with a detachment lof the 9rd dragoon guards, under his 
immediate and personal command, entered the said Psilace court, and 
^Hiaed soeh detach m ent within the same ; nevertheless he, the said 
lieuU-CoIonel, remamed in the said Palace court wholly inactive 
v^ the said detachment durine the comnusuon of various acts of 
outrage liy the rioters, under bis own eyes a he, the said lieut.- 
Colonel, refusini; or omitting to comply with the application of 
certain of the Bishop's servants, as well as of certain constables, and 

I2 
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upon which the mob made a nudi to the court-yard* 
At this time about half the gendemen were collected ; 
but few of them having arms wherewith to defend the 
Palace, it was agreed that they should charge the mob ; 
this they did with great resolution/ and with their staflb 
gallantly drove an immense mob before them. It was 
very evident that so small a party could not hope to 
protect the Palace, or for any length of time their own 
persons; some of them separated ^m the rest, and 
one going into the Lower Ghreen was knocked down and 
stabbed in the back. The discharge of his pistol saved 
his life, and he joined the constables. They were 
ultimately dispersed by the mob, and many of them 
were very severely wounded. It cannot occasion sur- 
prise if this gallant party, finding themselves not only 
unprotected by, hut in danger from the troops, and 
threatened to be ridden down by them, should be found 
declaring that they would not again risk their lives. 
Some of the gentlemen who were at the top of the 
house and in the garden escaped with great difficulty ; 
one of them, who had shown great spirit and been very 
instrumental in saving the Cathedral itself, was long in 
imminent danger. 



other persons there present, to afford them assistance, in order to 
check the outrages of the rioters, and to save the said Palace and 
the property therein contained; and on the contrary thereof he, the 
said Lieut.-CoIonel, gave the most peremptory orders to the sud de^ 
tachment not to use any violence to the rioters, or to that effect ; 
and passively permitted certain of the rioters returning out of the 
said Palace, laden with its plunder, to escape, and at the same time 
released, or caused to be released, certain of the said rioters, who 
had been apprehended in or about the said Palace, in the act of com- 
mitting outrages or carrying off plunder, and whom the persons 
apprehending them had consigned, or offered to consign to the 
<;ustody of the said detachment.* 



»» 
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Had Col. Brereton assisted this resolute party, they 
would have collected some weapons of defence, and the 
Palace would have been standing at thia moment. But 
he left them, and without notice, to the mercy of the 
murderous mob ! 

A third party of the rioters had passed up Broad- 
street, in their way to the Palace. They showed a 
desire to attack die Council-house in passing, but they 
knew the orders they had received must not be dis- 
obeyed, and proceeded to the Palace.* 

Having met with some check by the resolute conduct 
of the little band, the mass of the mob showed some 
reluctance to attack the Palace again. The Lower 
Green was filled with their numbers, now amounting 
to some thousands — still there was a backwardness 
shown — a party was collected, and Clarke, after a short 
consultation, left them, and went into the Black Horse 
pubUchouse with three sovereigns in his hand, which 
he shewed, crying out ^^ These are the boys for doing 
the work." About thirty of the rioters had refiresh- 
ments, for which they paid, and afterwards returned 
to the Palace. It is quite clear that money was given 
ta the mob to urge them to outrage. 

They cyain entered the Palace in great numbers. 
The Bishop's butler, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Phillips, the 



the CounciI-house» the word was given from tbe front 
of Uiemob, to ^ halt.** Some stones were immediately thrown, and 
a disposition was erinced to attack thai building more vigorously* 
One of the rioters, however, exclaimed, ^ To the Palace." ** Where 

then ?** asked another. The reply was, ** To give t;he Alderman 

a benefit in Berkeley*square/' This party again halted on St. 
Augustine's Back, and a consultatidn was held whether they should 
immediately go to Berkeley-square, or first visit the Palace. It was 
finallv settled by a toss—** The Alderman or the Bishop ;'*— which 
was declared to be in favor of the Bishop. 
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SttbflacrisI,* (bolk had shown ^eal presence of mmd 
during these trying scenes) and a few other person^ 
were driyen out of the honse^ asd made diieir eacmpe 
throagh Dr. Hodges' back pronises into the Ijomer 
Green* The Palace was again fired und was womt in. 
flames, and having in it a great ^[aanlitj of wood, hunt 
with astonishing fierceness and ra^dity. The great 
window of the Cathedral alarmingly reflected the avfnl 
Uaze. The lead^ wliich was rery snbsCastialy ran M 
the roof like water. 

While the Palace was bvmingi the mob UnAed a 
fire in the Chapter-house ;t but which, after destroying a 
e<msiderable number of Tafaiable books and recosds, and 
Ae collegiate seal, was fortunately extinguished, and 
the building preserved. They next attenqited to break 
through the Chnster doors of the Cathedral, and i^re- 
hensions were entertained that that ancient and Tenerated 
pile would fiiU a sacrifice. This would certainly haye 
been the case had it not been for the presence of two or 
three gentlemen who happened to be near at the 
moment, and who by their entreaties and expostulations 
with the most aeliTe rioters prevailed cm them to demst 

* At the trial ol Thos. Bendall and Jsmes Siaiini» for deftr^^ing 
the Palace, the Lord Chief JiuUce ordered £\0^ to be preieoted to 
Mr. Jones, at a reward for his ipirited conduct in defoad i qg the 
Palace ; and the Dean and Chapter hare presented Mr. Phillips with a 
handsome piece of plate, bearing the following inscription ;— ^ The 
Bean and Chapter of Bristol to their Snbsaerist, Mr. WIffiam 
Phillips, la testiniOB7 of thehr approhatioii of his condiiet dnraig the 
late riots. Dated Feb. l, 1899.'^ 

f While the mob were piUaging the Chapter House, a gentleman 
ran off for some soldiers; he met about ^ht men of the 5cd at the 
Drawbridge, but they refused to go without orders: they were not 
spparentlv on duty, and were drinking out of bottles handed them 
by the mob, with whom they were coquetting, snapping their fiogers, 
and saying <* pop, pop.*' liiere was apparenUy the best understand- 
ing between them. 
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Among the books destrojed in tke Chapter^room 
'Was a large and yaluaUe Ubk bound in velTet, full of 
plates, and presented to the Chapter by Bishop Wilson. 
A sacrilegious rnjflboi kndt on die book as he tore out 
the leares^ and then wiA hoirible execrations threw it 
into the hkaing ire of the Falacew This scoundrel was 
a member of the PoMticd Union, and when taken had 
on him the Y. P. badge, as constable. (He was trans* 
poited for hfe.) The €3Mq[>ter-room had a stone floor, 
and the walls being of old Saxon structure, with yery 
Mtde wood about them, they could not well fire it; but 
as if to mark the attempt, ihej left there a quantity of 
combustibles in cakes, of a dark brown colour. This 
substanee was afterwards analysed. It must hare taken 
some days in the preparation. 

During this attack, the door>bell of a house in Trinity* 
street was rung, and on the maid servant opening the 
door, four men rushed in with a wounded man. They 
ordered the servant to shut the door, and to get a chair, 
a light, and some water. The man appeared quite 
senseless ;— after remaining about ten minutes they all 
went away. 

While the mob were at the Palace, a gang took their 
station at the bottom of Clare -street, near a gas lamp, 
and made eyery person going by put down his umbrella, 
that they might see who it was. 

The inhabitants of Trinity-street, soon after the 
arrival of die rioters, observed a persmi walking up and 
down a garden a^joinnig the Palace* When the mob 
were beat off he still remained, and on their return, 
when lights appeared in the windows he was heard 
orayersing wi^ the rioters : " Have you done it ?•» They 
answered^ Yee:" His manner indicated great impatii»ce. 
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It was about this time, when the Palace was bumingv 
that the Doddington troop arriyed in Bristol. 

On the Mayor and other Magistrates leaTing the 
Council-house with the greater part of the force, in 
order to protect the Bishop's Palace, it was agreed that 
the Council-house should he put in the best state of 
defence. The Chamberlain obtained some fire-amBS 
and a few swords. It was determined to . defend it to 
the last. All the doors were closed to prevent a sur- 
prise, and some of the Magistrates remained to give 
orders. The messenger who had been sent to Captain 
Codrington in the morning, haying afterwards proceeded 
to Tetbury for the Yeomanry Corps, on returning passed 
the Doddington Troop near Sodbury, and immediately 
on his arrival at Bristol went to the Council-house and 
enquired for a Magistrate, but not being known to the 
door-keeper, he could obtain' no satbfactory answer. 
He then went to the College-green, but could gain no 
information respecting the Magistrates there. Every- 
thing appeared in a state of great confusion. 

The messenger, who had been for the troops, seeing 
no chance of finding a Magistrate in the Qreen, the 
night being dark and the Palace on fire, returned 
towards the Council-house. In the way there he met 
one of the Sherifis, and informed him he wished to see 
the Mayor or a Magistrate. They went to the Council- 
house together : the Sheriff being known, the side door 
was opened, and one of the Magistrates, to prevent any 
delay, went himself to the billet master, and gave him 
W order to prepare billets for the Yeomanry Corps, 
which was done, and they were signed by the Mayor. 

Capt. Codrington arriving at the Exchange, enquired 
^^ ^he Mayor, and shortly afterwards the Under-Sheriff 
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eame up, and acoompanied the troop to tbe office in 
College*green, where Capt. Codrington enquired for 
Col. Bfereton, and observed to his men '^ that as they 
had ridden sixteen miles they had better put tip thdr 
horses.** lient. Mc Leroth stepped forward and begged 
him to wait a moment, and he would try and find Col. 
Broreton. On his retnm, he staled that die Colonel 
was at the Palaee, where Captain Codrington w^it 
to him. After remaining there some time, the troop 
accompanied Colonel Brereton towards the stables in 
College-street, which the Magistrates had engaged for 
troops in the morning. Mr. Fisher seeing the troops 
in the street, put lights in the stables. Capt. Codrington 
and Col. Brereton were engaged for some minutes in 
conrersation, the subject of which has not transpired ; 
but immediately a{);erwards Capt. Codrington wheeled 
round with his troop, in the presence of Col. Brereton, 
and taking the Palace and the Exchange in his way, 
finally left the city. The Doddington troop consisted 
of about 40 men, and might hare been employed with 
advantage, had Col. B. given them any orders, but he 
neither availed himself of their presence nor gave any 
directions for their employment or detention.* 

* It i* much to be regretted, that, after the great personal exertions 
used by Capt. Codrington to muster bis troop, and the laudable 
activity which his men displayed in turning out when they heard 
thor secvicei were required, thev should, on their arrival in Bristol 
at a veiy momentous period or the riots, have been comfMilleid to 
remain inacttve, and even to leave the city. It is no small part of 
the delinqaency that, attachea to Col* Brereton that he ji^lected to 
avail himself of the assistance of this efficient corps, after their Com- 
manding Officer formally reported his arrival to him, and placed 
the troop under his military guidance* This breach of his duty 
coDstitoted the eighth charge against Col. Brereton on the Court 
^' -'" 1, and to which, on the day preceding his suicide^ he offered 
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The drcimisteiiees attendkig the aniTdl and depui^ 
tMue of this Yeomaniy CarpB have been grrea in detail, 
because great Uame has beeii Tcry aqjosdy Araini iipoift 
the Magistrates, on aoeeant of aninadmfy the eaase of 
wfaicfaeoiild not rest iriththenoL After Cqrt. Codringtat 
had reported Umself to Col. Breretos, all difficaltjr 
should hare been OTer. He had then no more to do 
mth the Magislratas than any other soldiers equally 
uider the conunand of CoL Brereton. And were not 
the Magistrates at their posts i — if the Mansioii-hoaae 
were the post of danger they were there ; — if the 
Covncil-hoiise, some were there likewise. But, however 
they may be knocked down or dispersed by the rush 
of detennined yillains, there are those who are nnrea- 
sonaUe enough, without procmnng for them the gift of 
superhimuin ability, to demand from them a miraculam^ 
vMquify^ Nor was there any interval at which the 
Magistrates were not at their known pnUie posts, 
esLcepting it be after they were Ariven from the Palace 
to Berkdey-s(}uare; and if Berkeley-aqaare was the 
next object of attack, it was not to avoid danger they 
^xed themselres th^e. It should be remembered, that 
the Mayor was separated fr<mi the large body of con- 



to plead cmlty* The ehai^ i^laded to was thefollowiiif :— •''For 
that he, Lieut-Colond Brereton, oa the arrmi in Briiiol of the 
Doddlogtoa Troop of Yeomaniy Gsmlfy under the oosmand of 
Captun Codringtoiiy on the Mud 8udav erenhi^ wUdi arrival was 
r epor t e d to the laid Lient^GoL mr the mid Captain ki psnes, 
neg l ected or omitted to avaB Mmsdrf (ae hi hb capacity of Com- 
mandine OfBcer of the TVoopi in Bristol it was hit du^ to do][^ef 
the lenncet of the said IVoop of Teomanir Cavaliy, or even to gire 
anr distinct or suffideot orders for retaining the same ia the Qtf, 
altaoni^ numerous booses and butldiags in diilbreni parts ef the 
City were then on fire, and although fbrther eonfli^gratioDs were 
threatened and expected**' 
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8laU«B cahis ivsj lolbePilace. He^luiywevcr^ Mi it to 
^ his duly to rcmiin near the Ckreea ; and kHOWig that^ 
Ike Manflton-boaBekad been fixed, and that the Coimcil-- 
house had been put in a state of defieace^heiiaa eompeHed 
to go to SMRo pnhrate leridence. He vas icbned 
admittanee at two or three houses nearer the scene of 
destraclion than Berkeley-square* Havii^ no quarters 
lefty he went ihitfiery and on his arrival a messenger was 
sent to ihe ChamberlaiB at the Oouncil^house stating 
where he was to be foimdy and also a messenger to 
Col. Brereton to the same effect. Billets were at the 
same time sent for the Doddington troop to Colonel 
Brereton. It has been reported that the Mayor ordered 
the bearer of the letter to Col. Brereton not to say where 
he (the Mayor) was ; but the letter itself is the best 
denial to such a statement :- — 

'* The Mayor of Bristol desires Colonel Brereton to 
<< consider himself folly authorised to take whatever 
^ steps, and give whatever orders, he, as the military 
*^ commander of the troops in this dly, may think fit, 
^ to restore and pres|pe, as far as possible, the public 
^ peace. The Bjot Act has been read three times to-day, 
'^ Col. Brereton will have the goodness to consider this 
'^ order to apply not only to the troops at present under 
^ lus command, but to any which may subsequently 
** arrive in the dtf. 

''Mr. Daniel Fripp's, No. SO, Berkeley-square, 
"Sunday night, 12 o'clock, 80th Oct. 1831." 



^ The Mayor of Bristol begs to inform Col. Brereton 
'' that if he should have occasion for the orders of a 
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^^ Mflgistratey either the Mayor or «ome other Magistrate 
** will be found at No. 30, Berkeley-square, Mr. Daniel 
^^ Fripp's, the second house on the right hand on turning- 
*^ into the Square from Park-street. 

^^ Berkeley-square, 12 o'clock, Sunday night. 

^^ This communication is made to Col. Brereton, in 
^^ consequence of Lieutenant M^Leroth calling at the 
*^ Council-house, and requesting to see a Magistrate; 
*^ Colonel Brereton was gone out when a call was made 
'^ at the Staff station to inform him as aboye.** 
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PART XI. 

FIRING OF QUEEN-SQUARE. 

The NarratiTe must now return to Queen-square. 
After the attack on the Gaol, the Square remained com- 
paratiTely quiet some hours. There was a mob about 
the Mansion-house, and although it was guarded by 
Hx of the Srd dragoons^ there were persons continually 
and uninterruptedly leaving the cellar loaded with wine. 
The stock was very large, nearly 400 dozen. But when 
the other objects of the rioters were accomplished, and 
they were thereby enabled to send reinforcements to 
their mflSan ^^ army of observation^ in the Square, their 
iurther intentions became evident. An attempt was 
made to set fire to the back of the Mansion-house; — 
this was communicated to the soldiers, and their aid 
entreated. It was refused, on the plea that their orders 
confined them to lii^ front. 

There was an immense mob in the centre of the 
Square, as if waiting some signal for action. About 
four hundred persons inmiediately round the Mansion- 
house were now in commotion; four of them were seen 
going into the cellar under the kitchen. Two hastily 
returned and called for a light. One went up to a dra- 
goon and spoke to him — ^there was sokne parley,-'-on 
going away the fellow said, '^ Well, you will not fire.'' 
After waiting some ten minutes for a light, one of the 
party, (a strong-built bow-legged feUow, about 40 years 
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of age,) mounted the gas lamp, and lighted his candle. 
He then went to the cellar, and was joined hy two 
others ; they remained down a short time, and imme- 
diately on their coming nm smoke bnrst forth from the 
cellar. On the appearance of the smoke the party roond 
the Mansion-honse gave a cheer, whidi was answered 
by nine^tenths of the people in the Square. They seemed 
now to exult in the sure accomplishment of thehr diaboli- 
cal design ; some rushed into the caniBge-way, as near 
the house as the flames would allow, and with ftantie 
gestiwes exhibited their extravagant joy. The con- 
staUes, who were in &e Mamskm-house, &iding it on 
fire, made tiieir escape. As soon as the flames broke 
out the mob mdied into <he bmlding, and smed and 
bore away furniture of every description.* 

It was not l<Mig before the building was on fire in 
every floor, and so intent were the ruflans upon their 
work, that Aey were evoi seen aft the bed-room wmdows 
destroying ftumture, after all escape for themsdres had 
been cut off by the very flames they had kindled. In 
about hatf an hour Ihe front of the bidlding fell in with 
a tremendous crash, and from all accounts, at least 
twenty perscmsinust have been burnt and bmried m the 
ruins. At ten o^dodk. Col. Brereton arrived with a 
detadunent of the 8rd dragoons. During die burning 
of Ihe buiUBng the troops walked their horses qniedy 



• ThoPi wai tnch prediionaDd msaagsmaat suioog theierobbea 
and ruffianly that there wai no confuiion in their plundering* no 
qusrrd for the spoil) but it was Hberalfy entmsted lo each other's 
handsr as if on- some systematic plan. So well-diiected were thdr 
efforts, that a new grand piano-tbrtei which required six men to 
carry, was conveyed to Back-«troet, smd sold to a gentleman for a 
iriAe^ who bad followed for the sake of tU nteservadon, and reoMved 
it to a place of security. It was returned to the Mayor uninjured. 
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along the Square, wrapped vp in their doaks, to pro- 
tect them firom die drizxling rain that now fell, and 
used no exerdcsa. After remaining aboat ten miilntes 
or a qnaiter of an hoar, CoL Brereton marched them 
all oft, and from thai iime io He foUawiMff numUmp 
nai a soldier was ordered io ike Sqaaroy or ike sliffkiesi 
effort made hy his Majesi^s iroopo io chedk tike des^' 
truciiam of pmhUc or prioaie froperkf. To nse the 
words of Sir Chailes Dalbiac, ^< at this awM period of 
Sonda J night, at a time when the dtjr aeesned to be 
threatened with total destrnction, CoL Brereton Aonglit 
fit to retire to his qnartera, and to his hed !" 

The pictures ' at the Mansion-house were sarred by 
the presence of miiid of an indiyidnaL They consisted 
of portraitB, — of -die Earl of Pembroke, as Lord High 
Steward, by Yaadyke, an exlronely valnable picture ; 
Dnke of Portland, by Sir Hiomaa Lawrence ; Donning, 
Lord Ashbnrton ; Sir IHLcary Oibbs; an aifanirable 
portrait of Edmund Burice ; one of George die Third, 
by Bird; and others. These were cut ont of Iheir 
firames and zoBed «p. Hr. Hcniy Smith rescued one 
of the state swords, and it Isas lodged in safety at his 
house, which was indeed the depdt Cor an immense 
quantity of goods sared fiom the flames, and firom the 
houses of those who expected to be attacked. Mr. 
Burroughs, of CSHIlim, and other spirited gentlemea, 
were fortunate enough to carry off, concealed in the 
trunks and boxes of some female senrwits, a quantity 
of money and other valuaUes, through the c^tre of 
the rioters, being allowed to pass unmolested. 

The rioters, inforiated with success, not now ^ irritated 
by constd[>les,* but in their besi ^ humour,** rushed into 



128 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

the piirate dwellmg-houses adjoining; that nothing 
might be spared, thej forced open the doors, broke 
the mndows, threw out the fumitnre and valuables into 
the street, ransacked, and fired the houses one after the 
other, and hastened the demon-work by means of trains 
of turpentine and other combustibles. In several in- 
stances they broke through the dividing walls, and 
many of the infuriate and insensate mob perished in the 
flames. All attempts to save property were now on-* 
availing; if the inhabitants could escape vpith their 
lives they considered themselves fortunate. Women, 
helpless children, naked, homeless, terrified, left the 
dreadful spot. At about the centre house between the 
Mansion-house and the Custom-house, a party of gen- 
tlemen had determined to defend the property, but the 
rioters entered firom the roof of the adjoining house, and 
fired every room, and the party were compelled to retreat 
from the double danger. The rebel rioters were now 
divided into parties, each having its apportioned work. 
At the head of one was a man with a watchman's rattle, 
(he was one of those who had come from Bath in a chaise 
on Saturday.) Another had a bell. The plan appeared 
to be, that on attacking a house the rattle was sprung, 
when the persons belonging to the particular gang 
assembled in front. A division who committed no vio- 
lence, but who examined the rooms for plate and 
valuables, first entered. They were followed by another j 
who removed the furniture into the' Square ; then the 
firemeny accompanied by boys with torches. The house 
was fired either with an inflammable liquid, composition 
balls, or an ignitible paste smeared upon the walls. The 
goods were taken out of the house by one set, and 
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removed away by another ; these carriers were mostly 
Irish. The gangs were arranged and their labours 
timed. About every fifth house the turn came round 
again to the rattle. The fury of the flames will be con- 
jectured, when it is stated that the cellars of most of 
these houses were rented as wine vaults, or for the 
holding of bonded spirits, which tended materially to 
aid the conflagration. 

The fire was approaching the Custom-house, when 
at a quarter before twelve o'clock a fellow came, and 
gave notice to ''move out.** There were more than 
fifty of the ofiicers of the Customs assembled there, who, 
when they found the houses fired one after another, 
thought it prudent to remove the books and more 
valuable papers, as also the plate, pictures, and other 
property, which had been sent from the Mansioii-house. 
About this work of preservation the oi&cers were very 
busily engaged when the notice was given. They still 
believed the building would not be fired, and it was 
arranged that no person should be admitted, and that 
when the mob came, the Custom-house ofiicers should 
all be called down. These orders were obeyed — ^the 
rioters came, and one of the oflBcers addressed them : 
'' This is the King's house, that good Song ;^ but was 
here interrupted by one of the mob-leaders, who ex- 
claimed — *^ D — ^n the King, — go it ;*' and in a minute the 
hall was fnU. The rush up stairs was very great, and the 
mob soon occupied every room in the house ; yet 
there was no confusion among them, each division 
having their allotted work. While some were breaking 
open the desks, others were nailing up linen, smeared 
over with a kind of paste, which they carried in tin 

K 
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kettles. The window frames and large doors were 
served in the same way, and in five minutes the long 
room was in a blaze — ^at the same time others fired the 
lower offices. The upper rooms were filled with rioters, 
and many were on the roof, the mob from the adjoining 
house having escaped that way. The Custom-house 
officers were extremely active, and with the aid of soldiers 
would have defended the building, but the mob came 
with an overwhelming force,^ and the certain danger of 
the fire that was raging around them afforded little room 
to hope for security to themselves or the house from 
farther resistance, and they were fortunate in being able 
to escape the fury of the conflagration, which in a short 



*It has been so often said, and insisted upon, in reprobation of 
the Authorities, that a dozen men would ha?e prevented firing the 
Square, that it is worth while for a moment to direct attention to 
the fact, that here were fifty men collected, and willing to defend 
the Custom-house, yet were utterly inadequate to the task. Eye 
witnesses have declared that not lOO soldiers would have preserved 
the building. The mob were infuriate, without fear, prepared for 
every outrage, and in immense, organized force. And if at any 
time so few as twelve men, or fifty, would have been able to preserve 
the city, — why could not ihe very parties, who now make the asser- 
tion, provide the means ? For they will not pretend to say that the 
Citizens were then so ill-disposed, that so small a number could not 
be provided. And it may be asked, — what did the thousands of spec- 
tators do ? In the pamphlet published by Mr. Manchee, a singular 
statement is made, and a motive ascribed, to account for the non- 
interference of the spectators, at least as far as it relates to the 
destruction of the Mansion-house : — 

** If the Mayor had presided at the last Reform Meeting, he would 
have been popular with the people, and thev would have attended 
to his advice; but he had not attended, and the Reformert would 
pay no attention." 

Mr. Somerton, on this point, states-*-*' Up to the present moment, 
the Palace, three Gaols, and Uie Mansion-bouse, being pn fire, the 
mob had been sol^y employed in the destruction of public buildings, 
and it would seem, from the non-interference of the ihouMtandi^ who 
had no share in the transaction, otherwise than as spectators, that 
till this time, their proceedings had been viewed with no very general 
feeling of dissatisfaction. A thrill of horror, however, ran through 
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time became truly terrific. It is supposed that not less 
than fifty of the rioters fell victims to the flames they had 
kindled in the Custom-house alone. To mention one 
instance only which occurred there — a large party of the 
mob sat down to supper in the housekeeper's room, and 
were all burnt to death ! Three dropt off from the 
top, one of whom fell into the liquid lead on the roof 
of the portico, which was boiling and glowing with the 
intense heat, where he lay writhing in torture; uttering 
dreadful yells and groans, until life was extinct. — 
Another of them was horribly bruised by fiJling on 
the stones ; and just before he died he exclaimed to a 
gentleman who ran up to him, '' Oh that I had taken 
my wife's advice ! — ^that I had never came to Bristol! — 
but I was persuaded and sent for.** On the roof falling, 
a person came through one of the end windows and fell 
into the street ; he was dreadfully burnt ; but a party 
of the rioters carried the body to the Royal Oak, in 
Prince*s«street, threatening to bum the house if the door 
was not opened; this demand, after some time, was 
complied mth, and they gave tke mangled remains in 
charge of the landlord, saying they would call for it 
next morning. 

Having destroyed the Custom-house, the mob crossed 
a street, called the Middle Avenue, which separated that 



the multitude, u toon as it became evident the rioters were firing 
the adioining private houses.*^ What ! was there a thrill of horror 
only then— and none at the destruction of public property, and that 
because they were Reformers displeased with the Mayor, for declining 
to attend one Reform Meeting ! ! If these sutemento be true, 
the Reformers appear in the character of applau^ng specutors, if 
not actors— and in the secret that ptMe builcungs were to be burnt. 
It need not be asked why the Magistrates and Constables wert 
unable tfi suppress the rioU. 

k2 
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building from the remaining section of the North side 
of the Square, and pursued, in the manner already des- 
cribed, their demon labours. The inhabitants wece 
ordered, and short notice giyen for the purpose, to quit 
their houses, whi^l^ were then instantly plundered and 
burned. The same arrangements and prepared means 
before described were used,-— the same signals, — the 
same results. 

Some of the incendiaries, apparently not more than 
1& or 16 years of age, when their retreat from the 
attic-floor of one <^ the houses had beoi cut off, and 
whilst the flames were bursting out beneath them, coolly 
clambered along a coping, projecting not more than 
twelve inches, and entering an adjoining house, imme* 
diately set fire to the bedsteads and ftmitore; while 
many of the elder ruffians gave themsdTes wholly up to 
drinking and reTelbng in the scene aaround them. 

Hating swept one whole nde (the North) of the 
Square, the rioters proceeded to the Western, com- 
mencing with the Excise-Office, at the c<Mnier.* Thus 
the Custom-house, Exdse-offiee, Customs* Bonding- 
warehouse, and houses on two sides of the Square, sue- 
cessively fell a prey to the flames, and presented at the 
same moment an awful spectacle. The quantity of 
spirits in the ceUars greatly heightened the terrific efiect, 
flowing in rivers of burning liquid. Two houses on 



« A fellow oupe to the bouts and denaaded a fhilKogrP st tlie 
taaie time tbe nob had brokea into the nde door, and tlio hmm 
was toon ia flames. Clarke was Tsvy aetiTe hero. Soon after thia 
waa fired one of the rioten proposed to go to Mcntrt. — -, where 
one of the Madftraftes had a qaaatilf of «agar» He wat aotweved, 
"* we will takeuia its tura^** 
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the Western dde alone remained, of two whole aides of 
die Square. It appears that the inmates of these, profit- 
ing by the notice giren at other houses, had removed 
all their fbrnitnre. The mob however, fired the premises, 
bat as they had not the means of dr^fmetion, elsewhere 
at their command, of making a blaze by the aid of light 
fomitare and drapery, the fire was extinguished by the 
activity of the inhabitants. 

At the house of Mr. Strong, a man got out from 
one of the drawing-room windows, and seating him- 
self, contbiued dieering the mob, shouting ** The King 
and Befonn." The house was on fire at the time, 
and the flames soon burst out of the window. The 
fellow, overcome by the smoke, fell ott, and was Im-* 
paled on the iron spikes on the court wall, where he 
remained some time, an otject of mirth to the mob. 
He was at lengfth released by some of the lookers 
on, but was severely iqjured. At Miss James's house 
a great quantity of combustible matter was used. Kayes 
(who was executed) was very active here ; he was seen 
to throw a preparation in powder on the shelves in the 
kitchen, and was applied to by a lad for some of this 
eomporition, which he gave him. 

Amid the crash of falling houses, the roar of flames, 
the volumes of smoke, the frantic gestures of ruffians 
brandishing a^ hurling Iheir glaring fire-brands, 
plundering, shouting, and blaspheming, with walls, 
roofe, beams, and rafters falling around them ; in the 
centre of the Square, by the equestrian statue of William 
the Third, surmounted with a cap of Kberfy, were costly 
tables spread^ and the revel of a plundered feast, with 
yell and imprecation, and wine and blood, was held 
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to celebrate this first Sabbath of Reform— of ReToIu- 
tiou.* This was a night of suffering not to be described, 
ivhat with the agonizing fears of the infirm, the sick, 
the helpless, the aged, the tender, the delicate,t — ^the 
genera] alarm throughout the city, from the scenes of 
devastation to the more lonely streets, — ^the horrors 

* Of the scenes of brutality that disgraced the area of the Square, 
it is impossible to conceive any thing like an adequate idea; and 
here we sicken at tbe reflection that, in very many instances, the 
conduct of the females was marked, if possible, by even greater 
depravity than that which was observable in the males. The 
obscenity of conduct and language was revolting to every feeling of 
decency, and outraged even the remotest resemblance to civilized 
society. In addition to the large stock of wines at the Mannon 
House, the stores in the cellars beneath the burning buildings con* 
tained an abundant suppiv to keef) up the already too much excited 
feelings of the mob. Ardent spirits, also, were now circulating in 
profusion ; and these, together with the former, were pHlaged and 
given away, or sold at whatever price purchasers could be found. 
In various places were to be seen fellows beside heaps of goods 
which they were putting up at auction. Among other articles, an 
excellent mahogany chair was put up for a shilling, the ruffian 
exclaiming, ** will nobody bid a tizzy ?" and, failing to obtain an 
offer, he immediately dashed it to atoms. In places adjacent, 
also, such scenes were by no means uncommon. In King«street, a 
fellow had a considerable quantity of furniture piled up in front 
of one of the houses at the moment when he was putting up a lot, 
a tea-tray aod a metal tea-pot, which he was oflbring at balf«-crown. 
In the Square, one of the heartiess wretches oftred what appeared 
a beautiful silver tea-pot, for a shilling; and prime feather beds, 
mahogany tables, and, in short, a variety of the most valuable and 
costly articles of furniture, were offered at the same rate. Two 
fellows rushed out from one of the houses, the one having in his 
hand the greater part of a cold leg of mutton ; and the one en- 

auired of the other if he had any bread ; on being answered in 
le affirmative, they proceeded to seat themselves on tbe grass, 
swearing at the same time most awfully, and saying they would have 

a meal. At one spot, three of the incendiaries, who seemed 

exhausted witii their fatigues, were joined by two females, and 
seating themselves in chairs, the whole group gave themselves up 
for awhile to refreshment. Whilst they were eating, and drinking 
wine, each one from a separate bottle, they revell^ in delight at 
the scene before them. 

-(-When a lady fainted away, on hearing the crash of the windows 
which announced the approach of the incendiaries, the ruffians 
ordered a gentieman who was carrying her off, to let her stay and 
be burnt. 
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anticipated from this ^* rdgn of terror,** the prowling 
bands of thieves, the outpouring of goals, the daring 
avowal of horrid purpose, the repeated acts of intimida- 
tion* — ^the curses, insults of drunken maniacs, the howl- 
ing of savages bursting into the haunts of peace, of 
demons into the habitations of domestic quiet, — ^the 
sacrilege, the plunder, the threats of fire, of torture, and 
death ; — ^these are things that defy language ; these are 
the hoiTors which characterised the second of the 
Three Days of the Bristol riots. 

Before the night had set in, some hundreds of persons 
in Bristol and the parishes adjoining received either 
letters that the mob intended burning their premises, or 
some one called stating that he had heard the mob say 
that after burning the Palace, or wherever they then were, 
they intended visiting such and such identical house 
or premises at which this notice was given. The houses 
of Anti-Reformers were principally thus threatened; 
but in the city nearly all the large manufactories and 
warehouses received notices. The effect was this — 
instead of collecting with the view of putting down 
the general riots, every person was kept at home to 
preserve his own property.f His books and papers 

* While the fires were raging, four of the rioters arrived at the 
Bank Tavera, in St. John-6treet,and ordered Mr. Merry to open the 
doorsy and give them liquor, or the^ would set his house on fire. 
** D— n you/' was thdr language, '^give us some gin I Look' at the 
fires blazing, there shall soon be more of them." Mr. Merry was 
obliged to comply, after they had dashed in the window over the 
door ; and the four men actually drank three pints of raw spirits. 

f Some few of the leading Rdbrmers, who considered themselves 
secure, tendered their protection to their neighbours, offering 
their homes as places of safety for valuable property. One of these, 
having made such friendly offer, was reminaed that he had not been 
lone an inhabitant of his present house, and that the kui ocaipier was 
an Anti-Reformer., In an instant the boasted security was changed to 
alarm and confusion. 
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were moved, and his premises put in a state of defence. 
At some of the manufactories the steam-engines were 
charged, to play boiling water on the mob in case 
the premises should be attacked ; at other places, paving* 
stones and bricks were collected on the roofe. 

Although the whole of the engines in the city would 
have been insufficient to airest the progress of the flames^ 
the firemen belonging to the Insurance Offices were on 
the alert,* and prepared to wake the attempt ; but so 
determined were the incendiary ruffians to complete 
their allotted work, that they preyenled the engines from 
approaching the scene of devastation, and threatened 
the firemen with destruction if they persisted. 

Never was the dawn of day looked for with more 
intense anxiety. 



* la the afternoon, when tko Bridewell was fired, the firemen 
were deterred by the aiob firom reaching the staUont where the 
engines were kept. 
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PART XII. 

STENTS OP THE THIRD DAY. — MILITARY OPERA- 
TIONS ANB SUPPRESSION OF THE RIOTS. 

Before day Inreak on Mondaj the principal roads to 
the city were filled mth country people, in parties of tens 
and twenties, most of them armed with short bludgeons.^ 
On the Kingswood road they were in great numbeni.t 
The tmnpike-gates and churches seemed particular 
ol^ects of thdr hatred — at the Fire-Engine-gate nine- 
tenths of fbc^ fellows threatened that they would bum 
the house on their return, and that eyery church should 
be levelled. 

On tile Staplqton road among the numbers flocking 
in were a great many North country men, engaged in 
cutting the intended rail-way fi*om Rodway-hill to Bris- 
tol. The Bedminster, Wells,]: and Bath roads con- 
tributed towards filling the dty. In the mean time, in 
the parishes of St. James, St. Paul, St. PhiHp and Jacob, 
and St Qeorge, parties of firom ten to twenty went firom 
house to house demanding money, and where none was 
to be obtained, took some other plunder,, and beat in 
the window^. 

* They have been not inaptly compared tea horde of wreckers'* 
en the way to pillage a stranded vessel* 

f It is due to a yery numerous weU-behayed body of men, — the 
Coal Miners of Kingswood, — to state, that in no instance did they 
leaye their work, nor were thej in any way concerned in the riots. 

X Some trayellers found a difficulty in passing, and were generally 
told—^weH, you shall pass this time, but you have ride long 
enough, it will be our turn soon.** 
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At three o^dock on Monday morning, the May or, who 
was still at Mr. Fripp's, in Berkel^-square, wrote and 
dispatched the following letter : — 

^* Bristol, three o^clock Monday morning, 

31st October, 1831. 

^* Sir, — I direct you, as Commanding Officer of his 
^' Majesty's troops, to take the most vigoroos, effectiye, 
** and decisive measures in your power to quell the 
'^ existing riot, and prevent farther destruction of prO- 
" perty. " I am, &c. 

" Charles Pinney." 
This letter was addressed to ^^ Col. Brereton, or the 
Officer commanding his Majesty's troops.** It was de- 
livered to Capt. Warrington, at Leigh's bazaar, by Mr. 
S. O. Goldney. Captain Warrington hesitated about 
opening it, but having at length done so, he observed 
that he could do nothing without a Magistrate, and 
should require one to go every inch of the road at his 
side. He added, that '' there was a great screw loose 
somewhere." 

In the course of an hour afterwards, Mr. Alderman, 
Camplin, accompanied by three or four gentlemen, went 
to Captain Warrington's quarters, stated to him the 
situation of the Square, and, on his authority, as one 
of the City Magistrates, required military assistanee. 
Captain Warrington said the horses and men were all 
tired, nor would he allow them to go unaccompanied 
by a Magistrate ; and further, that the troops should not 
iire. In the course of the conversation, he said lie had 
received a letter from the Mayor, but could not find 
Col. Brereton, to whom it was addressed. The Alder- 
man expressed his readiness to accompany the twenty- 
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five men of the 3rd dragoons, which Capt. Warrington 
said were all he conld send, but the order of Colonel 
Brereton for their turning out must first be obtained. 
Captain Warrington, at the request of the Magistrate, 
accompanied him to the Military Office, to obtain the 
required order. The office wag shut up ; but recollect- 
ing that Lieut. Francis, of the Recruiting Stafl^ resided 
in Unitj-street, they went there. The Colonel wnu 
there, in bed.* Upon being roused, he resisted the 
calling out ** the jaded troops,^ as he termed them, 
** for what could they do against such a mob ?** He was, 
however, so strongly urged, that at length he consented 
to order them out. 

The Magistrate collected about fifteen gentlemen, and 
after some time the troops came down to the foot of the 
Green ; the dock struck five as they entered Prince*s- 
street, where they found a mob of about 6 or 7(H) in 
fi*ont of a warehouse which was in flames. These they 
charged through. The gentlemen and Magistrate 
reached Queen-square by Farr's-lane avenue, at the 
same time the troops were entering. The mob cheered 
the soldiers, shouting '^ The King and Kefoim.'' 

Part of the rioters had withdrawn on hearing that the 
soldiers were advancing ; others of them, rendered con- 
fident by their past impunity, remained before Mr. 
Claxton's house, while a third party were engaged in 



* The Mayor of Bath being iDformed that the 1 4th were at Keyn- 
Bham, gent a gentleman to Capt. Gage. On enauiry at Keyniham, 
he found the 14th were still under the orders of Colonel Brereton, 
and was referred to him. On arri?ing In Bristol, he was directed 
from the head-quarters to Mr. Francis^ and was shown into a bed- 
room, where he found Col. Brereton in bed. On communicating 
hisletur, the Colonel asked him, *' Are the riots still goiug on,- 
tb^ still burning ?" 
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battering the a^oining house. The troops formed two 
deep in front of Mr. Claxton's. Col. Brareton, however, 
seemed to have mueh reluctance to act at all, and in 
the hearing of the incendiaries, who crowded ronnd, 
cheering and holding up their bottles of liquor to the 
soldiers, expressed his opinion that nothing effectual 
could be done; but Mr. Henry Smith assured Mr. 
Aldennan Camplin, and the few other gentlanen who 
were present, that having been on or near the spot 
during the whole night, and being consequently aware 
of the scanty number of the remaining incendiaries, he 
would stake his existence upon the certainty of checking 
the further progress of the conflagration, by the trifling 
effort of clearing Mr. Claxton*s house of the few plun- 
derers within it; after which no other measures would 
be requisite than those of keeping the street and courts 
dear in front of the houses upon the South side of the 
Square. After some further consultation, Mr. Smith urged 
the soldiers to do their duty, and stated that the dtiiens 
present would support them. About a dosen gentlemen 
then entered, and found the house on fire in every 
floor.* The rioters retreated to the top room and fought 
desperately, but were overpowered* One of them jumped 
oat of the window, some over the bannisters. The 
fire was extinguished without much diffieulty.f 

*Oii intpecting the hoiue, it was found almost all the property 
had been stolen. One of the front bed-rooms, it was evident, 
had been fired bj a bail thrown in at the window. The door 
of one of the sarrets was found fhstened, and was with cB£Bculty 
forced open, when a man and a woman within Imoeked down 
the two first persons who entered the room. The man was soon 
disposed of, but the woman was most ftirious and with great dUScnhj 
overcome. 

f If the mob had fired the East side of the Square^ the aflbcu 
would have been dreadfol, as a very large quantity of brimstone was 
stored at the back of one of thehouses. Had tm»been ignited, to 
what extent mig^t not suffocation hare reached ! 
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Miy or Mackwortb, Aid-de-Camp to Lord Hill, reached 
the Square about six o'clock, and joined Col. Brereton 
and the Srd dragoons. At this time the mob had 
separated into parties of twenty or thirty in difierent 
parts of the Square, and many were busily engaged in 
plundering the ceUani. The soldiers succeeded in dis« 
pemng them. Upon one of these occasions, a dragoon 
was wounded by a shot fired firom the mob. 

About seven o'clock, Miyor Maekwordi rode to 
Kejnsham for the 14th, who showed great alacrity 
in returning to a city firom which it was boasted the mob 
had driTcn them. They w^e joined on their road by a 
part^ of the Bedminster yeomanry, under the command 
of Capt Shute. The troop proceeded to Fisher's stables 
to feed. By this time a marked change had been pro* 
duced in public feeling; — ^tbe troops which had been 
treated with every mark of popular indignity, and were 
finally sent away in obedience to papular dictation, were 
received on their return with cheering as deliverers. 

It has been already mentioned, that expresses had 
been sent to various stations for troops. At two o'clock 
in the morning the messenger reached Gloucester, 
where, it appears, reports had been circulated that the 
14th had been driven out of the dty by the mob, and 
that the rioters were in complete possession of the town. 
Very few of the privates had their dothes off; before 
the express arrived, their only wish was to be ordered 
to the support of their brave comrades under the com- 
mand of Captain Oage. 

Ma^r Beekwith, their commanding officer, im- 
mediately put Captain Congreve's troop in motion, 
and himself posted off for Bristol, where he arrived 
about seven o'clock. He proceeded at onee to the 
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Conncil-house, and received a confirmation of the report 
that the squadron of the 14th had been sent away, and 
the dtj had been throughout the night the scene of 
unresisted riot and conflagration. Major BeckwilJi 
then urged the necessity of a Magistrate accompanying 
him on horseback, and expressed his confidence in being 
Mb to restore order. He was informed that there 
would be some difficulty in getting a Magistrate to 
charge with a troop of dragoons ; that the Mayor and 
senior Aldennen^^ might wdl excuse themselTes from so 
arduous a duty; and that a junior Magistrate would 
hesitate ere he undertook so serious a responsiliilitj ; 
but the Major was assured that whereyer the presence 
of a Magistrate was required, one or more would be in 
readiness to affi>rd the necessary authority and lesponsi* 
bility. After some forther conversation the Migor left the 
Council-house to reconnoitre the state of the mob, and 
to ascertain if any means had been adopted by them for 
the purpose of impeding the operations of the troops. 
On his return, he required and received a written 
authorityt to employ whatever means he might judge 
necessary for the restoration of order. 

•Qm of the Magiftratei haf iog on thb occanon lUted that be had 
not been on horseback for twehe years, even this trifling drcuoi* 
stance has been made the most of, and maliciously circulated as 
the reply V* o^ It is well known, that several of the Magistrates 
are in the constont habit of riding into the dty e? ery di^. The 
Alderman who made the observation alluded to, had just returned 
from the Square, where he had accompanied the Srd OtigooDs, and 
had been active in resisUng the mob ; sufficient proof thu, that he 
was not desirous of avoiding personal conflict with them. 

t At the Court Martial on Captain Warrington, Major Beckwith 
admitted that at the time when he requested written instructions for 
his guidance, he was not aware of the letter of the Mayor, dated at 
8, A.M. on Monday morning, directing the officer commanding hit 
Majesty's troops to take the most vigorous, effective, and 
measures in bis power to quell the existing riots. 
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The period was now arrived when, for the first time, 
a determined resistance was to be made to the savage pro- 
cess of the ruffian horde ; for though the return of day- 
light, and a demonstration of deep indignation which the 
events of the two preceding days could not faU to have 
excited in the minds of well-disposed citizens, had pro- 
duced a temporary cessation of mob-violence, they had 
been too much, emboldened by their revolutionary suc- 
cess to leave any part of their work unfinished, as long 
as they were unopposed by an organised force, backed 
with an unyielding soldiery. 

M%jor Beckwith, for the purpose of executing the 
important commission entrusted to him, proceeded to 
Fisher's stables, to oider^ out the troops. He had 
scarcely entered, when inteUigenee was received from 
the ruins of the Bishop's Palace, that a body of the 
rioters had beaten off the persons left to protect the 
contents of the cellars, and were carrying off the wines. 
The troops were accordingly ordered to the Palace-* 
yard, where the mob felt the eflfects of the sabres, and 
were soon dispersed. At this moment a demand for 
military aid arrived firom the Square, where the mob 
were actively carrying on the work of plunder. The 
Major, having left a guard at the Palace, marched his 
division to Queen-square. 

On entering by the Excise Office-avenue, the 14th 
spread across the Square, and headed by the gaUant 
M^jor and Capts. Oage and Musgrave, they singled out 
the rioters with much discernment, and dispersed the 
mob ; about ten or twelve were cut down round the statue 
of William 3rd. The troops followed the mob to the 
Back, and although not absent many minutes fi-om the 
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Square, the killed and wounded were in the mean time 
all carried off. They charged in separate parties down 
the Back, through the Square, and along the Ghrove 
into Princess-street. Major Beckwith had a very narrow 
escape, at the head of five dragoons. A fellow threw a 
wine bottle with all his force. The scoundrel was in- 
stantly charged by two dragoons ; he took refuge in a 
court, but was followed by a dismounted dragoon who 
cut him down.* A strong party of rioters had assembled 
near the Excise-avenue, and on the coming up of the 
dragoons attacked the constables posted across Eong- 
street, with a view of forcing a passage ; but the con- 
stables kept their ground, and many of the rioters were 
cut down.t While the dragoons were in PrinceVstreet, 
a large body of country fellows came down from Bathnrst 
Basin, having overpowered the constables at the Bed- 
minster Bridge. On some soldiers coming up, the 
constables, several of whom were much cut and wounded, 
rallied, and from that time held possession of the Bridge, 
and prevented any of the mob from the West entering 
the dty. 

A party of the 14th charged up the Back. On the 
mob reaching the steps by St. Nicholas* Church, they 
began to pelt, as in a place of security; but to their 
astonishment, one of the officers gallopped up the steps 
into the Market and pursued some fellows into a shop. 
At the end of Marsh-street, a man who attempted to 
catch at the bridle of one of the dragoons, had his head 
conipletely severed from his shoulders. The troops 
then charged up Clare-street, Corn-street, Wine^street, 

* He mu sent to the Infirmary, and recoTered. 
T One niiiii ^^ ^ ^^^ which took off his nose and his upper lip. 
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l?eter-street, and Castle-street In the latter the mob 
were stiU in great numbers, and very riotoos, and a large 
body of them turned into Castle-green with an intention 
of again assembling in Queen-square. A party of dra- 
goons rode up Cock and Bottle-lane, charged them, and 
thus defeated their plan. They ran in all directions.* 
A very powerful man at the end of Castle-street had been 
actively cheering the mobj urging them to keep their 
ground, at the same time pelting the troops; he was 
singled out by a private, who with a back-handed blow 
cut off his head. This helped to intimidate the mob, who 
were by this time quite subdued, — ^not a word was said 
about firing turnpike-houses or pulling down churches, 
wl|ich they had threatened should be the next step in the 
march of revolution. 

It is impossible to speak in too high terms of the 
exemplary conduct of the troops engaged in this arduous 
but necessary duty. Their operations were decisive ; for 
in less than an hour the city was delivered from the 
dominion of as desperate a mob as ever aided the pro- 
jects of pretended patriots, — of real revolutionists. 

In order to render the operations of the troops 
effectual, the aid of the citizens was indispensably 
necessary; and to ensure an union of effort, the Sherifib 
had, early in the morning, appointed a Deputy in 
each of the twelve Wards, with powers to call out the 
passe comitaius. These gentlemen accordingly pro- 
ceeded from house to house, and in the Eang^s name 
called on the inhabitants to repair to their respective 
parish churches, to be enrolled. About five thousand 

• One of the soldien broke two swords, and not having a chanc« 
of a third, used his scabbard, and did good execution with it. 

L 
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promptly obeyed the call, and were each provided with 
short staffs and a badge,* to distinguish them from the 
mob.f The nayal and military pensioners, to the 
number of about two hundred and fifty, were also called 
out, and Captain Cooke, of the North Gloucester Militia, 
yery handsomely volunteered to organise and command 
them.]; This combined force, sufficiently numerous to be 
of most essential sendee, were stationed in di£fer«it parts 
of the city, with instructions, immediately as the soldiery 
had charged through any street and dispersed the groups 
of the disaffected, who were lurking in all directions, to 
guard the avenues, and prevent their re-assembling. 
This duty was eflectuaUy performed, and with the 
utmost regularity. Parties of constables were also 
posted at the different avenues in the ndghbourhood of 
Queen-square, for the like purpose. The Magistrates 
suggested the propriety of every one, not engaged in 
assisting the nnlitary, keeping within doors, at the risk 
of being exposed to imminent pml ; for as the shops 
and warehouses were shut, and business wholly sus- 
pended, there was no excuse for any indivtdflial being 
found in the streets, unless employed as a special con- 
stable, in which character he was easily recognised by 
the military, from the linen badge. The assertion, 
therefore, that '' respectable persons walking the streeft 

* A strip of white lioen, tied rouDd the arm. 

f About ten o'clock the Political Uoion assembled on the Ex- 
change ; their numbers were yery scanty, and their appearance by no 
means such as would become ** National Guards;" nor does it 
appear to what quarter of the city they afterwards removed. 

* A charge has been made against the Mayor for not having earlier 
called out the Pensioners, as recommended by Major Mad^worth. 
The recommendation was nothing more than an incidental mention 
of it at a (finner party the day before the Recorder entered the city. 
It was made neitiier at a time or place to giro it importance. 
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on business/' and ^^ sober and indnstrious men going to 
their work, were seriously wounded,*' — is mere fiction— 
an ebullition of radical spleen. 

Having effectually cleared the streets and the Square, 
and placed the cily in a state of security, in care of 
ihe passe comitatusj the troops retired to their quarters, 
with the exception of patroles, who were despatched 
in every direction to scour the vidnily of the city. 
One of these, having returned about three o'clock in 
the afternoon, reported that the rabble, driven from 
the city by the cavalry, were robbing people and plun- 
dering houses on the Bath road. The men were again 
immediately mounted, and Captain Congreve's troop 
having been left, with the troop of the 8rd dragoons, 
on the bridge, the remaining squadron proceeded 
at a quick pace along the Bath road. It came up 
with the rioters about four miles from Bristol, instantly 
dispersed them, and captured some, who were lodged in 
the Council*hottse. By this movement tranquillity was 
restored to the neighbourhood, as it had previously, by 
similar means, been secured to the dty, which avows 
itself to be under the deepest obligations to the 14th and 
their active and inteUigent commander. 

The streets were patrolled* by strong bodies of the 
citizens during the day, and presented, in conjunction 
with the military, such a formidable appearance, that not 
a rioter was seen, n<Mr was there, throughout the city, 
any ftirther outrage. 

* The inhabitants of St. Mary RedclifT and St. Thomas had 
patrolled the streets during the preceding night, and stopt a great 
quantity of plundered goods. 

L 2 
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To repel any attack ivhich might have been planned 
against the shipping in the port, the crews were mustered, 
and so exasperated were . they against the proceedings 
of the mob, that had such an attempt been made, the 
rioters would have met with a warm and unequivocal 
reception. 

In the course of the day the following placard was 
issued by the Magistrates : — 

<< Council-house, Bristol, Oct. 31, 1831. 
'^ The Posse Comitatus of this city and county having 
'^ been called out to act in conjunction with the military, 
to endeavour to restore the peace of the city ; and as 
the most severe measures must be adopted to accom- 
plish that object, the Magistrates earnestly caution all 
" persons, not engaged in official duties as constables, 
" to keep within their respective dwellings, as they will 
'^ otherwise be exposed to the most imminent peril. 

" C. PiNNEY, Mayor." 

In order to counteract an attempt, which it was 

apprehended might be made by the rioters, to cut off 

the gas, and throw the city into darkness, the Magistrates 

issued the following notice : — 

" Bristol, October 31, 1831. 
*^ It Villi be of the utmost importance that the inhabi- 
*^ tants should place lights in the windows of their 
'^ respective houses as soon as it becomes dusk ; and the 
^' Magistrates again earnestly entreat that all persons 
*^ will strictly confine themselves within their respective 
" dwellings. " C. Pinney, Mayor." 

The suggestion was very generally adopted ; and the 
intention, if it had been entertained, was not carried 
into effect. 
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At Taiious hours during the day troops were pouring 
into the city. When those under Capt. Congreve (they 
arrived in Bristol about twelve o'clock) reached Hor- 
field, on their way from Gloucester, they observed 
the road crowded with fellows, who instantly took to the 
fields right and left, and ran in every direction. These 
were a part of the rioters who had left the city in con- 
sequence of the charge of Major Beckwith, and who, 
probably, thought the 14th dragoons had left Bristol 
by another road, with a view of intercepting them. 
Captain Wilkins arrived about eleven with the Bath 
Troop of North Somerset Yeomanry Cavahy. When 
he received an express from Bristol on Sunday afl;er- 
noon, he immediately rode into Bath. On his going 
to head quarters, the White Hart, the mob broke into 
the house, dashing in the doors and windows, and did 
considerable damage ; in consequence of which serious 
riots were apprehended in Bath, and the Magistrates 
were obliged to keep the troops during the night. This 
attempt of the Bath mob to prevent the soldiers going to 
Bristol, to interfere with the mob there, shows clearly 
that they acted in union.* 

* At Bath, therefore, as well as at Newport, there was evidently 
among the mob a kindred feeling to that which was so actively in 
operation at Bristol. The following account of the out-breaking in 
the neighbouring city is extracted from the Bath Chronicle of the 
3d NoYember :— 

** In consecnience of the dreadful state of affairs in Bristol, the aid 
of the Bath Troop of North Somerset Yeomanry had been requested 
in the first mendoned dty. Captain Wilkins, of Twerton, the 
Commander of the Troop, having gone into the city in regimentals 
to assemble his men, was followed by some low characters, who 
ejepreaed their dua^pproba^on of the troops going'to Srittol^/or their 
intended purpose, Capt. Wilkins then went to the White Hart, 
whither he was followed by an increasing mob, who greeted him with 
all kinds c^ opprobrious execrations. // was in vain that he attempted 
to conciliate the populace by telling them that he was a Reformer^ 
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Part of the Bedminster troop of North Somel'set 
Yeomanry were under arms on Sunday, and (a9 has 

that be was compelled, as a matter of duty, to ^o to Bristol ;— they 
ifuisied that he should not go thither, aod on his refusing to accede 
to their wishes, they began to show symptoms of more serious 
mischief. Some of the more daring among the mob endeavoured 
to follow him into the White Hart, and the doors of that establish- 
ment having been shut, an attack was immediately made upon the 
windows, which were demolished without mercy. Intelligence was 
of course immediately sent to the proper authorities. The exertions 
however of the police officers were sufficiently required at the 
Guildhall, which was seriously threatened with attack by large 
bodies of vagabonds, who had assembled in front of the building, and 
amused themselves by occasionally breaking the windows of the 
Hall. As it of course required adequate notice to get a suffident 
force of special constables together, the blackguards In front of the 
White Hart had sufficient opportunity to glut their appetite for 
destruction. Not satisfied with breaking the windows, at about 8 
Q^clock a number of the mob proceeded to a fagot-pile in the Upper 
Bristol Road, and possessed themselves of formidable bludgeons, 
with which they returned to the scene of their former outrage, and 
demolishing the shutters of several of the lower windows, some of 
them effiscted an entrance into the premises. Here, however, they 
met with a warmer reception than they had calculated upon; and th^ 
were obliged to make a precipitate retreat.-^During the attack 
upon the premises Captain Wilkins disengaged himself from his 
uniform, and adopting the prudent step of disguising himself, left the 
house by the back door. A gentleman then appeared on the balconv 
in front of the hotel, and told the crowd that the Captain had left 
the house; but the intelligence was disbelieved, and the mob in 
return for his inforniation, insulted him with a shower of stones, 
which induced him to seek his own safety by a speedy retirement 
into the house. By this time, however, the Magistrates bad sworn 
in about 500 special constables, who immediately began parading 
the streets, and soon took many of the rioters into custody. — 
Tranquillity was soon in great measure restored, though the streets 
W^re not properly clear till nearly two o^clock In the morning. 

** On Monday morning the civic authorities took efficient steps 
to prevent the recurrence of the disturbance of the preceding 
night. Large numbers of special constables were enrolled in the 
early part of the day : and at 5 o'clock in the afternoon a Meeting 
was held at the Guildhall for the purpose of concerting measures 
for preserving the public peace.^The worthy and respected Mayor, 
George Kitson, Esq. addressed the Meeting in a bold, manly, and 
energetic manner, and after deprecating the outrages of Sunday 
night, proceeded to suggest a plan for the future preservation of the 
peace, which after sQme observations from the gentlemen present, 
was adopted." 
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been already stated) joined the 14th on Monday. They 
were ordered to patrole between Prince^s-street-bridge 
and the new prison. The Yeomanry being pelted 
by a party of rioters who occupied a narrow passage 
near the Bathnrst Hotel, one of the troop imme- 
diately galloped into the passage, seized a rioter in 
each hand, and backed his horse out, dragging his 
prisoners with him from their place of fancied security. 
Captain Shute was witness of this transaction, which 
would hare done credit to aTcteran soldier, and to mark 
his approbation of the conduct of the private, he pre- 
sented him, on the following day, with a handsome sword. 

Capt Esconrt, with the Tetbury troop, arriTed in 
Bristol about twelve o'clock, having left Tetbury at an 
early hour. They were ordered to St James's Barton, 
and remained under arms all night Their arrival 
enabled the Magistrates to guard that approach to the 
city, and to keep quiet that populous district 

Captains Tugwell and Lock's troops of the North 
Wilts, &c. arrived before dark. Col. Homer with two 
more troops of the Somerset Yeomanry anived, and a 
troop from Wells. These, after feeding their horses, 
were ordered part to Queen-square and the remainder 
to the Old Market. The citizens are under great 
obligations to the Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Somerset An officer of Yeomanry, of which the Marquis 
of Bath is Colonel, had been in attendance at Bath the 
whole of Sunday and Monday morning, and the Mar- 
quis lost no time in forwarding all the troops in his 
neighbourhood. 

About eight o'clock in the evening a body of the 11th 
regiment of foot, who had arrived by the steam-packet 
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from Merihyr, and landed at Shireliamptony marched 
into the city. Col. Loye, commanding the reserve conn- 
panics of the 11th regiment of foot, at Cardiff, as soon 
as he had received a dispatch from the Mayor, at six 
o'clock on Monday morning, hastened his departure,* 
and the march to Newport was performed at the rate of 
four miles an hour. 

On landing at Shirehampton, Col. Love wrote to the 
Mayor to announce his approach, and stated that he 
should march to Clifton, . and wait there for orders. 
On receipt of the letter, a Magistrate immediately went 
to Clifton in order to accompany Colonel Love into the 
city. But the night being dark, the regiment, on Durdham 
Down, passed the turning to Clifton, and came straight 
to the top of Park-street, leaving Clifton on the right. On 
entering the city by Park-street, the Colonel ordered the 
drums to strike up, — in an instant the sashes in every 
house were up, and the inhabitants hailed the soldiers 
with enthusiastic cheers. This force, with the former 
accession of troops, and the determined spirit of resist- 
ance which had by this time been aroused among the 
inhabitants, struck terror into the disaffected, while it 
tended to strengthen the reviving confidence of the 

* Rioters and Revolutionists understand each other well. The 
mob at Newport, in sympathy with their friends in Bristol, attempted 
to prevent Col. Love leaving that place in a steam-packet of which 
he had taken possession. A regular attack on the soldiers was pre- 
pared ; but a few significant words and more significant signs on the 
part of the commanding officer, denoting a warm reception, deterred 
them . Having vainly attempted to cut the boat adrift, their fury found 
vent in curses and execrations, and wishes for the sinking of the vessel, 
lest their revolutionary confederates in Bristol should be interrupted. 
They attempted to intimidate the soldiers by crying out ** Where are 
your coffins ?" Tt may be fairly asked of the Reformers, if Sir C. 
Wetherell was the cause of the riots in Bristol, what had be to do 
with the rioters in Monmouthshire ? 
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citizens. The troops Miere stationed in different parts of 
the squares and streets, and the approaches to the city, 
and parties of the constabulary force (comprising as we 
have before said nearly aU the respectable inhabitants) 
perambulated their respective districts in numerous 
bodies. 

At an early hour on Monday the Marquis of Lansdown 
rode into Chippenham, having heard a report of the riots 
in Bristol. He immediately sent off a dispatch to the 
Secretary of State, and also wrote to Captain Starkie 
of the Melksham troop. Lord Andover of the Malmes- 
bnry troop, Captain Calley of the Marlborough, Captain 
Smith of the Ramsbury, Captain Locke of the Devizes, 
and Capt. Phipps of the Chippenham troops. Although 
the services of these troops were limited to Wilts, Dorset, 
and Hants, they immediately volunteered, and before 
night the Marlborough and Malmesbury troops had pro- 
ceeded on their march, but favourable accounts being 
received on Monday evening they were ordered not to 
proceed. The city and the country are greatly indebted 
to them for their promptitude. 

The express sent by the Magistrates to Portsmouth, 
reached that place at nine o'clock on Monday morning ; 
and shordy afterwards a telegraphic dispatch was re- 
ceived there from Government, directing that a division 
of the 52d regiment, which had just landed from North 
America, should be conveyed in a steamer to Southamp- 
ton, and thence proceed with all expedition to Bristol. 
Sir C. Campbell, the Governor, was inspecting them 
when the despatch arrived, and at four o'clock they were 
aU on board the Conference steamer. 

A brigade of Artillery, with a supply of ammunition. 
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under Major Walcot, were ordered (as soon as the 
accounts of the riots reached Government) to proceed 
with all speed from Woolwich. The forced march was 
effected with characteristic rapidity. The presence of a 
single piece of artillery at an eariy stage of the riots, 
would probably hare had a dedsive effect. Had the 
riots continued, Bristol would have been shordy sor- 
rounded by an immense miUtaiy force, as directions had 
been sent by Oovemment, (who expressed in the 
strongest terms their determination now to put down 
the riots) to Woolwich, Portsmouth, Dublin, Water- 
ford, Cork, Pembroke, and Plymouth, to march troops 
with all expedition on the disturbed quarter, and frigates 
were ordered to Kingroad, in the Bristol Channel. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

SEARCH FOR PLUNDERED PROPERTY. 

Tuesday was priMcipally devoted to searching after 
plundered property. The Exchange was appointed 
as a receptacle, and the mass of furniture of every 
description — ^beds, wearing apparel, tables, linen, glass, 
plate, &c. &c. collected there during the day was truly 
astonishing. Some of the Churches were appropriated 
to the same purpose. In Host-street upwards of two 
waggon loads of furniture were found in one house. 
Marsh-street, St. James's Back, the Ding^, and in 
fiict almost all the lowest and dirtiest parts of the 
town were filled with plunder of various descriptions, 
though a great deal was hastily destroyed, when it was 
known a vigilant search was begun. In one of the 
streets, a well was found stuffed with furniture of all 
descriptions, soaked with water. Numbers of indivi- 
duals were found in the greatest state of intoxication, 
with bottles of wine under their beds ; and many of 
them were taken into custody on suspicion. On the 
person of one man was found upwards of two hundred 
pounds in money, supposed to have been taken from 
the Custom-house, and another dirty ragged fellow had 
his pockets filled with sovereigns.* Numberless are the 
instances in which property was thus found, but the 
quantity lost baffles calculation. 

* A fellow was apprehended at Birmingham, having a quantity of 
valuable silver plate in his possession, which had been stolen at 
Bristol during the riots. 
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The following bill was issued by the Magistrates on 
Wednesday : — 

^ Council-house, Wednesday, Noy. 2, 1831. 
^ The Magistrates most earnestly desire that all 
** Persons will avoid assembling in crowds in different 
^ parts of the dty, as such assemblages are likely to 
** promote disturbances, and interfere with arrange^ 
** ments now making for the recovery of property and 
** detection of offenders. 

" C. PiNNEY, Mayor." 
Numerous anecdotes might be coUected, and incidents 
of some interest; but the detail at any length would 
carry the narrative beyond its strict historical object ; 
a few, however^ may be slightly mentioned. Of the 
rioters who perished many were pierced through the 
body. One man who had climbed a tree was saved 
by an officer, who would not allow that he should 
be cut down in cold blood. In digging out some rains 
in the Square, a wretched man was found dreadfully 
mutilated. He had fallen into one of the vaults in a state 
of drunken insensibility, and when dug out, was found 
to have had one of his arms burnt off above the elbow. 
He was however alive, and immediately he was released 
rose up and walked away. On searching a house in 
Marsh-street, an Irishman was found sitting by the fire 
in one of the upper rooms, severely wounded by a sabre cut 
on the shoulder, which had separated the flesh from the 
bone down nearly to his elbow. The party offered to send 
him to the Infirmary, but he refused, although the 
wound had not been dressed. In a comer of the same 
room lay the bed, and on the searchers going towards 
it a woman begged they would not disturb it ; but, after 
some parley, a rug covering was removed, and they 
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discovered a dead man, having a cut across the forehead, 
and the woman admitted that the deceased was her 
husband. 

The nomber who perished in these riots has been 
variously estimated, and must always remain matter of 
doubt, from the nature of the transactions in which the 
guilty sufferers were engaged. It is generally believed, 
however, that not less than five hundred lost their lives, 
either by being burnt to death, intoxication, or the 
swords of the military. The Infirmary reports state 
about one hundred to have been admitted into that 
Institution ; but as these patients were of coxxrsefelonSj 
it is presumed that few cases comparatively were taken 
there^and that the greater part were privately conveyed 
home. 

There is one incident, which, as it became the 
subject of judicial scrutiny, and is of itself of great 
importance, affording proof of that malignant spirit 
which is so active in persecution of gentlemen who do 
the duty of good citizens, that it has been considered 
advisable to withdraw it from the narrative of the course 
of events, which it would have impeded, unless passed 
over with too much haste. It has, therefore, here a 
separate place. The full particulars wiU be found in 
the Appendix, in " the trial of Captain Lewis.*' — 
This honourable man and exemplary citizen promptly 
obeyed the call of the Magistrates to quell the riots, in 
the capacity of special constable, being himself a native 
of the city, to which, after an active and honourable life in 
the service of his country, in every quarter of the globe, 
he had retired. He had been resident in Bristol fifteen 
years — ^universally respected and beloved. Bound to 
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it by no commercial tie, with a feeling that does him 
great credit, he preferred, like a truly good citizen, 
expending the reyenues of an ample fortune in the 
city of Ms birth, to the allurements of places of more 
fashion and pleasure. The unfortunate occurrence may 
be thus briefly stated; Captain Lewis, after having felt 
the ferocity of this ^' good-natured mob,'' when he was 
acting ajB special constable, having been knocked down, 
trampled upon, and in some danger from injuries 
received, arms himself with pistols for self defence. 
He is collared by ruffians whom he might have shot ; 
but out of humanity staid his hand while holding the 
pistol. In this state his arm receives a violent blow, 
the pistol goes off, and an unfortunate boy is shot. 

It may, perhaps, be asked who were the real prose- 
cutors of Captain Lewis, and firom what pockets did the 
fiinds come ? The only person who appeared at the 
trial as prosecutor, was a person calling himself 
Edmonds, a perfect stranger to the city ! Was there 
here a conspiracy to persecute to death? Let sus- 
picion fall where it may, it does not belong to this 
narrative to cast so foul a stain on the characters of 
any, as to direct such suspicion. The culprits will bear 
within their bosoms to their last hour the consciousness 
of a sin of the deepest dye, and the sure punishment of a 
disappointed malignant rancour. 

The conduct of the Bishop of Bristol was worthy that 
excellent and pious Prelate. He had been advised not 
to attend at the Cathedral on Sunday morning. The 
ruffians had sufficiently marked all who had voted against 
the Bill ; but he was a good and pious Bishop, and that 
was an additional offence not to be pardoned. Reports 
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of the intention of the mob to destroy the Cathedral 
and the Palace had long preceded the actual outrage. 
But no danger could deter this excellent Prelate from 
his religious duties. He replied, when urged to remove 
from the city, or at least to absent himself from the 
Cathedral, ** I thank you for your kind consideration 
of my person, but I am to regard my duty to God, 
and not the fear of man. It shall never be said of 
me that I turned my back upon religion.'' 

On the Sunday evening his Lordship left Bristol, 
and therefore escaped the fury of the rebels ; for there 
is but small reason for expectation that those who did 
not spare the Sanctuary would have spared the Priest. 
Most valuable property of the Bishop was either plun- 
dered or burned in the flames. The ruffians with the 
ay of ^ Reform, the King, and no Bishops,** in their 
mouths, undertook to ''set his house in order" for 
him ; and in their hands it soon became a heap of 
smoking ruins. The Cathedral indeed was providentially 
saved; yet that the crime of sacrilege might not be 
wanting, the beautiftd private chapel was broken into, 
plundered, and fired. When we think of the atrocious 
acts — the throwing the insultingly-mutilated bible into 
the flames — the scoundrel mobs with their blaspheming 
howling and banners, their breaking into and firing the 
Palace, tearing down the carved work of the chapel as 
fuel to the flames, and this too on the Sabbath day, 
and bear in mind the threats and words of the 
wretched Davis, that ''in six weeks there would 
not be a church standing in the land,** — ^who is not 
forcibly struck with tiie description of the enemies of 
God, in the 74th Psalm? — ^" Thine adversaries roar in 
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the midst of thy cangregatianSj and set up their ban« 
ners for tokens. He that hewed timber afore out of 
the thick trees, was known to bring it to an excellent 
work. But now thej break down all the carved work 
thereof with axes and hammers. They haye set fire 
upon thy holy places, and haye defiled the dwellings 
place of thy name even unto the ground. Yea, thqr 
said in their hearts, let us make havoc of them altoge- 
ther.'' By themercy of a protecting Providence we are 
as yet spared the awful conclusion, — '^ Thus have they 
burnt up all the houses of God in the land.** 
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PART XIV. 

PROOFS OF AN EXTENSIVE CONSPIRACY. 

Haying completed an account of the transctcHans of 
the ever-memorable Three Days in Bristol^ and seen 
something like a restoration of order, if not of internal 
peace, the Narrative may be considered as having 
reached a resting place, from whence it may not be 
unprofitable to look back ; though the sight fill us 
with dismay, as that which struck the Patriarch of old 
when he beheld and ^' lo the smoke of the destroyed 
cities went up as the smoke of a fiimace.^ A useful 
lesson may be drawn from the survey. Here is an 
andenty a great, and populous city, in part sacked and 
burned by an inftiriated mob. The smoking rains of 
public and private buildings tell a tale of disgrace, that 
affects the national character. The suffering is indeed 
confined to Bristol ; but neither the disgrace nor the 
moral is local. If the view be sickening to the mind, as 
frightful to the eye, — reflect, that these riots may have 
saved what is a million times the value of the whole 
dty, the Constitution of England.* 

Here was a vast population in commotion. Countless 
citizens unable or unwilling to defend the person of the 
King's Judge ; — ^the King's Customs and Excise, the 
Public Oaols, whose ruflian inmates were to be let loose 



* It will be evident to the reader, that the above was written 
before the completion of the tyranny agftinit the Constitution. 

M 
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upon some premeditated horrid work,— the Mansioii' 
house of their Mayor, the Palace of their excellent 
Bishop, the private dweUings of ejected inhabitants, 
against whom not a shadow of a charge could be 
brought, — all plundered and burnt to the ground! 
It is unparalleled in history. Cities have been sacked 
and burned by foreign enemies, and the wretched 
citizens honourably buried in their ruins ; but here, did a 
band of patriot ruffians for two days triumph in outrage 
unchecked ; and the ill-disposed of the citizens looked on 
in apathy, in sufferance, and too many in approbation. 
They thought it was the first step of a rernlutUm^ 
which a wicked press and a singularly unfortunate coin- 
cidence of evil circumstances, under the sanction of an 
insane Government, had led them in a strong delusion 
to desire. They saw in those flames the triumph of 
the Black Book of the Press, of Reform, the dovmfall 
of a tyrant Aristocracy, of a grasping Religion, of an 
odious local Authority. They saw in those flames the 
cancelling of bonds that stood against them, remission 
of taxes, annihilation of public debt ; they looked to a 
golden harvest of revolution the lying prophets had 
promised, and they suffered the work to proceed. Nay, 
the boasted Political Union, that they might not be led 
by their better feelings to interfere, were ordered to their 
own homes^ when they should have saved the homes of 
others. And in this their abstinence, thus keeping thdor 
hands from every good worhj they helped to paralyse the 
inhabitants by the assumption of the power and dignity 
of office ; the authority of a ^^ Council," which the timid 
naturally enough magnified into a legislative body, dele- 
gated by a combination too extensively formed, and too 
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matured in their plans, to resist ; whose very insolence 
iivas strength, giring formidable encouragement to the 
most abandoned wretches, and unnerving the arm of many 
a legitimate defender, who, whether tme or false, would 
conceire this outrage sanctioned by a '^ Council.'* 

It was a base malignant fitction within, that rendered 
the population disaffected, and the plotters and revolu- 
tionists saw it was a fair scene for their experiment. It 
failed — and England is yet preserved. 

The above remarks naturally lead to a consideration 
of the plot Is there any proof of premeditated 
reTolution? 

It will appear that there was a system and organiza- 
tion in the Bristol riots that can have no other origin. 
It is the Tery nature of a plot to be concealed; could it 
be discoTcred in all its ramifications, there would be 
little danger in its existence; but as the difficulty of 
obtaining positive direct proofs may rather intimate 
the danger and the certain* secrecy with which it is 
invested, so wiU it make those which can be adduced 
of greater importance. And they are, taken together, 
sufficient to create alarm and vigilance. 

It is unfortunate that those whose chief duty it is, and 
who have the best means in their hands (the Govern- 
ment) appear but little solicitous to make a strict exami- 
nation of the schemes of Revolutionists, from whom 
they have derived an adventitious aid. Bold measures 
are indeed publicly proclaimed and owned, blazoned in 

* How nearly, from the wonderful secrecy with which the conspi- 
racy was matured in Ireland, under Lord Edward Fitzgerald,, did 
that rebellion burst out with every prospect of success* The dis- 
covery was accidental, owing to no forenght in the Government, and 
m/AeJuti in time. 

m2 
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trimnphaiit confession, and of such a nature as would^ 
in other days, haye brought their professors into inuni- 
nent danger of a charge of treason. Yet it may be 
suggested that there are nnder-plots with which many, 
eren of the demagogues and the ostensible leaders of 
Political Unions, may be totally unacquainted, and 
secret sub-committees and sub-delegates that may in 
cunning wisdom adopt the Union as a blind ; that the 
Executive, seeing so much evil owned and published, 
may think there is nothing worse behind. But what- 
eyer may be the inactivity of the €k>Yemment, and from 
whatever cause it may arise, the citizens of Bristol have 
a deeper interest in the discovery. They will relieve 
themselves from an eternal disgrace, if thqr can show 
that this revolution was not local in. its origin, whatever 
it has been in its disastrous effects ; — that Bristol was 
the theatre in which the revolutionary tragedy was to 
be enacted, but that the authors and chief actors were 
of an itinerant company, who chose to erect their stage 
and make their season in that iU-fated city. It may be 
said, that some of his Msyesly's servants, stars fix>m the 
theatre-royal, condescended to speak the prologue^ 
though they disdained to tread the boards in the cha- 
racter of dramatis personie, or to appear in the afterpiece. 
To say that the perpetrators of the Bill were in con- 
nection with the perpetrators of the riots, will not be to 
charge upon them the conception of the plot. But 
there may be, nevertheless, a connection — and so 
it was here. The Bill — the Reform Bill — ^was the bond 
of Ministerial and Revolutionary Union. It was an 
appeal to the physical force of the people ; and the 
language with which it was urged, when it vilified the 
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Constitational Parliaments of England as '' robbers of 
the pnblic parse," invested the vilest traitors with the 
mantle of patriotism, aikd thus enabled them, nnder 
allowed audacity, to conceal the real workings of a 
widely extended and organized conspiracy. 

That such an organized conspiracy did exist, and was 
active at the Bristol riots, may be at least suspected from 
the following circumstances. 

The day was no sooner fixed for opening the Com- 
missiim at Bristol, than persons were sent to the neigh- 
bouring towns, urging an attendance in Bristol on the 
29th October ; in consequence of which the city was full 
of strangers. At Bath, the mob prevented the troops 
of yeomanry from stirring on Sunday evening ; and at 
Newport, they made a strong effort to prevent Colonel 
liove embarking in the steam packet for Bristol. 

In attacking the prisons, the mob went directly 
(though out of their way) to smiths' shops for sledge 
hammers, &c. — separated for a purpose, and united at 
the Bridewell and at the (}aol. 

When the mobs were divided, for separate objects, 
still with each party there were persons provided with 
combustibles. They were divided in attacking the Gaol, 
Cumberland toll-house, and Prince's-street toll-house, 
yet still they met at Lawford's gate prison. 

On their way to the Bishop's palace, some of the mob 
wished to attack the Council-house, but the Palace was 
Jlrst in the plan, and although once beaten off from it, 
the fires put out, and nearly two hours elapsed before it 
was again successfully attacked, still the orders were 
observed, and no other building was assaulted ten/t/that 
was fired. 
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In the Square, the houses wcfe fired regulariy, by 
bandstand eaDed to aetiim by the ratde and the bdl ; — 
each party having diflfeient ocenpationsy and not inter- 
fering with each other. 

The e]q>ressions of Davis, on Friday, 28th Oct. show 
that the dty was to be fired. 

The condnet of the mob at Mr. Hole's shop, and their 
decbration; — ^the gig-men at the CMd Market; — the 
combustibles used, which must have been long in pre- 
paration ; — at the Custom-house, a paste ; — at the Gaol, 
a liquid ; — at Miss James's, Queen-square, a powder ; — 
at the Chapter-house, a substance in cakes ; — at Mr. 
Claxton's, fire-balls; — at another house, a torch ; — ^the 
cap of liberty, not hastily made ; — expressions of dying 
men, that they were sent for ; — confessions of prisoners ; 
while the mob out of doors were dcnng their part, 
their partizans in doors were at work writing notices, 
that certain houses or manufiictories would be burnt 
in the course of the evening. They thus obtained 
their object, by keeping a large body of well-disposed 
citizens at home guarding their property, who would 
otherwise have been active in putting down the riots. 
Had not apian been matured, this deep design would 
not have been executed. 

Before the Bridewell was fired, a firenuin of the 
Crown Fire-Office went down to that place, and mixed 
with the mob, to find out their plans. He was informed 
that ihe prisons ufould be all destroyed, the Bishop 
would have a house-warming, and a match would be 
placed under the Mansion-house, and they would then 
go to bed. This person immediately went to one of the 
derks of the Fire Office, and next to the Bishop, and 
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Stated what he had heard. Daring the whole evening 
it was remarkable how exactly their plans were carried 
into effect The distance between the Cku>I and Law- 
ford's-gate prison is two miles ; yet the mob, going by dif- 
ferent routes, aU arrived about the same time,nor thought 
of any fresh aggression until each pre-concerted object 
was effected. The sending offa pigeon from Queen-square 
(as mentioned in the United Service Journal J with a 
letter to Nottingham, has been vouched for on good 
authority. 

A person, who had served at the business of a 
druggist, was engaged during the week previous to 
the riots, in making balls about the size of walnuts ; 
they were all ready by the Friday evening. This 
person was so far in the secret, that he mentioned 
there would be property burned to a great extent, but 
not on his side of the town ; in this he was quite correct. 

The giving money to urge on the mob, as appears 
was the case at the burning the Palace. 

The previous attack on the Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
at the Bedminster New Church, by parties who were 
engaged in the subsequent outrages of the Three Days. 

These few facts lead to very presumptive evidence, 
if not positive proof, of organization in Bristol; it has 
been shown that outrages of a similar character were 
attempted about the same time elsewhere. But let any 
one consider the course of incendiarism, from its first 
appearance in Normandy, previous to the French Revo- 
lution, to its last act of conflagration ; — ^the extraordinary 
circumstances attending it, — ^the secret, yet sure, agency, 
*— the skill, and artful management, and manufacture 
of means, and the extent of the expence requisite for the 
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wide execution^ — ^the preparatory cheap publicationff, 
gratuitously circulated among the lower classes — and 
for the class above them, the publication of such works 
as The Prophetic Messenger, so skilfully contrived as 
to create the mischief it foretells; — let any one well con- 
sider these several particulars, and see them all working 
in combination, and he cannot reject the suspicion of a 
deep-laid and extensive conspiracy to effect a Revolu- 
tion, and of the very worst kind.* If the Three Days 



* That these conspirators identified themselves with the Reformen 
IS likewise certain. Reform was the pass-word of safety; the 
" King and Reform" the common shout of encouragement. This 
truth is so palpable, that an apology seems necessary for the intro- 
duction of any matter, in the nature of proof; but it has been so 
strangely denied by the virulent of that Party, that one or two 
instances of proof may be not improperly adduced. It was in 
evidence on Clarke's trial, that he delivered some stolen property 
to a party, first asking, *' Are you Reformers ?'* In Gregory's trial, 
it appears he stopped a man with a table, and asked whether it waa 
a Reform table ? ** Yes/* " Then pass.** Davis, at the Gaol, said 
^ Now d — n ye, ye would not let us have Reform." By a deposition 
sworn before Mr. Alderman George on the 5th November, the 
fact is established that the Rev. Charles Buck's house in Queen- 
square was fired amidst shouts of *' Protheroe and Reform for 
ever J** This deposition was made solely for the purpose of instituting 
certain law proceedings for the recovery of damages for property 
consumed b^ fire, and not with any political view. A gentleman 
on Sunday night, in Queen-square, was lamenting the sad destruction 
of houses to a stranger, who replied, ^ The Bristol people are against 
Reform, and must be convinced.** A gentleman, nigh in the army, 
a resident of the neighbourhood, was in Queen-square between the 
hours of two and four o'clock on the Monday morning, and saw a 
well-dressed man assuming the character of a director of the fero- 
cious proceedings. He entered into conversation with thisman,who 
told bim that the affair was intended to have taken place in February 
next, though many had fixed it for the 5th of November; but that 
the excitement anticipated on the arrival of Sir Charles Wethereil 
was considered a favourable moment for carrying the plan into effect 
at an earlier period. 

Accounts from Exeter, Worcester, and numerous other places, 
concur in stating that a simultaneous rising of the disaffected was 
apprehended on the 5th of November, when the usual commemorap 
tion of the Gunpowder Plot was to furnish the cover for the out- 
break. Let it be remembered too, that an armed meeting of the 
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of Bristol, the horrid outbreaking of rebellion, was the 
result of a conspiracy, not originating with the citizens 
of Bristol, bat one of general bearing; — ^if the Govern- 
ment were warned by the Magistrates, and requested to 
send such a military force as would protect the city, 
under the fearful circumstances laid before them, and 
if GoTemment neglected to send sufficient force ; — 
and if that force, amid the worst scenes, remained in- 
active, — it is cruelty, and the extreme of injustice, to 
make the citizens the sufferers, with regard to the 
immense property destroyed. But if the knowledge 
gained at Bristol, prevented a similar attempt in 
London ;* — if the final suppression of the rebellion in 



** Trades ^ of London was announced to take place on the 7th. 
Can it escape suspicion that ** ulterior measures " were to have been 
adopted at that meeting, consequent on the expected outrages in 
the principal cities and large towns? The Governmeut foresaw 
the danger, and prevented the meeting ; but if there be any Re- 
former sceptical enough to doubt the' existence of an extensive 
conspiracy, let him read the following extract from the Timei of 
the 4th November: — 

** With what design (says this ultra-reform print) the meeting of 
the " working classes " is summoned on Monday next, we know 
not. That the design is not a good one, seems but too probable, 
because the implied exclusion of all but those who live by daily and 
manual labour, is a malignant one. There ib another reason for 
more than suspecting the design of White Conduit-house to be an 
evil one. We have heard that there are extensive manufactures 
of staves and bludgeons carrying on for the performers of that day*s 
intended Tragedy, — that fire-arms are to be carried under their 
clothes, that the example of Bristol it to be appealed /o— but that 
more effect is meditated, aud for that end, that a more elaborate 
concert and more studied machination will be resorted to. We afi&rm 
that such intelligence has reached us, and from more quarters 
than one.'* There can scarcely be a doubt that the warning 
presented by the Bristol Tragedy saved the country. 

* Perhaps the reader will think the appeal to M. Persil, the French 
Attorney-General, from M. Lediere, m prison for a libel, rather a 
curious document. The quotation is from the Times: — 

*' In 1829, 1 oi^anized in London the European Committee, which 
accelerated the wakening of the nations, and announced their ap- 
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Bristol was the means of saving the country from 
anarchy, bloodshed, and civil war, — ^the country may 
be well content to make good the loss there sustained ; 
and if the Ministry feel in any degree conscious that 
they themselves were agitators, who excited the turbu- 
lence, and caused the too general apathy, or that a 
litde more zeal on their parts to prevent insult to an 
opponent, accompanied with manifest danger, would 
have altogether prevented any excess, — if they be honest 
men, they vrill not patiently aUow the citizens, who in 
other respects are so much injured by the riots, to bear 
the whole of the punishment. 

proaching triumph. la 1890, 1 published in that tSty Le Repreiem' 
font des peupies; and finally I must say, in mj defence, that it b to 
my zeal, admirably seconded by the zod of some powerful fiiends, 
that they owed all the public meetings in all parts of England, to 
congratulate France on her Revolution, ana to overthrow the 
Ministry of Welliogton, which dared to condemn it** 
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PART XV. 

REVIEW OF THE CONDUCT OF THE MAGISTRATES. 

As SO much bitter persecution has gone forth against 
the Magistrates, a short recapitulation of their conduct, 
detailed in the preceding account, may be in justice due 
to them, and to the public, whose object in the survey 
of these events is truth. It has been shewn that the 
Corporation, that is the Magistrates, are not and never 
have been a political body. It has been shewn that the 
Mayor, whose mansion was burned and plundered, was 
a Reformer. They did not, therefore, by any political 
expression or sentiments, cause the riots ; — and to charge 
them with producing them, by their application for 
military to suppress them, after they knew they were 
predetermined on, is an absurdity that requires no con- 
tradiction. But let it be seen what they did do, as 
so much has been said about what they did not. 

Furst. When aware of the intentions of the ruffians, 
they send a deputation to the Secretary of State, and 
lay the whole danger before the Gtovemment, and 
require sufficient military force. The Secretary of State 
would give them no answer until he had conferred with 
Mr. Frotheroe. Mr. Protheroe resists the sending mili- 
tary aid, — and writes to the Political Union, who 
subsequently thwart them likewise. All this mischief 
is not their doing. 
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Secondly. They endeaTour to procure a stong* con- 
stabulary force, and in defection of volunteers, hire 
constables, apd prepare three hundred. The citizens, 
it is true, had been tampered with pretty openly to 
oppose the Magistrates ^ — ^but that was not their doing. 

Thirdly. They issue public notices, requesting the 
inhabitants to observe peace and good order, and point* 
ing out the danger of disturbing the quiet of the city. 
These are torn down, and others put in their places, 
issued from another Council. This was not their doing. 

Fourthly. They gave ample orders to the military, 
ineffective in numbers as that force was, only 93 men^* 
and these sent with unusual orders, not to be used but 
on the greatest emergency. They gave the Commander 
of these troops sufficient orders to act decisively. If 
he did not act decisively to put down the riots, that was 
not their doing either. 

Fifthly. They protested most strongly against the 
removal of the 14th dragoons — demanded their stay and 
Aeir recall. The dragoons were sent away, and not 
recalled until Monday. And this defectionf was no 
work of their doing. 

Sixthly. They use every means in their power to 
assemble the citizens on Sunday, when the rioters had 
proceeded to great acts of atrocity, and although many 
respectable persons attended the call, yet at no time did 

* The Secretary of State, when danger was apprehended of a most 
serious character, sends only 93 men ; when the riots are suppressed, 
and the excitement oyer, at the special assize, and when nearly 4000 
constables turned out, he sends about 400 infantry, and 950 canJiy, 
a squadron of ardllery, and General Sir R.Jackson to command them. 

f The orders gi?en to Col.Brereton by the Magistrates, on Satur- 
day night, were disregarded ;<— on Sunday morning, dbrq^arded;— 
on the removal of the troops, disresardea;— on demanding their re- 
call, disregarded ;— at the Bishop's Palace, disregarded. 
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ihey e:&ceed about 200, out of a population of 100,000. 
And if the rebels had their emissaries in such assemblies, 
to report proceedings and to create confusion, — ^that, 
likewise, was not the doing of the Magistrates. 

Seyenthly. The Magistrates are continually at their 
posts ; the Mayor quits not the Mansion-house till he 
is in immediate danger of being burnt in it. At no 
time are the known official stations without some of the 
Magistrates present. If one of these posts, the Mansion- 
house, is burnt, and the Mayor in consequence obliged 
to establish himself in a private dwelling-house, — the 
outrage which caused this was not the doing of the 
Magistrates. 

Eighthly. When so established in a private dwelling, 
the Mayor signifies to the other Magistrates where he 
is, and writes* to the Commander of the forces to the 



* Mach has been said, in consequence of the misapprehension of 
Mr.Goldney, who gave bis evidence on the Conrt Martial, upon the 
supposed anxiety of the Mayor for concealment ; but it will be 
recollected that the Mayor's letter to Col. Brereton, dated at twelve 
o'clock on Sunday night, is thus explicit :— 

, ** The Mayor of Bristol begs to inform Col. Brereton that if he 
" should have occasion for Uie orders of a Magistrate, either the 
*' Biayor or some other Magistrate will be found at No. 50, Berkeley- 
'' square, Mr. Daniel Fripp's, the second house on the right hand on 
** turning into the Square from Park-street. 

** Berkeley-square, 12 o'clock, Sunday night." 

Mr. Daniel Fripp addressed the following letter to the Editor of 
the Mercury:'-' 

"In the evidence of Mr. Goldnejr, on the Court Martial of Capt 
** Warrington, on Thursday last, it is reported that he (Mr. Goldney) 
** did not communicate to the Mayor what Capt. Warrington had 
** stated, * as the Mayor had particularly requested him (Mr. Goldney) 
" through Mr. Daniel Fripp, not to mention where he (the Mayor) 
** was ;' — ^that of Mr. W. Harris, Jun. is nearly to the same purport. 
*' I have to state moit dutincUy and unequwocaify, that I received no 
^ such directume from the Mayor^ nor did I communicate to Mr. 
^ Goidney or Mr. Harris such direciians A$ FROM THE Mayob. In 
^ the state of alarm my family was in at the time, it is probable I 
** made such a request on giving them, or one of them, the letter in 
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same purport, and demands his immediate exertion to 
save the dty . If no attention is paid, the consequences 
are not the doing of the Magistrates. The Commander 
of the forces returned no answer to the communications 
forwarded at twelve and three o*cIock. The Magistrates 
were engaged, during the night, making arrangements 
for the Sheriffii, preparing summonses for the posse 
comitatus, fixing on gentlemen who would undertake 
to organize the householders, on their anrival at the 
churches, &c. and determining what points should be 
principally defended. If, under all the circumstances, 
the Mayor had not withdrawn firom the centre of the 
dty, but had remained at the Council-house, the pro- 
bability is, that that building would have been attacked 
and destroyed ; the mob would have fired Broad-street, 
Wine-street, High-street, &c. and the loss of property 
would have been dreadful. The presence of the Mayor 
in the centre of the city would have attracted the mob, 
as they knew he had applied for military force against 
them. At five o'clock on Monday morning the Magis- 
trates go, some to the Square, the Mayor and others to 
the Council-house. 

Ninthly. The Magistrates did head such small parties 
as they could collect, at the imminent hazard of their 

** question; and after the eTidence gi?en by two respectable indi- 
^ yidaals on oath» I am not disposed to doubt it. Such request did 
^ not, however, prohibit dtber of those gentlemen retunung to my 
** house. From the clear description of my residence, to avoid any 
^ mistake, in the letter of the Mayor, dated 12 o'clock midnicht, 
*' Sunday, and a particular circumstance at the time <^ writing that, 
** at three o'clock p.m« Monday, I am convinced it was made to thoie 
'^ gentlemen as m^own indkidual request, and not by the direction of 
^ the Mayor, or given as such to either Mr. Goldney or Mr. Harris; 
« and therefore, was received by them under a wrong impression, as 
'* bdng the request of the Mayor." 
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lives — they headed a party to the Mansion-house — ^they 
headed a party to the Gaol — ^they headed a party to 
the Palace — ^they headed a party to Queen square, when 
the filing was stopped. 

If in these, their many active, courageous attempts 
to encourage the citizens and suppress the riots, they 
were deserted, knocked down, and threatened to be 
ridden down by the soldiers, that discouragement to 
the citizens and themselves was not their doing. 

Tenthly. They send expresses to several places for 
fresh military aid, the arrival of which saved the city. 
If the rebels had previously destroyed the Mansion- 
house, three Ooals, Custom-house, Excise-office, Toll- 
houses, and a Bishop's Palace — ^none of this was the 
doing of the Magistrates. 

It has been urged, that they should earfy have called 
out the posse comitatus ;* but was that attended with 
no danger with a population of one hundred thousand, 
and all, as the Reformers boasted, having made up 
their minds to insult Sir Charles Wetherell — ^and when 
the Magistrates had a suspicion that this might be a 
posse comitatus of rebels? It has been urged they 
should have armed the citizens — ^yet how were they 
threatened with ^'consequences^ from the Political 
Union — and it should be recollected, that in every riot 
in Ireland since Lord Orey's administration, the Govern- 
ment have left the Magistrates and policemen to the 
tender mercies of the vile ; some have been turned out 
of the Commission of the Peace, some have been tried 
for their lives, and all have been persecuted. 

* To call out the posse comitatui reqiures time ; niminonses mutt 
be filled up and served iudifidaally ; nor can they be issued until the 
riot haf taken plaice. 



176 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

An outcry has been raised, and a very senseless one, 
against the Bristol Magistrates, that they did not act 
the part of dragoons, and (bare and undefended with 
the means of protection,) go forth as sure marks for the 
fury of the ruffians. But the law as it has been amply 
expounded, (which may be seen in the Appendix) acquits 
them of any relinquishment of duty here, by clearly 
annihilating the arg^ument of necessity.* 

On the whole, it seems singular enough that of all 
parties to whom the public can turn their eyes, the 
Magistrates alone appear to have done undeviatingly 
their duty, strictly, honourably, and courageously ; and 
it is not improbable that some of the rancour with which 
they are now attacked, may proceed from the bitter dis- 
appointment of the ruffians, whose plans were defeated 
by them — ^from the malignant spite of others who haye 
always hated them as Local Authorities,t and from the 



* Any who saw the moYements of the 14th in the street mutt be 
convinced, that if any Magistrate had been mounted and with them, 
he would ha?e been separated from the troops the very first charge, 
and unquestionably have been murdered by the mob ; and if able to 
keep up with the soldiers, cbai^ging, could he be expected to under- 
stand military signals and orders of command, by which their move- 
ments are regulated ? Major Beckwith, on this point, gives evidence 
of nothing but his own astoobhment, that none of the Magistrates 
of Bristol were expert horsemen. He seems to have formed his 
beau-ideal of S Magistrate from his recollections of the renowned 
Hudibras, who was " Great on the bench, great in the saddle.*' 

f Last jear the Corporation proposed to the diflbrent parishes the 
introduction of a Police Establishment, similar to that in Liondon, in 
lieu of the present system of watchmen. Meedngs were called, the 
plan was opposed, and they did not proceed with the measure, in 
opposition to the wishes of the citizens. The Corporation, indeed, 
appear to have been |)rovident in more instances than one. Soon 
after Lord Grey came into office, an application was made to ruse a 
volunteer corps. The Government refused. Within a month, a 
a similar request was made from Salisbury, and granted. 
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BAtoral loire in those who are reaUy mach to blame, of 
shifiiiig the disgraee from their own to more conyenient 
shoulders. 

But it may yet be hoped, that though there may be 
some ineurable in their insane Reforming fury, the 
Bristol riots will effectually remoTe the delusion from 
the eyes of misguided citizens ; that in the *^ cool of the 
day,** they will hear a better voice, and " be afraid ;" 
that they will learn, to their own best interests, that it 
is the duty of citizens to help to make their city flourish^ 
and not to rush upon the attempt to found an empire ; 
that it is better for them to become industrious trades- 
men, than political paupers and brawling Unionists. 

For the accounts of the Special Commission and 
Courts Martial, the reader is referred to the Appendix 
— in this place it will only be necessary to make a few 
remarks upon them. 

It will ever be a subject of regret, that Special Com- 
missions had not been earlier issued, upon the riots at 
Nottingham, Dorchester, and Derby. The passage in 
the speech of the Lord Chief Justice, in reference to 
this neglect of the Ministers, is worthy remembrance : 

^^ For in the case of offences at once so alarming to 
the public tranquillity, and so dangerous to the pro- 
perty and safety of individuals, it is of the first import- 
ance to make it known to all, that enquiry and 
punishment follow close upon the commission of crime, 
in order that the wicked and ill-disposed may be 
deterred, by the dread of the law, fit>m engaging in 
similar enormities, whilst the peaceable and industrious 
may look up to it with gratitude and affection for the 
safeguard which it extends over their persons and 
property." N 



178 THE BRISTOL RIOTS. 

Had punishment followed ^' elme upon the commimwm 
ofcrim^ in the cases of the outrages at Nottingham, &c. 
there might have been no riots at Bristol. 

On the 2d Not. thejQovemment issne a Proclamation in 
the King's name, in which there is a cautions abstinence 
of any severity, nor is the outrageous insult and attack on 
the Eong's Judge, or his name, so much as mentioned. 
A Proclamation of this character does not reach the 
dignity of a bruium fulmen^ — ^it is too much in the 
whining tone of entreaty to be respected, and tends to 
the encouragement of the seditious, by its weakness and 
timidi^ : — 

^^ Wherects in divers parts of Great Britain, and more 
particularly in the towns of Derby and Nottingham, and 
in the city of Bristol, tumultuous assemblages of people 
have taken place, and outrages of the most violent des* 
cription have been committed both upon the persons 
and property of divers of our subjects ; and whereas all 
the restraints of law and order have been overborne and 
trodden under foot by such lawless multitudes, the man- 
sions of individuals violendy entered, pillaged, and set 
on fire, the ordinary course of justice forcibly inter- 
rupted, the gaols for the confinement of criminals broken 
into and destroyed, and malefactors and persons charg^ 
with ofiences let loose upon tiie public, to the gceat dis- 
turbance and danger of the common weal, and the sub- 
version of established government: And whereas the 
welfare and happiness of all nations do, under Divine 
Providence, chiefly depend upon the observance and en- 
forcement of the law : And whereas it is our finn determi- 
nation faithfully to discharge the duty imposed on us, to 
preserve the public peace, and vigorously to exert the 
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powers which we possess for the protection of all our sub- 
jects, in the entire enjoyment of their rights and fiberties : 
Wcy 'therefore, being resolved to suppress the wicked 
and flagitious practices aforesaid^ have thought fit/ by 
and with the advice of our Privy Council, to issue this 
our Royal Proclamation, solemnly warning all our liege 
subjects to guard against every attempt to violate the 
law, and to abstain from every act inconsistent with the 
peace and good order of society ; and we do hereby 
charge and command all Sheriflb, Justices of the Peace, 
Chief Magistrates of Cities, Boroughs, and Corporations, 
and aU the Magistrates throughout Ghreat Britain, that 
they do effectually repress aU tumults, riots, outrages, 
and breaches of the peace, within their respective 
jurisdictions, and that they do make diligent enquiry in 
order to discover and bring to justice the movers and 
perpetrators of aU such seditious and wicked acts as 
aforesaid : and we do earnestly and solemnly exhort, 
ei\join, call upon, and command all our liege sub- 
jects, of all ranks and conditions, that they do come 
forward upon the first appearance or apprehension of 
any such disturbances as aforesaid, as they are bound 
by their duty to us, by their regard for the general 
interest, and by the obligation of the law, and that they 
be actively aiding and assisting to all Sheriffs, Justices 
of the Peace, and other Magistrates, in enforcing the 
law against evil doers, and in protecting their fellow 
subjects ill the enjoyment of their property and the 
exercise of their rights, against all forcible, illegal, and 
unconstitutional interference, controul, or aggression. 

Given at our Court of St. James's, this 2d day of Nov. 
1831, and in the second year of our reign. 

God save the King. '* n 2 
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In contemplating the fate of the wretched Tictuns, 
whom the law has demanded, who is there that does not 
deplore the guilty excitement by which they were goaded 
into crime ? But if the more guilty may have escaped, 
we must not therefore affect a sickly sentiment, and pole 
and whine away the safety of our lives, property, and 
Constitution, in our maudlin commiseration of those 
who have suffered. Let the wretches who would bum 
us in our beds suffer the penalties of the law, and let us 
reserve our best sympathies for the good and the 
guildess. The affected voice of pity is too often of the 
hypocrite and scoundrel, — ^it is the false whine of the 
crocodile, that crawls out of his mud and his slime to 
imitate the bewailing tones, and shed the tears of sym- 
pathy, that he may more surely glut his ravenous appetite 
for blood and mischief.* From what justifiable feeling 
could the petitions to spare the condemned ruffians 
have arisen ? Were they parties to them, who looked 
on unmoved, when the life of a Judge of the land was 
attempted, and the miserable citizens might have been 
burnt in their beds ? And who then complimented the 
ruffians with the designation of a ^' good-natured mob ?" 



• The Manchester Political UnioD, at a meeting held on Sumda^, 
go worded tibeir address, that ferocity, not pUv, would appear to have 
been the motive, and blood the o^ect. Tney thus state the con« 
elusion of th^ Council: — 

** That there has been blood enough spilt in consequence of Sir 
Charles Wethereirs cruel and unprincipled conduct. We dare not 
trust our feelings to enter into detail ; our determination is taken. 
If one of these men suffer death, tmleu ^ Charles WMereU svffer 
wUh ihem^ we shall have lost idl confidence in^the present Ministry; 
and there will be something more added to a long catalogue of crimes 
already recorded against the present, as well as former Uovemments 
of this country. Add bur this and the catalogue is full. Then the 
work ofjuttice must begin. The same feeling actuates us relative to 
the Special Commission now ntting at Nottingham.** 
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Rather let punishment for such crimes be sure ; — ^that the 
biasings we haye enjoyed, under our old Constitution, 
may not be put to the hazard of every brutal attempt to 
be set on foot by the agitator and demagogue. 

The trials of Col. Brereton and Capt. Warrington 
are at full in the Appendix. The inexplicable conduct 
of the former must always be a subject of conjecture. 
The termination of his trial by his unfortunate suicide, 
as well for other reasons, is likewise to be lamented, as 
it depriyed the public of much information that might 
have been elicited from his defence. Without an intimate 
acquaintance with the character of his mind, it would 
be perhaps criminal to ascribe motives. It would cer- 
tainly appear, that he thought the forces, the Ministry 
allowed him, insufficient in numbers, and that he greatly 
overrated the power of the mob. It may have been, 
that he really thought the Bristol riots the commence- 
ment of a successful Revolution, to which real resistance 
would cause a useless effiision of blood ; and he did 
not, evidently, view with very great abhorrence the 
atrocities the '^ people^ were committing. 

Had the Court Martial proceeded, it would have 
been proved, that on the Sunday afternoon, when twelve 
or thirteen constables were within the Mansion-house, 
and four soldiers without, and it was represented to 
Col. Brereton that unless a reinforcement of constables 
were sent for, or a detachment of military, it was impos- 
sible to keep possession against the increasing mob — 
that then Col. Brereton replied, ** I'll go and quiet the 
rascals,^ and that he addressed them thus: — ^'My 
good fellows, — ^you've released your prisoners, — you've 
got them back, — ^I have sent away the 14th who rendered 
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themselves obnoxious to you by their conduct, — a strict 
enquiry shall be made into that conduct, and I promise 
you that the enquiry shall be strict ; — ^what do yon want 
more ? — Now go quietly to your homes, first giving three 
cheers for your King." Upon this he waved his cap? 
leading the cheer. 

These trials prove a strange misconception on the 
part of the military in cases of riot. After the able 
exposition of the law upon the subject, this cannot weU 
occur again. The proceedings of the Courts-Martial 
vriU be read with great interest ; they are remarkable 
for a display of eloquence and ability rarely to be met 
with, more particularly in the concluding speeches of 
Msyor-General Sir Charles Dalbiac, the Prosecutor- 



It was the intention of the Narrator of the Bristol 
Riots, in conclusion, to have detailed at required length 
the Consequences. This part of the work, however^ 
has been deferred until by the violence consummated 
against the Constitution, they have become of little im- 
*portance beyond the city wherein this first atrocious 
Reformers' Tragedy has been perpetrated. He has now 
the shorter work to perform, and yet it is grievous. 
The Revolutionary events that have crowded into action^ 
since the above Narrative was drawn up, will make 
much, both of the language and proceedings, appear 
weak and insignificant. The movement has been indeed 
forwarded, and of this we are most convinced by looking 
back. The boasted loyalty has fallen before it ; and 
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that ivhicfa we biirely dared to saspect, has been openly 
and audacionsly acknowledged and proclaimed; and 
thus much that has been written is confirmed. 

Whether the Reform Act shall verify the feasrs of its 
opponents, or the hopes of its authors and supportersi 
the expected good or snflfering will alone develope. 
But though it may possibly be a subject of r<goicing to 
the country at large, its agitation will ever be remem- 
bered by Bristol as the epoch and date of its severest 
calamity. Previously to that agitation, it has been 
shown that the city was singularly fortunate, in com- 
parative prosperity, comparative concord and internal 
amity, and comparative loyalty to the Constitution. 
It is now unquestionably in distraction and distrust, on 
the brink of a ruin that may be irretrievable, already 
burthened with a debt of 70 or «£80,000. of which the 
Riots are solely the cause, and which, falling upon im- 
paired resources, wiU long be a check to any attempts 
to restore its credit and hopes of reviving prosperity. 

Agitation has struck a blow, and is still aiming fresh 
attacks upon the greatest source of its wealth, — ^the 
West India Interest. The citizens have seen and felt 
that the consequences have been hitherto disastrous, 
but perhaps do not yet all see, that they must be uni- * 
versal ; — that they must reach themselves, and that the 
system, if persevered in, must be fata}, and sink the 
second dty in the empire into the insignificance of a 
mere coasting port. 

The active charity of its wealthier citizens has been 
ever conspicuous, and the outrages committed against 
their persons and property have not turned them aside 
from those good and kind acts by which the suJOTerings 
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of dSisease or penury may be alleviated. The once 
flourishing dty is indeed brought low, for it has not 
only disquiet but pestOenee in its streets. Happy ¥rill 
it be for the citizens, if they are led by reflection on the 
past, to see and acknowledge that those are their best 
fiiends yvhofear innovations ; and if they resolve now 
in their one triumph and many sufierings, to place no 
confidence in agitators, who would instigate them to 
the burning of private dwellings and the desecration of 
churches ; and if they would weigh well, (the one only 
cause of dissatisfaction being removed) against the des- 
solation they have witnessed, the value of Conservative 
Principles^ whose professed object is the preservation 
and security of property, the promoting public credit 
and confidence, without which even industry is unavail- 
ing, and the establishment of the liberty of oflering our 
prayers to God, the Giver of all Good, in the temples 
which our foreCsUhers have raised to her service. 



Avifu^i 25, 1838, 
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STATEMENTS FROM THE MAGISTRATES. 



To ike Edii&r of Felix Farley^s Bristol Journal. 

COUNCIL-HOUSE, 

Bristol, 14th Nov. 1831. 

Me. Editor,— A fortnight has now passed since the dis- 
tressing scenes took place in the city of Bristol, which will 
long mark Snnday, the 30th October, in the memory of those 
who witnessed them. Darinje the interval which has elapsed, 
the Magistrates and their Omcers have been occupied almost 
without intermission in satisfying the numerous claims upon 
their attention, .which the apprehension of persons charged 
with offences, the recovery and preservation of abstracted 
property, and other matters of continual and pressing occur- 
rence, presented. 

It is noped that the candour of by far the greatest part of 
their fellow-citizens has, in the mean time, spared them from 
the censure and reproach which others, in ignorance of the 
facts, and without materials for judgment, have thrown upon 
them. Their complete vindication must he left to that full and 
&ir enquiry by which, whether it be called down upon them by 
adverse application, or may take place under any other circum- 
stances, they feel that justice will eventually be done to all, 
and by the result of which they are content to abide. In the 
mean time the inclosed copies of two letters sent by the Magis- 
trates on the 4th Nov., one of them (with the Appendix) to nis 
Majesty^s Secretary of State for the Home Department, and 
the other to the Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty's Forces 
(il copy pf which last letter was also sent to Colonel Brereton,) 
will serve to convey an outline of the principal circumstances 
as they occurred, and which, it bein|f ten days since the docu- 
ments were transmitted to the respective offices, the Magistrates 
think they may now, without impropriety, lay before the 
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public; reserving the full detail of partlculaft for the proper 
time and occasion, and wishing to refrain altogether from com- 
ment. The Magistrates, nevertheless, consider it necessary to 
notice a letter, from Capt. Codrington to the Secretary of 
State, which has been very generally published in the news- 
papers.* The facts appear to be these i— Captain Codrington*s 
troop arrived soon after the firing of the Bishop*s Palace, where 
some of the Maj^istrates had gone from the Council-house, 
as stated in their letter to the Secretary of State, and had 
in the result been separated by the rush of the mob. — ^The 
approach of the troops, on entering the city, was communi- 
cated by the messenger who had been dispatched for them to 
one of the Magistrates at the Council-house, who immediately 
went to make arrangements for setting their billets. When 
the Officer called at the Council-nouse he was directed to the 
Commanding Officer*s station, in the Collese-green, to report 
himself. Shortly afterwards, an Officer cafled at the Council- 
house, from Col. Brereton, to ask for a Magistrate, and was 
told the Colonel should hear from the Council-house in five 
minutes % within that time, a call was made at the ColonePs 
Office, in College-green: he was not at home, and no directions 
could be obtained where to find him. In about half an hour 
from this time, the letter in the Appendix, No. 5, and also 
billets for the troop, were left at Uie ColonePs Office ; the troop 
had, in the mean time, gone from College-green to the Livery 
Stables, in College-street, where the 14th light draeoons had 
been stationed, and where, in the presence of Col. Brereton, 
the same accommodation was offered to this troop which the 
light dragoons had received there ; but, whilst the lights were 
being placed in the stables, they went away and left the city. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

CHARLES PINNET, MATon. 



* « Mr Lord,— I have the honour to represent to voor Lordihlp, tiuu in 
oonsequence of a requiritioB from the Mayor of Brutol, between two aod 
three o'clock yesterday, I oolleeted my troop of yeomeniy with as little loes 
of time as it was p r ac t ica b le. When your Lordship oonaiden that I had to 
aend aome miles in diilhrent dhrectlone, you will, I thick* admit the alaeri^ 
of my men when I atate, that we were enabled to march from heoee (Ood- 
ington), with scarce a man miaring, by leTen o'clock. Having, however, 
flReen milea to go* and the night being very dark, we could not reach 
Briatol till after nine, when, I lament to asy, we found the city on fira in 
maav pUwes, the oaola emptied, and the town in the greatest confosioB. 
Hanng paraded tbnNiffh the princi|Nd parU of the city for more than two 
boun, withottt being able to find a'Magistrate ; hearing that they had in 
fact left the town after withdrawing both Hie Majesty'a troope and the 
police ; finding onrKlvM thus unaopported, and without a hope of being in 
any way serviceable, the city being acmally in the oneontrolled power ofthe 
populace, I had no altematife but that of withdrawing also my men, and 
we returned home about five o'clock thii morning. 

*' Feeling it my duty to make this statement to your Loidihip, I ahonld 
ill perform it towards the brave men lam proud to nave tfaehononr of com- 
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7%e Mapof^s Letter to the Secretary of State far the 

Home Department. 

COUNCIL-HOUSE, 

Bristol, 4tii Nov. 1831. 

My Lord, — The Gaol Delivery having been fixed for Satur- 
day, the 29th Oct., it $oon became evident to the Magistrates, 
as well from reports circulated in the city and placards upon 
the walls, as also from paragraphs in the newspapers, expressing 
the disapprobation of the friends of Reform with respect to 
Sir Charles Wetherell's conduct in Parliament, that a strong 
public feeling would be excited aeainst him, and that this might 
be expected to manifest itself on nis arrival and during his stay 
in the city. The Magistrates, therefore, took into their consi- 
deration the propriety of making a communication to Sir 
Charles on the subject, and of submitting to him whether, 
under the circumstances, in would be advisable to postpone the 
Gaol Delivery. A deputation accordingly waited upon him in 
London, to make this representation and ascertain his decision; 
and in case it should be determined to hold the Gaol Delivery, 
to make a communication to the Secretary of State, and request 
that a military force might be sent to assist and support the 
civil authorities in protecting the city and preserving the 
public peace. It having been decided on that the Gaol Delivery 
ought to be held as usual, the proposed application was at once 
made to your Lordship, and your Lordship having assented to 
the views of the Magistrates, hut wishing to see the deputation 
again on the subject, you were accordingly waited upon by 
them and Sir Charles Wetherell on the following day. ^ Your 
Lordship having then sanctioned the opinion of the Magistrates 
as to the propriety of holding the Gaol Delivery in the usual 
form, ann having directed, that troops should oe sent to the 
vicinity of the city, and placed under the orders of the Magis- 
trates, upon the express understanding, however, that their 
services should not be required except in case of actual neces- 
sity, and the failure of the civil power to maintain the peace, 
the Magistrates immediately took such measures as appeared to 
be necessary for increasing the constabulary force. 



mandlDg, ifl did not further state, tbttoo men could have oone forward 
with more alacrity ; and, although they might not have acted with the di^ 
ciplioe of His Majesty's regular troops, they would not hate been exceeded 
by them in teal, loyalty, or a determinatioo to hate done their duty ; and 
had they had an opportuoity of acting, they woold haYe shown theaeelvea 
not undeeenring of His Majesty's approbation* 

** 1 hate the honour to be, my Lord, 
*• Your Lordship's obedient senraot, 

" C. W. CODRINOTON. 
•* Captain of the Dodington and Manhfield 
•• Dodington, Oct. 31." Yeomanry Cavalry." 
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Upon application to the Inhabitants of the seyeral wards, 
their returns trere insufficient for the number required, and 
such deficiency was immediately supplied by engaging hired 
Constables for the purpose ; the i¥hole, with the Sheriffs^ 
Officers, amounted to about 800 men. On Thursday, theSTtby 
the Magistrates issued and published the address contained in 
the Appendix No. I. On the 29th, the Sheriffs met the Recorder 
at ten m the forenoon, (being much earlier than the usual hour) 
at the distance of about one mile from the Guildhall, and 
much nearer to it than the usual place of meeting. 

These precautions, which were adopted in the hope that they 
might lessen the difficulties of Sir Charles* coming in, had not 
altogeUier the desired effect ; the number of persons assembled 
was much larger than upon former occasions, and considerable 
tumult and pressure tooK place. Sir Charles was assailed with 
violent groans, hisses, and other strong expressions of disappro- 
bation, and occasionally by stones thrown^ at him, from the 
time of his being first received by the Sheriffs to his arrival at 
the Guildhall, and asain in proceeding from thence to the 
Mansion-house, after naving completed the usual formalities of 
reading the charter and adjourning the Court. In passing from 
one place to another, the Constables experienced stcbI pressure 
and annoyance, and were frequently struck with stones, and 
several of them were considerably wounded. 

They, however, performed the duty assigned to them, and 
Sir Charles reached the Mansion-house in perfect safety, about 
noon. The crowd assembled in firont or the Mansion-house 
continued there for some hours, without any indication of riot, 
except by expressing their disapprobation, as they had before 
done, and by occasional skirmisnes which took place when the 
Constables endeavoured to apprehend persons in the act of 
throwing stones, or to disperse those who showed a disposition 
to be more forward than the others. This state of things having 
continued until nearly dusk, the numbers from time to time 
varying, and their behaviour being occasionally more or less 
tumultuous, and it appearing some of them had, in the mean 
time, provided themselves with sticks, the Mayor, accompanied 
by the Magistrates, went out in front of the Mansion-house 
and addressed the people, remonstrating with them on the im- 
propriety of their conduct, pointing out to them the danger of 
Eersistin^ in it, earnestly entreating them to disperse and go 
ome quietly, and stating to them the necessity of the Mans- 
trates using stronger measures unless this recommendation 
should have the desired effect. Stones were thrown at the 
Magistrates while this address was being made, one of which 
struck the person who was standing next to the Mayor, and 
knocked on his hat. But the earnest desire of the Magistrates 
to abstain from usins force until the last possible moment, 
prevented them from naving recourse to it until some time had 
elapsed. About 5 o'clock, however, upon the approach of 
evening, the number of people appearing to be considerably 
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increaaed and their cenduct becoming greatly more violent, the 
doors and windows of the Mansion-house having been attacked 
with stones, and several of the Constables having been bron^ht 
im severely wounded, the Riot Act was read, and this appearing 
to have no e£fect, an order was sent to tlie troops, who had been 
before directed to hold themseWes in readiness, to come at 
ouce to the scene of action. 

In the interval of more than lialf-an-ho>»r, which took place 
before their arrival, the Mayor, and those who were wi^ him 
ia the Mansion house, were in the greatest personal danger. 
The people on the outside had driven in the Constables, torn 
up the iron-railing in front of the house, and with stones and 
laige pieces of timber battered in the windows and window- 
frames, and the pannels of the doors, and were with the greatest 
difficulty prevented from forcing a complete entrance by having 
the windows and doors barricaded with beds and furniture; 
they had entered into the dining-room, and another room on 
the ground floor, and> destroyed the contents, and had made 
such a breach in the large street-door as enabled them to rake 
and sweep the hall with stones and large bars of wood ; and 
they had, as it appears, provided and placed straw in the dining 
room for the apparent purpose of setting Are to the house. 
Upon the appearance of the soldiers, the people withdrew from 
the attack, out did not disperse ; and directions were given to 
Colonel Brereton, who came to the Magistrates for orders, to 
get the streets cleared ; they however still continued to occupy 
the courts of the adjoining houses and the comers of the Square, 
near the Mansion-house, in considerable numbers, throwing 
stones at the windows and at the 14th dragoons, two of whom 
were brought in wounded. Col. Brereton oame in from time 
to time to report to the Magistrates, and it appeared, from his 
statement, that the people were in verj good humour, that he 
had been shaking hands with them until nis own arm was tired, 
that their number was lessening, and that he should shortly 
disperse them by merely riding Uie troops about. It appeared, 
however, to the Magistrates, that their number was rather 
increasing than diminished, and that their conduct was tumul- 
tuous and violent, as they still continued to assail the house 
by throwing stones, and attempted to force their wav into the 
kitchen and other parts of the building ; and the Magistrates 
considered it necessary to have the people dispersed. Colonel 
Brereton was asked if he had any directions which prevented 
him from acting under the orders of the Magistrates? and 
answered that his orders were to be under their directions; 
upon which he was told that the Magistrates required him to 
clear the streets. The people were soon after driven from the 
Square, without any cut or wound being inflicted, and they 
retreated to the neighbouring streets, in one of which the 
soldiers of the 14th dragoons were exposed to great annoyance, 
by being pelted with stones, and being unable to follow the 
people with effect, as tiiey retreated across the Quay to the 
ships, the lamps having been put out, and it being quite dark. 



192 THB BEISTOL BIOTS. 

Upon one of the officers of the 14lh dngoom comiB^ in to 
complmio of this, and stating that the troops would be ittetessly 
sacniicedy and asking for permission to fire, one of the qpecial 
constables oflfered to ro with a party of 25 men, if they conld 
be supported by the soldiers, and dislodge them s bat this was 
given op npon Col. Brereton*s sngrating that, in his opinion, 
they would soon become quiet, and go to their homes, if they 
were left unmolested, anil saying he would be aaswernUe lor 
Ihepeaoe of the city, and would patrole it daring the night. 

Tne Blagistrates recommended the Sherifi to call out the 
civil power of the county, and requested Capt. Shute, of the 
Bedminster troop of North Somerset Yeomanry Cavalry, to 
collect as many of his troop as he could in resldincss by the 
next day. 

It appears that during the night there had been some further 
insult and violence towards the 14th dragoons at some distance 
from the Square, which in the result 1^ to a man being shot. 
Some few persons continued in the Seuare all night; early in 
Uie morning they began to collect rapinly , and by 7 oVlock there 
were many iiundreds assembled. Col. Brereton called at the 
Mansion house, and ordered home the few soldiers who remained 
there ; shortly after which, the people commenced another 
attack npon tne Mansion-house, and tore down the barricadoes 
which had been fixed during the night, and entered in ftill 
force into the house. The Atoyor and one of the Sheriffs with 
difficulty escaped over the roof, and got to the Guildhall. 
The troops were recalled, and the people again withdrew, but 
retained possession of the cellar, and drank the liquors. About 
half-past ten the 14th again returned to their quarters, being 
followed by the mob, and pelted with stones, which they return* 
ed bv firing several shots in College-green; notwithstanding 
which, the mob continued to pelt and insult them up to their 
very quarters. The Riot Act had been read three times by one 
of the Aldermen, who remained on the spot, and addressed the 
mob, and entreated them to return to their houses ; and soon 
afterwards the Alderman, in a conversation with Col. Brereton, 
requested the troops might fire % but the Colonel said that the 
troops would not and should not fire,— it would be of no avail, 
and Uie mob would be so infuriated that they might overcome 
the troops, and the city be given up to slaughter. The Colonel 
said itwonld be better to keep the mob in temper until the next 
morning, when a reinforcement of troops might be expected,. 
Upon tne arrival of the Mayor at the Uuildhall a notice was 
isBoed, apprising the citizens that the Riot Act had been read, 
as stated in the Appendix, No. 8, also a notice. Appendix 
No. 3, requesting a meeting of the citizens at the Gnilohall, to 
assist in restoring the peace of the city. The Mayor also gave 
notice that Sir Charles Wetherell had left the city, which cir- 
cumstance took place soon after the first attack upon the 
Mansion-house, Sir Charles having retired fr6m it to a house 
at some distance, and, by the advice of the Magistrates, 
withdrawn from the city. 
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About 11 o'clock iDleiligence was brought to the Guildhall 
that the mob were proceeding in considerable force to the City 
Bridewell, with the declared purpose of setting at liberty some 
prisoners who had been taken into custody, and committed 
thereto on the Saturday. At this time the Special Constables^ 
(t>eing principally tradesmen of the city), who had been on 
duty irom eignto^dock on the Saturday morning, had returned 
to their houses, and only a few of the citizens had answered the 
Mayor's request, by coming to the Guildhall, and those who 
did attend expressed their readiness to act if they were sup« 
ported by the troops, but at the same time their unwillingness 
to risk their lives unless they could be so supported. At this 
time Col. Brereton applied to the Magistrates for their autho- 
rity to send the two troops of the I4th dragoons out of town, 
stating that the mob were so exasperated with them, in conse- 
quence ot their having fired, that the lives of every man of 
tnem would be sacrificed if they remained. He was distinctly 
told by the Magistrates that tiiey could not authorise or consent 
to this, and that if he sent tkem away he must be personally 
responsible. He also stated that those troops, as well as the 
Sd dragoon guards, were harassed and iatigued, as well men as 
horses, and could not render any assistance, or take any duty, 
for some time. The Magistrates remonstrated witn him 
against this proposal, as the city would be left in a defenceless 
state; and as the Colonel still insisted on the absolute necessity 
of the measure, he requested the Magistrates to point out 
quarters for the men, at the distance of two or three miles from 
the city, which the Magistrates therefore did— informing him, 
at the same time, they could not relieve him of his responsibility 
in this respect, or be considered as sanctioning, in any manner, 
the proposed removal of the troops. He insisted also on the 
necessity of refreshing the 3d dragoon jguards, and it is believed 
ordered most of them to quarters for that purpose. In a short 
time after this (the mob having carried Bridewell by force, 
and liberated the prisoners, and set it on fire, and being about, 
as was alleged, to proceed to the City Gaol for the like puroose) 
several citizens havine by this time assembled at the Guildhall, 
in pursuance of the Mayor*s requisition, and being called upon 
to give their assisUnce, stated, in Colonel Brereton's presence, 
that they would not act unless supported by the military. 
Colonel Brereton was again peremptorily desired to call out 
the troops immediately, and again gave for an answer that he 
could not do it, as their lives would be sacrificed without beinr 
able to do any eood. The mob proceeded, as was expected, 
and succeeded m getting possession of that prison \ two of the 
Magistrates having sone down with such civil force as tbev 
could collect, were driven back ; the particulars of which, and 
the conduct of such of the troops as were brought out on that 
occasion, are detailed in the account furnished by the Sheriff^ 
in the statement which forms the Appendix, marked No. 4. 

It appears that, with reference to sending the 14th dragoons 
out or the city, the officers and men were very unwilling to 

O 
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go, Ihal they were by no means in a state which made ihem 
quite unfit for service, and were amicus to be actively employ- 
ed ; but Col. Brereton informed them that it was the order of the 
Magistrates they should go, and go they must. The mob having 
succeeded in liberating all the prisoners from the Gaol, pro- 
ceeded for the same purpose, and with the same object, to the 
prison of Lawford's Gate, situated in the county of Gloucester, 
but in the immediate vicinity of Bristol, where they effected 
the same work of demolition and liberation. The Msigistrates, 
by this time, had established themselves as well as they could 
iq the Council house, the SheriflFand a party of the citizens re- 
maining at the Guildhall, between both which places a consUnt 
communication was maintained, but no sufficient force either 
of Citizens or Special Cosstables could be obtained to enable 
the Magistrates to engage in further conflict, after the result of 
the endeavour to relieve the Gaol. About this time an attempt 
was made to set fire to the back of the Mansion-house, and 
there being six soldiers in the Square at the front, the cir- 
cumstance was communicated to them, with a request that they 
would show themselves at the back in order to prevent it, which 
they refused, alleging that their orders were confined to keeping 
the front of the Niausion-house clear. From Lawford's Gate the 
mob proceeded, in two divisions, to the Bisho^^s Palace; and 
the Mayor, with several persons who had been with him during 
the day, and followed by as many citizens as could be colJected, 
went down to the scene of action, having given orders for all 
the troops which could be brouglit out to be there. The first 
division of the mob liaving entered, were followed by many of the 
Special Constables and the soldiers, who formed inside the court, 
and it was hoped the ringleaders might be secured : but just as 
the citizens came in contact with them, the main body of the 
mob were heard advancing. The Mayor, and the few persons 
who were with him between the two bodies, with difficulty passed 
through them *, and the Constables, who had attempted to secure 
some of the mob, on looking to the place where the soldiers had 
been posted, in the hope of finding support, observed that the 
soldiers were gone, and finding themselves deserted, got away 
as they could, declaring that they would not again venture their 
live*. The Palace was immediately set on fire and consumed. 
This was followed by the firing of two complete sides of Queen- 
square, containing nearly forty houses, including the Mansion- 
house, the Custom-house, and the Excise-office. During all 
this time, it will be seen that the Magistrates were wholly with- 
out any sufficient means of protection or defence, the mob 
appearing to have had complete possession of the city. There 
was no interval during which the Mayor and Magistrates were 
not at their post, except for a short time after their being driven 
from the Bishop's Palace, and retiring to a private house in 
Berkeley-square, of which notice was almost immediately given 
to Colonel JBrereton, as stated in the Appendix, Nos. 5 and 6. 
About four o^clock, one of the Magistrates went to the quarters 
of the Srd dragoon guards, and stated to the officer in command 
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Hie situation of the Square, saying that the whole of it would be 
coQSunied unless military assistance was instantly afforded. He 
expressed his readiness to attend, but said be could only furnish 
24 men ; he mentioned that a letter had been received from the 
Mayor; this appeared to be the letter No. 6 in the Appendix. 
The officer, at the desire of the Magistrate, went with him to 
Col. Brereton's lodging, the door of the military office having 
been before tried in vain. The Colonel^ upon being called up, 
and the circumstance stated, said it was of no use to take out 
those jaded troops, — they could do no good, — what could they 
do against such a mob ? He was, however, strongly and repeat- 
edly urged, and consented to order out the troops : in about ten 
minutes they were out, and, on proceeding to the Square, found 
in PrinceVstreet a warehouse in flames ; and a mob of about six 
or seven hundred persons in front of it, which the troops dis- 
persed, by charging up the street. On arriving in the Square, 
the mob, consisting or about six hundred more, were just com- 
mencing an attack upon the first two houses on thethtrd side of 
the Square, two entire sides being in flames. The mob had 
entered the corner house with fire, and were battering the win- 
dows and door of the next to it. The troops formed m front of 
the two houses. The mob did not disperse, nut continued round 
the soldiers. The fire in the corner house was extinguished 
and cleared, and, from the arrival of troops in the Square, no 
attempt was made to attack or set fire to any house. 

About six o'clock the mob had separated into small parties of 
twenty or thirty, in different parts of the Square, which the 
soldiers were occasionally employed in dispersing. Upon one 
of those occasions a soldier was wounded by a shot fired by the 
roobi and, by a little activity on the part of the soldiers, the 
streets were ultimately cleared. In the mean time, having sent 
to Gloucester and other places for assistance, and the two troops 
of the I4th having been brought into the city from their country 
quarters, and Major Beckwith having arrived from Gloucester 
and taken the command of them, and receiving directions from 
the Magistrates to disperse the mob wherever they were found 
to be assembled in force, they were vigorously attacked. By 
these measures, and the arrival of a considerable number of 
troops of yeomanry from different parts of the country, the city 
was soon restored to a state of comparative peace ana security. 
I have laid before your Lordship, as simply and shortly as 
possible, an outline of the principal transactions which have 
taken place in this city, wishing to avoid comment or observa- 
tion upon them. I believe every fact detailed can be fully 
verified. If any part of the statement should appear to require 
explanation, I shall be most happy to afford it, as I also shall be 
to continue the detail at auy subsequent period. 

I have the honour to be,' my Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES PINNEY, Mayor. 
To the Right Honourable 
Lord F'iicount Melbourne^ B^c. Sge. • S 
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[The following are the Documents referred to in the Magistrates' 

Htatements, as the ''Appemdir.''] 

No. 1. 

CooadU House, Bristol, 27tb Octabtr, 1891. 

It befofp ipprebBodad, froni infonnstioo reeeivid throvich vsrioas cimoBeis, 
that ioiDtf iadlacrset persons may be iociincd to promole^riiags of irrtiatioa 
and eicilemeot on the arrival of the Recorder ia this city, tho Major and 
Aldermen most earnestly hope that all classes of their fellow-citiaens, however 
they may differ on political sobjeciSt will see the propriety of cordially co- 
operating to n>aiotain pence and good order; and that they will abstain from 
msnifestiog any dedamtion of their opinions on so solemn and important an 
occasion as the delivery of bis Majesty's Gaol» in cases affHning the lives of 
the persons to be tried for offences against the laws of their country. The 
Msgistrstes confidently trust that they may rely on the good sense and dis- 
cretion of the tnhsbitsnta noi to depart from that orderly conduct which has 
hitherto prevailed in the city; but should any disposition be shewn, tending 
to create disturbance, they feel It will become their imperative duty to use all 
lawful means for the spprc bending and bringing to poDisbment all pcrsoaa 
who may be found committing any breach of Che peace or other ilAegal act. 

Bf Order of the Mayor and Aldermen, 

LUDLOW, Town-CIerk. 



No. S. 

Cceificil-hoiMe, Bristol, Sunday, Oct. 50^ I851. 

The Riot Act hn been read three times. All persons tumultuously 
bling are guilty of eapi«al felony. 

By Order of THE MAYOR. 



No. 5. 

The Magistrates most earnestly intreat the assisianee of their fellow* 
citizens to restore the peace of the city, by assembling immediately ai the 
OuiMball. 

Guildhall, Sunday Morning, haif-past Ten o'clock. 



No. 4. 

The Sheriffs of Bristol having been called on by the Magittrates to report 
upon the circumstances of attack upon the Gaol, have insiuated an enquiry 
into those circumstances, and find that the Governor having received infor- 
mation on Sunday afternoon, about one o'clock, that the mob bed attacked 
Bridewell, immediaMly resorted to the Mansion-house, to inform the Magis- 
trates of the circumstances of the case, and to require assistsnce, when be 
f lund that the mob had obuined poswssion of the house, and that the 
Magistrates were gone up to the GuildhsU. On his arrival there, two of the 
Aldermen, Mr. Hilhoute, and Mr. Ssvage, offered tu accompany him bsck, 
snd, hsving collected about thirty of the Citizens and ConsUbles, they pro- 
ceeded to the Gsol, which Is a building surrounded \\j a wall of very con- 
siderable circumference, and although high, yet exposed to be scaled in every 
direciiuu. The party, on arrivsl, found upwards of fifteen thousand persons 
surrounding the Gsol, and in front of tbe (K>rtal or eotraoce^and, on coming 
round towards tbe portal, they were attacked by stones and missiles of every 
description) scfcral of the party sererely hurt; Mr. Little, the Under- 
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SberilTs partner, dangerousl j wounded with a sledge-bammer ; and the whole 
diviaion acatlerad ; and an entrance waa theraapeo effected at the portal, by 
the mob, who were pro?ided with tools they had obtained on their way to the 
Gaol, by breaking open an ironmonger and anchor -amith's shop. Tbat im- 
mediately after the mob entered, about twenty -four of the ffrd dragoon 
fpiards came towards the spot, at a slow pace, and, as the troops approached, 
the mob (led in all directions. The troops mo?ed to the front of the Gaol ; 
but, as they took no offensive measurea. the populace again drew near to it, 
there being then about one hundred persons of the mob within the walla. 

The Governor, who had taken shelter from the mob, at a honse immediately 
^ote tt> the Gaol wall, saw the Guards approach, and went towards them, 
when he saw them returning, without stopping at all, or interfering with the 
mob, the people cheering them, and some of the soldiery waTiag their glovca 
in return. The mob then obtained complete possession of the Gaol, liberated 
the priaoners, set fire to theGovernor's honse, which is consumed, and retained 
posseaaion of the Gaol until Monday morning* when the cavalry hsving dis- 
persed the people in the adjoining square, the possession of the building was 
recovered. Tbe Sheriflk have also to ivport that the damage done to the 
Gaol itself is inoensidenbie, with the exeeption of the destruction of the 
Govemor'a 



No. & 



The Mnyor of Bristol desires Colonel Brereton to consider himself fully 
authorised to take whatever aieps, and give whatever orders, he, aa the 
nailitary commander of the troops in this city, may think fit, to restore and 
preserve, as far aa possible, the public peace. The Riot Act has been read 
three times to-day. Col. Brereton will have the goodness to consider this 
order to apply not only to the troops at present under bis command, but to 
any which may subsequently arrive in this city. 

Mr. Daniel Pripp*s, No. 90, Berkeley-square, 
Sunday night, 18 o'clock, 90th October, 1651. 



The Mayor of Bristol begs to inform Col. Brereton that If be should have 
oeeasion for the orders of a Magistrate, either the Mayor or soaie other 
Magistrate will he foond at No. 90, Berkeley -square, Mr. Daniel Pripp's, 
tbe second house on the right hand on turning into the Square from Park- 
street. 

Berkeley-square, 12 o'clock, Sunday night. 

This communication is made to Col. Brereton, in consequence of Lieut. 
Macclesfield calling at the Council-house, and requesting to see a Magis- 
trate; Col. Brereton was gone out when a call was made at the Staff station 
to inform him as above. 



Na.6. 

Briatol, 9 o'clock, lilonday Morakig, Slat Oct. IS91. 

Sir,— *I direct you, fs commanding officer of his Mijesty's troops, to take 
the most vigorous, effective, and decisive means in your power to quell the 
cnaUog riot, and prevaat farther destruction of profNsrty. 

Iam,&c. CHARLES PINNEY. 

To Col. BaaanoM, or the Commanding Officer 
of his Miyesty's troops. 

Per Mr. Goldmbt, 

Mr. W. HAamis, Jun. 
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The Mayoi^s Report to the Commander in Chief. 

COUNCIL-HOUSE, 

Bristol, 4th November, 1831. 

My Lord,— I feel it my duty, as Mayor and Chief Magis- 
trate of the City of Bristol, to lay before your Lordship a 
statement of a few facts relating to the unhappy transactions 
which have lately taken place in this city. Three troops of 
cavalry had been, upon the application of the Magistrates, sent 
to the neighbourhood, before the S9th of October, in order to 
assist in maintaining the public peace, on the occasion of Sir C. 
Wetherell (as Recorder^ coming here to hold the Gaol Delivery 
on that day. The public entrj of Sir Charles into the city, the 
reading the €harter at the Guildhall, and Sir Charleses arrival 
at the Mansion-House, had been effected by about 12 o*clock 
without having had recourse to the troops i and Col. Qrereton, 
upon his application soon afterwards for orders, was told to keep 
them in readiness for immediate service when called upon, the 
mob which had accompanied Sir Charles having continued in 
front of the Mansion-house, and occasionally thrown stones at 
the windows, and having been in other respects noisy and violent. 
About ^ye o*clock, the Constables having gone to the assist- 
ance of a roan who was in>danger at the distance of a few doors, 
two of them being brourht in considerably wounded, and being 
ultimately driven into the Mansion-house, a violent attack was 
made by the mob upon the building ; the iron railing in front 
was torn up, the pannels of the doors were forced, and the 
windovr frames beaten in. The Constables being unable to 
maintain possession of the hall, in consequence of the brick-bats, 
stones, and pieces of timber by which it was raked, the mob 
effected an entrance, destroyed all the furniture in the rooms on 
the ground-floor, and, as it appears, had provided and placed a 
quantity of straw in one of the rooms. Three dispatches were 
sent for the troops, who arrived about 40 minutesatter they had 
been sent for, and relieved the persons in the Mansion-house 
from their critical situation. On the arrival of the troops the 
mob retired from the door, but continued to occupy the ground 
in front, in great numbers, at a very short distance ; and as soon 
as the troops had passed the street, the mob returned again close 
under the windows of the Mansion-house, but without renewing 
any attempt to force an entrance. Col. Brereton was directed 
by the Magistrates to clear the streets, disperse the mob, and 
preserve the peace of the city. The troops under his direction 
continued at a slow trot to march round the Square, in which 
^e Mansion-house is situated, and the communicating streets, 
ihe mob cheered the soldiers, and sung God save the King; 
ha^'^ *?P«»r8 that Col. Brereton addressed them, and shook 
♦hr«iT *"*°y of them. The mob continued at intervals to 
mrow stones at the windows of the Mansion-house in different 
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directions ) and, in a short time, two soldiers of the 14th 
dragoons were brought in wounded, one of them considerably. 
The Riot Act had been read at least two hours before ; and upon 
these acts of violence continuing, the Magistrates urged Uol. 
Brereton to proceed with more effect in getting peace restored. 
He dissuaded the Magistrates from directing a greater degree 
of force to be used, expressing his opinion that the mob appeared 
to be very good-humoured, and- that he hoped and expected 
very shortly to get them away. In consequence of the disin- 
clination he manifested, he was asked if he had any directions 
from your Lordship which prevented him from acting under the 
Magistrates' orders. To which he answered, my orders are to 
take the directions of the Magistrates. And, in reply to this, 
it was stated to him that the Magistrates' directions were to clear 
the streets, and to ^et the city mto a state of quiet. 

A charge in the mterior of the Square was made, which in a 
few minutes dispersed the mob, and they retreated to a place 
called the Quay, to which the soldiers followed them, and were 
assailed by stones ; they had before put out the lamps, and one 
of the cavalry officers came to the Magistrates to know i^ he 
might fire some rounds of cartridges down the street, as the 
moo, by retreating into ships, when driven by the cavalry to the 
brink of the Quay, preserved the means of annoyance, and 
rendered it impossihle for the cavalry to get at them. One of 
the special constables proposed, with five-and- twenty men, if 
supported by the soldiers, to go and clear the ships; but this 
was given up, as was any further use of active force, it appearing, 
upon Colonel Brere ton's statement, that they seemed to be 
peaceably inclined, and that he expected, if they were left to 
themselves, the city would be quiet. The military, therefore, 
continued merely to patrol the streets, and, with the exception 
of one short conflict, during which one of the rioters was shot 
by a soldier of the I4th, it is believed there was no disturbance 
until the morning. At day-break the people began again to 
assemble near the Mansion-house in considerable numbers. 
About 8 o'clock, and shortly after the soldiers were removed 
from the house, a violent attack with stones and iron bars was 
made upon the Mansion-house, which had been barricaded 
with planks during the night, and made as secure as circum- 
stances would permit; and the mob were upon the point of 
forcing an entrance, when I, with some others, left the house, 
by gomg over the roofs. The mob immediately afterwards 
entered and took possession. Some time before my leaving the 
bouse. Col. Brereton had withdrawn the troops, having men- 
tioned that the few troops there had no other effect than that of 
attracting the mob, without being able to render any service, 
and that they were much haraised, and must go to their quarters. 
Very soon after the troop had withdrawn, the mob entered into 
the Mansion-house, got possession of the cellars, and became 
intoxicated, and within 30 or 40 minutes after the troops had 
been sent to the stables, they were again called for, bat, except 
a small party of the 3rd dragoon guards, did not stay long, and 
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the mob having followed and pelted the Ulh, four or five shots 
were discharecSl upon them. Soon after this, 1 and severmi 
Mac'istrates being assembled at the Guildhall, Col. Brereton 
applied to us for our authority to withdraw the 14th from the 
ci^, statine that they were so much harassed, and had so much 
exasperated the feelings of the public, that they could not 
remain, except at the peril of their lives. Col. Brereton was 
told in answer, that the Magistrates not only could not 
authorise him to do so, but directed it not to be done, saying 
that the military had been sent down for the protection of the 
city, and that the persons and property of the inhabitants could 
not be protected without them. Col. Brereton stated that their 
staying would be utterly useless ; they were harassed and worm 
out, and wanted refreshment, and were altogether insufficient 
in their present condition, and that it wou^ be many hours 
before they would be fit for service a^in. He was told, if he 
sent them off it must be done upon his own re^onsibility, and 
that the Magistrates would not relieve him from it ; at the 
same time, upon his asking where it would be best for them to 
fo, it was stated that the Magistrates would not embarass him 
if they could not assist him, and, subject to his responsibility, 
recommended Brisling ton as the nearest quarters. 

Soon after this, information was brought that the mob was 
proceeding to Bridewell to release the prisoners, and several of 
the inhabitants having assembled at the Guildhall, in pursuance 
of a requisition of the Magistrates, they refused to act without 
the assistance of the troops. Col. Brereton was desired to bring 
the troops into immediate service, and some time afterwards 
was asked, before the citizens, if he had ordered out the 14th, 
as well the 3d dragoon guards? He sUted that he had not 
and could not do so; they would be useless, and it would 
endanger their lives. He was remonstrated with upon this, and 
told expressly that the Magistrates demanded and required 
fh P'^**^^^*'**"- 1 find that, upon his going to the quarters, 
•fi-* wid desiring them to go out of town, they were 

unwilling to do so, and expressed the utmost readiness to act, 
but that they were told by the Colonel that it was the Magis- 
•K* V?" ^''^er, and that they must go. 1 find also that the horses, at 




nI^IZ*^ I?® Mansion-house, (in the mean time the Gaols of 

and th^ « bridewell, and Lawford*s Gate having been fired, 

from ^e'^'^"^'^ discharged) the Magistrates had no assistance 

made to r"^^'**'^' *"*^' ** * believe, no effort whatever was 

Gaol whi»«''?*' anj— except that some soldiers marched to the 

been succLlr T^ ^"^ attacked, which might, 1 believe, have 

diately reti ^ ^' defended, if the troops had not almost imme- 

Bishop'g p /| *"~^i^<^ except also that a few troops went to the 

*^ when the^r^* ^^ "^'^ ^^^ Constables, and withdrew from 

Constables came in contact with the mob— and 
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also except about six or eight men who patrolled near the 
MaDsion-bouse. Having gone to the Bishop's Palace upon the 
first alarm, with several of the Special Constables* and they 
having been, as I have understood, in contact with the mob, 
and having been disappointed by the retirement of the troops, 
just about the time when a fresh body of the mob were coming 
up, I went to the house of a friend in the neighbourhood, from 
which, in the course of the night (first at 12, and afterwards at 
three o'clock in the morning)! sent urgent requisitions to Col. 
Brereton for assistance ; not only the Mansion-house and 
Custom-house were burning, but other houses had been set on 
fire, and by the time the troops were taken down to the spot, 
through the personal application of a Magistrate, two sides of 
the Square, consisting of nearly forty houses, were burning \ 
but, upon their coming down, the mob desisted from further 
attempts. 

On the Monday, Major Beck with, of the 14tii, came from 
Gloucester, and, tiie division of the l4th bavin? been brouj^t 
back, took the command of the cavalry, and, uader the sanction 
of the Magistrates, charged the mob wherever they were assem- 
bled in bodies, speedily dispersed them, and in a great measure, 
restored peace and security to the city. 

I have considered it proper, with the concurrence of my 
brother Magistrates, to submit this statement to your consider- 
tion, not intending to make any charge or insinuation against 
any body, but thinking it proper that the causes of such an awful 
calamity as the city has experienced should be enquired into. 

I have every reason to believe that the conduct of the soldiers 
and their officers was entitled to your Lordship's approbation ; 
but I doubt very much whether the military assistance afforded 
to us by his Majesty *s Government was employed as it might 
have been, and as the pressing exigency of the case required. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's very obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES PINNEY, 
To ike Rigki Honourable Mayor. 

Lord BUly i^c. flfc. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.— December 6. 1831. 
Sir Charles WetherelVs Statement. 

[The speech of Sir Charles Wetherell, io the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday, is of such peculiar importance as regards the 
late disturbances in Bristol, «-h is defence so complete,— and 
his exposure of the falsehoods unblushingly put forth by the 
Radical Press so unanswerable,«-that we are induced to give it 
a prominent place in our columns.] — Felix Farley. 

Sir C. Wetherell said there was one passage in his Majesty's 
speech which referred to a subject on which he felt a great 
anxiety to express himself; and 4ie bad no doubt that the hoose 
on all sides would honour him with its attention. (Hear^ hear.) 
His anxiety arose from several considerations: first, from a 
consideration of the duty which he owed to the public ; 2ndly, 
from a consideration of the duty which he owed to the laws; 
and, lastlv, from a consideration of the duty which he owed 
to himself. He alluded to that part of the King*s speech in 
which reference was made to the late calamitous occurrences 
at Bristol. (Hear,) For reasons which were perfectly obvi- 
ous, the speech omitted to zo into the history of those disastrous 
occurrences. Indeed, as the inquiries into the circumstances 
out of which they arose were at that moment in progress, until 
they should have been concluded it would have been highly 
improper to go into a detail of facts the true nature and extent 
of which had not yet been clearly ascertained. He had been 
charged by the Press in most parts of Great Britain and Ireland 
with oeinzdirectly the author of all the disasters that had befallen 
Bristol, ^ut if the smallest part of those calamities were really 
attributable to him, he would be content to retire iu shame from 
that hon. house, and to hide his diminished head in the obscu- 
rity to which public indignation and contempt mieht justly 
drive him. (Loud eheer$ ) But yet that charge had been re- 
iterated from time to time by all the Press of London, and 
especially by those writers who avowed that they had communi- 
cations with the existing Government — who asserted from time to 
time intelligence was communicated to them by the members of 
the Government, and who had, at all events, given information to 
the public which they could get only from the Government.— 
(Hear^ hear,) Now, it was not to be inferred that he found 
fault with the Government for so communicating with the 
Press. But in all those Journals the charge had been made 
against him that he went down to Bristol, m the exercise of 
his functions as a Judge under his Majesty's Commission, 
contrary to the remonstrances of the Government, and of the 
Magistrates of that town — that his doing so was the effect of 
indiscretion, obstinacy, foolhardiness, and a wish to stimulate 
the people to acts of violence : in short, that his conduct was 
influenced by every unworthy motive, which the remonstrances 
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"wbich were made to him could not restrain. Now, he would 
say plainly, that that statement was in every part of it* false, 
base, and scandalous. (Httar, hear, hear.) If he were to go 
over and comment upon every species of calumny with which 
he had been assailed, it would be necessary for him to occupy 
the house — he would not say four-and-twenty hours, but four- 
and-twenty days. (A laugh,) But wheu newspapers, which 
'were in communication with the Government, made those 
attacks upon him and represented him as the author of the 
calamities at Bristol, he was compelled to assert, that some 
members of the Press were become tyrannical, base, and slan- 
derous — (hear) — for many of those who made such assertions 
respecting him, knew well that they were false. (Hear, hear,) 
How stood the case ? A gentleman, connected with the office 
of Recorder of Bristol, called dtk him in the ordinary discharge 
of his duty, some time previous to the period fixed for the eaol 
delivery in that city, and he informed him that he did not think 
it safe for the Recorder to enter Bristol in the usual manner 
to perform his duty on the occasion then approaching, without 
the protection of a stronger force than the civil authorities 
had at their disposal. In consequence of the information he 
had thus received, he consulted with the Magistracy, and he 
found them to be of opinion that the constabulary force which 
they could obtain would not be sufficient to prevent riot ; and 
it was accordingly decided that a deputation should wait upon 
the noble lord (the Secretary for the Home Department.) to 
represent to him the necessity for a military force. It might be 
asked why did not he (Sir C. Wetherelh attend with that depu- 
tation ? His reason was this, that if the noble lord and the 
deputation should have occasion to enter into any discussion 
relating to him, he might furnish them by his absence an ample 
opportunity to do so. (Hear, hear,) Those gentlemen were 
then informed by the noble viscount, that military assistance 
should be furnished to the Magistrates, and a request was made 
that he should attend with the deputation at another interview. 
In two days afterwards, he believed, he did so. Here, then, 
was one instance in which it was communicated to the Govern- 
ment that military assistance was necessary for the protection 
of the Judge in the exercise of his duty. Word was then sent 
down to the authorities at Bristol, that every thing should go 
on as usual. Honourable gentlemen opposite were aware of 
the truth of his statement, and he was sure that it would be 
confirmed by the members of his Majesty's Government. 
(Hear, hear, hear,) Now if they saw that military assistance 
was necessary to preserve peace at the entry of the Judge, and 
that that was a sufficient reason for the suspension of the general 

f&ol delivery, surely they would have stated that, either at the 
rst interview with the deputation, or at that which he (Sir C. 
Wetherell) was present. For his part he did nothing more 
than send down word, as had been agreed upon, that every 
thing should go on as usual. (Hear.) He trusted that the house 
was now satisfied that he had given a full and flat contradict 
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iion to the ^oss calumny which had been kept up in the 
London newspapers for nearly a fortnight, and from theace was 
poured through the arteries of the press into every part of the 
country, and was conveyed back through the veins, having 
undergone the usual alterations in its course. (Laugkier ) 
With whatever glory the slander might apnear in the TifneM of 
the morning, additional brightness was shed upon it by The Stm 
in the afternoon— (.i /oiigA)— and the Courier at length took it 
off to Paris— (LaugAt^r) — neglecting nothing by the way that 
could make it more astringent, acrimonious, and offensive. 
(Hear.) Well, the French papers assured the public that his 
(Sir C. W.*s) conduct was greatly condemned indeed bv the 
coteW^f— that was the word— (^ laiigA)^>but he did not know 
whether they meant the coteries of La rue des Tuilleries, or 
those of La rue de la Paix. (A Utugh.) He only knew that 
the conduct of the humble individual then before the house 
was most unsparingly assailed on all sides. He need not tell 
the house that the press of Ireland kept pace with thai of 
England, and attacked him with no less vebemeace and injoatice. 
All this might seem more than a man ought to endure without 
repelling it, nor would he have borne with it, but that he 
should have been unworthy of his station as a Judge — he 
should have degraded himself as a gentleman — (£fear>— he 
should have forgotten his dignity as a member of the English 
Parliament— if he had surrendered his right of opposing the 
Reform Bill, and of slating to that house, and to the country, 
fully and fearlessly, the grounds of his opposition. (CkeerM.) 
He would not consent to surrender any of tnose rights, by en- 
tering into a controversy with the newspapers for the purpose <of 
refating the slanders of his numberless assailants. Indeed, to 
do so it would have been necessary to write letters to every 
editor in England, informing him that he had been altogether 
misinformed as to his (Sir Charles Wethereirs) conduct, (ji 
luMgk.) That course he would not consent to take, but he did 
hope the time would come when, in that house, he should have 
an opportunity^ of explaining himself, and of showing to the 
nation that which every candid man connected with the Govern- 
ment must acknowledge to have been the trne nature of the 
occurrences, Again, it had been said that a deputation from 
the Magistrates of Bristol waited upon him in London, to 
dissuade him from going down, and that, subsequently, 
another deputation met him at Bath, for the same purpose. 
But that was not the truth. He had already explained the 
nature of the communication which he had bad with the depu- 
tation to London, and the gentlemen who waited upon him in 
Bath did so for the purpose of communicating to him the very 
judicious arrangements which had been made for the purpose of 
protecting the procession. It was determined, and, as he 
thought, very properly, that the military, which the Govern- 
ment had placed at the disposal of the Magistrates, should not 
be displaved parading the streets, as forming part of the pro- 
cession, but that they should he kept under cover; and, in 
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fact, if it were not for the Political Union, it would not have 
been generally known in the city that there was any apprehen- 
sion of military assistance being likely to be required. It was 
thought right to avoid the excitement which that might have 
occasioned. But he would not go into a detail, which had, very 
oroperly, as he thought, been abstained from in the speech. 
It was not true that he disappeared from Bristol as had been 
said*^^ laugh) — until after the bed of the Chief Magistrate 
had been taken off the bedstead, and put in the window of 
the Mansion-house, to make a barricade. Then he certainly 
did think that the presence of the Judge was no longer neces- 
sary. {HeaTy hear,) The gaol delivery was terminated, and 
at six or seven o*clock in the evening of the Saturday he left 
the town, so that every thing which occurred on the Sunday 
and Monday took place without his knowledge. He thought 
that he had now said enough to exculpate himself in the eyes of 
the house. {Hear.) If he had not done so, he mieht appeal to 
the liberality — might invoke the spirit — might challenge the 
courage of any roan in that part of the house, and he mignt ask 
him with respect, would he stand up in his place, and tell 
him (Sir Charles Wetherell) what course, in the same cir- 
cumstances, he would have pursued ? (Hear, hear^ hear.)^~ 
No, he knew he should not be so answered in that house. He 
knew that no man there could go within a hundred leagues of 
telling him what imputations, what sneers, what insults, what 
terms, inconsistent with the respect due to a gentleman and a 
member of the House of Commons, would have been poured 
upon him by the many-tongued, manj-fanged, foul-mouthed, 
venomous Press of England. Would it not have been said that 
he had basely and falsely declined to attend to his duty through 
a feigned apprehension of tumults which no one else had ever 
dreamt of ? Would it not have been said that he was a false and 
deceitful Anti-Reformer—- that he had invented the tale of pro- 
jected riots, and that, with the cowardice which is the constant 
companion of falsehood, he shrank from encountering the danger 
which his own invention alone had created ? (Cheers.) The 
nevrspapers to which he alluded had not even jet exhausted their 
calumnies, and had not ceased to throw out imputations, base, 
false, and unjust, respecting the disasters of which they stig- 
matised him as the author, and the reasons for which his name 
had been omitted in the commission appointed to try the rioters. 
The hon. gentleman opposite, who seconded the address, made 
some allusions to those matters, and he (Sir C. W.) wished to 
make one or two observations in reply. That gentleman as- 
serted that the transactions at Bristol had not grown out of the 
reform question, or, in other words, that the delinquents were 
not reformers, but strangers to the city, and outcasts* who were 
ever ready to take part in riot, and to seize opportunities of 
pillage. It was extremely difficult to show what part of the 
motives which actuated the rioters was love of reform, and what 
part originated in other feelings. In one thing, however, he 
agreed with the hon. gentleman, that no respectable citizens of 
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Bristol took part in the tumults. But he would neither affirm 
nor deny that reform was one of the causes. He had a paper 
before him, to which he would call the attention of the house, 
not only as related to Bristol, but as to the proceeding of the 
Political Unions throughout the kinedoro. In that document 
the Bristol Political Union assumed the power of deposing 
the Magistrates and the Recorder of that city. It be^an bj 
expressmg the surprise of the Union that the Magistrates 
should have called in the troops to protect the entry of Sir 
Charles Wetherell into the town $ and then it went on to say, 
that if the Magistrates felt themselves unable to preserve the 
peace of the city, they ought to retire from their office and 
allow Magistrates to be e^cted by the votes of the citizens. 
Thus the Union first created the disturbance, and then told 
the Magistrates, that if they could not put it down, they 
must resign, forsooth. (•# laugh.) Then they proceed to saj, 
that men clothed in the robes of the Magistracy ought not 
to be politicians. Well, certainly that was rather a strange 
doctrine. He wondered what my Lord Brougham and Yaux 
would think of it, for, of course, it must be taken to apply to 
him. {Laughter.) But for his part, he (Sir C. Wetherell) 
saw no reason why a roan should be precluded from forming 
opinions on great questions concerning the interests and hap- 
piness of his country, because he was entrusted with the admi- 
nistration of its laws. (Cheert.) There was nothing incompatible 
or inconsistent in the two characters of Judge and politician. 
(Hear, hear .) But the Union thought otherwise, ana " recom- 
mended Sir Charles Wetherell to retire from the office of 
Recorder — (A laugh)^as the best means of preventing riot, 
and, perhaps, bloodshed.'* So then, all they asked was merely 
that he should retire, that the Corporation should lay down iu 
privileges, and allow them (the Union) to elect a Recorder 
and Magistrates. {Laughter.) He could not say how they 
meant to regulate the franchise — whether it was to be universal 
suffrage or limited to the ten-pound householders. But they 
gave tne Magistrates this election, that if they were not able to 
put down the tumults without the aid of the military, then 
every crime that should be committed should be attributed to 
the Corporation, and its charter must be resigned. They con- 
cluded their address by ** exhorting the people in the mean time 
to keep the peace, as the only means of obtaining the rights 
which they were seeking." Havinjg deposed the Magistrates, 
and having talked about riots and buiodshed as the consequences 
of the Corporation not pursuing the line of conduct which they 
pointed out, then they concluded, like the authors of most docu- 
ments of that kind, exhorting the people to peace. He would 
repeat, that he could not undertake to say what share in the 
motives of the rioters was to be attributed to reform $ but he 
could not but think that they who put forth that paper on the 
morning of the day on which the tumults commenced, were 
much more the authors of those disorders than was the indivi- 
dual to whom the whole had been ascribed. (Hear.) As to 
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the CommissioQ which was about to be seat down, he would 
only say, that if the word promptitude, which the honourable 
gentleman opposite had used in his speech had occurred in the 
address, he (Sir C. Wetherell) would certainly have moved an 
amendment — a course which he would b« by no means willing 
to follow. In that case he should have been compelled to refer 
to what occurred some time ago at Nottingham, when (as he 
had on a former occasion shown the house^ the castle of a noble 
duke was attacked because he was an Anti-Reformer. He had 
then taken the liberty of stating, that if once it was allowed 
that vengeance should be wreaked upon any man for his 
political opinions, there would be no safety for the person or 
property of any man ; and the partition wall which divided the 
castle of the Duke of Newcastle from the mansion of any 
reformer was too thin to prevent the conflagration from devas- 
tating the latter. (Cheert ) What had actually occurred since ? 
Why the custom-house of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a 
reformer, had been burnt to the ground. (A iaugh.) When dis- 
turbances and tumults have once arisen, they frequently 
assume, in their progress, a new character wholly unconnected 
with the causes which, in the first instance produced them. 
(Hear^ hear,) When, therefore, a castle was burnt down by a 
riotous mob, solely because its owner held obnoxious opinions, 
he (Sir C. Wetherell) exhorted the government to send down a 
Special Commission. But there was no promptitude then. 
(Cheer:) Neither did he see any signs of promptitude at pre- 
sent. Speaking on the subject of the Commission, he must 
say that he did not knaw on what grounds the Mayor and the 
Recorder had been passed over. He had put in his claim to be 
named on the Commission. He had a right to be placed upon 
it, and he had sent a written communication to that effect to 
the Secretary of State and the Lord Chancellor. It was cer- 
tainly that species of right which might be superseded by 
expediency. But in this case, what was the expediency ? Was 
it not indirectly imputin? to him that this was a case in which 

Sersonal feelings might interfere with the just and impartial 
ischarge of his duties as a Judge ? That was a stigma which 
he was honestly desirous to avoid, and he therefore claimed his 
right to be nominated in the Commission — {Cheers) — and he 
made the same claim on the part of the Corporation, and of 
the Aldermen who constituted the Court sitting at the gaol 
delivery. (Hear,) He would not charge the Government with 
intending to do any thing personally offensive to him, if he 
could not prove it, nor would he charge them with degrading 
the Corporation, if he had no reason to believe they did so. 
He thought, however, that they had committed a great error 
in not putting in the Commission every name that was in the 
Commission of the General Gaol Delivery. For now it would 
be said, that they gave way to the Union. (Hear,) It was 
true, they had given way to another Union, and they corres- 
ponded with another. (Cheers,) He would, while upon this 
subject, notice a matter which had been made a prominent topic 
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in the speech from the throne— it was that a new municipal 
force would be required for the preservation of peace in this 
country. The plan was not very clearly traced out; something 
was indicated, but nothing very definitive was stated ; and, at 
all events, it was to be noped that nothing special against 
Bristol was in the contemplation of his Majesty's Govemment. 
(ffear, hear,) Sir Charles concluded by saying, he bopctd he 
stood before the house, with regard to his moral conduct, as 
completely acquitted as be felt entitled to be-i-4S, indeed, he bad 
been by all on one side, and as be expected to be by many on 
the other. 



[From FeUx FarleyU Brittol Journal^ Dee, 10, 1831.] 

Sir Charles Wbtherbll. — The following is the justification 
of the visit of Sir Charles to hold the Graol Delivery ia this city 
in October last, pronounced in the House of Commons by tbe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Surely after this we shall bear no 
more from the Reformers that Sir Charles came bere 
unadvisedly, or without the full sanction of bis Majesty's 
Government :— 

'* The hon. and learned gentleman (Sir C. Wetherell) had 
made some remarks for the purpose of exculpating himself from 
certain accusations which had been made against him, and he 
(Lord Althorp] was ready to confirm all that part of the state- 
ment of the non. and learned gentleman ia which he denied 
that the Government had remonstrated against his going to 
Bristol. {Hear, hear.) The Government had done no such 
thing, and if it had done 80 ii would have acted most improperly. 
The Government knew that the hon. and learned gentleman 
being^ Recorder of Bristol, the Sessions could not legalJy be 
held in the city without his presence. It was tbe duty of the 
hon. and learned gentleman to attend at those sessions, and it 
was the duty of Government to protect him in doing so. 
{Hear.) That duty he would contend the Government had 
pei formed, but, for reasons already stated, he would not then 
go into that part of the question. Thb Learned GsicTLBMAif 
WAS thereporb quite acquitted of having gone to Bristol 

IN SPITE of the remonstrances OF THE GOVERNMENT, AND HE 
HAD ONLY DONE HIS DUTY IN ATTENDING AT THAT CITT AS HE 
HAD DONE." 
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[The o1»jcct of the following Narrative is evidently to praise 
the exertions of the military, to whom (with one exception 
at least) the citizens of Bristol arc deeply indebted. Tho 
writer has, however, inflicted the lash of his censure on some 
narties with more severity than truth. Nevcrlhcless the 
Narrative is highly interesting, and will deservedly take its 
plice among the records of the memorable *' Three Days."] 
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Whenever and however the armed force of the country may 
be actively employed, it is our special province to record the 
nature and results of their services. The recent lliots at 
Bristol, contemptible in their origin, but formidable in their 
unchecked growth, having been finally put down by military 
force, it beooves us to describe the proceedings of the troops 
employed, and the circumstances which called them into action. 
We shall speali only upon the testimony of eye witnesses, 
confining ourselves to facts, and discarding other partizanship, 
save the advocacy of truth and duty, whether public or profes- 
sional. The session of ^aol delivery having arrived, the Re- 
corder of Bristol, Sir CnarlesWetherell, proceeded to that city, 
with the full concurrence of Ills Majesty *s Government, to dis- 
charge his important and imperative duties. We need not 
describe the political opinions of Sir Charles Wethercll, nor 
point out to unprejudiced persons, how distinct, under a Consti- 
tution like the British, are the viewB of the senator in debate 
and the decisions of the Judge upoM the judgment-seat. The 
Recorder of Bristol attempted to fulfil, thou?h, it appears, at 
the hazard of his life, a public duty, to have shrunk from which, 
under the peculiar circumstances, would have exposed him, 
and with justice, to charges which no public functionary or 
man of spirit would deliberately incur. His advent, however, 
was maae a pretext for outrages of the most wanton and 
atrocious character. It is a lamentable omen of degenerate 
feeling in a free people, when a manly independence ofopinion 
and bearing subjects individuals to personal violence, or even 
martyrdom ; while the basest sycophancy and abnegation of 
principle are recognized as legitimate claims to the honours of 
a rank popularity. 

The arrival of Sir Charles Wetherell at Bristol, on Saturday, 
the 29th October, was the signal for riot and pillage. Scenes 
ensued, and continued for three days, which will remain infa- 
mously memorahle as regards the city of Bristol, its magistrates, 
and inhabitants ; while ihe part performed by the handful of 
troops employed oo this deplorable occasion, gives the army an 
additional title to the confidence and gratitude of the country. 
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The city of Bristol is one of the most defensible in the 
doro, being intersected and in parts almost insulated by « deep 
and muddy river, crossed by several drawbridges, while the 
ground gradually rises from the right, or northern channel, 
with open spaces on the most central and commanding points. 
These last-named localities, though ofifering little obstruction 
to the operations of cavalry, were, br some unaccountable 
infatuation, suffered to remain for three days the prnictpal scenes 
of riot and destruction* The troops present in the vicinity of 
Bristol on the 89th of October, were a squadron of the 14tli 
light dragoons, commanded by Capt. Gage, and Capt. War- 
rington's troop of the 3rd dragoon guards. The superior 
command devolved on Lieut-Colonel Brereton, Inspecting 
Field-Officer of the district, as senior officer on the spoU The 
force prepared to meet a danger, of which early and sufficient 
notice had been given by the local authorities, was numerically 
inadequate to the occasion ; yet did the small band in question 
prove fully equal to the emergency, although paralysed for a 
time by causes independent of their own efficiency and spirit. 
From the beginning to the end of these Riots, there was not a 
single moment at which the dragoons, while suffered to retain 
their ground, were not both fit and ready to act, if directed to 
do so, with prompt and decisive effect. It is evident from the 
result, that a moderate display of vigour and decision in the 
first instance^ might have arrested the progress of these destruc- 
tive and disgraceful riots— nor is there any inference more 
clearly established by experience than that the **soothing 
system^* but adds fuel to the course of lawless outrage. The 
most painful, invidious, and difficult position in which an officer 
can be placed, is that which involves duties similar to those 
imposea on the troops at Bristol. Here, however, his path was 

Eointed out b^ the law itself, whose sword was put into his 
ands. The first duty of an officer is certainly the care of the 
soldiers committed to his charge — ^a duty which by no means 
embraces a tender regard for the passions and persons of rebels 
and robbers, seeking to destroy or disable those very soldiers— 
the former outraging the laws, the latter upholding them. 
How then are we to estimate the judgment, the patriotism, ^or 
esprit de corps of an officer, who, justified at all points, even on 
the score of humanity, acting with energy, and appealed to by 
every motive most coe^ent with a manly mind, yet chooses to 
decline the coercion of outlaws, whom to attack was to defeat, 
to spare but to encourage % who turns the tables upon his own 
men, summoned to protect an assaulted city ; and who, by this 
act, and others equally considerate, virtually incapacitates the 
troops from effecting the sole object of their presence, and 
renders them the butt of savag>3 triumph and murderous ferocity! 
If we combine the excesses on the one side and the deficiencies 
on the other, which marked this audacious tumult, it will be 
difficult to find its parallel in history. It furnishes, however, 
a pregnant lesson at the present crisis. It has developed the 
actual views and dispositions of the populace, whom libera] 
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sycophants style *^ the People." It has displayed in their 
nstoral colours the debasing selfishness, the sheer poltroonery of 
those who, affectine the language of the patriot, but shrinking 
from the duties of the citixen, coolly contemplate the progress 
of pillage and conflagration, till the destroyer knocks at their 
own doors—who spurn the contamination of a jndee, recusant 
of their political creed, but crouch with a servile fear heneath 
the brand and the bludgeon of excarcerated felons— who cry 
aloud and lament them at the decay of independence and the 

Sowth of slavery — yet prostrate themselves, their families, and 
eir possessions, at the first summons, before the Fiend of 
Anarcnyl Finally, it has taught, in lej^ible characters, the 
value of the array, by which the peace of the country is actually 
preserved ; and has dissolved by tne practical test of experience, 
that most mischievous of bugbears, the physical-force delusion; 
teaching, by facts, the utter futility of the demagogue's doc- 
trine, and proving to demonstration the immeasurable supe- 
riority and devoted spirit of the troops. Woe to the traitors 
who would still doubt their loyalty and brave their power I 

The immediate oricin of these riots is well known : the miJi- 
tary details which follow are derived from unquestionable 
sources. In stating facts, we are compelled, in justice to the 
troops, to draw inferences, which, whether fiivourable or not 
to the commander, are clear and not to be evaded. It is far, 
however, from our purpose to prejudice the case of Colonel 
Brereton— now submitted to a Court of Enquiry; while, on 
the other hand, oar information, and it is accurate, allows us no 
grounds for acquitting him of the mismanagement of the troops 
placed under his orders. With his private motives or opinions 
we have no concern. In order, however, to deal even-handed 
justice as for as our present means permit, as well as to embrace 
the whole subject, we shall give the Narrative of M^jor Mack- 
worth, which in some points is favourable to Col. Brereton, 
together with the statement addressed by the Mayor of Bristol 
to Lord Hill, which is throughout crimmatory of that officer. 

On Saturday the !S9th, when the riots were considered serious, 
a squadron of the 14th had been the greater part of the day in 
the New Market, where Col. Brereton, at nve o^clock in the 
evening, came to them, and having desired one troop to go to 
their quarters to feed, he directeu the other, commanded by 
Capt. Gage, and a troop of the 3d dragoon guards, to follow 
him to Queen-square, wbere on their arrival they found a large 
mob assembled and attacking the Mansion-houjM, the whole of 
the windows of which they had broken. Some of the rabble 
addressed the Colonel, but what they said was not heard ; the 
Colonel then took off his hat and cheeredi as also, from a sense 
of military etiquette, did the officer in command of the 3d and 
some of the men ; but which condescending example was not 
followed by the 14th. Upon Capt. Gage applying to Colonel 
Brereton for orders, he was told to move his men about, and 
by kind words endeavour to disperse the rioters, but without 
drawing fwordt I This recommendation had reference to an 

p2 
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unlawful assembkige, actually engaged in the destruction •f 

Eroperty and an attempt on the lives of the public authorilMS. 
>urin|r this inanceuvre the Colonel frequentlv talked te the 
mob and cheered wiih them ! The outrages and violence of the 
rioters encreasing from impunity^ about eleven o^clock the 
Colonel ordered Captain Gage to clear the streets, bat not to 
hurt the people 1 

From that time, until ten o'clock on Sunday morning, the 
streets were patrolled by only a fevr detached parlies, which 
were then called in, and the whole troop was ordered to Queen- 
square. On their arriyal the mob commenced hooting aad 
pelting the t4th, calling out to Colonel Brereton to send awar 
the Btoodff Blue$^ as they termed the I4th. The Colonel, with 
the same deference to the desires of the sovereign people which 
he had so strongly evinced from the commencement, desired the 
officer of the 14lh to retire to their billets, but the attempt to 
obey only encouraged the insolence of the mob, who attacked 
and pressed on with such audacity that the troop were obliged 
to cliargc in their own defence, and uUimately to use their 
pistols to prevent being torn from their horses. Upon arriving 
at their billets, Colonel Brereton ordered Capt. Gage to march 
the whole squadron out of the city, as the mob had swora to 
come down and murder every man : — (Did it follow that they 
could?) — but as the officer did not hurry himself in going, the 
order was repeated with great impatience, and upon being 
asked by the officer where he was to go» the answer was, where 
you p/^a»«-^only get away as fast as vou can. The squadron 
then marched to Keyuoham, five miles distant, leaving the 
town and the lives and property of the inhabitants at the mercy 
of an infuriate mob. 

On Monday morning, fortunately for the devoted city. Major 
Mack worth, who had exerted himself very zealously upon this 
occasion, rode with all speed to Keynsham, and oraered back 
the squadron of the 14th. About eight o^dock they return^, 
accordingly, to Queea-snnare, and after remaining there for 
some time, they were oraered to their billets to feed. 

A requisition from the Mayor of Bristol for an additional 
force ct the 14th dragoons having reached Gloucester at two 
o^clock on the morning of Monday the 3 1st October, Capt. 
Congreve*s troop was ordered to march immediately to Bristol, 
whither Major Beckwtth, with the Adjutant, proceeded in a 
post-chaise without delay, arriving at the Council-house at 
seven o'clock, a.v. In ^eply to Major Beckwith*s inquiries, 
the Mayor and Magistrates could only inform him that the 
squadron of his regiment had beeu sent out of the town, but 
they knew not where-^that it was ordered to return^ but they 
knew not when— and referred him to Colonel Brereton. 

The Magistrates farther stated, that the city was under the 
complete dominion of the mob, and that they retained no 
authority whatever. Major Beck with then urged that one or 
more Magistrates should accompany him on horseback, and 
pledged himself speedily to restore order. This proposition 



APPENDIX. iU 

Ihej all rcpcateilly refused, upon the plea that it would make 
them unpopular, mud expose their properly to deslrHCtion. 
fhu^left to himself, Maior Beckwith demanded and received 
a written authority U> take whatever measures he might judge 
ueccssarj for the restoration of order. The Magistrates added, 
Utat the iliot Act had been repeatedly read. Major Beckwith 
and the Adjutant then proceeded to inspect the state of the 
city, and ascertain if any obstacles had been prepared ^o impede 
the troops. In Queen-square they found a party of the Srd 
dragoon guards ; and shortly after Colonel Brercton came up. 
Much tritting on the part of the latter followed— the details of 
which we withhold, as we do many other particular? not neces- 
sary to our purpose, and of which cognisance will doubtless 
be taken elsewhere. 

On the arrival of the squadron from Keynsham, Major 
Beckwith assumed the command. It was dismounted and placed 
in the yard of Fisher^s livery -stables ; where it had scarcely 
remained a auarter of an hour, when it was reported to Major 
Beckwith, that the mob was plundering the 'Bishop's Palace. 
The squadron was instantly ordered to mount, and, in its pro- 
gress towards the remains of the palace, was furiously assailed 
with bottles, stones, and other missiles. The order to disperse 
the mob in that part of the town was immediately given, and 
as promptly executed. Scarcely was this accomplished, when, 
bearing that the rioters were still plundering in Queen-square, 
and about to set fire to other houses, Mi^or Beckwith oro- 
cecded thither with his squadron at a rapid pace, and finning 
the mob in the act of pillage, and being agam attacked with 
the same missiles, the order to disperse them was repeated, and 
as completely effected ns upon the previous occasion. The 
squadron then proceeded along the quays and principal streets, 
dispersing every lawless assemhlage it met with. These vigor- 
ous measures quickly restored tranquillity to the city, and 
saved it from ruin. During these operations the conduct of the 
14th was admirable—- and Major Beckwith, on reporting his 
proceedings to the Magistrates, received their unanimous 
approbation. 
Karlier on Monday morning the troop of the Srd dragoon 

guards, directed by Major Mackwortb, in the presence of Col. 
(rereton, had charged and dispersed the mob in Qoeen-square. 
A soldier of this small party, which behaved with great spirit 
when let loose, was wounded by a gun-shot discharged by the 
rioters. 

The 14th having be#a again placed in Fisher's livery-yard, 
patroles were detached in everv direction to sconr the vicinity 
of the city. One of these, bavin? returned about three o'clock, 
repgrted that the rabble driven trom the town by the cavalry, 
were robbing the people and plundering the houses on tho Bath 
road. The men were immediately mounted, and Capt. Con- 
greve*s troop, which had now arrived, having been left, with 
the troop of the Srd dragoon guards, dismounted on the Bridge, 
the remaining squadron proceeded at a quick pace on the Bath 
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road. It came up with the rioters about four miles fronr 
Bristol, instantly dispersed them— capturing some, who were 
lodged in the Council-house. By this movement tranquillity 
was restored to the neighbourhood, as it had previonslj, bj 
similar means, been secured to the city ; which, it will be seeo, 
is, and avows itself to be, under the deepest obligations to the 
14th and their active and intellij^nt commander.* 

During the last named service. Colonel Brereton came up 
with the troops upon the Bath road, and while returning to 
Bristol issued bis first order lb their Commanding Officer. 
That order was, under all the circumstances, not a little re- 
markable — but we shall leave it, with other singularities, to 
the impartial judgment of his peers. 

In the course of these riots, the Srd dragoon guards, though, 
from their small numbers, not so prominently employed as the 
14th, and, to a certain extent, paralysed by the inexplicable 
supineness of the Senior Officer, to whom it was natural that 
they should look for an example, conducted themselves with 
steadiness and obedience to orders. Major Mackworth, who 
had the best opportunities of observing their conduct, speaks 
of it in high, and, we doubt not, deserved terms. It is to 
the unusual cause abovementioned that this troop, with Col. 
Brereton at its head, was made to stand by for hours close to 
the Mansion-house, and look on while it was plundered and 
fired, without oflfering effectual hindrance to tne insurgents, 
of whom, on the contrary, they were placed in the disgraceful 
predicament of appearing the allies ! It was the same perverse 
influence which degraded them into an apparent partnership of 
purpose with the felon-assailants of the Gaol, and the incen- 
diaries of the Bishop's Palace, paralysing the public services, 
and prostituting the presence of a gallant troop of British 
dragoons, at a moment so critical to nfe and property I 



*Mtjor Beckwith, of the 14th dragooDi, baa rscd?ed the foltowiog letter 
from the Mayor of Brittol :— 

«< Coundl-Hoote, Bristol, Nor. 8. 

'* Sirt— I em desired by my brother Magistrates to ofllsr you our siocere 
thenkf for ihe prompt dectsioo eod efliBctuel essistence which yon aflbrded 
to the city immediately on yoar arri?el, end also to the olBoerB and aohUera 
of the 14ch Liffht Dragoons under your commaod* 

" We feel that it is due to the officers and pritates to express our aenti- 
ments, that ereo before your arri?al the fullest reliance miflht have been 
placed upon them ; and we cannot but consider their remoTsI from the dlbw 
on Sunday morning as the unfortunate cause of the calamiUee which feu 
upon it on that day and the following night. 

«< We are fully aasored that the order to withdraw waa aubmitted to with 
great relucUnce, and we hope that you and your officers and aoldiers will do 
tis the justice to belieye, that the order did not proceed from the Magistrates 
of BristoL 

** I haye the honour to be, Sir, 

Tour very obliged and obedient serrant, 

*< To Miyor Beckwith, commanding Cha»lis FimraT. fifayor." 

14th Light Dragoons.'* 
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Even the degrading imputation, attempted to be fixed upon 
these brave men by tae enemies of order, namely, of havine 
▼oluntartly cheered in concert with a mob of incendiaries and 
felons, owed its origin, in fact, to a mistaken sense of discipline, 
• quality which has hitherto so eminently characterized the 3rd 
dfagoon euards; the officer on the right of the troop, on 
entering Queen-square, thought it proper to cheer when the 
officer m command gave the signal, and the men merely obeyed 
the. implied command of their own officer in following his 
example. The very inaction of the Srd, until directed by 
Major Mackworth to charge^ *'and charge home," as thev did 
on the Monday morning, may rather be taken as a test of dis- 
cipline, than censured as a want of zeal. 

l>uring Uiese occurrences the Magistrates appeared . com- 
pletely intimidated and bewildered ; seeking rather to abdicate 
than to exercise their responsible authority, It is an unques- 
tionable fact, that while any thing remained to be done, not 
the slightest assistance was rendered to the troops, either by 
the Magistracy, the inhabitants, or the gentry of the '* Political 
Union.'* The impudence and hypocrisy of these Associations, 
at length denounced by Authority, were ludicrously manifested 
upon this occasion. One Herapath, aping the airs of an 
Attwood, betook himself to the issuing of manifestoes and the 
concoction of protocols, for the due distraction of affiiirs— but 
not a patriot of tiie '* Union'* aided, or offered to aid by word 
or deed, in the restoration of order, till the troops had obtained 
the complete mastery, and placed the result beyond all doubt. 
Then^ indeed, an oflfer of assistance was made, and treated as 
it deserved. The '* Unionists'* were planted amidst the smoking 
ruins of Queen-square, to guard the sacred fire, and light their 
pipes upon the embers of Radical Reform. The cessation of 
danger was also the signal for the re-appearance of the Special 
Constables, who, armed with white favours, suddenly swarmed 
in the streets, like butterflies after a shower. 

Not an infantry soldier had hitherto been present— but a 
party was in full march from Cardiff for Bristol by an early 
nour on Monday morning. At six o'clock, a.m. on that day, 
Lieqt.-Col. Love, commanding the Reserve Companies of the 
11th Regiment at Cardiff, received a dispatch from the' Mayor 
of Bristol, requesting the aid of the troops under his orders; 
but though pressing for immediate assistance, no means of 
accelerated conveyance were promptly furnished, while steam- 
boats, at the command of the Magistrates, abounded in the 
river of Bristol \ as the troops landed at that place, a steamer 
was only then starting to convey them from Cardiff. Colonel 
Love, .however, contrived to enter Bristol, with nearly 800 
men, at six o'clock on the same evening. Mi^rching first to 
Newport, he there seized a steamer, which the mob of that 
place, in complete sympathy with their brethren at Bristol, 
violently attempted to prevent his occupying. Having pre- 
pared a regular attack upon the troops, they were only deterred 
from carrying it into execution by a few significant words and 
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}>reparativc$, ou the part of the Cominandiiig Officer, boding 
a ^arm reception from the toldiers. Having vaiolj allcmpted 
to cut the boat adrift, their fory found vent in execrations, and 
wishes for the sinkineof the vessel, ere her crew should tronble 
Uieir confederates at Bristol. 

On approaching the scene of action. Colonel Lotc heard 
firing, and quickened his pace, but, to his surprise, met with 
no one to give him directions or information, although he had 
twice sent to the Civil Authorities to announce his approach. 

On entering the city by Park-street, a quarter principally 
inhabited by respectable persons. Colonel Love ordered bis 
drums to strike up. In an instant every sash was thrown up, 
and ladies appeared, cheering the troops in the roost cmthu* 
Riastic manner — calling out with grateful emotion,—'* Thanks, 
thanks, brave fellows; yon are come to save us from pillage and 
death." Many ladies and gentlemen rushed from their houses 
to the street, to welcome their deliverers, qa they styled the 
soldiers. The veterans present had never witnessed a scene of 
more extravagant joy, even when they fought as the liberators 
of oppressed nations, amidst the horrors of actual and foreign 
war. It was a scene which no soldier present will readily 
forget, and the memory of which will serve as an incentive to 
the faithful and manly discharge of his constitutional duties. 

Shortly aftcr^ Colonel Brercton made his appearance, and 
directed Colonel Love to march to Queen-square, where ho 
would join and give him orders; which, however, he failed to 
do. Having waited an hour, and feeling for the fatigued state 
of his men, whohad now been for fourteen hours in movement. 
Colonel Love at length proceeded to the Council-chamber. 
Here he found the Mayor, and having expressed his resolution 
to keep his men together, and not scatter them in billets, 
he received permission to place them were he liked. Old 
soldiers, in these cases, are not difficult: so the gallant Colonel 
contented himself with putting half of his men into thebali-rpom 
of the While Lion, ana lodging the remainder in the Guildhall. 

On Thursday Colonel Love, with his companies, embarked 
for South Wales, whither he was summoned by the apprehen- 
9wn of riots at Merthyr Tidvil. Thither many of the villains 
from BTistol, and others of the same stamp, but more decent 
appearance, from Birmingham, had repaired, to excite the in- 
flammable population of that neighbourhood to repeat the 
pcenes of Bristol — a calamity which was only prevented by the 
judicious disposition of the troops, and the activity and deter- 
mination of the Magistrates. The contagion did, however, 
extend to Bath, Worcester, Coventry, and some other placess 
but hy prompt and resolute measures on the part of Ihe Autho- 
rities and respectable inhabitants, the marcn of anarchy was, 
for the time, arrested. 

()f the Bristol Riots we could supply abundant anecdotes, 
did our time or limits permit. We have been rather solicitous 
to give the principal features of these events in historical order, 
and to record the official documents connected with them, than 
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to diverge inlo dclatU, which might prove revolting or invidi- 
<»us. We may mention, by the way, that during the fire at 
the Mansion-house, a roan was observed to take a pigeon from 
under his coat, having round its neck a ticket marked ** Not- 
tingham." On the person of another, who was killed by one 
of the 14th, was found a list of the houses to be burnt. We 
have reason to believe that the number of rioters cut down by 
the troops or self-destroyed by their own excesses, fell little 
short of 500 — a number in itself sufficient to perpetrate enor* 
roons mischief. We aflfect no sympathy for the atrocious 
criminals, thus overtaken bv a most righteous retribution. 

When the riots at Bristol had assumed a serious aspect, a 
brigade of artillery, wilb a supply of ammunition, under Major 
Walcot, was ordered to proceed with all speed from Woolwich 
to that city. This forced march was effected with characteristic 
rapidity. The presence of a single piece of artillery at an 
early stage of the riots, would probably have had a decisive 
effect. 

On Tuesday morning, the 1st November, Major- General Sir 
Richard Jackson, Dcputy-Quarter-Master-General, arrived at 
Bristol to take command of the troops, which now began to 
pour into the city and its neighbourhood. 



[To insert in this Appendix the «* Personal Narrative" of 
Major Mackworth, mentioned by the Correspondent of the 
United Service Journals would be to enter into a repetition of 
numerous facts already detailed in the foregoing pages; and we 
must further remark, that some of the Major's statements, for 
which we presume he too hastily adopted the information of 
other persons, arc now known to be incorrect.] 



SPECIAL COMMISSION 
FOR THE TRIAL OF THE RIOTERS, 

M the GmUlkattt Bristol, JamiMy Sd, 1898. 

BEFORE 

Sir Nicholas Conyngham Tyndal, Knt, 

Lord OdtfJuUke ^tke Common Plea$* 

Sir J. B. BosANQUET, Kt. 
Sir W. E. Taunton, Kt. 



The Judges were met at Totterdown by the Sheriffs, 
Oeobge Bengough and Joseph Lax, Esqrs., the 
Under-Sheriff, W. O. Hare, Esq. and a numerous body 
of police. The procession moved on slowly through 
a line of special constables, marshalled and curected by 
Mr. Dowling, a superintendant of the metropolitan 
police ; and no disturbance occurred. 

Merchant Tailors' Hall, Broad-street ; the new Wool 
HaU, Thomas-street ; and the late Armoury, Stapleton- 
road, were fitted up as barracks for the military. Beds 
and bedding for 1500 men were forwarded from Wool- 
wich. M^jor-Greneral Jackson was in the military com- 
mand of the district. 

At eleven o'clock the Judges entered the Ouildhall, 
and took their seats on the Bench. They were ac- 
companied by his Ghuce the Duke of Beaufort. 

The Commissions of Oyer and Terminer and General 
Gaol Deliyery having been read, the Lord Chief Justice 
acyoumed the Court till one o'clock. 

The Judges then went to their lodgings in Park-street, 
from whence they were escorted with the usual state 
and ceremony to the Cathedral, where divine service 
was performed, and an admirable sermon was preached 
by the Rev. ftofessor Lee, fit)m Proverbs xvi. 12, — 
^ For the Tyrone is established by righteousness,^ 
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At two o^dock the Judges returned to the Ouildhall. 
There were about five hundred persons, including a con- 
siderable number of special constables, in Court. The 
following Gentlemen were sworn of the Grand Jury :— 

Tbomas Kin^on Bayley, Foreman 



Charles Bowles Fnpp 
Thomas Hill 
WiUiam Ford 
William Watson 
Thomas Daniel, Jun. 
Adam Holden 
Joseph Russell 
James Moore 
John Tomlinson 
James Lean 



John Manningford 
William Morgan 
Richard Ricketts 
John May 

Joseph Melford, Jun. 
John Acraman 
Daniel Fripp 
Henry Seeley 
Robt. Edward Case 
Thomas W. Radcliffe 



John Hurle | Peter Maze. 

The Lord Chief Justice addressed the Grand 
Inquest in the following terms : — 

'^ Gentlemen of the O-randJuryj — We are assembled 
on the present occasion, by yirtue of the special com- 
mission of his Msgesty, for the purpose of inquiring 
into, hearing, and determining certain charges of no 
ordinary stamp and character, founded upon acts of 
tumultuous outrage, violence, and rapine, which have 
recently taken place within this city. 

^^ This proceeding, his Majesty, out of his paternal 
solicitude for his subjects, has thought fit to institute, 
rather than to leave the investigation and punishment 
of such charges to the ordiuaiv course and stated 
periods of the administration or criminal judicature 
within this city; for in the case of offences at once so 
alarming to the public tranquillity, and so dangerous 
to the property and safety of individuals, it is of the 
first importance to make it known to all, that inquiry 
and punishment follow dose upon the commission of 
crime, in order that the wicked and ill-disposed may 
be deterred bv Ae dread of the law firom engaging in 
similar enormities, whilst the peaceable and industrious 
may look up to it with gratitude and affection, for the 
safeguard wnich it extends over their persons and 
property. But it forms, perhaps, a still strongs 
reason for an early trial of these charges, that where 
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SO large a namber of persons as that contained in this 
calendar have been plaeed in confinement, the speediest 
means should be adopted to set at large the innocent, 
HYhoerer they may be, and to restore them to the peaceful 
and honest exercise of their daily callings. 

^' Gentlemen^ I am unable, from any information 
^hich has been placed before ns, to as»gn' the cause 
or to trace the exact origin of those enormities you are 
now called upon to iuTestigate. It appears, however, 
that, a few hours before they were committed, a riotous 
and tumultuary assemblage of the people gathered 
itself together, with an object and for a purpose which 
no honest man or well-wisher to the laws of his country 
can sufficiently reprobate, — I mean the open and avowed 
purpose of treating with insult and indignity, if not with 
personal violence, a Grentleman placed in a high judicial 
station, bearing the authority of his Sovereign in the 
administration of the criminal law within this city, and 
during part of the very time engaged in the actual 
exercise of his judicial functions. 

^* Gentlemen, it is to be collected from die depositions 
which I have seen, that the outrages, which will form 
the immediate subject of your enquiry, commenced at 
about the time of dusk on Saturday evening, the 29tb 
of October last, and continued, with short intermission, 
until four o^clock on the Monday morning, when, after 
the Riot Act had been read, and the persons assembled, 
notwithstanding the proclamation, had refused for more 
than an hour to disperse themselves, the further progress 
of the riot was arrested, and the tumult entirely sup- 
pressed, by the vigour and energy of the military, cidled 
in to the aid of the civil Magistrate. 

'^ I purposely abstain from a minute description of 
the terror occasioned to individuals, and of the outrages 
which took place in that interval against property, both 
public and private. Such description would be un- 
necessary to make yon understand the application of the 
law to the hda as they will appear before yon in evi* 
dence, the chief object which I have now in view ; and 
and it would have the unavoidable eonseauence of de* 
priving yon of that calmess of temper and evenness of 
judgment which it is your duty to bring to the present 
investigation, where, on the one hand, die safety and 
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well-being of the commiuiityy and, on the other, die 
lives and liberty of die accused, depend so materially 
upon your decision. 

'^ It is no part of my duty, on the present occasion, to 
consider whether the acts of outrage and rapine wldch 
afterwards ensued were caused by the riotous proceed- 
ings which occurred at an earlier period of me same 
day ; or whether wicked and designing persons, taking 
advantage of the state of excitement in which the peo- 
ple already were, availed themselves of it to effect tneir 
own purposes of destruction and plunder. It may, 
however, be safely concluded, that if die excitement 
which led to the defiance of the law at the earlier part 
of the day had never existed, the weightier crimes, sub«- 
sequendy committed by the populace, would not have 
taken ^ace ; and it is preds^y for this reason, that the 
law of England hath at all times held in the greatest 
abhorrence riotous and tumultuary assemblages of the 
people. No man can foresee at the commencement 
what course they wiU take, or what consequences will 
ensue. Though cases may occur in which the object 
of such assemblies is at first defined and moderate, they 
rapidly enlarge their powers of mischief; and fi*om the 
natural effect of the excitement and ferment inseparable 
firom the collection of multitudes in one mass, the origi- 
nal design is quickly lost sight of, and men hurry on to 
the commission of crimes, which, at their first meeting, 
diey had never contemplated. The beginning of tumult 
is like the letting out of water; if not stopped at first, it 
becomes difficult to do so afterwards; it rises and in- 
creases, until it overwhelms the fairest and the most 
valuable works of man. . 

^^ Gendemen, it has been well said, that the use of the 
law consists, first, in preserving men's persons from death 
and violence ; next, in securing to them the free ei^joy- 
ment of their property. And although every single act 
of violence, and each individual breach of the law, 
tends to counteract and destroy this its primary use and 
object, yet do general risings and tumultuary meetings 
of the people, in a more espedal and particular manner, 
produce this effect, — ^notonly removing all securitv^ both 
from the person and the property of men, but lor the 
time putting down the law itself, and daring to usurp 
its place. 
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*' The law of England bath accordingly, in proportion 
to the danger which it attaches to riotous and disorderly 
meetings of thepeople^ made ample provision for pre- 
venting such offences, and for the prompt and effectual 
suppression of them whenever they arise. And I think 
it may not be unsuitable to the present occasion if I 
proceed to call your attention, with some degree of 
detail, to the various provisions of the law for carrying 
that purpose into effect. 

'^ In the first place, by the common law, every private 
person may lawfully endeavour, of his own autnority, 
and without any warrant or sanction of the Magistrate, 
to suppress a riot by every means in his power. He 
may disperse, or assist in dispersing, those who are 
assembled ; he may stay those who are engs^ed in it 
from executing their purpose ; he may stop and prevent 
others whom tie shaQ see coming up from joining the 
rest ; and not only has he the authority, but it is his 
bounden duty, as a good subject of the King, to per- 
form this to the utmost of his ability. If uie riot be 
general and dangerous, he may arm himself against the 
evil-doers, to keep the peace. Such was the opinion of 
all the Judges of England, in the time of Queen Eliza- 
betii, in a case called '^ The Case of Arms'^ (Popham's 
Rep. 121,) although the Judges add, ^^ that it would be 
more discreet for every one in such a case to attend and 
be assistant to the Justices, Sheriffs, or other ministers 
•of the King in doing this.*' It would, undoubtedly, be 
more advisable so to do ; for the presence and authority 
of the Magistrate would restrain the proceeding to 
such extremities, until the danger was sufficiently imme- 
diate, or until some felony was either committed, or 
could not be prevented witnout recourse to arms ; and, 
all events, the assistance given by men who act in sub- 
ordination and concert with the civil Magistrate will be 
more effectual to attain the object proposed, than any 
efforts, however well intended, of separated and dis- 
united individuals. But if the occasion demands im- 
mediate action, and no opportunity is given for procuring 
the advice or sanction of the Magistrate, it is the duty 
of every subject to act for himself, and upon his own 
responsibility, in suppressing a riotous and tumultuous 
assembly ; and he may be assured, that whatever is 
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lionesdy done by him ia the execution of that object, 
will be supported and justified by the common law. 

^^ And whilst I am stating the obli^atton imposed by 
the law on every subject of the realm, I wish to observe, 
that the law acknowledges no distinction in this respect 
between the soldier and the private individual. 

^^ The soldier is still a citizen^ ^J^^S under the same 
obligation, and invested with the same authority, to 

{reserve the peace of the King, as any other subject, 
f the one is bound to attend the call of the civil Magis- 
trate, so also is the other ; — if the one may interfere for 
that purpose, when the occasion demands it, without die 
requisition of the Magistrate, so may the other too; — if 
the one may employ arms for that purpose, when arms 
are necessary, the soldier may do the same* Undoubtedly 
the same exercise of discretion which requires the private 
subject to act in subordination to and in aid of the 
Magistrate, rather than upon his own authority, before 
recourse is had to arms, ought to operate in a still 
stronger degree with a military force. But where the 
danger is pressing and immediate, — ^where a felony has 
actually been committed, or cannot otherwise be pre- 
vented, and from the circumstances of the case no 
opportuni^ is offered of obtaining a requisition from the 

{proper authorities, the military subjects of the King, 
ike his civil subjects, not only may, but are bound to 
do their utmost, of their own authority, to prevent the 
perpetraHon of outrage, to put down riot and tumult, 
ana to preserve the lives and property of the people. 

" Q-entlemen, still further, by the common law not 
only is each private subject bound to exert himself to 
the utmost, but every Sheriff, Constable, and other peace 
officer, is called upon to do all that in them lies for the 
suppression of riot, and each has authority to command 
all other subjects of the King to assist them in that 
undertaking. 

'^ By an early statute, which is still in force, the 13th 
Henry IV. c. 7., any two Justices, together with the 
Sheriff or Under-Sheriff of the county, shall come with 
the power of the county, if need be, to arrest any rioters, 
and shall arrest them ; and they have power to record 
that which they see done in their presence against the 
law, by which record the offenders shall be convicted, 
and may afterwards be brought to punishment. 
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'* And here I most distinctly observe, that it is not 
left to the choice or will of the subject, as some have 
erroneously supposed, to attend or not to the call of 
the Magistrate, as they think proper ; but every man is 
bound, when called upon, under pain of fine and im- 
prisonment, to yield a ready and implicit obedience to 
the call of the Magistrate, and to do his utmost in 
assisting him to suppress any tumultuous assembly ; 
for in the succeeding reign another statute was passed, 
which enacts, ^^that the King's liege people, being 
^ sufficient to travel, shall be assistant to the Justices, 
^' Sheriffs, and other officers, upon reasonable warning, 
^' to ride with them in aid to resist such riots, routs, 
^' and assemblies, on pain ofimprisonment, and to make 
^* fine and ransom to the King.** 

** In the explanation of which statute, Dalton, an early 
writer of considerable authority, declares, ^^that the 
'^ Justices and Sheriff may command, and ought to have 
the aid and attendance of all kniffhts, gentlemen, 
yeomen, husbandmen, labourers, tradesmen, servants, 
and apprentices, and of all other persons being above 
the age of fifteen years and able to travel.'' 
^* Gentlemen, in later times, the course has been for the 
Magistrate, on occasions of actual riot and conftision, 
to call in the aid of such persons as he thought necessary, 
and to swear them as special constables. And in order 
to prevent any doubt, if doubt could exist, as to his 
power to command their assistance by wav of precaution, 
the statute of the 1st Geo. IV. c. 37, and since that has 
been repealed by the still more recent Act of the 1st and 
2nd William IV. c. 41, the statute last referred to has 
invested the Magistrate with that power in direct and 
express terms, when tumult, riot, or felony, was only 
likely to take place, or might reasonably be apprehended. 
'^ Again, that this call of the Magistrate is compulsory, 
and not left to the choice of the party to obey or not, 
appears from the express enactment in the latter Act, 
that if he disobeys, unless legally exempted, he is liable 
to the penalties and punishments therein specified. 

^' But the most important provision of the law for the 
suppression of riots is to be found in the statute 1st 
Geo. 1., sec. 2, c. 5., by which it is enacted, "that if 
" any persons to the number of twelve or more, being 
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^^ unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously assembled 
'' together, to the disturbanee of the public peace, and 
** being required or conunanded by any one or nKMre 
^^ Justice or Justices, or by the Sheriff, &c., by procla- 
'^ mation to be made in the King's name, and in the 
'^ form stated in the Act, to disperse themselves, and 
^^ peaceably to depart to their habitations or to their 
** lawful business, shall, to the number of twelye or 
*^ more, notwithstanding such proclamation, unlawfully, 
** riotously, and tumultuously remain or continue toge- 
^^ ther for the space of one hour after such command or 
^' request made by proclamation, then such continuing 
^^ together shall be adjudged felony, and the offenders 
'^ shall suffer death as felons.^ 

"Such are the different provisions of the law of 
England for the putting down of tumultuary meetings; 
and it is not too much to affirm, that if the means pro- 
vided by the law are promptly and judicially enforced 
by the Magistrate, and honestly seconded by the co- 
operation of his fellow subjects, very few and rare 
would be the instances in which tumultuous assemblages 
of the people would be able to hold defiance to the laws. 

" Gentlemen, before I proceed to the consideration of 
the cases in the calendar, let me impress on the atten- 
tion of all those who, from idleness, curiosity, or mere 
thoughtlessness, suffer themselves to form part of a 
riotous and disorderly meeting, that they subject them- 
selves, unconsciously, to the danger of punishment for 
crimes which they never contemplated; for where 
many are coUected together in the prosecution of an 
illegal object, it is often impossible to discriminate 
between the active and unoffending part of the mob. 
It requires evidence on the part of the accused, which 
they may not be able to produce, in order to defend 
themselves against the charge of participation in the 
guilt of others. The only sale course for the peaceable 
and well-disposed, on all occasions of popular tumult, 
is this ; to lend their ready aid to assist the Magis- 
trates in suppressing it, or, at all events, forthwith to 
separate themselves from the others. 

" Gentlemen, one class of cases likely to come before 
you, will be founded upon the statute 7 and 8 Geo. IV. 
e. 30. s. 8, by which it is enacted, *^ that if any persons. 
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^^ riotously and tumoltuously assembled together, to the 
" disturbance of the public peace, shall unlawfdllj and 

with force demolish, pull down, or destroy, or begin 

to demolish, pull down, or destroy, any house, stable, 
" coach-house, outhouse, warehouse, office, shop, mill, 
" &c., every such offender is guilty of felony, and, being 
^* convicted thereof^ shall suffer death as a felon." 

'^ In cases of this description, you will consider whe- 
ther the individual charged was one of the persons 
constituting a riotous assemblage which was effecting 
the destruction of the building. If he formed part of 
such riotous assembly at the time the act of demolition 
commenced, or if he wilfully joined such riotous 
assembly, so aa to co-operate with them, whilst the 
act of demolition was going on, and before it was com- 
pleted, in either ease he comes within the description 
of the offence, and within the penalties imposed by 
the Act, although he may not have been a person who 
actually assisted by his own hand in the demolition of 
the building. 

^^ But the more numerous class of cases seems to be 
that which is founded upon the second section of the 
same statute, by which it is enacted, ^^ that if any person 
*^ shall unlawfully or maliciously set fire to any house or 
^^ other building mentioned above, whether the same 
^ shall be in the possession of the offender, or in that of 
*^ any other person, with intent thereby to injure or 
^* defraud any person, every such offender shall be guilty 
'^ of felony, and, being convicted thereof, shall suffer 
'^ death as a felon." In this offence you will perceive 
it is no constituent part of the description in the statute, 
that the party charged should form one of a tumultuous 
or riotous assemblage for the disturbance of the public 
peace ; it is an offence that may be committed by a 
single individual. You will, therefore, in these cases, 
inquire first, whether the party set fire to the building 
himself? in such case, no doubt of his guilt can exist; 
and if the proof falls short of this, you will then con- 
sider whether he was jointly engaged in the prosecution 
of the same object with those who committed the offence. 
If by his word or gesture he incited others to commit 
the felony, or if he was so near to the spot at the time 
that he by his presence wilfully aided and assisted them 
in the perpetration of the crime, in either of these cases 
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the felony is complete, nvithout any actual manual share 
in its commission. 

<^ And where the statute directs that, to complete the 
offence, it must have been done with intent to ii\jnre or 
defiraiid any person, there is no occasion that any malice 
or ill-will should subsist against the person whose pro* 
perty is so destroyed. It is a mahdous act, in the 
contemplation of the law, when a man wilfully does that 
which is illegal, and which in its necessary consequence, 
must injure his neighbour. And it is unnecessary to 
observe, that the setting fire to another's house, whether 
the owner be a stranger to the prisoner, or a person 
against whom he had a former grudge, must be equally 
iiyurious to him. Nor will it be necessary to prove 
that the house which forms the subject of the indict- 
ment in any particular case, was that which was actually 
set on fire by the prisoner. It will be sufficient to 
constitute the offence, if he is shewn to have feloniously 
set on fire another house, from which the flames com- 
municated to the rest. No man can shelter himself 
from punishment on the ground that the mischief which 
he committed was wider in its consequences than he 
originally intended. 

*^ Gentlemen, another class of offenders will be that 
of persons who stand charged with acts of plunder and 
theft. And these may come before you, either aggra- 
vated by the circumstance of violence or threats to the 
Eerson of the owner; or with the circumstance of 
reaking into his dwelUng-house^ or steaUng the pro- 
perty thereout when the house was already broken 
open; in both which cases the offence is considered 
of a more aggravated nature, and the measure of pu- 
nishment is consequently more severe. Or the facts 
may assume the shape of a simple larceny of the goods 
of another. In idl which cases, as in the case of arson 
before adverted to, all who are present aiding, assent- 
ing, and co-operating in the fact, are, in point of law, 
principal offenders. 

''The only other observation I would suggest upon 
the last-mentioned offence is this, that where property 
which has been stolen is found in the possession of any 
person recently after the theft committed, unless cir- 
cumstances appear to rebut such presumption, he may 
be presumed guil^ of the theft, Until he can explain 
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or prove his innocent possession of the property. Upon 
the subject of a very numerous class olT cases, relating 
to the receiving of stolen property with the guilty 
knowledge that it has been stolen, I hold it to be 
unnecessary to offer you any observation whatever. 

'^ There is, however, one case which stands in a dif- 
ferent situation from the rest, and to which it may be 
proper that I should call yolir particular attention. I 
mean the case of James Cossley JLewis, who is at present 
at large upon his reconizance, but who stands charged 
upon an inquest before the Coroner with the offence of 
manslaughter, in shooting a boy of the name of Morris. 
It appears from the depositions before the Coroner, 
that Lewis was acting in aid of the civil authorities in 
assisting to clear the streets, after proclamation had 
been regularly made requiring the rioters to disperse 
themselves, and after they had continued together for 
more than an hour from the time of making proclama- 
tion. It appears also by the testimony of the witnesses, 
that the pistol was not aimed at the boy who was im- 
fortunately struck by the ball. The nature, however, 
of the offence committed by Lewis will not depend so 
much upon that fact, as upon the circumstances under 
which the pistol was originally discharged. If the 
firing of the pistol by Lewis was a rash act, uncalled 
for by the occasion, or if it was discharged negligently 
and carelessly, the offence would amount to man- 
slaughter. But if it was discharged in the fair and 
honest execution of his duty, in endeavouring to dis- 
perse the mob, by reason of their resisting, the act of 
the firing of the pistol was then an act justified by the 
occasion, under the Riot Act before referred to, and 
the killing of the boy would then amount to accidental 
death only, and not to the offence of manslaughter. 
You will, I doubt not, when the circumstances of the 
case are brought before you in evidence, deal with it 
as justice requires. 

^^ Gentlemen, these are the only observations, arisin«^ 
out. of the unfortunate transactions at Bristol, with which 
I think it necessary to trouble you.** 

In conclusion, ms Lordship made a few remarks on 
a case that had no connexion with the riots, but was, 
with others, to be tried under the Special Commission, 
the usual course of justice having been impeded. 
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THE TRIALS. 

It would unnecessarily occupy a considerable space 
in this Appendix if we were to insert even an outline of 
the different trials ; and as they nearly all possessed the 
same leading character, which has been amply described 
in our Narrative of the Riots, the reader would find the 
repetition not merely uninteresting but tiresome. The 
Trial of Christopher Davis, however, who was charged 
as the ringleader of the mob, and was moreover a man in 
better circumstances than the generality of the rioters, 
deserves to have some pages devoted to it. The Trials 
of the men who were executed with him we shall briefly 
narrate. 

In all tlie cases, the prosecutions on the part of the 
Crown were conducted by the Attorney-General (Sir 
Thomas Denman ;) Mr. Sergeant Wilde j Messrs. 
WiGHTMAN, Coleridge, and Follett. 



TRIAL OF CHRISTOPHER DAVIS, 

CHARGED AS THE LEADER OF THE MOB. 

Before the Lord Chief Justice Tindal and Sir J, B, Bosanquet, 

Christopher Davis was charged with assembling, 
with others, and riotously and tumultuously destroying 
the New Gaol. There were ten counts in the indict- 
ment, but they merely varied the description of the 
building. 

The Attorney-General, in opening the case, said — the 
riotous proceedings of the 29th, SOth, and Slst Oct. were com- 
mitted hy a moh, changed in some instances in its constitueot 
parts, and in others probably remaining the same throughout 
the whole time. Among this class, he should show the prisoner, 
Christopher Davis, attending, in the first instance, on the Satur- 
day at the Mansion-house, conducting himself with violence and 
insult, and connected with the mob, at intervals, until the Mon- 
d^ morning. Indeed there was not one of the great outrages 
at which he was not present ; not for the purpose of rescumg 
property from destruction — not for the purpose of saving lives, 
or of watching offenders with the intention of giving evidence 
against them ; but he was there approving the work of destruc- 
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UoDyCacoaragiogaiid exciting the mob, not only by his presence, 
bot by language the most inflammatory. It wouJd be found 
that tne prisoner filled a respectable situation in life, that he 
was a man of family, well known, and one from whom lietter 
things might have been expected, and that his language was 
directed, not to persons in toe same station in society as himself, 
but to the most ignorant portion of the community, whom his 
eooductwas most likely to encourage in the committal of acts of 
violence and crime. He should snow the prisoner first at the 
Mansion-bovae, huzsaing the mob as they broke into it| that 
he actually condescended to enter the house afterwards and par- 
take of the repast $ and that he was up and on the spot all night. 
Indeed, tbey would find him in so many places, and at such 
short intervals of time, that he would almost appear to have had 
the power of betne in more places than one at a time ; or, at all 
events, of changmg his situation very quickly. From the 
Square they WMild trace him to the Gaol-^from thence to the 
Square — ^from the Square to the Bishop's Palace, and, lastly, to 
the Square again, and, even there, using that kind of language 
most calculated to excite the mob to further outrages, cheerine 
them en, and declaring that the fires were a glorious sight, and 
what be had long wanted to see. At the Bishop's Palace, when 
the gates were being pulled down, he could hardly conceal his 
joy-^exclaiming, that he had foreseen it for twenty years, and 
that it was an example for all the world. 8uch conduct, it will 
be at onee seen, was most calculated to excite and encourage 
the poor wretches who had left their abodes for the sake of 
plunder ; aome of them, perhaps, fancying that the destruction 
wo«ld eventaally entail a benefit on tMm, instead of ruin, 
punisbcnent, and death.' That the prisoner acted for the sake 
of plunder we do not say ; but, it is clear, be lent his counte- 
nance to tbeir criminal acts. In the course of this evidence it 
will be seen that the prisoner went into a public-house, where 
be boasted of having drank the wine at the Mansion-house, and 
partaken of the repast provided there for the Recorder, using 
some such foolish expression as this : — '* What a shame it is that 
there should be so much waste when so many poor wretches are 
starving." Gentlemen, I understand that the defence intended 
to be set up by the prisoner is the plea of being intoxicated at 
the time ; but you nave been told by an higher authority than 
myself that a party who subjects himself to crime, by the taking 
of liqoor, is, in the eye of the law, equally guilty, unless, indeed, 
it should appear that he was in an absolute state of insensibility, 
and ttncapable of being conscious of what was passing around. 
There is another plea, which it is possible may be set up, and on 
which it does net become me to animadvert, I mean the plea 
of a weak understanding. If «ucfa a defence should be set 
up, you, gentlemen of the Jury, will have to decide, whether 
he was so far incapacitated as not to be responsible for his 
Actions. The facts I have detailed will be proved by a great 
variety of the mott respectable witnesses, whom I snail now 
proceed to call. 
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Edward Culliford examined. — I am a grocer; was in Queen- 
square on the morning of SOth October, from half-past 8 to half- 
past 2 ; a great number of persons were assembled heaving stones 
and bottles at the Mansion-house ; I saw the prisoner about one 
o'clock standing opposite the Mansion-house in the path inside 
the railing ; at Uiat time the mob was rather quiet ; he was b 
the parsons and blasting the bishops } he was speaking I believe 
as loud as he could ■<, 1 think he mentioned the Corporation 
first, next the Bishops : he wished that hell might open and 
swallow the churches and corporation up ; he bad a silk um- 
brella in his hand, and he lifted his hat above his head ; there 
were 8 or SOOO persons there) I stood in the Mansion-house an 
hour and half, and did not see him again $ when I came out 
the mob had considerably diminished. 

Gross examined. — The motion of the hat which I described 
is a common mode of relieving a person's head $ he had his 
umbrella spread over his head ; the action of the hat was not an 
unmeaning one ; I can't say whether it was to ease his head or 
excite the mob ; I can't say I did not use the same action with 
my own hat while I was there. 

Re-examined. — I went directly from the Mansion-house to 
Nelson-street, where I heard the mob knocking at the doors of 
Bridewell : I did not utter such expressions as he used. 

J. Gilbert examined.— -I was in Queen-square on the Sunday 
of the riots, about one o'clock, and stood under the piazzas « 
Davis said to me this was the end o( your d d magistrates 
and bishops, and he would send them all to hell ; this was in an 
angry tone of voice, loud enough for every one to hear; he 
called them d — d robbers, and he would hang them in chains 
in Queen-square if he had his will ; I did not say one word to 
him $ I went away while he was talking, for I did not like to 
be seen with him; Alderman Hilhouse came up at the same 
time and asked me who he was. 

Cross-examined. — I am a merchant, carrying on business 
near the Custom-house ; I never attended any of the meetings 
held in Queen-square during the last year ; I have seen toe 
meetings from my counting bouse ; I can't tell how many were 
held ; 1 did not trouble myself about them ; I should say I 
have seen six or seven thousand people at such meetings, not 
10 or 12,000 ; I heard they were about reform ; I never took 
the trouble to go and hear the speeches ; much damage had been 
done to the mansion-house; I was there the evening before, when 
Sir C. Wetherell made his escape and asked my son for a hat. 

Thomas Davey examined. — I keep the Pilgrim public-house 
in Tucker-street, about a quarter of a mile from Queen-square; 
on the day bridewell was destroyed the prisoner was at my 
house between 8 and S in the afternoon ; he had a glass of beer; 
1 was in an inner parlour with a person named Cross; the 
prisoner said when I brought in the beer, there were pretty 
works going on ; he said it was what he expected for ag:ood 
many years ; by his talking he appeared as if he had been drink- 
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iwkg \ he said he waa almost tipsy, had been up all nisht, and 
had been down in Queen-«qaare ; I said 1 hoped he nad not 
been drinkins any of the wine ; he said be had ) he said he 

wished every h ^y church in Bristol was burnt down. 

Cross-examined. — I have known him 14 or 15 years, and have 
Been him at times when excited by liauor ; he has frequently 
expressed himself in an extravagant and violent manner. 

John Cross examined. — I was with last witness at the public 
house when the prisoner came in t I heard him say be had been 
up all ni^bt and was intoxicated ) he appeared to be so ; Davey 
said to him I hope you have not been taking any of the wine ; 
he said he had $ nothing had been said about wine before ; he 
said he wished tbey would burn down every church in Bristol, 
or words to that effect 

Hugh Wickham examined. — I was apprentice to Mr. Harris, 
linen-draper, 27, High-street, at the time of the riots; on the 
Sunday, a little after one, I was sitting in the front room of 
my master*s house, and beard loud talking in the street, which 
induced me to go to the window $ I saw the prisoner Davis with 
an umbrella in his hand; there were from 13 to 15 persons 
standing round him ; I heard him say, pointing to St. Nicholas 
church, ** down with those churches and mend the roads with 
them*' ; he pointed with an umbrella ; he kept on talking, but 
he turned the comer of Bridge-street and I lost sight of him ; 
he appeared to be going towards the bridge ; the persons went* 
some one way some another ; many of them were car-drivers ; 
it was near the coach stand. 

Cross-examined.— The bridge was on the opposite direction 
from the Bridewell ; he was going in the way to the Counters! i p. 

By the Court — ^Tucker-street is over the bridge ; he had a 
black coat, drab breeches, and boots ; he had a very respectable 
appearance. 

John A. Parker examined.— I am clerk to Messrs. Lucas ; 
the Bridewell was burnt during the time I was at dinner about 
one o'clock ; I went out to look after the safety of a vessel ; 
went from the Cut where I live to the avenue leading to the 
back of the Mansion-house, and turned into Charlotte-street; 
the banq netting- room looked into Charlotte-street ; many per- 
sons were in that street, throwing stones at the windows, and a 
great number looking on ; I passed quickly through the crowd ; 
Mr. Davis was under the windows of the room, with his umbrella 
iu his hand, and his hat off, lifted above his head ; I heard him 
say ** hurra ! go it my boys ;" it was not I should suppose at 
the extreme pitch of his voice, but I heard it on the other side 
of the way ; I passed quickly and went to the vessel ; I know 
hisperson well. 

Cross-examined. — I have seen him under excitement from 
liquor, when if anv person differed from him iu politics, he 
expressed himself violently ; notwithstanding his violence of 
language, I should not have supposed him capable of such con- 
duct as I saw him use on Sunday ; I did not see any person en- 
gaged in preserving peace. 
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Daniel Underwood examined.-— I am a boatman beloa^n^ 
to the Customs ; while the rioting was going on in front of the 
Mansion-house on Saturday night, I saw soldiers there ; I saw 
the prisoner cheering the mob ; he had a stick or nmbrella, or 
something else, and was wavine it ; I did not hear any word he 
said ; I saw him aeain on Sunday, opposite the new City Gaol, 
not opposite the door« between three and four o'clock ; there 
was a great quantity of people about him ; they were looking 
on, and some were breakine open the Ghiol door ; when f first 
saw him he had his hat on his head; Kaw him take his hat off 
and put it on his umbrella ; he cheered the mob ; he said, ** now 
d — nye, we will have Reform — ^this is what ought to have been 
done years ago ;** I saw him for the best {lart of an honr ; he 
kept the hat on the umbrella about three minutes ; he lilted and 
waved it in his right hand v I saw the door opened and the 
prisoners come out. 

The witness was cross-examined by Mr. Smith at considerable 
length, as to his conviction that the prisoner was cheering the 
mob and not the soldiers or the constables. The witness was 
unable to describe to the Court the exact way in which he be- 
came so convinced, but repeated that Davis was certainly 
cheering the mob. 

James Edwin Carver deposed that he saw Davis in the new 
gaol after the mob bad entered ; a great number of the mob 
were strangers to Bristol, judginr from their enquiries. 

George rhipps examined.— I live in Ring-street ; on SOth 
Oct. between 1 and S, I heard the bridewell was destroyed : be- 
tween S and S, I saw the prisoner, and about 190 to 150 persons 
comine up Back-street; Davis was at their head, with an 
umbrella in his hand; heard him say, "d— hi their eyes, burn 
them-^own with them ;" they were coming towards my honse, 
and passed by the side of it ; I heard the hurraing, and looked 
over the shutters ; I have known D«vis 20 years ; I opened the 
back door, and said to him, **Mr. Davis, for God*s sake do 
come in ;" they went forward in the direction of the mansion- 
house ; I saw him again about five in the afternoon, going 
towards the place I had seen him before come from ; there were 
a few persons with him ; Mr. Davis was decidedly tipsy ; I had 
known him so long and so well that three glasses wonid make 
him mad at any time. 

Cro^s-examined.— -My house is nearly half a mile from the gaol ; 
it was ray knowledge of his indiscretion when drunk that as an 
act of firiendship 1 endeavoured to get htm from the .mob ; he 
is a highlv humane and respectable man. 

John Harvey examined. — On Sunday the 30th Oct. I vras in 
company with Mr. Wood, in the afternoon, at Prince*s-street- 
bridge ; while I was there I observed a great number of persons 
coming in that direction, huesaiug ; I saw the prisoner in the 
midst of the mob ; did not hear him speak ; he took his hat off 
and placed it on his umbrella and waved it round ; the mob 
were going in the direction of the new saol ; 1 could see them 
for some distance on the other side of the toll-gate i he was 
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with them ; I remained on the same spot nearly half an hour ; 
it is not near enough to hear what was passing at the gaol ; I 
saw the gaol on fire about half or three quarters of an hour after 
the mob had passed $ I saw Davis after the fire at the bottom of 
Prince's-street; he came close abreast me, but I did not see 
from what direction he came ; he addressed rae, and said he 
had come from the fire } he said, ** it is a beauUful sisht, onK 
it did not burn fast enough to please me ;'* he said he hoped all 
the Bishops would be hung and the churches burnt; he said he 
had been to the gaol with the mob and had liberated the pri- 
soners, and some of them were timid of coming out ; he said 
if they did not come out they should be burnt there; he 
was much intoxicated ; he said that he, with the mob, had 
entered the Mansion-house, and had partaken of the dinner that 
was intended for Sir G. Wetherell, which dinner was composed 
of roast beef, ducks, fowls, &c. and it was disgraceful while so 
many poor wretches were starving ; I went from him ; before I 
went 1 heard a man address him — I think an Irishman by his 
dialect — and said *' Mr. Davis, this is the blaze of liberty ;** 
Davis replied ** I wish I had had a hundred such men as j^ou 
with me last night." I then went direct to my own home, leavine 
them at the bottom of Prince's-street ; at the time I quitted 
him the mob had increased ^to about 400 persons. 

William Wood the person alluded to by the last witness, 
corroborated hi^ testimony, and added, that Davis, on the oc- 
casion referred to, said he was drunk-^that he had been up all 
ni^ht^that he had entered the Mansion-house with the mob, 
who partook of the dinner — that it was composed of roast beef, 
ducks, fowls, and other things he mentioned ; he said it was 
disgraceful ways while there were so many poor wretches starv- 
ing ; he said he expected this would take place twenty or forty 
years ago ; he said he would not mind heading a mob of 80,000 
men at any time ; he said it was an example to the whole world, 
and it would not end here ; there were many persons round 
about there ; he said he hoped all the Bishops would be hung, 
and all the churches burnt ; I heard a person speak to Davis a 
short time before I left ; that person ^said, pointing to the flames, 
that was the blaze of liberty ; Davis said he wished he had had 
a hundred such men with him last night as he was ; I went away 
with Mr. Harvey, and left Davis there ; there were persons at 
the Gaol before he crossed the bridge to go there. 

[In the cross-examination of Harvey and Wood, they stated 
that they had previously committed their evidence to writing, 
and had compared their notes, for the purpose of refreshing 
their memories.] 

John House examined. — I am a servant to the Dock-master ; 
I collect the tolls at PrinceVstreet-h ridge ; a great number of 
persons passed through my gate on Sunday 30th Oct. towards 
the new gaol ; they were gomg tumuUuously ; after that I saw 
parties coming as from the gaol at different times ; I saw Davis 
coming as from the new gaol ; Davis stopt at the gate, turned a 
little out of the direction of the bridge on the pier ; he said, 
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*' where now is your d— >d Corporation, your d — d Bishora, aod 
your d— d Dock Company ?*' his manner was violent ; I did not 
peceive any thing in his hand ; I ^w him a short time ; this was 
about four o'clock ) about five o'clock some person came into 
my house and took a candle out of my hand and asked if I was 
ready ? 1 said 1 bad not got all my things out $ they smashed the 
windows : I retired for tear, and soon afterwards the boose was 
in flames. 

Cros»-e3camined. — Davis did not speak to me in particular ; I 
thought he was in a violent state of excitement ; he had had 
some liquor. 

Richard James examined. — I am a carver and gilder i I saw 
the gaol on fire when I was at the lower end of Marsh-street ; I 
met Davis in Marsh-street ; I had seen bridewell on fire ; he 
caught me by the hand or arm and said," d — ^n your eyes, James, 
this is glorious^this is the sort of thin^ we wanted.** I said it 
was not the sort of thing I wanted, ana that I did not think be 
would consider so if he went home to bed ) he said '* I don't 
care — we will have every b— y church in England dovm before 
long;" he was intoxicated. 

Cross-examined. —I have known him some years as a man in 
business; it was my opinion, and is now, that those would not 
be bis sentiments in sober moments. 

Wm. Harvey examined. — I am a printer ; I was at College- 
green on Sunday night, SOth Oct., about eight o'clock ; a mob 
came while I was standing there *, they went to the archway 
leading to the Bishop's palace ; they appeared to have iron bars ; 
they struck them on the pavement, and they rung like metal ; I 
saw Davis come from the Drawbridge end of the Green to the 
Deanery end ; I have known him for yea"s ; he came up to me 
aod said the d — d Bishops were the cause of all this, or had 
brought it all on, or words to that effect ; I told him I thought 
the time was come when it behoved men to suppress their feel- 
ings for the public good ; he answered something ; he said he 
could foresee or foretell this 20 years back, and was sure it 
would come to pass ; we conversed some minutes; be said what 
a shame it was for one d—- Bishop to have j§*40,000. a-year and 
so many poor persons starving ; about this time there was a noise 
from the Bishop's palace, as of breaking doors open ; we could 
distinctly hear it; bis conduct then was nothing more than 
ordinary, as of one man talking to another ; just at that time 
the soldiers rode by ; at that time there were from 20 to SO 
persons round us ; but when be first spoke to me there were but 
two or three. 

Cross-examined.— We were completely separated by houses 
from the mob who were doing the violence ; while I saw him 
he neither said nor did any thing to excite the mob ; I went away 
and left him standing with 20 or 30 people who had collected. 

Adam Barton examined. — I keep the Albion public-house in 
prince's street ; on the Sunday the prisoner was at my house, 
InAu^^ i« and 1 in the day ; there were two others with him, 
*na ne was Ulking loudly ; I was not aware of the subject of 
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conversation ; all I heard remarkable was that he d — d the 
Bishop, the Church, and the Clergy ; he seemed in a verj as^i- 
tated state ; his conduct was not like that of a sober man ; his 
conduct was the very opposite. 

William Perry examined. — I am a clerk to Messrs, Davey, 
wharfingers ; I have known prisoner three or four years ; on the 
Sundav of the riots, about one o'clock, I saw hira in the house 
of the last witness ; I heard him make use of violent expressions ; 
I consider he was drunk ; on the Wednesday evening following 
he came to my house in Trenchard -street, about eight in the 
evening, and said he was afraid he was got into an unpleasant 
situation, or words to that effect ; that he had heard the officers 
had been on the look-out for him $ he remained there the whole 
night ; he slept in the same bed with me ; he had never slept 
there before ; he remained in the house and slept there each 
night, till the Sunday evening after the fire ; I can't tell where he 
then went ; I accompanied him to Hillsbrid^e, where a gig was 
waiting for him % it was about half-past six m the evening. 

Thomas Crosby examined.— I am an attorney in this city ; I 
have been searching for the prisoner $ on Tuesday week 1 en- 
quired for him at a house at Sutton Montis, near Sherborne : 
after a search of two hours, I found him in an unfloored attic, 
between two joists ; it was a dark room ; he was lying ; I had a 
candle with me ; he said, *' you have found me then ;'^I replied, 
*' I have^you must come with me $"* he said '* I hope you won^t 
do me any harm.** 

Cross-examined. — I don't know if there was an information 
against him for a capital felony ; I was requested by Mr.Harmar 
to search ; I have no reason to believe Mr. Harmar holds any 
official situation. Before the search I heard there was a reward 
offered for his apprehension ; I am a professional man in Bris- 
tol ; great excitement prevailed on the subject of the riots when 
I set out on the search. 

By the Court.— When he said ** yon have found me,** he 
added, <* I am not here for stealing or for murder $ I am very 
bappy yon have found me ; I am happier now than at any time 
since I left Bristol ; I never should have left but on the advice 
of my friends.** 

Wm. Harmar examined.— I pursued Davis with a view of 
apprehending him after the riots ; on Sunday week, I went to 
Button Montis with last witness, who delivered him to me i I 
cautioned him not to say any thing which might be given in 
evidence $ he took me up to tne place where henad been found, 
and said he had looked out for it in case the officer came to 
take him ; there was a sort of step, and he had ascended into a 
hole about 9 feet high ; he said he had been secreted at Shepton 
Mallett, Batcombe, and other places j I noticed the coat he had 
on, and he said it was one he had borrowed to disguise himself; 
on the way to Bristol, he said, *' th<tre is one thing against me- 
lt is what I said $'* I asked what it was, and he declined statin?. 

Wm. Orchard Gwyer and Wm. Henry Selman were called ; 
the former did not appear, and the latter was not examined. 
This was the case for the prosecution. 
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The prisoner OD being called on for his defence said he would 
leave it to his Counsel. 

Tbos. Myers was then called for the prisoner, and examined! 
by Mr. Smith.-~I am a tiler and plasterer ; I was in Bath-street 
when Sir Chas* Wetherell made his appearance ; I have known 
Davis Ave or six years ; we shook hands together : I asked where 
he was goins ; he said to the end of the street to see Sir Charles 
come in ; I atssnaded him ; I>ftvis said, *' I hope to God it will 
be all quiet ;" he was then sober. 

Cross-examined.^-This was between ten and eleven in the 
momine, when Sir Charles was coming up Temple-street. 

Charles Hurditch examined. — I keep the Saracen's Head, 
Temple gate, which is half a mile from Queen-square ; on the 
night of Saturday, the 29th Oct. Davis was at my house ; he 
came about 6 o'clock ; I left the house a little before 8, and he 
was there then.— —4I/ross-examined."— There was rioting about 
the Mansion-house before six. 

Michael Tregay examined.— >On Saturday evening the 29th 
October, I was at the Saracen's Head a little before six ; Davis 
was there, and I left him in the room at eight o'clock. 

Cross-examined.— >He was with a man whom I had never seen 
before. 

John Hodges examined. — I was with the prisoner on the night 
of the 29 th Oct. at my own house, the Four teen-stars. Temple- 
street ; he lives at the Counterslip ; he came at half-past 10 and 
remained till past 11 ; he was quite sensible when be went awaj, 
but was a little intoxicated} he went home; I watched him 
into his house. 

Priscilla Roberts examined.— I was prisoner's servant in 
October, and am now in the service of the prisoner's wife ; he 
resided at the Counterslip $ I recollect the Saturday when Sir 
Charles Wetherell came to the city ; my master came home 
that nieht between 10 and 11 o'clock; he was not much intoxi- 
cated*; ne went to bed and got np next morning between 10 and 
11 o'clock ; he breakfasted at home, and went out to get shaved 
and returned about 3 to dinner ; he went out again in about 
half an hour, and returned between 5 and 6 ; went out again after 
tea, before 6 ; I don't know what time he returned that night. 

Cross-examined.— I went to bed on the Saturday night after 
11; got np on Sunday mornine about?; my master's usual 
hours were what I have stated ; I heard on Sunday afternoon 
that the gaol had been burnt; I went to bed by 10 on Sunday 
night ; I was not out all day. 

F.K. Barnes examined.—! live near the prisoner ; on the Sun- 
day of the fires I saw him between half-past 19 o'clock in the day 
in the Counterslip ; I think it was before the service was over in 
Temple Church ; he was in the street ; I believe I spoke to 
him, but have no distinct recollection of what he said ; I next 
^w him about 8 o'clock on Monday morning on Bristol-bridge, 
I think he was intoxicated ; I saw him on the Monday morning 
K>etween 9 and 10 at the Coonterslip ; he said *« what dreadful 
'^orks It 19^1 hope they will be punished for it" 
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This course of ezamination was objected to by the Attorney - 
General and argaed at some length. Their Lordships held that 
if afler-statements were to be received in evidence, any person 
would be enabled to make evidence in his favour, when he 
reflected on the consequence of what he had done. 

Examination continued.— >The prisoner has carried on busi- 
ness in my neighbourhood 9 or 10 years } 1 have always known 
him an honest, kind hearted, and benevolent man. 

David Thomas examined. — 1 am a tallow-chandler in Castle- 
street; saw Davis at the top of High-street on the Sunday ; 
bridewell had not been opened ; they were coming up, and he 
was standing on the lefthand side ; I shook hands with him ; I 
came up with the mob $ he remarked ''what a dreadful scene it 
is^I thought it would come to this }** I remarked was it pos- 
sible thev would accomplish it ; I went to the bridewell, and 
Davis did not accompany me \ I have known him 80 years, and 
always found him charitable and humane, honest & industrious. 

Joseph Thomas examined. — I am a carver and gilder, in 
Nelson-street; I was at the siring-brid^e on Bathurst basin 
about 4 o'clock on Sunday, about the time of the attack on 
the gaol ; saw the flag hoisted ,- I and the prisoner were stand- 
ing together, about 150 yards from the gate ; I was a spectator ; 
the mob were throwing things into the water, and I said, **Davis, 
this is too bad ;*' he said, '* it is indeed ;" I left him on the 
bridge in half an hour; when I left, the mob were proceeding 
still ; during, that time the prisoner was guilty of no impropriety 
or violence. 

Cross-examined.— There might be a hundred people about 
the bridge ;»I saw the people bringing the things out; I was 
talking to him about Ave minutes; I walked away with a 
friend ; Davis remained behind ; I was on the bridge half an 
hour ; while I was there I think there was smoke coming from 
the lodge ; when I left the bridge he was in the same situation 
as I found him; I did not see him in conversation ; a good 
many people surrounded him ; I was standing near him for 20 
minuteSy and did not bear him speak to any one ; my attention 
was turned towards the gaol ; the mob were increasing, cover- 
ing the ground quite fasL 

Ue-examined, — The party who surrounded me and the peo- 
ple were distinct from the mob ; they were there from observa- 
tion ; he could have spoken to a person without my seeing it. 

George Barton examined.— I am an ironmonger in Nelson- 
street ; 1 was on the swivel bridge with Davis and the last witness 
on the Sunday ; I went up to Davis, and said, this was dreadful 
work, and he said it was; I saw the flae put up just before I 
got there ; Davis said it was an infernal sname such a lot of 
thieves should be set at liberty ; I have known him 10 years; 
bis character is extremely honest and peaceable. 

Cross-examined.— At the time I speak of, he was perfectly 
sober and quiet ; I never saw him more steady ; no one could 
know him better 4 I never saw him much elevated with liquor, 
though 1 have known him so long ; I had not seen the pri- 
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soners let ont ; Davis told rae 40 or 50 had passed ; I canH 
recollect what else was said; 1 did oot move five yards; no 
prisoners passed while I was there ; I left Davis there. 

Re-examined.— Mv intercourse with Davis has been on 
matters of business; 1 never drank with him. 

Mary David examined.— I am landlady of the Ship in Pipe- 
lane ; he was there on the Sunday evening of the fires ; he went 
out about half-past 9 ; he had been there as I understand an 
hour ; when he went out was the first time I saw him. 

ReecejBlias examined. — lam a tailor, No. 6, Stephen-street; 
on Sunday SOth Oct. I overtook the prisoner on the other side 
of the drawbridge, about 8 o*clock in the evening ; we walked 
together to College-green on the College side ; we heard a 
great deal of beating and bangiug about in the direction of the 
palace ; I proposed to go into the lower green to see what was 
going on, and Mr. Davis said, you had better not; I remained 
there nearly a quarter of an hour ; we came back towards the 
draw-bridge ; I stopt at Denmark -street and lost sight of him ; 
I staid to talk about a fire. 

Cross-examined. — I think I was in the College-green abont 
a quarter of an hour ; the fire I mentioned was at Lawford*s 
gate ; Davis appeared to be compos mentis ; he advised me not 
to go to see the riot, lest 1 should be taken for one of the mob. 

John Hood examined.-»I am the manager of Williams's 
brewery ; saw Davis near the Custom-house when it was fired; 
I was walking through the Square ; I requested persons whom 
I knew to assemble at the Exchange to repress the riot ; 1 asked 
Davis to be one of them ; he said he would ; I went on for the 
same purpose, and thence to the Exchange ; there were about 
10 or 12 there, but no leader ; Davis was regretting what had 
occurred when I saw him ; I have known him 15 years ; always 
considered him a respectable man ; when he was in liquor he 
was a little noisy. 

Cross-examined.— Davis was not one of the 10 or 18 I saw on 
the Exchange; it is easy to distinguish when he was in liquor; 
when I saw III m I thought he had been tipsy but was recover- 
ing ; he talked rationally ; his countenance was distorted as if 
he had been drunk ; this was the only time on that day that I 
saw him ; it was not quite three on Monday morning when I 
saw him. 

Re-examined.— -Many whom I asked to come to the Exchange 
did not come. 

John B. Harwood examined. — ^I am a wholesale grocer ; have 
known the prisoner three years ; I live close to him and know 
a good deal of him ; he is honest, and exceedingly benevolent to 
the poor. 

John Fry examined.— I am a woollen draper on the Quay ; 
have known prisoner 8 vearsas an honest ana peaceable man. 

John Bland examined.— I live in Broadmead ; have known 
him for 6 or 7 years as an honest upright roan. 

T. Barrington examined. — I knew nim 20 years ago ; he had 
a very ftir character. 
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Mr. Fbke, grocer, examined. — I have known him well seven 
years ; hts general conduct is that of an honest, industrious, 
peaceable man ; I haye seen him much excited by liquor ; at 
other times very peaceable. 

The evidence was brought to a close at six o'clock, and the 
Lord Chief Justice immediately began to snm up. He remark- 
ed, with regard to variations in times spoken to by witnesses, 
it was always liable to uncertainty, and Knowing this, the Jury 
would take into their consideration the contiguity of places, 
and the possibility of the prisoner*s being at the dinerent places 
sworn to, aKhongh there existed a variation in the testimony of 
some of the witnesses with respect to the precise time. After 
commenting upon the evidence in an address of two hours dura- 
tion, his Lordship left it to the Jury to say whether on the 
evidence the prisoner was not instigating and acting in concur- 
rence with the mob, in the firing of the gaol, although his own 
hand did not commit the violence. Whatever was their verdict, 
thev were bound to, discharge their duty between their country 
and the prisoner. 

The Jury retired soon after eight o^clock, and at 9 returned 
into Court. A solemn silence prevailed while the officer de- 
manded their verdict, which was that of *< GuUty.*^ The pri- 
soner heard it with no apparent emotion, and was immediately 
taken from the bar. 



FIRING THE CITY GAOL. 

fFiUiam Clarke^ Patrick Kearney^ Jame$ fFiUiams^ Daniel 
^^gg^t jratne« Courtney ^ and John Mecay^ were indicted for 
destroying the Gaol. 

The Attorney General in his address to the Jury, said it 
would be provel that the prisoners bad riotously ana tumul- 
tuously assembled together, to the disturbance of the public 
peace ; that they were parading the town about noon on Sunday 
the SOtb October, in tne most riotous and disorderly manner ; 
that after destroying the bridewell by fire, thev proceeded to 
the public gaol, and whether for the purpose of fiberating the 
persons there confined, or whether with a view to the general 
destruction of property, he was unable to determine, but it 
would be proved that they broke into the gaol^ and set fire to 
several parts of it. 

William Stretton, task-master at the gaol, was the first wit- 
ness examined. He described the breaking open of the gaol 
with sledge-hammers and wedges, and stated that Courtney was 
one of the men who assisted to throw the prison van into the 
river; when witness left the gaol, about two hours aft^rthe 
first assault, he saw Clarke going towards the gaol with an iron 
baron his shoulder; he was walking steadily, and shook hit 
head at witness as he passed him. 

W. H. Selroan deposed that he saw the mob hammering at 
the gates ; saw Clarke and Kearney there ; Clarke had some- 
thing in his hand, and was striking at the lower part of the 

R 
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larffe door ; saw aa entrance made, the doors thrown open, 
and the mob rush in $ remembered the soldiers coming t had 
known Clarke six years ; saw Kearney in the mob goinz to the 
bridewell between one and half-past one : they were conducting 
themselves riotously, and a ereat number of them had iron 
bars and hammers; believed Kearney had an iron bar; the next 
time witness saw Kearney was at the gaol ; he had an iron bar, 
swinging it about, and he struck the door of the gaol with it ; 
the mob were shouting tremendously at the time, before and 
after the soldiers came. 

Cross-examined.— Would swear that Clarke knocked at the 
door before there was a fire in the gaol ; it was about 4 o'clock 
or a little after it, when he first saw him; it was before the 
-soldiers came ; the prisoners were all liberated before witness 
saw any fire. 

John Phillips, one of the turnkeys at the gaol, deposed that 
about half an hour after the mob entered, Clarke walked in 
with an iron bar on his shoulder, and went towards the gover- 
nor's dwelling. The governor's house was on fire about twenty 
minutes after the mob broke the iron gates. It had been 
burning about ten minutes when Clarke came in : he went up 
the steps to governor's house ; saw him again about an hour 
afterwards ; lie was then coming down the flight of steps lead- 
ing from the lodge into the yard. The prisoners had been let 
loose before witness saw him the first time. At the second time 
he said to the mob—-'* Come on, comrades." Some then went 
away with him. Whilst he was there the mob were breaking 
locks, destroying furniture, &c. 

Cross-examined.— Could see the mob distinctly from the 
wicket ; if Clarke had been one of the mob battering the gates 
witness could not have failed of seeing him. — Did not see Kear- 
ney there. When witness first saw Clarke he walked in from 
the road. Did not observe that he was at all affected with 
li^or. 

James Edwin Carver, who was a prisoner for debt at the time 
of the riots, was sworn, and stated that in consequence of sub- 
sequent illness his memory was impaired. The last thing he 
could distinctly charge his memory with, was seeing Clarke 
strike at the iron ffates(in the prison yard) with a sledgehammer. 

Cross-examinea. — My memory is in such a confused state, 
that I cannot venture positively to swear to any one circum- 
stance. — I imagined I saw Clarke there, but I cannot speak 
positively with certainty. 

A. Shapcott deposed that he was a prisoner for debt on the 
SOth Oct. and saw the mob come into the yard with bars and 
sledge hammers ; saw Clarke there some time after the breaking 
in or the outer gates ; Clarke had his hands in his pockets ; 
heard him say to the mob, *' come here,", or '* come there." 

Cross-examined.— Did not see Clarke commit any violence. 

Re-examined. — It was an hour and half after the attack before 
they effected an entrance ; it was some time after the entry of 
the mob that witness saw Clarke. 
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John Page, ferryman, deposed Ihat when the mob came to 
the e^aol he was on the other side of the river ; there was a staff 
on the ffaol lodge with a vane ; saw a roan dlide down the staff 
—not Clarke — ^but Clarke unshipped the staff and threw it 
among the mob, after tbej had entered the gaol ; Clarke had 
passed over the ferry in witnesses boat about 10 o'clock in the 
morning, and also at a quarter before twelve. 

James Wyatt was a collector of tolls at PrinceVstreet bridge 
on 30th Oct. ; a mob of persons passed over the bridge towards 
the prison soon after 2 o*cIock, with bars like railing, and 
bluo^eons \ Clarke was with them, and had some kind of bar 
on his shoulder ; it was bent ; he said as he went by, they would 
have liberty; the mob were huzzaing; they said they were 
goins to the gaol, and that witness must make ready for them. 
For they were coming back to him ; this was said by many of 
the people ; some ot the mob did come back again. 

James Cross deposed that he was at the Horse and Jockey in 
Limekiln-lane about l^ o'clock at night on the 30th Oct. when 
Clarke came in with 4 or 5 men; they had iron crow-bars; 
Clarke pulled 3 or 4 keys out of his pocket, and said they were 
the keys of the gaol, and holding up one of them he said it was 
the master-key, and that every gaol in England would be 
opened in less than a fortnight. 

This evidence was confirmed by R. H. Trickey. 

James Moss deposed that he saw Clarke beating bridewell 
door with a sledge hammer ; he had before seen Clarke leave 
Queen-square with the mob. 

Harriet Vowles, servant to Mr. Whittington, Britannia 
Tavern, All Saints^-street, deposed that her master's house is 
near the bridewell ; that gentleman (pointing out Clarke) came 
there between 1 and 9 o*cl«ck on the Sunday of the riots, with 
about 20 other persons or less; witness did not know any of tho 
other gentlemen ; Clarke had nothing with him ; he came again 
at about 5 o'clock, and had then an iron bar on his shoulder ; 
he swung the iron bar round him, and desired the mob to fol- 
low him; did not hear him mention any place ; had not heard 
that any thing particular had happened, except that bridewell 
was burnt and the prisoners let out; heard Clarke say that 
some had hopped out, and he would have more out; this was 
shortly after bridewell was on fire ; heard several of them say 
they had let the prisoners out of bridewell ; this was the first 
time they <;ame. 

Thomas Whittington, master of the last witness, corroborat- 
ed her evidence. 

Mary Ann Sboebum, servant to Mr. Gully, Nicholas-street, 
deposed that on 30th Oct., about half-past eight in the evening 
Clarke came to her master's house with 4 or 5 other persons, 
and bad beer ; Clarke shewed a bunch of keys, and said they 
belonged to Lawford's-gate prison ; he had some bacon, and 
said it was some of Mr. Humphries,' (the Governor of the 
City Prison.) 

James Rouse ; kept the Boar's Head ; on the 30th October, 

r2 
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aboot half-past 1 1 at night, Clarke came to witne9s*s house and 
7 or 8 persoas With him i 9 or 3 had crow-bars ; Clarke said he 
bad been and broken open the three prisons; he had an iron 
bar, 6 or 6 feet long, a little bent % he said be and his few boys 
had burnt the Bishop's palace, and that he had done a good 
day*s work so far. 

Cros8-ezamined.--*Clarke Was a eood deal intoxicated. 

Margaret Flynn, senrant to Mr« Humphries, the governor of 
the gaol, deposed to some provisions having been stolen by the 
tnob-Hi ham and part of anotherk--also a leg of pork. 

John Wise heard Clarke say to the mob who were bomibg 
the Custom-houie, *'' come on, come on.'* 

Thomas Austin, watchmaker, deposed that he saw Clarke in 
the Square between 9 and 3 on Monday morning, telling the 
mob to come on ; he had dishes and bottles under his arm. 

William Perry, constable, deposed to the apprehension of 
Clarke at Liverpool on the 6th November. Mr. Harmer 
accorananied witness. 

William Humphries, governor of the gaol, described the 
attack of the mob, and stated that he had a master-key and 
three common ones, which he kept locked up in his desk ; they 
were lost in the riot $ one of the keys was lai^er than the rest. 

Wra. Woodman, saw Clarke in Queen-si^uare about two 
o'clock on the Monday morning, with books in his hand. 

Wm. Lowe, saw CTlarke in Qneen^square on the Monday 
morning about S o'clock with dishes under his arm; Clarke 
saw and recognized witness ; Clarke said ** hurrah^ come along 
my boys," or some such thing. 

Cross-ezamin^.— >Clarke was far from sober; witness had 
seen him rather rough after he had been drinkine-^in almost a 
deranged state-^more excited than men generally are when in 
liquor. Witness knew Clarke to be an honest man and a 
peaceable citizen. 

This being understood to be the whole of the case as affecting 
Clarke, Mr. SiitTii, the Counsel fbr the prisoner, observed that 
he had beeh not a little embarrassed by the indictment compre- 
hending so many prisoners, and the evidence embracing so 
many different times and circumstances. He wished to know 
from the Court if he might be allowed now to call evidence in 
favour of Clarke* 

The Court decided that the whole of the case for this prose- 
cution should first be closed. 

William Devon (a boy about 10 years of age) was then called. 
He deposed that he was at the gaol on the Sunday afternoon ; 
was there till it was set fire to ; a man very much like FmiHek 
Keamejf asked Witness to go and fetch Sokne straw for him, 
where the others went; got the stmw and j^ve it to the man, 
who strewed it on the floor and set fire to it; he took a tin out 
6f his pocket, with stuff in it, and noured some of the tmtpt 
over the stimw; Was not qvite sure tmit Kearney was the man, 
but if it was not, he was very much like him. 
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CiMs. Salter and W. Appleby deposed to having seen Kearney 
breaking the governor's furniture while the house was on fire. 

John Berry deposed that he knew the prisoner Jn$, WUHams^ 
who is a native of Keynshanii saw a great number of persons 
at the gaol on the 90th Oct. breaking the things to pieces, with 
bars ; saw Williams hit a door once, bn t does not know whether 
he broke it in. 

Cross-examined. — All the firing had taken place before 
'Williams came. 

James Pitman, blacksmith at Keynsbam, deposed that he saw 
Williams at the gaol while the governor*^ house was on fire ; 
he bad something in his hand alK>ut three feet long and } of an 
inch square. 

Cross-examined. — Did not see Williams commit any violence. 

The evidence of several witnesses was then taken as to the 
finding of stolen property, belonging to the gaol, at the house 
of Williams's mother at Keynsbam. 

Charles Cressy witnessed the assault at the gaoh saw the 
prisoner, Daniel Higgs^ employed in the riotsj saw him take a 
crow bar from a boy and strike the gate \ saw him hustling the 
people and trying to pick pockets; saw him heaping wood 
against the gates to increoee the fires ; it was tables and chairs ; 
this was between 6 and 8 o'clock. 

J.King, jun. of Clare-street, was in Broad-street between 2 
and 3 o'clock on Sunday the SOth of October, and saw Higgs 
at the head of the mob coming from bridewell; he was shout- 
ing, and saying they were going to break open Uie gaol. 

Thomas Watson, sight constable, deposed to having seen 
Meeajf assisting to break open the gaol door. 

John Williams deposed that on the Sunday he saw a mob at 
the smith's shop near the prison ; some of them had crow bars ; 
th^ forced the doors open, and he saw Mecay bring out a 
sledge hammer ; this was about a quarter past two o'clock ; 
Mecay then went with the rest of the mob to the gaol, where 
witness saw him hammer at the gates ; after the ^ates were beat 
in Mec^ assisted to drive the gaol van into the water ; saw 
Mecay fling a sledge hammer at the last witness (Watson) ; saw 
a portrait of the governor brought out; Mecay kicked a hole 
thniu^h the picture, and threw it into the water. 

This was tne case for the Crown. 

Mr. Palmer, Counsel for the prisoner Clarke, submitted to the 
Courtthat Clarke must be acquitted; the indictment charged 
him with felony, but if he had been proved guilty of any crime, 
it was of high treason, into which the felony had merged. 
There had been evidence given of Clarke's intention to destroy 
all the eaols in the kingdom ; that Clarke had not only assisted 
in the demolition of allthe gaols in Bristol, together with the 
Bishop's palace, bnt that he had declared that in a fortnight 
all the nols in the kingdom should be destroyed. This, he 
(Mr. Pumer) contended, was an overt ad of treason, and came 
within the qiiestiott of a constructive levying of war against the 
Kinp. The learned Connsel cited cases in support of his ob* 
jection, which was ultimately overruled. 
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Several witnesses were called ia favor of Clarke, among 
whom wa9 his mother. They deposed that the prisoner met 
with an accident in his head some years since, while engaged 
in his business as a sawyer, and that he had since been subject 
to fits of derangement ; he became violent with a small quan- 
tity of liquor. An aUbi was also attempted to be shewn as 
regarded several of the periods spoken to by the witnesses for 
the prosecution. 

The other prisoners also called witnesses ; and on the part of 
Courtney an alibi was set up. 

The Attorh by-Gen BkAL obtained leave to call additional 
witnesses for the further identification of Courtney, in conse- 
quence of the alibi which had been sworn to in his behalf. 

James Racker stated that he was a tide-waiter at the Custom- 
house ; saw Courtney coming from the gaol on the Sunday 
evening $ at the toll-gates on PrinceVstreet bridge, and after- 
wards at the Mansion-house ; saw him in an underground cellar 
at the back part of the Mansion-house, with a ianthorn in his 
hand ; he was afterwards in front of the Mansion-house with the 
Ianthorn and a piece of old iron in his left hand, and a stick in 
his right. Saw him beating in some of the windows in Queen- 
square; he was cursing at the time ; witness had a full opportu- 
nity of seeing his features, and was certain of his identity. 

'William Cross, stationer, in Wine-street, was in tibe square, 
near the Mansion-house, on the evening of the fire ; saw Court- 
ney there from half-past 8 till 9 o'clock, ^exactly opposite the 
front door ; the Mansion-house was not then on fire ; he (Court- 
ney) was in company with another man, and said, apparently 
under much excitement, ** D— n my eyes, what haven't you set 
fire to it after all ?" Witness had no doubt whatever of his 
being the man. 

The Court then adjourned, and the Lord Chief Justice 
ordered the Jury to be detained all night, and to be provided 
with accommodations and refreshments. 

On the following morning the Lord Chief Justice read and 
commented on the evidence, which occupied above three hours. 

The Jury retired at a quarter to two o'clock, and at five, 
returned into Court, when they pronounced Clarke, Kearney, 
Higgs, Courtney, and Mecay, Guilly. Williams, Not Guili^^. 



BURNING OF THE BRIDEWELL. 

• • • . 

ffm. Clarke y Patrick Kearney ^ Matthew fVarry^ John Taweli, 
and ffm, Osgood^ were charged with riotously assembling, and 
demolishing the City Bridewell. 

The Attormcy-Gembral, in stating an outline of the evidence, 
said,— Gentlemen of the Jury, you are probably aware that the 
building laid in the indictment against the prisoners, consists of 
two compartments, viz. the house in which the governor resides, 
the other part termed the prison ; but the whole forms one build- 
ing, connected by two arched walls, and the way between is 
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Srivate property, open to the public as a thoroughfare, it is true, 
uriDg certain hours of the day, but closed at night, bv means 
of large folding doors in the archway of either wall. Three or 
four persons had been confined in this building, for tumultuous 
behaviour, on Saturday Oct. 29th ; and it was probably from 
this circumstance that the mob was induced to attack the bride- 
well, for the purpose of liberating those prisoners who were 
confined in it. That the prison was attacked for the purpose of 
effecting its destruction, is evidenced by the fact, that from the 
time of the first assault the violence was continued until the 
original design was completed. It appears that Clarke was 
actually employed in the destruction of the building. With 
respect to this prisoner, we have thought it to be our duty to 
make the most active inquiries with regard to his conduct, and 
the result has been, that we cannot find, and we do not believe, 
that he was originally concerned in the late disturbances ; and 
we have no doubt that he first became connected with the 
rioters by joining them on the Sunday morning, without having 
any previous intention of so doing ; and his case forms a strikin? 
example of the danger of coming in contact with large and 
tumultuous assemblages ; all the bad passions of a man are sud- 
denly called into action the moment he finds himself united 
with such a body acting with impunity; and,, accordinHy, we 
find the prisoner, without any palpable previous intention, no 
sooner becomes so connected, that we see nim actively employed 
in the destruction of property. We have been told that the 
intellect of this man is affected when he is in liquor by a mis- 
fortune which he has received in his head; but you, gentlemen, 
will at once see the necessity for a person of that description to 
be more careful of that which hurries him into such excesses. 
We shall show that Kearney was extremely active in the attack 
at the Bridewell. It appears that his business is that of a 
hawker — an itinerant vender of linen-drapery, and, as such, he 
must be a man possessed of some little property. The effect of 
such a man going among a mob, must be most mischievous, 
because it tends to hold out encouragement to the most depraved 
portion of society, by lending to it the countenance of those who 
are somewhat higher in the scale of society than themselves The 

Erisoner, Warry, is a journeyman baker; he is a little man, 
ut it does not require great size or great strength for com- 
mitting acts of violence. The other prisoners will be found to 
to be more or less implicated in the transaction. We consider 
the various acts of violence which took place from the Satur- 
day to the Monday, as forming one transaction, and it will not 
be necessary to show that each individual implicated commenced 
at the very outset of the disturbance, if it be proved that at one 
period or other he joined the mob with a knowledge of its inten- 
tions. Neither are we under the necessity of requesting you to 
consider too minutely whether the persons implicated were 
themselves actually engaged in the destruction, if they formed 
part of a mob so employed ; for no man can be wilfully present, 
and form partofsach a mob, without encouraging it by his 
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presence — without giviag it that iqipearance of streDgth wbich, 
of itself, holds out the capability of its offering ao effectual 
resistance to any attempt to put it down, and dtttroys the very 
hope of suppressing it in the minds of the well-dispoMd part of 
the community. For the same reasons, the encouraginf^ a mob 
by shouts unquestionably amounts to the taking an active part 
in the proceedings. You, gentlemen, will have it in the evi- 
dence which will be tendered to you by Mr. Evans, the governor, 
that, on Sunday the 30th Oct., a riotous and tumultnous assem- 
bly assailed that building with violence $ that'on their approach 
the gates were closed upon them by him and his assistants: that 
the entrance of the mob into the space between was reststed 
until the violent pressure from without compelled those who 
were within to give wav to it. He will tell you that he then 
defended his house witn a blunderbuss, and kept them at bay 
for a considerable time, until the terror of his wife and family, 
and his anxiety for their safety, induced him to come to a parley 
with the mob, and to give them up the key of the prison, in 
order to allow the persons in his dwelling^-honse time for eacap • 
ing : that, in fact, they did escape, at the imminent risk of their 
lives, through a skylight in the roof of the house. That the 
mob then liberated the prisoners ; forced their way into his dvrel- 
line-house, and (iroceeded in their work of demolition ; so that 
on Monday mominehe found the whole of the building in ruins. 

Witnesses were then called in support of the charge. Their 
evidence detailed the proceedings of the mob in the attack on 
the Bridewell, and the extent to which the prisoners assisted. 
Much of the proof gainst Clarke was the same as was addnced 
on his trial for firine the Gaol. 

The Jury returned a verdict of Guilty against Clarke, Towell, 
Warry, and Kearney ; and acquitted Osgood. 



BURNING OF THE BISHOP's PALACE. 

l%oma$ Evttn$ Bendall and Jama Sim$ were charged with 
having feloniously assembled, with divers other persons, to the 
disturbance of tiie public peace, and destroyed by fire a certain 
dwellin2*house, belonging to the Lord Bishop of Bristol. 

The Attornby-Gbnbraii stated the case to the Jury, and 
called the following witnesses : — 

William Jones examined.— I was a servant of the Bishop 
of Bristol in October last ; about eight o*clock on Sunday 
evening, the 30th October, some persons broke into the Palitce { 
they nrst broke open the iron gates in front of the Palace 
with sledge hammers $ there were nearly 100 persons in the mob, 
including boys and men % one man had a crow bar, with vrhich 
they forced tne palace door ; there was a mat shouting vrhen it 
was opened ; the first thing I saw demolished was a sideboard 
and a glass lamp ; I heard one man say ** Strike away T'some of 
the si^ windows of the palace look into the front yard, through 
which I escaped to the church-yard, and from thence I went to 
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the door of the palace, wbero I waited until the soldiers came 
up i I heard a great noise inside the palace ; sorae of the mob 
were destroy in? the furniture, whilst others were going away 
with property belonzing to the Bishop $ after the mob had dis- 
persed, I went into &e palace and found four beds on fire $ the 
ticking was cut and fire put inside ; the mob returned about 
half an hour after this in considerable numbers % they were armed 
with hammers and iron bars ; I offered resistance to them, and 
they threw iron bars at my head, but I again effected my escape 
to the church-yard ; I again went round to the front of the 

Salace, and shortly afterwards the whole of the building was in 
ames $ I saw burnt books in the chapel ; there was a man inside 
handing some things through the windows, and they were 
brought into the church-yard and thrown into the palace, which 
was in flames ; I remained in the chorch*yard until five o'clock 
in the morning ; the whole of the palace and its furniture was 
completely destroyed $ I saw the prisoner, Bendall, handing out 
the bookstand otherwise busily engaged in the work of destruc- 
tion for an hour and a half; there was a great number of persons, 
besides the prisoners, who took an active part. 

Cro6S-ezamined.-^I did not see the prisoner when the mob 
attacked the palace ; the first time I saw him was when he was 
bandinff out the books from the chapel ; after the mob had 
bnrnt the books they destroyed the book-shelves ; there were at 
least ten or twelve employed in destroying the books $ I saw the 
prisoner hand out several of the books $ I also saw him receive 
some others from persons apparently dressed as gentlemen. 

H.W. Fedden examined.-*! was presentdoringthe ereater part 
of the time the palace was in flames ; I have known the prisoner 
Bendall for some time i on the night of the fire I saw him seve- 
ral times receive books from different people, which he took 
and threw into the flames of the palace. 

Cross-examined.— I did not know the prisoner by name, but 
very well personally ; I have seen him before with a petition in 
his hand. 

Mr. PALKsa.— A petition — what do yon mean, a begging 
petition ? 

Witness.— Oh, no, sir $ a Reform petition. 

Mr. Palhbb.-«-I suppose you are not a reformer. 

Witnes4.— .1 am neiiher one side or the other. 

David Phillips corroborated the evidence of the last witness; 
he was confident that Bendall was there $ witness saw him destroy 
some books, and afterwards accompanied him to Queen-square^ 
and saw him destroy some furniture. 

John Otton examined.— >I took the prisoner into custody on 
the Tuesday following the fires % he had tape round his hat and 
arm, and a constable's staff; I asked him why he wore the tape, 
and he said he belonged to the ** Union," and had 48. a-week 
allowed him ; he never said any thing about the palace. 

John Robins examined. — I am a labourer at the coal works ; 
I know the prisoner Sims; on the Sunday night I went to the 
Bishop's palace, about eight o*clock ; saw several persons there ; 
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Sims had a stick or a bar ; he was in the bnrial ground at the 
Chapter-house window ; the windows of the palace opposite the 
Chapter-honse were out, and the fire was blazing in the palace ; 
i saw Sims break the windows of the Chapter-house with a crow 
bar or bludgeon i saw many books handed out at the windows, 
and thrown towards the fire ; I was there about ten minutes, 
and when the mob came I went away ; one of them had a 
candle « I said to Sims ** you are hard at it;" saw Sims in Red- 
cliff street an hour and half afterwards ; he said he could have 
got tea pounds or had lost ten pounds ; Stern was with me ; we 
did not stop ; Sims had nothing in his hand. 

Charles Stern examined. — I was at the palace on the Sunday 
night, about half-past ten ; saw a roan breaking the windows 
with a sort of bludgeon ; saw books and papers thrown out ; on 
our return home Robins and 1 met a roan in Redcliff-street ; 
Robins said to him» when he was breaking the window, '* Jem, 
you are going it, mv boy," but I did not hear what the roan said 
to Robins; he said be had ten pounds taken from him. 

Arthur Kelsy examined.-^I am a corn and flour factor 9 on 
the Saturday 1 was in Queen-square about one o'clock, when 
Sir Charles WetherelPs carriage arrived at the Mansion-house 
door ; the people were very noisy ; I know the prisoner Bendall ; 
he was there, and had a stone in his hand, which he threw at the 
carriage ; a number of stones were thrown. 

The Lord Chief Justice said this evidence did not affect the 
charge in the indictment. 

The AtTOENBY-Giiif ERAL and Mr. Serjeant Wilde said, the 
object was to show continuous acts of riot by the prisoner at 
the bar. 

Their Lordships concurred in opinion that the distance be- 
tween the two periods was too great to trace such a continuity. 

This closed the case for the Crown, and the prisoners declined 
saying any thing in their defence. 

Several witnesses were called in behalf of Bendall, and ex- 
amined by Mr. Payne, his Counsel. Their evidence went to 
prove that he was a boy of weak mind. 

Mr. Justice Bosanqubt recapitulated the evidence ; in the 
course of which he observed, with regard to the defence that 
the prisoner Bendall was not in such a state of mind as to be 
responsible for his actions, the evidence ou^ht to be clearly 
and narrowly watched, and as the boy had relations in Bristol 
they ouffht to have been called. The law had provided that if 
a Jury round that a prisoner had committed the act imputed to 
him, and that he was not in such a state of mind as to be respon- 
sible for his actions, they should return a special verdict to that 
effect, and it was left to the Crown to determine on the disposal 
of the prisoner; but it must be borne in mind, that if he is 
capable of discriminating between right and wrong, he is to be 
considered responsible for his actions. 

The Jury retired, and in about half an hour brought in a 
verdict of GuUty against both prisoners. 
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FIRING HOUSES IN QUEEN-SQUARE. 

Joseph Kayes was indicted for destroying the house of G. Bull. 
The case having been stated by the Attorn BV-GfiKERAL, 

Mr. Charles Bull was examined. — Ijived in Queen-square ; his 
house was burnt on the Sunday night of the riots ; his family 
were obliged to leave the house about half-past twelve *, some 
of the furniture was destroyed, and some taken away. 

Isaac Bull examined. — Is the son of the last witness. Was 
in the house when it was attacked ; there was a considerable 
number of persons round the house at the time ; there were 
other houses on fire $ was attempting to save the property ; saw 
the prisoner in the court-yard, with several otners; he was 
doing nothing then ; came back again in about five minutes, 
and saw him in the hall; witness was driven out by the mob; 
saw the house on fire from a window in Princess street, about 
ten minutes after ; the house was on the north side of the 
Square ; the first in the Square, and the fourth from Prince's- 
street ; knew the prisoner by sight before. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Payhf., who appeared for the pri- 
soner.— Had seen Kayes driving a gentleman about the city ; 
began movine the furniture about 10 ; had not removed all by 
the time the nouse was attacked ; the mob allowed him to pass 
with a little pushing ; left his mother, brother, sister, and a 
little girl, in the house, when he first saw the prisoner ; the 
windows had been beaten in in the front parlours about half an 
hour before ; bad a chair and some stair carpets in his hands ; 
on his returning the second time, the house was full, and the 
prisoner was in the hall, near the door ; had some difficulty in 
goinj^ up stairs. 

William Bull, another son of Mr. C. Bull, also proved the 
prisoner to have been among the mob. 

Joseph Quarman examined.— Is a turner ; had known Kayes 
for two years ; saw him between one and two on the morning 
of the 31st October, in the house adjoining Mr. Miles's count- 
ing-house, on the side nearest to Princess-street ; witness was. 
standing on the footpath of the Square, opposite the house;' 
saw him through the window; there were otners in the room 
at the same time ; saw him from ihree to four times in and 
out of the room ; the house had been stripped ol furniture, 
and the next house gutted ; Mr. Miles's counting-house was 
then completely in a blaze ; witness saw a piece of timber in 
a charred state taken up by some persons, and a light procured 
from it ; saw the prisoner soon after stooping once or twice to 
the same piece of timber, as if he were doing the same thing ; 
it was lying by the fire-place on the floor ; saw the prisoner after- 
wards leaving the room ; believes he was the last who left it ; 
saw no one in it afterwards ; the room was in a complete blaze 
in about three minutes ; the windows had been completely 
broken, and the sashes demolished, before witness saw prisoner. 

Cross-examined. — Went into the Square between twelve and 
one ; Mr. Lcman's house was then nearly down, and the Custom- 
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honse in a blaze ; did not stand opposite Mr. BalFshonse at all ; 
stood opposite the house in which he saw the prisoner, adjoining 
Mr. Miles's connting-house ; was not decidedly aware how far 
that is from Mr.Buri*s house. 

Sarah Weeks examined. — Was a servant at No. 40, Queen- 
square, at the time of the fires ; assisted- to remove the property 
about nine ; the Mansion-house was then on fire ; went to and 
fro several times ; there was a great crowd about the house 
between two and three $ her master^s honse is on the back of 
Prince's street, and is one of the two still remaining on that 
side; Miss James's house is on the opposite side of the avenue ; 
saw the prisoner in the kitchen of that house; he came over to 
her master^s house ; witness was knocking at the door, and he 
came to her ; Miss James's house was on nre when the prisoner 
came out of it ; he had a hat under his arm, and a spit in his 
hand ; he said to witness, '' — - your heart, if you go in, 1*11 kill 
you;*' he then went in front of Miss James's house, and looked 
up ; be then went into Miss James's kitchen ; witness was gotag 
into Prince's street again, to where her master's furniture was, 
and passing by Miss Jaroes*s door, she stopped there and looked 
into the kitchen ; the door was open ; saw the prisoner in the 
kitchen ; did not see any one else there ; saw him take some- 
thing out of his hat and fling it round the kitchen ; did not see 
what it was ; saw a mob before her master^ house ; saw the 

Erisoner give something out of his hat to a boy ; this was before 
e went into Miss James's kitchen. 

Martha Davis examined. — ^Was in the service of Mr. William 
Cross ; his house was demolished by fire ; Mr. Bull's house, the 
next door but one from her master's, was demolished in the 
same manner ; saw the prisoner in the court of her master^s 
bouse, with a man in a long coat ; witness went to them, one of 
them said to the other, '' pull the bell ;" witness said, " it's no 
good to pull the bell, for there is no one there;** they said, 
** what do you know about it ?'* witness said, '^1 am Mr. Cross's 
servant," and the prisoner replied, *•* we are Mr. Cross's friends ;** 
witness said, ** you are no friend, but one of the rioters «" the 
prisoner then asked for the key, and witness told him she had 
none, and went to fetch her master ; one of them pushed her and 
told her to stand on one side ; believes it was the prisoner ; and 
thinks her master came in about five minutes after ; they were 
not then there ; could swear to the prisoner as plain as to her 
own master ; believes it was between twelve to one, or from that 
to two in the morning ; Mr. Bull*8 house was fired before her 
master's. 

Cross-examined. — ^BulKs house was not then consamed ; thinks 
the roof had not fallen in ; the honse adjoinin? Mr. Miles's was 
then burning, but could not say if the roof had fiUlen ; the up- 
stair part of the honse was burning at that time ; there was a 
great number of people present, about two thousand, and very 
thick about the premises; could distinctly seethe prisoner ; had 
seen the prisoner the same day in the Square ; believes he was 
walking about nearlv the whole of the day. 
This was the case for the prosecution. 
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The prisoaer called witoesses to prove an alibi. 

Mr, justice Bosanqcst then summed up the evidence i at the 
conclusion of which, the prisoner expre«Bod a wish to address 
the Jury ;and, on being permitted, he said that all the witnesses 
had sworn to him within one half hour, and he must have been 
a very active roan to have done it all in that time. He was 
sworn to by no one but persons whom Mr. Bull and bis son had 
brought to the prison for that purpose, and it was all a spite 
and a grudge. 

The Jury found him Cuiliy. 

The witness, Martha Davis, was here called ; and the Chief 
Justice said he thought it proper to inform her that, in conse- 
quence of her extraordinary courage, he had ordered her a 
reward of i^lO. The order on the Sherifis was then handed to 
her ; and she curtsied and retired. 

Thomai Gregory^ Cornelius Siekey^ and James SnooJe^ were 
indicted for destroying the house of William Strong, The 
prisoners pleaded Mot Guilty. 

The Attorhey-Gbneral said— Gentlemen of the Jury— We 
find it impossible to separate this case from other acts of violence 
which were perpetrated upon the same night, because it appears 
that every thing which was done — every act tiiat was coraroilted 
was but in furtherance of one common cause ; and the violence 
that commenced with the Mansion-house was continued along 
the whole line of the buildings nntil all was destroyed. Gentle- 
men of the Jury, you are perfectly aware that, on the Saturday 
of the 89th, the Recorder of tiiis city was assailed, when in 
the discharge of his duty, by a mob, for the atrocious purpose 
of doing him some bodily injury. You well know that the vio- 
lence was continued dnrmg his pron-ess to this place, and that 
the same conduct was pursued at the Mansion-house, and that 
ultimately the house of the Chief Magistrate was destroyed. 
There wasnoj|nirt ofthe following day, when the most respectable 
partsof the city were not exposed to the outrages of a ruffian 
mob, effecting mischief to individuals, mischief to property, 
and mischief to the public. We have heard that both prisons 
and the Bishop*s palace were destroyed, and we shall find that 
throughout the nay the Square was in the possession of the 
mob, meditating, and sometimes avowing, tneir intentions of 
destroyitig it. After the firing of the Mansion-house, the 
flames were rapidly spread throughout the whole line of building 
to the Custom-house, and then it was that the prisoner Ore- 

fory apoeared in the Avenue adjoining, with a crow-bar upon 
is shoulder, and proceeded to the house of Mr. Strong. You 
may well suppose. Gentlemen, that, witnessing tlie acts of 
that night, the inhabitants retired, taking with them all the 
property thev conld, and leaving the walls of the house to 
their fate. It will be shewn, that the prisoner Gregory went 
into the house with a lighted torch in his hand, foruie express 
purpose of effecting its destruction— that he left it with the 
torcn still in his hand — that, shortly after his so quitting it, the 
home was in flames, and that he was afterwards seen with pro- 
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perty ia bis possession. There can then be no doubt of the 
intention of this prisoner in beinj^ present at the scene of vio- 
lence. He went there for the purpose of effecting the ruin of a 
respectable family — for the purpose of pocketing a share of the 
plunder. With respect to Snook, a name which it appears is 
the one by which he is familiarly known, we shall show that be 
was in the kitchen of the same house, assisting Gregory in the 
work of plunder and demolition ; and for Cornelius Hickey, 
you will have no difficulty in inferring that he also was a co- 
operator with them in furtherance of their guilty intentions. 

The charge was clearly proved by the evidence, and the Jury 
returned a verdict of Guilty against all the prisoners. 

fFilHam Reynolds and Richard Vina weie fonnd Guilty of 
destroying the dwelling-house of the Rev. Charles Buck, in 
Queen-Square. 

SENTENCES OP THE PRISONERS. 

On Thursday the 12lh January, the prisoners who had been 
capitally convicted were brought up to receive sentence. 

Chrittopher Davity ffilliam Clarke, Thomas Gregory^ Richard 
Fines, and Joseph Kayes were first placed at the bar, aad the 
Judges haviuj^ put on their black caps, the usual question was 
put to the prisoners, by the Clerk of the Arraigns, '* what have 
you to say wh) sentence of death should not be pa^ed upon 
vou to die according to law ?" When it came to Kayes* turn, 
he fell down in a strong fit of agony, during which his convulsed 
frame required the restraint of five or six men ; he exclaimed 
** Oh I'm not guilty — Fm not guilty I — Oh my God 1 — my wife ! 
my' children r* By order of the Lord Chief Justice he was 
taken back to the cell below the hall, but for a considerable 
period his ravines were distinctly heard in the Court, and creat* 
ed a great sensation. Several females fainted, & were carried out. 

Gregory continually addressed the Court in broken sentences 
— '* O my dear Lord, I*m innocent — I'm innocent as a child 
unborn — I never was before a gentleman in all my life, nor in 
a prison before— O have mercy upon me, my dear Lord." 

Clarke leaned his head over the rail of the bar apparently 
feeble and exhausted ; and Vines repeatedly implored mercy. 

The Lord Chief Justice addressed the prisoners to the fol- 
lowing effect ;---** Prisoners at the bar, — You have been con- 
victed upon evidence in each particular case, which can leave 
no doubt of your guilt upon any reasonable mind, of crimes 
so deeply affecting the interests, even the very existence of 
human society, that your lives have become justly forfeited to 
the laws of your country. Assembled together with multitudes 
of others, evil doers like yourselves, you have by threats and 
acts of violence, thrown the peaceable and industrious inha- 
bitants of this citv into a state of panic and alarm ; you have 
deprived many of their only jneans of livelihood. You have 
carried fire to public buildings, and to private dwellings, and 
have exposed the property of all to pillage, and the lives of 
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manj to destruciion. Human society cannot be held together 
if crimes like these are not put down bj the strong hand of the 
law. Unless others are deterred from the commission of similar 
enormities by the just severity of your punishment, all that 
makes life valuable to man, the free enjoyment of the fruits of 
his honest industry and protection from personal violence, must 
be altogether given up. The innocent and weak will become 
a prev to the wicked and the strong ; and brutal force will take 
the place of order and of law. What motive could lead you 
to the commission of these crimes, it is impossible from the 
evidence brought before us to judge with any reasonable cer- 
tainty. It was not the pressure of want or misery ; it was no 
grievance, imaginary or real, under which you laboured. I 
tear no other purpose can be assigned that will apply to the 
greater number who shared in these wicked transactions than 
that of giving up this city to the flames, that it might become 
the object ofuniversal pillage. You stand each of you a strik- 
ing and awful example to others of the wickedness which men 
commit, and the misery which inevitably follow it, when 
they throw off the restraint of the laws of God and man, and 
give themselves up to their own unbridled passions. I can only 
pray that your unhappy example may be the means of prevent- 
ing all others from treading in your steps. 

** You, Christopher Davis, are proved to have been present 
at the greater nart of the Uwless acts which have been com- 
mitted within tnis city. You appear to have stood amongst the 
foremost of the multitude in their various acts of devastation. 
They were at once encouraged by your presence and example, 
and excited to further acts of outrage by your violent and in- 
flammatory language. It is, indeed, a grievous and unhappy 
sight — a man, respectable from his age and station in life as 
you appear to be, bringing misery upon his friends, and destruc- 
tion to himsejf, by yielding to the turbulence of his passions. 

** You, William Clarke, have also been proved to have been 
one of the foremost in the work of destruction. By you, a 
violent and tumultuous mob were instigated, and led on to the 
attack, and the destruction of the bridewell and the gaol. 
Your previous condition and habits of life now only serve to 
aggravate your crime beyond that of many others, who were 
induced by your example to the commission of these enormities. 

** You, Thomas Gregorv,* formed part of that riotous mob 
which plundered the oweriing-house of William Strong, and 
are proved to have been one of the persons who actually carried 
into the house the flaming papers by which it was afterwards 
burned to the ground. 

''You, Richard Vines, after you had broken and entered 
into one house with a tumultuous assemblage . of people, are 
proved to have fed the fire, by which it was afterwards destroy- 
ed, with the books and furniture belonging to the owner. You 
are also proved to have called upon the mob to come on ; and 
with sucn unlawful aid you broke into another house, which 
you first assisted in plandering, and consigning it to the flames. 
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Let oic, thefcfoie, sort eMOtlj exhort job all to 
jooneWa Irf cverr oMaos ia yoor oowcr for that great 
avrfal cluage wkica dotlmast axarMly await JOB within a 
dM»rt time. Apply jonfselvcs earacrtlj aad ferveati j to tlie 
Thffoae of Grace, that joa nay eadeavoor to ohtua from Hiin 
who kaows how to reeoacile bmtcj with jaslice, that forpve- 
•em which the laws of maacaaaot ezteod to jchi. Aad aow 
BOthia^ more reamias thao the daty, to me a m«»st paiafol one, 
of preaoaaciar the last senteace of the law — *^ I1iat yoa, and 
every of yoa, he takea heoce to the place from wheece yon 
caane, aad firom theoce to a place of execatioo, where yoa he 
•everall J haiiged bj the aeck natil yoa ate dead ; aod may the 
Lord, la hit iaiaite goodaeas, have mercy oa your gallty 
soots.'* 

Oa the coaclosiea of bis Lordskip^s address, Davis wnni^ 
his haads aad exclaimed—** O my Lord» I hope yoo will have 
Biercy — 1 oeverwas ia aay depredation — I never meddled with 
aay one thingi— I never meddled with the fir es I never drowed 
(threw) a stone or nail— I never was in a gaol before— I hope 
my Lord yoa will have mercy upon me." 

The following prisoners were then ordered to the har to re- 
ceive sentence y-^miriek Kearney^ Dmdel Higg*^ Jawtew C^mri- 
iwy, JokH Afeemy^ Tlwaiet Svmtu BendmU^ JameM Shm9^ Jmkrn 
T0meU^ MaUkgm fFarry^ C&meUu9 Hickey, Jamew Sko^k^ fTm. 
Regnoldt^ G€0rg: AndrewM^ Patrick Bmmeit^ Be^jtmin Broody 
Stephen Ctdrfard^ JliiekMel SnOivan, Timeihy CeiUtu, Henry 
Green, and Ckerlee WWiam; 

The CBixr Josticb proceeded to pronounce sentence on them 
ia the following terms ;— ** Prisoners at the har, after patient 
trials before impartial and intelligeDt juries, each of yon has 
been found guilty of an offence against which the laws of yoor 
country have, for the security of all, decreed the sentence 
of death. You have, with many others who for the present 
have escaped the hands of justice, devoted to plunder and de- 
struction the citj in which you live, — ^the place which had 
afforded to all QtjQu subsistence and protection. Ton have 
reduced parts of it to a stale of ruin and desolation more com- 
plete than anv foreign enemy— unless the m<»st merciless — would 
have inflicted upon it. You have deprived many industrious 
families of their only means of support and subsistence, and 
the blood which it was necessary to shed in order to repress 
your acts of wanton outrage may be justly considered to lie at 
your door. Yon seem to have thought at the moment of your 
triumph, when you were excited by the absence of control, and 
inflamed by the unrestrained use of intoxicating liquors, that 
the law was for ever banished from the land. But yon stand 
now at the bar of justice— 4i sad proof to yourselves, and a 
monument and warnme to all others, that the triumph of injus- 
tice is short-lived, and that the law of your country is too 
strong to be assailed by such vain attempts as yours. Under 
the commission of offences so aggravated, I know not that any ' 
just exception could have been taken, if the full measure of 
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the puDishment, id same of your cases at least, had been allow- 
ed to take its course. But the earnest hope we entertain that 
the sad fate of those on whom the sentence of the law hath been 
just passed will operate as a sufficient warning to all others, 
induces us to join in a humble recommendation to His Majesty, 
that your lives may be spared. I would not, however, have 
you expect, that by escaping the bitterness of death, yon have 
avoidea evenr punishment for your offence ; you will pass the 
remainder of your lives in a foreign and a distant land, separated 
for ever from parents, relations and friends, and in a state of 
severe labour and constant privation. Thus will your perpetual 
absence from your own country prevent you from disturbing 
again the peace and happiness of society, and will operate as a 
warning to all others to avoid the example of your crimes. For 
the present, the sentence of death must ne recorded against you. 

Kearney exclaimed — ** I consider I'm deprived of my liberty 
owing to false swearing. But I don't care, my life is spared— 
Ireland is free— little Ireland for ever.*' 

Richard Dady was then brought forward to receive sentence, 
and addressed the Court— '*0 my Lord, have mercy upon my 
wife and children — ^I did not intend to go and plunder — I went 
out with my wife on mv arm, and a youn? man asked me to 
take some goods. Look upon my wire ana seven children de- 
pending on the work of my nands, and have mercy upon me !"— 
The Chief Justice passed sentence of Six manlhs* imprutonmeni 
and hard labour. The prisoner had evidently anticipated a 
much severer doom, and on hearing his sentence, he clasped 
bis hands, and saiff with great earnestness—'* Crod bless you, 
my Lord I" 

The Lord Chief Justice then took leave of the Grand Jury, 
for whose zeal, care, and assiduity in the discharge of their 
arduous and important duties, his Lordship said, Uie country 
was much indebted. His Lordship also complimented the 
citizens at large for their exertions in preserving peace and 
order. The Chief Justice shortly after left the city for London, 
to preside in his own Court. 

Sentence ON Kayss. — ^Thismauw^ afterwards brought up, 
and sentence of death was passed upon him by Mr. Justice 
BosANQUBT. Itjs perfectly clear (said bis Lordship) that you 
formed a part of the mob which committed those enormous 
offences, and it has been fully proved that yon assisted actively 
in destroying three dwell inf -booses. The prisoner, who had 
resumed much of the hardihood of manner which be evinced 
on his trial, left the bar exclaiming that he was a murdered man, 
and was judged wrongfully. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE SENTENCES. 

Of 102 prisonere, 81 were convicted, 81 acquilted, and 
against 12 no biUs were found. On IS indictments no evidence 
was ofifered. 

Of the prisoners convicted, 6 were sentenced to death : 
against 26 judgment of death was recorded $ 1 was transported 
for 14 years ^ 6 for 7 years \ and 43 were sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment with hard labour. 

The above statement refers only to cases connected with 
the riots. 

Priionert Convicted and Sentenced to Dbath. 

Christopher Davis, for destroying the Graol. 
William Clarke, for destroying the Gaol and Bridewell. 
Thomas Gregory, for destroying the house of Mr. Strong. 
Richard Vines, for destroying the Rev. Mr. Buck*s house. 
Joseph Kayes, for destroying Mr. BulPs house. 

Death Recorded* 

Henry Crinks, Joseph Thomas, and David James, for breaking 
into the dwelling-house of J. S. Rowe« and stealing spirits. 

Patrick Kearney, Matthew Warry, and John To well, for destroy- 
ing the Gaol and Bridewell. 

Jas. Courtney, J. Mecay , and D. Higgs, for destroying the Graol. 

T. E. Bendafl and Jas.Sims, for destroying the Bishop*s Palace. 

C. Hickey and James Snook, for destroying Mr. Slrong*s house. 

Wm. Reynolds, for destroying the Rev. Nlr. Buck^s house. 

George Andrews, Patrick fiarnett, Benjamin Broad, and Steph. 
Gaisford, for destroying Mr. Cross's house. 

Michael Sullivan, for destroying Mr. Broad*s house. 

Timothy Collins, for destroying the Mansion-house stables. 

H. Green and Chas. Williams, for destroying Mr. Leman*s house. 

James Coleman, for robbing Mr. Thomas filethyn. 

James Price and James Dyer, for stealing from the house of 
Richard Walters four gallons of beer. 

James Walker, for assaulting George Baker, and obtaining by 
force, one quart of beer. 

Fourteen Tearti* Traneportation, 

James Ives, for stealing a gold watch, the property of the Rev. 
Charles Buck, and tor stealing a silver salver, the property 
of the Corporation. 

Seven Tear9* Tramportation, 

William Christopher, for stealing wearing apparel, &c. from 
Mrt J. S. Broad. 

Aaron Martin, for stealing several articles from Mr. Johnson. 

James Street and Charles Huish, for stealing five gallon5 of 
wine, the property of Miss Davev. 

Richard Neville, for stealing a table, the property of some per- 
son unknown. 

Joseph Keates, for stealing a violin, the property of W. Cross* 



APPENDIX. . 259 

Two Year$* Imprisonment^ wiih Hard Labour, 

Samuel Brownin«^ and Felix Wyroan, for stealing various articles 
of linen, the property of Joseph Reynolds. 

John Harper, John Jereniv,' Charles doates, John Rees, James 
Phillips, Edw. Macdonaid, Wm. Bennett, Daniel Sullivan, and 
Wm. Champ, for riotously assembling & disturbing the peace. 

Twelve Months* Imprisonment, with Hard Labour. 

Catherine Hogan, for stealing silk dresses. 
'Thomas Gall ick, for stealing wearing apparel from B.Bickley. 

William Punch, for stealing various articles from T. Evans. 

Benj. Doune, for stealing a orass weight belonging to the Kifng. 

Wm. Drew, for stealing wearing apparel from Jonn Moxham. 

Daniel McCarthy, for stealing books, &c. from Mr. Barnard. 

John Jones, for stealing a military jacket from Robert Say. 

William Mason, for stealing a gold watch and silver pin, be- 
longing to Julia Harford. 

Charles Nott, for stealing spirits from Edward Zincraft. 

William Beard, for stealing a silver snuflTboz, the property of 
William Humphries. 

William Jenkins, George Styling, Wm. Morgan, Peter Brown, 
John Jacobs, Wm. and Jos. Hedges, for riotously assembling. 

Six Months* Imprisonment, with Hard Labour, 

H. Rees, for stealing a book, &c. the property of H. B. Smith. 

William Burgess, for stealing paper, the property of the King. 

James Cole, lor stealing a box and books from Nlr. Johnson. 

Edw. Dady, for stealing two drawers, the property of the King. 

T. Brimnell, for stealing a bible, the property of J. P Kirbv. 

Daniel Dovle, for stealing a watch, the property of A. Brettell. 
[This prisoner (a lad) was, in addition, sentenced to be pri- 
vately whipped.] 

J ames Bentley, for rioting. 

Four Months^ Imprisonment, with Hard Labour. 

Thomas Hussev, Wm. Jarvis, and Stephen Cullen, for stealing 
six bottles of wine, the property of Thomas Kington. 

TTtree Months* Imprisonment, with Hard Labour, 

John T. Buffin, for stealing plated articles from B. Bicklcjr. 
J. Simmonds, for stealing articles from W. Strong & T. Webb. 
William Lee, for stealing asilver spoon, from VT, C. Stephens. 

One Month's Imprisonment, with Hard Labour* 

Thomas Lane, for stealing a brass chandelier, from C. Pinney. 
Mary Parker, for stealing a sofa, the property of B. Bickley. 

Prisoners against whom No Bill was found, 

John Britton, charged with stealing a sword, the property of 
Henrv Jew. 

Richard Phipps^ Thomas Fitzgerald, and Wm. Beer, charged 
with assisting to destroy the Gaol. 

Sarah Anderson, charged with having stolen one sofa, thie pro- 
perty of B. Bickley. 

S2 
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Samuel Harding, charged with hegianing to demolish the Cas- 

tom-hoose. 
James Donovan, John Dally, James Bayley, Charles Turtle, 

and James Elliott, charged with beginning to pall down a 

house in the pari^ of St. Nicholas. 

PrUoners tried and aeqwUted. 

James Williams, charged with destroying the Gaol by fire. 

E. Arborn, charged with destroying the house of Mr. Barnard. 

William Osgood, charged with destroying the Bridewell. 

Samuel Levers, charged with stealing a cancelled order, the 
property of J. S. Broad. 

John Peach, charged with stealine plated articles, the property 
of the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop. 

Thomas Martin, charged with stealing several articles, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Johnson. 

Samuel Newton, charged with stealing five boots, and other 
articles, belonging to Daniel Sheppard. 

Mary Charles, charged with steal iosr a muff, and some stair- 
carpeting, the property of Mr. and Aiiss Barrett. 

Margaret Uwyer, charged with feloniously receiving a sheet 
beioneing to William Humphries. 

James Hasty, charged with stealing paper, value two shillines. 

John and Sarah Cox, charged with receiving a violin, knowmg 
it to have been stolen. 

Eleanor Doyle, charged with stealing and receiving property. 

Samuel Smith, charged with receiving a dressing table, the pro- 
perty of Miss James. 

John Bond, James Dyer, Robert Ponchard, Anthony Harvey, 
Jonas Osborne, and John Howell, charged with riotously 
assembling and disturbing the peace. 

Pri$oner$ agaitut whom no evidence wa$ offered on ike following 

charges, 
John Tarrant Buffin (in consequence of a previous conviction,) 

charged with stealin|f a snuff-box, &c. from J. Richardson, 

and some handkerchiefs from Christopher Claxton. 
Margaret Gwyer (in consequence of a previous acquittal,) charg- 

ea with stealing a sheet, the property of Mr. Humphries. 
John Peach (in consequence of a previous acquittal,) charged 

with stealing various articles. 
William Reeves, (in consequenceof insufficiency of evidence to 

criminate him,) charged with stealing paper, value 2s. 
W. Doherty(in consequenceof insufficiency of evidence,) charg- 
ed with stealing butter, the property of a person unknown. 
Thomas Ayland (in consequence of previous good character,) 

charged with stealing a bonnet. 
James Williams (in consequence of a previous acquittal,) charged 

with stealing two blankets and a pair of shoes, ^e property 

of the Mayor and Corporation. 
Wm. Osgood (in consequence of a previous acquittal,) charged 

on three indictments with various offiraces. 
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TRIAL OP CAPT. LEWIS, 
CHARGED WITH MANSLAUGHTER. 

(Bqfifre Mr. JmtHet Botanguet,) 

Jamet Cogslejf LewU was charged on the Coroner's Inquest* 
with killing and slaying. one Thomas Morris, on the 31st Oct., 
bj shooting him with a pistol. 

Counsel for the prosecution, Mr. Ball ; Attorney, said to he 
aMr.Palmer, of London, who appeared by a deputy calling him- 
self Edmonds. — Counsel for the accused, Messrs. Campbell and 
Palmer ; Attorney, Mr. Daniel. 

The following witnesses were examined in support of the 
charge :— 

Wm. Watts, the father-in-law of the deceased, deposed that 
the boy was named Thomas Morris, and was 12 years of age ; 
he worked at the pottery on Temple Back, and left home 20 
minutes after 7 in the morning of the 31st Oct. ; he died at the 
Infirmary. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Campbell. — I am the prosecutor on 
this trial ; I employed Mr. Palmer } I do not know him ; he 
is an attorney in London whom I never saw in my life ; his clerk 
was here, and I applied to him ; he was here when they were 
sitting on the chtld^s body ; I believe it is Mr. Edmonds ; he 
does not live in Bristol ; I asked him to take it in hand ; he was 
an entire stranger to me ; he spoke to me concerning it } I donH 
know how he happened to be at Bristol at that time; I never 
saw him before ; he told me he was an attorney's clerk ; he 
spoke to me in the passage at the Dolphin where the inquest 
was sitting $ I mentioned Mr. Palmer to him ; I had heard of 
him before ; I heard he was a gentleman in the law, who would 
take it in hand for me ; I never saw Mr. Palmer in my life ; I 
spoke to his clerk ; I have not supplied him with any money } 
did not send to him to come to tnese Assizes ; I gave instruc- 
tions for the first indictment preferred against Capt. Lewis ; in 
that indictment Mr. Edmonds appeared as the prosecutor ; he 
did so also on the second bill of indictment sent to the Grand 
Jury. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ball. — I had heard of Mr. Palmer's 
name before, and Knew Mr. Edmonds to be his clerk ; Mr. Ed- 
monds attended before the Coroner at my request; he cross- 
examined the witnesses ; a gentleman named Daniel appeared 
on behalf of Capt. Lewis. 

By the Court.-»I do not know whether the Coroner's inquest 
had begun and was proceeding when I first spoke to Mr. Ed- 
monds ; they had assembled ; the business had begun ; I do not 
know that Mr. Edmonds attended the inquest as a short-hand 
writer ; I am quite sure the inquest had begun before I spoke 
to Mr. Edmonds. 

• The Jury ignored a bill which had been presented to them, charging 
Capt. Lewis with murder. 
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Wiu. Booth, pig-butcher, of Bedminster, deposed that he 
was on the Back on SIst October, near Queen-square; was 
about 5 yards from the boy } I heard the report of a pistol, 
turned my head, and saw the boy fall ; saw two persons pick 
the boy up ; 1 went to the boy^ and found that the ball bad 
gone through his body ; I saw the gentleman run away— that 
IS the gentleman (pointing to Captain Lewis); some one 
Jumped on his back, and another was in his front trying to take 
a pistol from his baud ; the men who were at his back and front 
threw him on the ground ; I did not hear the gentleman say 
any thing t there was not the least riot or disturbance in that 
place t 1 could not see the gentleman who fired. 

John Sambrook, examined.— I am a carpenter, living in 
Cherry-lane ; was in Grove Avenue about quarter past 8 on the 
morniue of S 1st October { saw about 20 constables driving a man 
out of the Square; they had short sticks in their hands; when 
they got him to the corner of the avenue they left him ; I saw 
a gentleman in a light drab coat : I do not know him ; he 
ordered the men on; had nothing in his hand; he followed 
them down the avenue and ordered a man who had a- smock 
frock to so on ; a second man from the corner came up, and 
the second man said to the first, '' don*t thee go on for him ;** 




you so on ; i saw notning in tne gei 
he pulled a pistol from his side pocket immediately, dropped it 
to his side and cocked it, and it went off immediately ; the man 
was standing right before him, not a yard from him ; I saw the 
direction ot the pistol ; he pointed it carelessly ; be did not 
point it at any object at all ; it went off immediately ; 1 was in 
the Avenue ; there were about half a dozen persons in the 
Avenue ; 1 saw a boy drop immediately I heard the report of 
the pistol ; the gentleman walked towards Princess street; the 
man he was ordering away ran after him and jumped upon him ; 
I don't know what became of the pistol ; I did not see any 
blood or dirt on the geutleman*s face ; the constables came up 
in a minute or two ; From 20 to SO came up; they went along 
the Grove after the gentleman. 

Cross-examined. — The man whom the gentleman was order- 
ing, was reluctant to leave the Square ; was in a smockfrock ; 
the geiitleman mi^ht as easily have shot one as the other ; he 
could not have missed if he bad tried to shoot them ; the pistol 
was not pointed at any object when^it went off; it rather de- 
clined downwards. 

James Haynes, sen. examined,— I live in St. JamesVbarton, 
and am a combmaker ; went to Queen-square on Slst Oct. for 
the purpose of joining the constables ; we cleared the avenue, 
and returned satisfied ; I saw Capt. Lewis after this happened ; 
heard the report of a pistol within the Square, but not in the 
avenue ; I continued with the party, and heard a boy cry who 
was very near to me ; we came up to where the boy was shot ; 
I saw Capt. Lewis raise his head from among the constables ; 
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he Aaid be had been insulted, and had done it in his own defence; 
1 saw 20 or 30 constables ; I saw no riot or disturbance in that 

IAsLce ; I saw Capt. Lewis go awaj from the party and begin to 
oad again; 1 cau't ss^ who was with the boy. 

Cross-exam ined.-»l saw only one pisioU and had not a per- 
fect view of that ; I saw hira put a ram-rod in the pistol. 

Re-examined.— 1 saw him ram it down as 1 suppose ; I did 
not see the pistol taken, but persons interposed to stop the 
reloading. 

Thomas Harril examined.— I was in Queen-square soon after 
7 o'clock on Monday morning, the 31st Oct.; saw Capt. Lewis 
there ; the constables drove a man towards the Grove ; Captain 
Lewis had some words with the man, and ordered him off; the 
man said he should not go ; Capt. Lewis turned from the man, 
and the man followed him ; the Captain pushed him, and 
insisted upon his going up the Grove ; the man wished to know 
Lewis's authority, upon which the Captain drew a pistol from 
his side and fired it off"; there were very few people in the 
avenue at this time ; the boy was within a few yards of Capt.L. 

Henry Hayues examined. — 1 am son of Mr. J. Haynes who 
has been examined ; I went to Queen-square on the 31st Oct. as 
one of the constables ; I was in the Square when the pistol was 
fired ; we directly ran down to the avenue leading from the 
Square to the Grove ; the whole party, SO or 40, went ; saw 
Capt Lewis rising ; he had been knocked down ; they asked 
what he bad shot the boy for ; he said he had been insulted and 
done it in bis own defence ; I did not see the least riot or dis- 
turbance in the avenue ; I saw the pistol afterwards ; Mr. Lewis 
was preparing to re-load it ; he had just half cocked it ; one of 
them said " he is going to load it again;" I don't think they 
took it from him ; the boy was stting down at the bottom of 
the avenue ; when I heard the pistol there was not the least 
rioting in the Square or Prince's-street ; several houses were 

burning. 

Robert Withers examined.— I am a carpenter, and live in 
Merchant-street; went into the Square on the 3 1st Oct. about 
10 minutes before 7 ; found about 30 or 40 consUbles there, and 
6 or 8 horse soldiers ; I acted as a constoble, and had piece of 
a mop-stick ; 1 do not know Capt. Lewis; 1 heard a pistol fired, 
and ran to the avenue ; saw a boy, with blood running through 
his waistcoat ; he was standing, and another lad was holUing 
him up ; did not see a pistol ; heard a gentleman say he did it 
in his own defence ; 1 saw the gentleman, with his face all over 
blood, leave the crowd and go away; I left the place and 
went home. 

John Angle exanined.— 1 am a butcher ; was in the avejiue 
between 8 and 9 in the morning ; saw a man there they called 
Capt. Lewis; there were 8 or 10 people there ; saw hira push a 
roan with his left-hand, and say if he did not go along he would 
make him. 1 then saw hira draw a brass pistol with his right 
hand rather sideways; saw him fire ; he did not take much of 
an aim; saw a boy drop, who was 10 or 12 yards from him at 
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the bottom of the mvenue ; saw no blows struck ; I could not 
help seeing if auy had been struck ; I bad a fiill view of tbe man ; 
he had a drab coat ; saw no blood or dirt on his face t be walk- 
away as last as he could after he had fired ; the boy laj on the 
left band side and Capt. L. went on the right band ; I and inj 
little boy went home as fast as we could. 

Gros8-exaniined.-»I saw some blood on Capt. Lewises face 
after the Job was over ; I did not see any one else come up 
when Capt. Lewis was pushing the man ; did not hear a man say, 
** Do not thee move lor him ;'* I saw only the man who was 
pushed ; did not see any other handy ; did not hear a man say, 
'* I be d— d if I go for thee ;" Capt. Lewis could easily have shot 
the man near him ; it did not appear to be aimed at the man ; 
it seemed to be aimed at somebody, because it killed him. 

Re-examined.— I was about seven or eight yards from Capt. 
Lewis when he fired. 

Edward Eaton called by the prosecutor's Counsel and ex* 
amined by Mr. Cam PBKiiL. —When the pistol went off I was 
behind tbe boy that was shot ; before the pistol was fired there 
was a dispute between a man in a drab ^reat coat (Capt. Lewis) 
and another man ; I did not bear what it was. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ball. — 1 heard Capt. Lewis say he 
had fired in his own defence. 

James Symonds examined.— I am a confectioner, No. 4, 
Avon street. Great Gardens ; was in the Square on the Monday ; 
I went to look at the ruins, and passed round the footpath in 
the Square ; heard the report of a pistol ; went down the 
avenue ; saw Capt. Lewis near the avenue ; saw persons about 
him ; some constables came afterwards ; I saw some one endea- 
vouring to take the pistol from him, hitting at him; he threw 
him on the ground $ I saw no rioting in the Square or in 
Prince's-street. 

Wm. Francis Morgan examined.— 1 am house apothecary at 
the Bristol Infirmary ; a boy called Thomas Morris was brought 
to the house at half-past eight on the morning of the 31st Oct. ; 
he died on Tuesday ; a pistol ball had passed nearly through 
the body, and lodged near the skin of the back i saw the boy's 
father-in-law, "Watts, there. 

Cross-examined. — ^The ball must have taken a direction up- 
wards, either from rebounding on the ground or from the 
obstruction of a bone in the body ; I think the former mode the 
most probable, that the ball struck the ground and rebounded ; 
the boy said he thought it was accidental ; he was then aware 
of his danger. 

Re-examined. — The wound was circular; I extracted the 
ball ; I do not know where it is ; it was an ordinary pistol ball ; 
I did not observe any indentation in the ball. 

Wm. Watts (the boy*s father-in-law) recalled.— I saw tbe boy 
that day in the Infirmary; the boy died on the Tuesday; be 
was sensible of his dang:er to the last minute; he was told he 
was like to die ; on his death-bed he said, **it was all very quiet 
when I went down, and a man pulled out a pistol and shot me.*' 



APPENDIX. 365 

Mr. Morsan re-called.-— >I had a conversation wUh the boy 
about two hours before his death, and he said he had been shot 
by a constable ; that it was not intended for him, but for a man 
who escaped it. 

(This was the case for the prosecution.) 
Captain Lewis then proceeded to reiul the following Defence, 
which he did w-ith much firmness generally, though at those 
portions of it which adverted to the services he had rendered 
his conntr;^ , the serious nature of the charge against him, and 
his recret for the accident which deprived a fellow creature of 
life, bis voice occasionally faltered. 
** May it please your Lordship, 

** Gentlemen of the Jury.-*Iiaving lately, in common with 
you my fellow-citizens, endeavoured to contribute to the pre- 
servation of the public peace, I stand before yuu, charged with 
a crtitae, which would expose my person to transportation, my 
property to forfeiture, and my cnaracter to ignominy. I appear 
at this bar, accused of Manslaughter, for having, upon tbe 
requisition of the Magistracy, and from my own sense of dut^, 
exerted myself, at the risk of my life, to repress outrages m 
this city, so dreadful that no description could equal the recol- 
lection of them which must ever remain in your minds. Gen- 
tlemen, it is by your verdict of guilty or not guU ^, that it will 
be established, whether, when a Judge coming to administer 
justice by authority and in the name of the Sovereign, had been 
insulted upon his tribunal, and forced to fly from the city for 
his life ; when all the gaols had been set on fire and the pri- 
soners discharged by an infuriated mob ; when the palace of 
tbe Bishop had been sacked and a great part of it demolished ; 
when the house of your Chief Magistrate, the Custom-house, 
the Excise-office, and a considerable portion of the fairest 
quarter of your city had been laid in ashes; when the perpe- 
trators of these enormities were «ft7/ unsubdued aud threatened 
to continue their devastation $ — ^an individual, belonging to no 
party, having no motive but the discharge of his duty, might 
not act in the defence of the laws as a good and loyal subject, 
without bein^ liable to be for ever banished from his country— - 
to be reduced from a state of affluence to beggary — and to hava 
a lasting stain cast upon a reputation which he will venture to 
say, has to thU hour remained unsullied, 

** But, Gentlemen, I shall appeal only to your calm and delihe- 
raltf jud^ent; and ask your verdict of acquittal, only^ upon 
your being satisfied that I ia no degree transgressed the law— - 
and that lam wholly innocent of the crime laid to my charge. 



*' I shall therefore proceed with succinctness and simplicity to 
give you a narrative of the circumstances which have placed me 
(I think undeservedly) in this painful situation. 



" Gentlemen, I am a native of this city, and I early entered 
the army in the service of my country ; I originally served in 
the cavalry ; afterwards in the rifle battalion of the 60th regt. 
foot. On the return of that corps from North America, I was 
appointed to my present regiment. I went out with it to the 
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East Indies, and served with it at each of the three Presidencies, 
but in consequence of the iniury mj health sustained whilst 
performing the duties of fort adjutant at a station in the Upper 
Provinces, I was obliged to return to Europe. On the recoverj 
of my health I was again engaged in active service, and I ulti- 
matelj joined the army in the rf ether lands under the command 
of Lord Ljnedoch. At his express desire I was placed in the 
quarterroaster-generars department on the staff. On Sir Her- 
bert Taylor joining the army and takine the command of a 
brigade, I was appointed by him his brigaoe major— -continuing 
to, under Col. nrowne and Sir Colin Halkett, till the army 
finally got possession of Antwerp. I was present, and acted in 
that capacity, at the two affairs at Mersero, — at the bombard- 
ment of Antwerp, and the subsequent unfortunate attack on 
Bergen-op-zoora. Were this the proper occasion. Gentlemen* 
I could produce testimonials not only from the General Officers 
I have named, but from others also, high in command, which 
would shew in a manner very flattering to me, tkeir opinion of 
my character and conduct. 

•^ Upon the return of peace, 1 sought the quiet of domestic 
life, and settled as a private individual in my native city, but 
still remaining on the half pay of my regiment. For fifteen 
years I have been a resident amongst you, and jr^ti can Judge 
whether I have obtained, and merit, the good will of my 
fellow-citizens. 

[Capt. Lewis here narrated the circumstance of the enrol- 
ment of special constables, and his being appointed a leader of 
80 of this constabulary force in Dec. 18S0, with the understand- 
ing that their liability under the oath then administered did not 
cease with that occasion.] 

** I was abroad (continued Capt. L.) during the last autumn 
with ray family in Devonshire. I returned to Bristol on the 
day preceding the Saturday on which Sir Chas.Wetherell made 
his public entry into this city, in consequence of having been 
summoned to serve on the Grand Jury. 

Captain L. proceeded to relate what passed under his own 
notice, — ^the firing of the 14th in College-green, on the Sunday 
morning, — and went on to say, that he did not go to the Cathe- 
dral as he bad intended, and as was his custom, but to the Com- 
mercial Rooms, ^* where, (he says,) I perceived a paper affixed 
to the bar, requesting the citizens to meet the Magistrates at the 
Council-house without less of time, to assist them in suppressing 
the riotous conduct of the mob, and restore the peace of the 
city. I considered it my duty as an individual, residing and 
possessing property in it;— as a consUble, sworn to maintain 
the peace ;— 4s an officer in the King's service, and as a loyal 
subject, to render all the assistance I could ; and I accordingly 
repaired to the Council-house. I met at the outer door other 
well-disposed citizens attending for the same purpose as myself. 
The Council-house was shut \ we were directed to the Guildhall, 
»nd walked down there together. On entering the passage, we 
niet about «5 or 30 gentlemen, headed by Mr. Alderman Geo 
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Ylilhouse, coming out. He addressed me, saytng they were 
^oing down to the Square, to endeavour, by persuasion ^ to 
induce the mob to disperse, and begged me to join them ; thej 
had no staves. 

**• I fell into the rear of the party, and accompanied them to the 
Square ; on our arrival there, I for the first time saw the devas- 
tations of the preceding ni^bt; a party of the 3rd dragoon 
guards were parading up and down one of the avenues imme- 
diately fronting the Mansion-house, and occasionally keeping 
the people from encroaching on the vacant spot; the latter 
'were apparently kept in check, and except now and then annoy- 
ing the soldiers, who rode after them and drove them down the 
street, nothing very serious occurred ; but all attempts to pre- 
vail upon them to disperse and retire to their houses, were use- 
less, Thiscqntinued some time. The city constables appeared 
to have been completely overpowered, and after remaining there 
till about half-past two o^clock in the afternoon, I went home. 
About half-past three I was informed that the City Bridewell 
was in flames; I went out to ascertain the fact, and found it 
to be so, I then again repaired to the Commercial- rooms ; 
shortly after, Mr. Alderman George, accompanied by Mr. L. O. 
^^%%t tl^e Solicitor, came in, and most earnestly entreated us 
to collect a force together, and endeavour to get the riot under. 
The Alderman stated that the inhabitants must act with vigour 
—that the Magistrates, without their co-operation, were power- 
less, and had not the means of quelling the riot, which was every 
moment assuming a more alarming appearance — that the Bride- 
well was already in flames— the Gaol threatened — the greater 



Cart of the military withdrawn, and that in all probability, 
efore morning, unless the most prompt and vigorous tneasures 
were taken, the city would be in ashes. I believe I addressed 
a few words to Mr. Alderman George, on the impossibility of 
the special constables, at that advanced period of the riot, 

f cutting it down, unaided by the military, but I immediately 
eft the room, and proceeded towards theG^ol, which the rioters 
were about to break open. On going down Clare-street, on the 
right hand side, I overtook a party of about twenty or thirty 

fentlemen, with Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse, and, I believe, 
fr. Savage, at their head, proceeding thither. I joined them. 
M^e found the G^ol completely surrounded by the mob, and, 
on endeavouring to get near the entrance-gate, several of us 
were knocked down and very seriously injured. fFehad no staves. 
In short, the mob had every thing their own way. The special 
constables, without staves, were powerless, and I was glad to 

fet from amongst them, but did not effect it till the Governor's 
ouse was in flames, and they had got complete possession of 
the Gaol. I then returned home, as the party I had joined 
were dispersed, and our assistance, for want of the co-operation 
of the militarv* was quite useless. 

'* 1 had not been in my house halfan hour when a report reached 
me that the Gloucester County prison was in flames, and the 
mob were on their way to the Cathedral. 1 again determined 
on rendering what aid I could, and instantly went to the Bishop's 
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Palace. 1 found that the mob had plundered it, and having 
set it on fire, were attempting to break into the Cathedral, by 
the door under the Cloisters, near the Chapter-house. By the 
exertions of a small party, whom I joined, they were repulsed, 
and the fire apparently extinguished. The alarm was then 
given, that the mob were breaking into the houses in Queen- 
square, and firing them. Part of the rioters went away for a 
short time, and then returned and succeeded in again setting 
fire to the Palace. I did not leave it till I saw the smoke issuing 
from the roof, and all hope of being of further service was gone. 

** I then went to the Square, where the mob were numerous 
and carrying all before them. The Mansion-house and the 
several adjoining houses were in flames, and riot and plunder 
were uncontrolled. I staid and rendered what assistance 1 could, 
but in endeavouring to prevent some ruffians from entering the 
Custom-house, I was knocked down and trampled upon, and 
so much injured that I was ultimately obliged to return home, 
which I did, I think, about two o'clock in the morning. I had 
continued to exert myself as long as my strength lasted. During 
the whole of these proceedings I had no constable's staff, stick, 
or weapon of any kind. As I before observed, no staves were 
ever given to the constables of the parish where I reside, and I 
knew not, in such a state of confusion, where to procure one. 

*' On reaching my own bouse, being quite exhausted, after a 
short time I went up to .my bed-room and laid down in my 
clothes. I got up at daylight, and was told that the Magistrates 
had called out the Posse Comitatus. A few minutes afterwards 
oue of the city officers came to the door, and delivered a roessaf^ 
from the Magistrates, earnestly requesting that I would repair 
to the Guildhall, where the citizens were assembling, and join 
them in taking measures for restoring the peace of the city. 
From the experience I had during the night, in the different 
attempts made to disperse and subdue the rioters, I was fully 
persuaded of the necessity of having with me the means of 
protecting myself, and that it was dangerous to face such an 
infuriated, drunken, and lawless mob, unarmed. I therefore 
determined on taking my pistols with me, and I accordingly 
placed them in the inside bosom pocket of my upper coat. I 
did this, not with a view of using them offensively, but merely 
as a means of self-defence. 

[Captain Lewis then noticed the particulars of an interview 
which he had at the Guildhall with Mr. Alderman G. Hilhouse, 
of whom he inauired whether he was authorised to carry fire- 
arms ? Mr. Aluerman Hilhouse replied, if resisted in executing 
your duty, defend yourselves in the best way you can, witn 
arms or any thing else you may have about you. The Posse 
Comitatus is called out, and the Magistrates are taking the 
most decided steps to quell the disturbances, and I call on yon 
and all other respectable inhabitants of the city to assist them. 
He again repeated, ** defend yourselves in the most effective 
way you can — the gentlemen are assembling in th^Lower Col- 
l<^ge-green, and for God's sake go and join them.*' On leaving 
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the Council-house with Mr. DowDman, who was armed, they 
proceeded to Lower Gollege-g^een, and thence to Queen-sauare, 
the devastated condition of which Capt. L. next describea] 

^*I saw a party of constables (continued Capt. L.) trying to turn 
a party of men ont of the Square; the men refused, or hesitated 
to go, and the constables were drivin? them with their staves. 
I assisted, quietly, having no staff. We got them out of the 
Square, about half-way down the avenue, when one of them, 
who had shown the most reluctance to go, lingered behind ; I 
spoke to him, and said he had better go quietly away ; that he 
could have no businejss there, and that I was sure, from his ap- 
pearance, he had not been in bed during the night; that it was 
quite time for him to go home. He replied, '* Nor have you 
been in bed either, that I know d — d well ; why don't you ^o 
home yourself?" During this parley he retreated slowly to tne 
left corner of the avenue, followed by me. At the corner, two 
men came forward and joined him; one of them said, ** he was 
a d— d fool if he went any further.*' I then discovered that 
there was a great many others round the comer and on the 
Quay, endeavouring to conceal themselves. On being Joined 
by the other two, and after the above remark, the man demanded 
who 1 was ? and advanced against me. I told him I was a 
special constable, and desired him to keep off. On my raising 
my arm to keep him from closing on me, he instantly collared 
me, and at the same moment I received a severe blow on the 
temple from one of his companions. I felt that my life was in 
danger. I drew one of my pistols from my bosom and presented 
it in self defence to the man who held me by the collar. I 
repeated .that ** 1 was a special constable/' which he had ap- 
peared to doubt. He swore I was no constable, and I immedi- 
ately received a most severe blow. Just above the elbow, on the 
arm with which I held the pistol presented at him, which 
knocked it down in quite a different direction from that in 
which I stood, and it instantly went off in my hands. 1 declare, 
I never intentianaify, or consciously ^ drew the tri?ger^the dis- 
charge of the pistol was occasioned by the blow. 1 immediately 
heard the cry of a boy, and saw him sitting about 15 or 16 
yards, or perhaps more, on the ground, to my right. He ex- 
claimed '* he was shot'* I was greatly shocked, and in moving 
a few steps towards him, was surrounded and beat to the ground. 
I was rescued by the body of constables. To some enquiry, I 
recollect saying, ** I was a special constable, and had done it in 
self defence.*' I retired a few paces— some one called mc by 
aame, and desired me to unload mv second pistol, for they said 
I had another. I attempted to do it, but from the blows about 
my head, as well as that on my arm, I felt so faint and sick, I 
was unable to set out the ramrod, to draw the charge, I there- 
fore gave up the pistol to some gentlemen near me, who asked 
for it. When I said, at the time 1 was rescued, and picked up 
up hj the constables, ** that I did it in self-defence,*' t meant, I 
drew my pislol in self defence, not of course that I shot the 
innocent sufferer, whom I had not seen till the misadventure 
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had happened. I was then advised to make the best of my way 
home, which I4id, having begged the loan of a hat from the 
person in whose house I took refuge. 

" Much as 1 lament this most unfortunate occurrence, I shall 
ever console myself with the reflection that at the time I was 
acting in aid of the law, and not in opposition to it, and was in 
the execution of what I considered a bounden duty. 

'* I declare to you, on the honour of a soldier and a gentleman, 
that I never drew my pistol till I felt that my life was in dan^r, 
and I ask you, gentlemen, were my apprehensions unreasonable, 
when I was in the grasp of one of the rioters who was supported 
by others, and there was no one at hand to assist me i So con- 
scious is the ruffian by whom I was assaulted of the crimes he 
had committed and contemplated, that he has not dared to 
appear in that box as a witness against me, knowing that if he 
did he would soon be placed at the bar where I unfortunately 
stand. Instead of having acted with precipitation or passion, 
I think, gentlemen, I may take credit for having displayed 
some forbearance and moderation. I might easily have 
shot the man who collared me. He was in close contact with 
roe, I could not have missed him ; but I hoped that the threat 
I held out, and the menacing attitude I assumed, might have 
been sufficient for my protection. In the scuffle my pistol went 
off. I feel an anguish that 1 cannot describe, that an innocent 
boy, never seen by me, was the victim. But however deeply 
you and I must deplore that event, the <|uestion is— ^m I guilty 
of a crime? Gentlemen, I had no criminal intention, and I 
can neither accuse myself of intemperance or incaution. 

** I am wholly ignorant of the subtleties of the law. My life 
has been passed in other put suits. I will not therefore attempt 
to touch upon the distinctions between manslaughter and mis- 
adventure, and justifiable homicide. These I must leave to the 
learned and enlightened Judge who presides here $ but I have 
ever understood that British justice resembles that brightest 
attribute of Heaven, which looks, not to the mere unconscious 
act, but to the principle from which the act proceeds, and the 
intention of the agent ; and, gentlemen, I can declare with the 
same solemnity , as if I were instantly to appear in the immediate 
presence of the Searcher of all hearts., that I was actuated only 
by a sincere and anxious desire to perform my duty ; and that 
if I were again to go through the same scenes, I know not how 
I could dinerently conduct myself, with a view to gain the good 
opinion of others, and the approbation of my own conscience. 

** I am extremely reluctant to cast reflections on others, but 
I cannot refrain from remarking, that the prosecutor in this 
case is not the mother of the deceased boy, nor connected with 
his family $ nor can I understand how his interference can arise 
from a pure desire for the due administration of justice. What 
could be his motive for preferring to the Grand Jury ander this 
Commission an Indictment against me for Murder, when it 
never could have entered into the mind of any reasonable man, 
that I was guilty of that offence 9 The Grand Jury returned 
that bill of indictment, not found as to the whole, although 



APPENDIX. 271 

they might have negatived it, as to murder, and fouod it a true 
bill as to Mauslaugnter, W they bad thought the evidence suffi- 
cient to put me upon my trial, even for the latter charge. 
Xhe prosecutor, nevertheless, preferred to them another indict- 
ment against me for Manslaughter. The Grand Jury, having 
listenea to all the evidence that could be advanced against me 
on the prosecution, and without even hearing my defence, re- 
turned that indictment not a true biil, thereb} a second time 
recording their deliberate judgment of my entire innocence. 
Thus may I say that I have been twice tried and acquitted by 
twenty- three of my fellow citizens. 

** Gentlemen, my fate is now in your hands. Tour verdict of 
guilty might deprive me of country, of fortune, of fair fame. 
But with the ^r^^test respect for your discernment and impar- 
tiality,! anticipate at your hands an honourable acquittal, which 
will restore me to my afflicted family, and to that creditable 
station in society which I have hitherto enjoyed, and which it 
has ever been my earnest endeavour through life to deserve.*' 

ETIOBMCB FOR THB OErBNCE. 

Mr. Alderman George examined .^I went to the Commercial- 
rooms on the Sunday to get the attendance of the gentlemen $ 
the riot act was read three times on Saturday evening ; there 
W3S great confusion on those three days*. 

Mr. Alderman George Hilhouse.-^Was at the Guildhall, 
Monday the 3 1st October ; saw Capt. Lewis there very early in 
the morning ; there were several gentlemen with him, who 
staCed they were special constables, and enquired how they were 
to act } I gave directions to arm themselves in the best way they 
could, and to use their best judgment to disperse the mob. 

Mr. Alderman A. Hilhouse.— I was in Queen-square early on 
Monday morning, and the riots were still going on } there was 
riotine in PrinceVstreet at 8 o'clock $ I went there with ano- 
ther Magistrate, and we could not reach the Square by the 
direct road on account of the rioting % went along the Quay 
and PrinceVstreet by the middle avenue in the Square } there 
were two houses on the left side of the Square not on fire, and 
the firemen wanted to preserve them, but the mob would not 
let them $ 1 applied to Col. Brereton, who sent four dragoons 
to clear the entrance to let the firemen in \ engines were in 
PrinceVstreet ; I left Queen-square rather before 8 o'clock, 
and there were still detached parties of rioters in the Square ; 
I had called on all persons in the King's name to come and 
assist on the Sunday \ I told them to come with any arms they 
could eei % from the state of the Square when 1 left, a con- 
stable by himself would have been a marked man if he exerted 
himself. 

John LeeHarwood examined— I have charge of the Seaman's 
Floating Chapel, kept nearly opposite the Grove; on the 
morning of Sist Octooer, I attempted to go into the square 
between 8 and 9 ; went to the corner of the Grove-avenue, and 
observed a man behaving in a very riotous manner ; he qsed 
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very abusive language ; he said if they were all of his tniod he 
would not be put out of the Square ; this he said with many 
(Mtthsaod gestures; observed a tall gentlemau walking a man 
out of the avenue ; it was Capt. Lewis ; the man said he was 
doing no harm $ the gentleman said, you will do no harm by 

foing ; by that time they had arrived at the corner, where the 
rst man stood; the first man then took hold of the man whom 
Capt. Lewis was putting out, and said he should not be put 
out ; the first man then came in contact wilii Capt. Lewis, and 
they were all three together ; the first man caught hold of Capt. 
Lewis with both hands; Capt. Lewis had him either by the 
collar or his left hand against his breast to keep him off; I lost 
sight of the second man ; I saw Capt. Lewis take the pistol 
from his bosom, and it went off suddenly, befi»re he could ex- 
tend his arm; no aim had been taken; the ffoing off of the 
pistol was accidental ; the man threatened to rorce his way ; he 
said to the second man ** you shall not ^o out — you shall re* 
turo,'^ and they endeavoured to force their way by Capt. Lewis 
into the Square; I saw a constable at the corner of the avenue 
nearest the Grove, and he was the only other constable then in 
sight ; there were suspicious-looking persons lurking about ; 6 
or 7 individuals were near the Grove. 

Cross-examined. — I saw the first man run after Capt. Lewis, 
after he had fired, and strike him in the neck. 

Jane Morgan examined.— I am the wife of Thomas Morgan, 
a master mason in this city ; on Monday morning 31st Oct. I 
went to see whether any mischief had been done to the Docks, 
where my husband had a contract; I went to the Grove avenue ; 
I looked up the avenue, and saw several persons, some inside 
the Square, and some in the avenue ; I observed a man in a 
drab coat endeavouring to make another man leave the square ; 
the desperate looking man was endeavouring to push tne re- 
spectable looking man, and they continued to push each other, 
like men quarreUins ; I heard the pistol ^o off; the man had 
the gentleman by the collar before the pistol went off; there 
were several men in the avenue, and a woman ; I am sure they 
were some of the rioters from their appearance ; I heard one 
of those men say, ** look what they are doing to that man— if 
either of you will go with me I will zo and settle that 
fellow that's a serving that man ;'* this was before the firing of 
the pistol. 

James Sangar, cabinet maker and upholsterer, examined.-^ 
Was on the urove on the morning of ^Ist Oct., opposite the 
south avenue ; saw Capt. Lewis making great exertions to clear 
the avenue ; one individual appeared very obstinate and deter- 
mined not to go away ; Mr. Lewis repeatedly remonstrated with 
him, saying ** you must and shall go away, I am a constable, 
and I insist upon your^oing.** 

Henry Downman examined.-*-On Monday, 31$t Oct. 1 acted 
with the special constables ; was at the Council-house early in 
the morning to assist the Magistrates ; Capt. Lewis was there 
before me ; I had a brace of loaded pistols in my pockets^ and 



APPENDIX. 273 

a walking-stick gun loaded ; I applied to the Magistrates on 
Sundaj, and they said it was the duty of gentlemen to arm 
themselves in the best way they could ; I accompanied Gapt. L. 
to the ruins of the Bishop's palace, where we understood the 
Magistrates were } I accompanied Capt. L. to see if his horses 
-were safe, and thence to Queen-square $ it was disturbed in the 
extreme i met a number of persons dragging furniture of every 
description ; there were an immense number of persons of the 
lowest description in the Square ; they appeared to be rioters ; 
I beard no firms ; if there had been, from the cracking of timber 
in the burning nouses I could not have heard it i the houses on 
two sides was on fire, and we entered the Square between two 
burning bouses \ Capt. Lewis remained with me till within two 
minutes of the accident ; I heard the pistol go off; I ran to the 
spot immediately, and continued there until Gapt. Liewis went 
away (he certainly did not attempt to re-load the pistol ; on the 
contrary, be attempted to unload a pistol, and tried to screw 
up the shot with the ramrod. 

John Taylor examined. — I acted as a special constable in 
Qneen-sauare, on 31st October, and helped to disperse the 
mob to the Back } there was a considerable mob there ; a pistol 
was fired from the mob, about 8 o'clock : it was fired either 
at the constables or the dragoons. 

James Onion. — I was in the Square from about 4 to 9 in the 
morning of 3 1st Oct. : it was dangerous for a constable to be 
alone at that time ; parties of rioters continued in the Square 
till I left. 

Valentine Hellicar. — lam a merchant; I occupied a house 
in Queen-square ; it was not burnt ; I was in tne square on 
Monday morning till 7 or 8 ; was present when the 14th charged 
in Queen-square about 10 o'clock; the Square was in a state 
of riot ; about 1000 or 1500 persons were scattered about in 
the Square in detached parties, as they had been all the morning. 

W. H. Land.-— I am a ship broker ; on the morning of 81st 
October was a special constable ; 1 was in Mr. Lewis's party 
trying to disperse the rioters ; he left the party a short time ; 
while he was separated I heard the report of a pistol ; I was in 
the Square near the avenue ; 1 went to the avenue directly ; 
saw a crowd of persons, and Gapt. Lewis on the ground, sur- 
rounded by ten or twenty men ; continued in sight of him till be 
went away home ; I did not see him attempt to reload his pistol. 

Richard Lowe, surgeon, examined.— On Wednesdav evening 
(Nov. 2,) I was called to attend Capt. Lewis ; be had received 
a severe contusion on the left temple, involving the eye ; and I 
found the mark of a severe blow on the right arm, obliquely 
above the elbow. 

Cross-examined.*— The blow on the arm might have been by 
any thinji^ which would contuse % the contusion extended three 
or four mches. 

Mr. Cam pBBLi. then called the following witnesses to character ; 

Arthur Palmer, Esq. solicitor, examined.*— Had been inti- 
mately acquainted with Capt. Lewis from his youth, except 
when eng^ed in foreign service; has been particularly ac- 

T 



274 THE BBI8T01* RIOTS. 

quaiDted with him for the last 15 yoan i ** I/* (said the witness) 
** pride myself on his acquaintance ; he is a man of bononr and 
inte^ity, & incapable of doing an act of inbamanity or malice.** 

Richard Humphrer, Esq. examined.— I was surgeon to the 
regiment in which Capt. Lewis served ; I have known htm 85 
years $ as an officer and a gentleman he was respected by tbe 
regiment, and was considerea by his troop as a very humane man. 

Dn Ghriffith examined. — I am a physician ; have known Capt. 
Lewis 15 or 20 years ; I consider him a man of strict honour 
and integrity— of humane and charitable disposition ; this is the 
character I have always heard of him. 

Rev. Thos. Griffiths examined. — I have known Capt. Lewis 
18 or IS years, during which he has had the very best character 
for peaceable demeanour. 

George Kiddle, Esq. examined.— I am retired from business ; 
I have known him from childhood \ as good a man as can be i 
he is charitable and humane. 

William Bushell, Esq. examined.— I have known him many 
years intimately ; no character could be better ; I have always 
been proud of his acquaintance. 

Wra. Wright, Esq. examined. — I am a wine merchant ; have 
known him nine or ten years; I should say he was a generous, 
openhearted, kind man. 

R. L. Pearsall, Esq. barrister, examined.^ I have resided in 
this neighbourhood a great many years ; have been acquainted 
with Capt. Lewis ever since I was a boy % and since I have^rown 
up, I have had the honour and benefit of his friendship % be has 
ahrays had the character of a perfectly kind, openhearted, and 
humane man. 

After reciting the various provisions of the Acts bearing on 
the case, and stating the leading facts of the evidence, the 
LcArned Judge left it to the Jury to say, whether in their 
opinion Captain Lewis had been guiltv of culpable negligence 
in the employment of fire arms, which would make the death 
of the boy, or any other person, either bjr accident or other- 
wise, an illegal act, or whether under the circumstances he was 
Justified in their use. The Learned Judge said he would, if the 
fury wished it, read through the whole of the evidence* 

The Jury said it was not necessary % they had paid the greatest 
attention to the evidence, and had come to their decision.— 
They then returned a verdict of Noi GuUt^f* A strone demon- 
stration of applause was made in the Court, which could not be 
immedlateljr checked by the officers. Capt. Lewis retired from 
the bar, amidst the warmest congratulations of his friends. 

The Learned Judge said that he felt happy In stating that 
Captain Lewis was discharged without the slightest imputation 
upon him, but that on the contrary be appeared to have done 
hfo duty In a manner which reflected great credit upon him* 

The business of the Special Commission was brought 
to a close on Satorday, 14th Jannaij, having occnpied 
twelve days. 
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EXECUTION OP FOUR OP THE RIOTERS. 

On Friday, the 87th January, Davis, Clarke, Gregory, and 
Kayes, snffered the extreme penalty of the law, at the usual 
place of execution, over the Gaol entrance. V ines's sentence 
was commuted to perpetual banishment. 

Christopher Davis was a man of sunerior station in society 
to the other prisoners, possessing an inoependence, it is said, of 
j£300. a-year ; therefore his encouragement to the mob by his 
gesticulations and violent harangues, was hiehly dangerous and 
inflammatory. He has accustomed himself for years past to use 
the same kind of language whenever occasion presented for a 
display of his political leaning, which unfortunately too often 
occurred, and as it seems was diligently sought after, until at 
length it brought him to an ignominious death. After the 
accession of Earl Grey*s Ministry to power, and the introduc- 
tion of the Reform Bill, his partv violence evidently increased, 
and he lost no opportunity to decry the Bishops, the Estab- 
lished religion of tne country, the Anti-Reformers, and in fact 
every individual or establishment which he conceived to stand 
in the way of a sweeping change in the public affairs of this 
kingdom. His participation m the riotous proceedings was 
connned to excitmg language and gestures, at various scenes of 
outrage ; but it is evident that though he abstained from actual 
personal assistance in the demolition of building and property, 
nis conduct was e<]ually criminal with that of ttte more active. 

Wm. Clarke resided at Bedminster, and worked as a sawyer. 
It did. not appear that he had any share in the riotous proceed- 
ings on the Saturday ; but having joined the mob on the Sunday, 
he took a prominent part in tne destruction of the Gaol and 
Bridewell, the keys of which he exnltingly displayed in his after 
progress, particularly when returning Trom the destruction of 
Lawford*8 Gate prison, in which also he was actively engaged. 
In various parts of the city, this man, who was very athletic in 
his person, led on the rioters, armed with an iron bar, and using 
language of the most violent kind. 

Thomas Gregory (a labourer) was proved to have aided in 
burning and destroying the house or Mr. Strong, in Queen- 
square, and of having been most i&ctive and daring in other 
scenes of devastation. 

Joseph Kajresfa labourer) was convicted of similar enormities, 
and assisting in the destraction of the house of Mr. Chas. Bull, 
in Queen-square. 

On the day of the execution, the city was well protected by 
the military and civil power, and no disposition to outrage wat 
manifested in any quarter. 
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COURT-MARTIAL 
ON LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BRERETON 

AT THB MEBCHANTS'-HALL. 



First Day. — Mandajfy January 9tA, 1832. 



At ElereD o'clock, the Members of the Court took 
their places in the following order: — 

Head cf ths TabU : 
Tbb Phssxdbnt— LieutonaiLt^Genenl Sir Hbmrt Fans. 



Right hand sidsofthe Table. 

1. Major-General Lord Burorersh. 

2. Major-General Sir John Ross. 

3. Coumel Lygon, 2d life guards, 

4. Colonel Duffy, Unattached. 

5. Colonel Arnold. 

6. Lieat.-Colonel Keyt, 84th foot. 

7. Lt.-Col.CHATTSRTON,4thdr .guards 



Left hand tide if the TdbU. 

1. Major-General R. Ellxcb. 

2. Major-General Sir Chas. Brucb. 

3. Colonel Warburton, 8th foot. 

4. Col. Lambbrt, g^nadier guards. 

5. Colonel Forster, artillerj. 

6. Lieut.-Col. Grey, 2d drag, guards 

7. Lieut.-Col. Clarke, 5th ditto. 



Colonel Brereton being in attendance, the King's 
Warrant for holding the Court-Martial was read by 
Captain Thompson, 8l8t regiment, the Acting Deputy 
Judge Advocate. The Prisoner's p5rofessional Advisers 
were, Mr. HuRLE, Barrister, and Mr. T. M. Evans, 
Solicitor. 

The list of Officers composing the Court was next 
read to the prisoner, who made no objection to them. 
The President and the other Members of the Court were 
then sworn. 

Sir H. Fane, the President, addressed the Officers 
composing the Court, entreating them to discard from 
their minds any prejudicial feeling towards the prisoner 
which they might have entertained. 

The several charges were read by the Deputy Judge 
Advocate ; to the whole of which Ldeut-Col. Brereton 
pleaded Not Guilty. 

The Deputv Judge Advocate then read the list of 
evidence for the prosecution, and a letter from Colonel 
Brereton, containing his list of witnesses. 
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CHARGES AGAINST THE PRISONER. 

K For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, haviog on 29Ui Oct. 
183 1 9 and on the two following days, the command of the 
troops in the city of Bristol, ^ith directions (duly authorised) 
to he in communication with the Magistrates of the citj^ aad 
to arrange with them for the disposal of the said troops in the 
event of the services of the troops bein^ required % and great 
disturbance and riot prevailing in the said city on the said 29th 
of Oct. by reason whereof the said troops were, in the afternoon 
of that day, called out by the Magistrates of the city, and the 
riot act having been repeatedly read, the said Lieut.-Coionel 
was several times, during the evening, directed bj the said 
Magistrates to use force for Uie dispersion of the rioters, and 
the restoration or maintenance of the public peace ; nevertheless 
he, the said Lieut.-Col. Brereton, did not act with any vigour 
or effect in execution of such directions of the said Magistrates, 
but for the most part declined or neglected to comply with the 
same, and conducted himself in a feeble and temporizing 
manner, calculated only to encourage the rioters in their 
violent proceedings. 

8. For that on Sunday, 30th Oct., when the Magistrates for 
Bristol had required the attendance of troops in Queen-square, 
to save the Mansion-house, which was violently attacked by a 
larjge body of rioters, and when, in consequence of such requi* 
sition, one troop of the 8rd dragoon guaras, and one troop of 
the 14th light dragoons, were, some time in the forenoon of 
the day, assembled in Queen-square under the personal com- 
mand of him, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, he, the said LieuU-CoL, 
shortly afterwards directed the said troop of the l4th light 
dragoons to withdraw to their quarters at Fisher^s stables, 
adjoining to College-green, in the said city, on the plea that 
their presence only exasperated the populace, by which pro* 
ceeding the said Lieut.-Colonel improperly weakened the force 
assembled as aforesaid in Queen-square ; and for that afterwards, 
about noon of the same day, the said Lieut.-Colonel ordered 
the whole of the squadron of the 14th light dragoons, then 

?|uartered in the said city, including the troop so withdrawn 
rom Queen-square as aforesaid, to move from Bristol to 
Keynsham, a distance of about five miles, contrary to the 
declared wishes aud opinions of the said Magistrates, and in 
violation of the duty wherewith he was intrusted, of guarding 
the peace of the city : the said city being then in so disturbea 
and riotous a state that the whole of the troops ought to have 
been stationed where their services might have neen made 
available at the shortest notice. 

3. For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, stated to the said 
Magistrates, or some of them, as a reason for moving the said 
squadron as aforesaid from Bristol to Keynsham, 4m the 
said Sunday, that the men and horses of the said squadron were 
in so jaded and exhausted a state that thev were equal to little 
or no exertion (or words to that effect), whereas both the said 
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meo aod hones were at the time of their removal «g aforesaid 
in an efficient stale, and fit for any duty that might be required 
of them. 

4. For that he, Lieut.-Gol. Brereton, in the afternoon of the 
said Sunday, repeatedly refused, in positive terms, to comply 
with the directions and entreaties of the said Magistrates* 
requiring him to recall the said squadron from Kevnsham, and 
to employ the troops under his command to check the tumult 
and riot in the said city, which were then increasing in an 
alarming manner, several of the public buildings having been 
attacked and broken into by the rioters, with every prospect 
of a still further extension oi outrage, and of a wide destruction 
of houses and proper t v. 

5. For that, about four o'clock in the afternoon of the said 
Sunday, when the rioters, after having broken into the bride- 
well of the said city, and released the prisoners therein, and set 
the bridewell on fire, were proceedings as it appeared, to the 
city ^ol, to attack and break into the same; and when the said 
Magistrates peremptorily required him, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
to employ the force under his command in protecting the said 
gaol, and putting down the rioters (or to that effect), he, the 
said Lieut .-Colonel, refused or declined complying with such 
requisitions ; and the said Lieut.-Colonel, although he after- 
wards sent a detachment of the 3d dragoon guards to the said 
gaoi» did, however, give positive orders to Cornet Kelson, 
commanding the same, oa no account whatever to use force i 
and that he was only to go to the gaol, and come back (or 
words to that effect). In conformity with which orders the 
said detachment proceeded to the front of the said gaol, and 
returned therefrom immediately, without having otherwise 
interrupted or interfered with the rioters, and this notwith- 
standing that, when the said detachment arrived at the said 
gaol, the rioters had broken into the same, and had released, 
and were releasing, the prisoners ; and were also preparing to 
set fire to the governor's house within the said gaol, which 
house was in fact fired and destroyed by the rioters, shortly 
after the departure of the said detachment from the front of 
the said gaol. 

6. For that, about seven or eight o'clock in the evening of 
the said Sunday, when the Bishop's palace in Bristol had been 
attacked by the rioters, and the Magistrates had thereupon 
required the attendance of the troops to save the said palace $ 
and that when, after the said rioters had broken in the gates 
of the palaee«court, and bad also forced the main door of the 
palace itself, he, Lieut.-Colonel Brereton, with a detachment 
of the 8d dragoons ffoards, under his immediate and personal 
command, entered tnesaid palace-court, and formed such detach- 
ment within the same i nevertheless he, the said Lieut.-CoIonel, 
remained in the said palace-court wholly inactive, with the said 
detachment, during the commission of various acts of outrage 
by the rioters, under his own eyes, be, the said LieuL-Colonel, 
refusing or omitting to comply with the application of certain 
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of the Bishop's servmoU, as well as of certatii consUblea aad 
other persons there present, to afford them assistance, in order 
to check the outrages of the rioters, and to save the said 
palace, and the property therein contained i and on the con- 
trary thereof, he, tne said Lieat.-Golonel, gave most oeremp- 
torj orders to the said detachment not to use any Tioieoce to 
the'rioters, or to that effect, and passively permitted certain of 
the rioters returning out of the said palace, laden irith plunder, 
to escape, and at the same time released, or causM to be 
released, certain of the said rioters who had been apprehended 
in or about the said palace, in the act of committing outraeea, 
or carrying off plunder, and whom the persons apprehending 
them had consigned or offered to consign to the custody of the 
said' detachment. 

7. For that he, Lieut-Colonel Brereton, about the hoar of 
eight or nine o'clock on the said Sunday evening, at a time 
when the Mansion-house of the city was in flames, and when 
he, the said LieuL-Golonel, was in the immediate and personml 
command of a detachment of the 3d dragoon guards formed in 
Queen-square, in which square the Mansion-house then stood, 
did, nevertheless, make no attempt whatever to arrest the pro* 
gress of such fire, nor did he give any order or make any 
provision with the said detachment of dragoon guards to prevent 
the committing of further outrages, or the firing of other houses 
and buildines by the rioters; nut, on the contrary thereof, 
after remaining near the said Nf ansion-house about ten minutes, 
he, the said Lieut.-Col. marched off with the said detachment, 
or with the greater part thereof, which he ordered to return to 
its quarters, thereby leaving, throughout the whole evening 
and night. Queen-square aforesaid, and its inhabitants, unpro* 
tected and entirely under the dominion of the rioters; in 
consequence whereof the houses and buildines composing two 
entire sides of the said square, including the Mansion-4iouse, 
the Custom-house, and the Excise-office, m the course of the 
said night were set on fire by the rioters, and reduced to ashes. 

8. For that he, Lieut.-Colonel Brereton, on the arrival in 
Bristol of the Dodington troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, under 
the command of Capt. Codriogton, about eleven o^clock on the 
said Sunday evenioff, which arrival was reported to the said 
Lieut.-Colonel by the said Captain in person, neglected or 
omitted to avail himself (as in his capacity of commanding 
officer of the troops in Bristol it was his duty to do) of the 
services of the said troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, or even to give 
any distinct or sufficient orders for retaining the same in 4.he 
city, although numerous houses and buildings in different parts 
of the city were then on fire, and although further conflagrations 
were threatened and expected. 

9. For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, having received from 
the Mayor of Bristol a certain letter, dated twelve o'clock, 
Sunday night, Oct. 30, to the following effect, that he, the 
said LieuL-Colonel, was to consider himself fully authorised 
to take whatever steps and to give whatever orders he, as the 
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military commander of the troops in the said city, roif ht think 
fit to restore and preserve as far as possible the pubnc peace, 
did nevertheless, for the space of nearly four hours after he had 
received the said letter, which was soon after the date thereof, 
Deglect to take any steps, or to give any orders to, or make any 
attempt whatever, with the troops under his command, for the 
purposes in the said letter mentioned; but« on the contrary 
thereof, he, the said Lieut.-Colonel, retired to his bed, and 
remained there for several hours together during the night of 
the said Sunday, the 30th, or morning of Monday, the Slst 
Oct. at a time when the rioters, without check or controul, 
were committing acts of |^ros8 outrage, tumult, and destruction, 
in various parts of the said citv. 

10. For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, when he was after- 
wards, about four o'clock in the morning of Monday, 31st Oct. 
called out of bed by a Magistrate of the said city, and desired 
by him to march troops instantly to Queen-square, which was 
in danger of being entirely destroyed by fire, manifested great 
reluctance to comply with such desire, he, the said Lieut.- 
Colonel, sUting that the troops would be of no use, for that the 
horses would not stand such a fire, or other words to that effect. 

11. For that he, Lieut.-Col. Brereton, at various times, and 
on various occasions durinj^ the said 20lh, 30th, and 31st Oct. 
when it was his duty to resist and put down the rioters, weakly 
yielded to or temporized with them, frequently shaking hands 
with them, addressing them familiarly, and even using to them 
language which reflected on the conduct of a portion of the 
troops under his command, and which was calculated to add 
to the irritation of the rioters, and at the same time to augment 
their confidence in their own strength and newer. 

Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part of the said Lieut.* Col. 
Brereton, evincing great want of the vigour and decision 
requisite for the duties in which he was engaged, being highly 
disgraceful to bis character as an oflicer,and prejudicial to good 
oroer and military discipline, and tending to destroy the con- 
fidence of the troops in their officers, and to reflect dishonour on 
his Majesty *s service. 

Major-Greneral Sir Charles Dalbiac, the Prose- 
cutor, then read the. following 

ADDRESS TO THE COURT. 

'^ Mr. President, and the Members of this Honorable 
Court, — ^I appear before you, at the suit of the King, 
as the Prosecutor of Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton, the 
prisoner at your bar. 

^' It is unnecessary that I should occupy the time of the 
Court in expatiating on the nature of the charges here 

!>referred against Lieut.-Col. Brereton. I shall there- 
ore content myself for the present by observing, that 
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amongst those charges there are some which cany on 
the face of them a character of culpability such as I do 
yerily believe to be altogether unprecedented and un- 
heard of in the case of a British Officer. Neither is it 
necessary that I should detain the Court at any length 
by observations as to the sreat objects or the vast im* 
portance of this trial. The Bristol Riots, with their 
disgracefid consequences, have formed a themefor dis- 
cussion in every public print, and in every private 
society throughout the kingdom. The subject has been 
canvassed by all ranks and oy all parties ; some ascribing 
the consequences to one cause, some to another. There 
are those who would affix the greater blame to the dvil 
authorities ; there are those who insist that blame attaches 
exclusively to the military. On one point alone all are 
agreed, namely, that in some quarter or other culpability 
is unquestionable. These conflicting opinions, as to 
the due apportionment of blame, combined with the. vast 
importance of the subject, as generally considered, have 
powerfully fixed the attention of the public, no less than 
of the army, on the proceedings of the Court here as- 
sembled. The intensity of interest excited, with respect 
to this trial, is such as has rarely been equalled in mat- 
ters submitted to the cognizance and the decision of a 
military tribunal ; and this interest has been greatly kept 
alive by another remarkable circumstance. Never, I 
believe, was there a case of which the leading facts and 
circumstances (I speak as connected with the military,) 
were, after a considerable lapse of time, less perfectly 
known, or less distincdy understood ; and yet never, 
most certainly, was there a case in which the public had 
a more just demand for the fullest and most authentic 
information. 

^^ I would further illustrate the importance of this trial 
bv observing, that it must inevitably bring before the 
Court a variety of matter which incidentiuly involves 
some questions of deep and vital importance : I mean 
questions as to a due and salutary co-operation between 
the civil and the military powers of these kingdoms, 
upon all occasions of public outrage and disturbance 
wnich may be sufficiently serious to require the assist- 
ance of die military arm. Questions of this nature 
cannot fail perpetually to present themselves to the 
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Court during the details which this trial must disclose ; 
and' questions more truly momentous cannot easily be 
imagined. They relate most intimately to the moral 
and professional duties of a soldier. They aflTect the 
personal safety of the subject, and the security of all 
property, public and priyate. They touch in short, more 
or less closely, upon almost eyeiy interest that is dear 
to an enlightened and a ciinUized community. Nor can 
the consideration of such questions, so far as the same 
may be connected with the case of the prisoner, and to 
an extent compatible with the functions of a military 
tribunal, be deemed by this Court to be matter of light 
importance. 

'^ Up to the present moment, it may be said that the 
Bristol Riots, as influenced by the operations of his 
Majesty's troops, haye been left witiiout public inyesti- 
gation. The conduct pursued on that disastrous occa- 
sion by the Officer who has now to answer before you 
has indeed been submitted to a preliminary £nquiry, 
before a Court of which I had the honour to be Presi- 
dent. The functions of such a Court, howeyer, in cases 
like that of the prisoner, bear a close resemblance to a 
Grand Jury; — ^its proceedings are priyate ; the object 
of it being solely to ascertain whether there exist fair and 
sufficient grounds for exposing the party under impu- 
tation to the disgrace and anxiety of a public trial. 

^^ It is proper I should apprize the Court that the 
trial about to commence will impose upon them no 
ordinary weight of labour and anxiety. The eyidence 
to be produced will unayoidably be considerable ; more 
so, howeyer, by the number of witnesses to be examined, 
than by the body of their eyidence ; and no efibrts of 
mine shall be spared to hghten and simplify the task, 
by reducing that eyidence into a form as concise as may 
be consistent with a perspicuous exhibition of the merits 
of the case. 

^^ It is further needfVil for me to remind the Court, 
that a larffe portion of the testimony to be produced will 
relate to £icts and circumstances which occurred during 
three days and two nights of extreme and almost inces- 
sant disorder and alarm. Occasional discrepancies in 
that testimony, as far as relates to questions oi time, and 
certain other subordinate matters, must consequentiy be 
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eiqiccled. I anticqMite no diflicnhy, lioweTer, inreeoB- 
dniig lliese Taiialkiiis as Id eroy ciwentiatl p<«it. N<Mr 
do lentertjaiitliefiuntestappiciieiisiimtliatthegeiifin^ 
teiHir of tlie e^idenoe v^^mi any one of the charges can 
be at all mTalidated by sncfa sliglit and cMnparatiTdy 
animportant disagreements. 

~ ^ It woold be highly presomptnoos in me to impress 
upon soch a Comt as this that their dear and simple 
mie of dnty is to prononnce their judgment solely upon 
the eridoice wiuch shall be prodnocn. Daly however 
to estimate the bearings of that evidence upon the 
weighty charges preferred against the prisoner, and 
patiently to airiTe at just condnsions, throogh a long 
coarse of investigation, often of a character extremdy 
delicate, will be toond by the Court to form a task un- 
usually arduous. And if this should be fdt by the 
Court collectively, c<Mnposed, as I observe it to be 
throughout, of Officers distinguished by their rank, and 
of acknowledged judgment and experience in the service, 
how must it be fdt by the individual who has to sustain 
the painfiil duty of conducting the prosecution ? Most 
ardently indeed could I have deored that this office 
might have fallen upon strength more duly proportioned 
to its weight and ^fficolty. So very unconscious do I 
fed of the powers which are demanded for the adequate 
dischai^e of so heavy a responsibility, that I have at 
times considered whether his Majesty's service might not 
have been benefitted had I solicited an exemption from 
the burden : from such solidtation, however, I have been 
withheld, by the prindple which has unifonnly prompted 
me through a long professional life ; and that prindple 
is, never to shrink 6rom any duty which the King may 
gradously think proper to impose upon me, but to 
devote to the execution of it the best of my humble 
abilities. I am deeply sensible, however, that upon this 
occasion my deficiencies may partially defeat the ends of 
justice — ^that through want or skill I may possibly fiul 
to press home upon the prisoner the frdl force of the 
evidence produced against him ; and thus in efiect may 
relieve him of a portion of the culpability which attaches 
to the misconduct imputed to him ; and if this should be 
so, I have only to beg that the frdlure may be ascribed 
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exdcurivelj to the want of powers in the prosecutor ; — 
to any thing rather than a want of zeal ror the service 
of his Majesty^ or for the honour of the British army. 
Such indulgence I confidendy expect from this Court, 
and still more confidently from the wonted clemency of 
our most gracious Monarch. 

^^ There is one circumstance in the present case from 
which my mind has derived almost unspeakable relief — 
a circumstance which rarely befalls the prosecutor in a 
trial by General Court Martial : — ^it is, that I enter this 
Court without the slightest tinge of personal prejudice 
or of partiality toviraras the prisoner at your bar. The 
task imposed upon me of conducting the prosecution in 
this trial has entirely resulted from my having been the 
President of the Court of Enquiry which assembled 
vrithin this Hall on the 17th of November last. To me 
Iiieut.-Colonel Brereton was unknovni previous to that 
occasion ; and from the moment when I was honoured 
with the conmiands of General Lord Hill, to sit as Pre- 
sident of that Court, I scrupulously withdrew my atten- 
tion from every recital of circumstances connected with 
the Bristol Riots which tended to reflect on Lieut.-CoI. 
Brereton, whether such recital were to be derived from 
private conversation or from the public prints. My 
impressions and conclusions respecting his conduct have 
been drawn exclusively from the evidence produced 
before that Court of Enquiry ; to the whole of which 
evidence Lieut.-Col. Brereton, and his friend, Major 
EUard, were admitted ; and it is no light satisfaction to 
reflect, that the prisoner has had the benefit of being in 
possession of tne substance and the nature of that 
evidence, from the time that the Court of Enquiry closed 
its proceedings, up to the period of assembly of this more 
important Tribunal. 

^' I feel assured, moreover, that Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
and Major EUard vrill do me the justice to remember, 
that in the examination, by the Court of Enquiry, of 
some of the early and most important vdtnesses (I mean 
the leading members of the Municipal Authotities of 
this city,) I took all the pains, consistent with my situa- 
tion, to ascertain whether Iieut.-Colonel Brereton had 
receiTed all the assistance, and support, and co-operation, 
from the Ciinil Authorities, which, under the emergencies 
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that presented themselTes during the Riots in this city, 
he, as the Commanding Officer of his Majestf 's troops, 
had so great a right to expect. 

** HaTinsp premised thus much, I shaU now proceed 
with a brief outline of the events which took place during 
the Bristol Riots on the 29th, SOth, and 3Ist October, 
BO far as those events were in any wise influenced by the 
disposition or the operations of his Migesty's troops, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Brereton : this out- 
line is su)>mitted with a view to connect, for the infor- 
mation of the Court, the general chain of circumstances, 
to which the several charges preferred against Lieut.* 
Col. Brereton have reference. It has been drawn with 
a scrupulous assiduity for the preservation of truth, iGrom 
the most unprejudiced and impartial view of the testi- 
mony produced before the late Court of Enquiry, and 
my chief care has been to introduce no statement or 
expression reflecting upon the conduct of Iieut.-CoI. 
Brereton, that I do not feel prepared to substantiate by 
the most full and satisfactory evidence. 

" The Session for the Gaol Delivery of the city of 
Bristol had been fixed for the 29th October, and the 
Municipal Authorities, being apprehensive that dis- 
turbances might arise upon that occasion, had caused a 
solicitation to be addressed to the Secretary of State, 
for a military force to be sent to Bristol in aid of the 
civil power, for the preservation of the public peace. 
Accordingly one troop of the 3rd dragoon guards, and 
two troops of the 14th light dragoons, were placed at 
the disposal of the Civil Authorities ; and these troops 
having arrived within the city at an early hour on the 
29th Oct. had quarters assigned to them about five 
o*clock,p.m. at two extensive livery stables,-— one called 
the Horse Bazaar, kept by Mr. Lei^h — the other called 
the Horse Repository, kept by Mr. Fisher. -These 
livery stables are contiguous to each other, in the im* 
mediate vicinity and on the north side of College-green : 
on the opposite side of the €}reen is the Office of the 
Recmiling District, where was fixed the alarm-post, 
and the back of which office looks upon the court of 
the Bishop's Palace : at the north-east angle of the 
Green is Unity-street, in which street, at No. 2, (the 
residence of the District Adjutant) Lieut.-€ol. Brereton 
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took up his quarters during the 29th, SOth, and 31st of 
October. I haye been particular as to these localities, 
because I deem it essential for the Court to understand 
that the quarters of Lieut.-Col. Brereton and the Dis- 
trict Office, where was fixed the alarm-post, and the 
stations of the troops, were within easy distance of each 
other. To describe these localities with stiU greater 
relatiye precision, it may be said that the three points 
stand as a triangle, each point about 200 yards apart. 

^' The Recorder made his entry into Bristol in the 
forenoon of 29th October. A considerable concourse 
of people assembled for the occasion ; — ^tumult soon 
conmienced, and continued to increase through the day. 
Towards five or six o^clock in the eyening, the Mansion- 
house was fiiriously attacked by the mob, and the 
Ciyil Authorities therein assembled, being yery seriously 
threatened, it became necessary to caU out the military, 
and to read the Riot Act. The troops formed quickly 
upon the alarm post ; and here I beg to draw the par- 
ticular attention of the Court to the circumstance that 
the troop of the 3d dragoon guards and the troop of the 
14th light dragoons, miich first arriyed on the alarm- 

J^ost, were seyerally ordered by Lieut-Col. Brereton to 
oad ; the troops loaded accordingly, and thus receiyed 
an impression, that if required to act, fire-arms were of 
course to be employed. 

^' Ldeut.-Col. Brereton, with the troops, soon arriyed 
in firont of the Mansion-house in Queen-square ; he was 
then informed by the Ciyil Authorities of the yiolent 
proceedings of the mob. He there witnessed the efiects 
of those proceeding upon the Mansion-house ; he was 
told that the proclamation prescribed by the Riot Act 
had been made; he was directed by the Ciyil Authorities 
to dear the streets and to disperse the mob. Instead 
of carrying these directions into prompt and effectual 
execution, as became his duty to do, Lieut-Colonel 
Brereton ordered the troops to ^^ ride through'* and to 
'^ walk away^ the rioters. The 14th light dragoons for 
a time had not eyen their swords drawn. The conduct 
of the rioters became more and more audacious and 
turbulent. Brickbats, stones, and other missiles con- 
tinued to be leyelled at the troops, the constables, and 
the Mansion-house; three of the 14th light dragoons, 
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and two or three constables, were carried into the 
Mansion-house, more or less sererely woonded. One 
troop of the 14th light dragoons (the other troops 
haying retired to refresh and feed) had been ord^ied 
to ^ charge;^ this was about eleren at night, and 
the troop of the 14th then drew swords for the first 
time, but the order to repel by force was given by 
Lieut. -Colonel Brereton in terms too equiTOced to be 
clearly understood, or to be strictly adhered to ; the 
order was ^* to use the flat of the swords as mm^h as 
passibley and not to proceed to extremities till absolutely 
necessary f and even this qualified order to repel by 
force was shortly rescinded; and subsequently, when 
that troop receiTed considerable annoyance fi!om numbers 
of the rioters, who had taken refuge in barges, and in 
places under cover, where the troop eould not reach 
them, or make any return but by means of fire-arms, to 

most peremptory order to the troop not to fire. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock (on the same night, Saturday,) 
Captain Gage's troop of the 14th dragoons, which had 
previously retired to feed, returned to Queen-square, and 
was shorUy after dispatched to Corn-street, with orders 
to disperse a mob which had commenced a fdrious attack 
upon the Council-house. Capt Gage, being upon'-that 
occasion left to his own discretion, obeyed the order 
which he had received, as became an officer in his Ma- 
jesty's service. The rioters were promptly and efiectually 
dispersed ; and the Council-house, a noble structure in 
the very heart of the city, was thus preserved fi-om 
destruction. This circumstance forms, in my humble 
judgment, a most important feature in the Bristol riots. 
The rioters, foiled in their attempts on the Council- 
house, resolved to wreak their revenge upon the soldiers 
who had despoiled them of their prey ; mey accordingly 
retired into the narrow passages and alleys, whence they 
kept up a constant shower of stones and pieces of cut 
iron, and other missiles, upon the troop, as it continued 
to discharge its duty by patroling un and down the 
streets, for the maintenance of the public peace. From 
out of one of these alleys in Wine-street, whence the 
dragoons had been exposed to very great annoyance, a 
person was seen to issue as the troop was about to pass, 
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a second time, when liaving advanced nearly up to, and 
having commenced to throw stones and other missiles 
as before, at the persons marching in front of the troop, 
some of wtiich missiles struck the shutters on the oppo- 
site side of the street, a dragoon fired at the man, and 
brought him to the ground ; which had the effect of 
clearing every passage and alley in Wine-street. This 
circumstance has been laid hold of as the sole cause of 
the exasperation of the rioters against the 14th dra- 
goons ; but the real truth is, the exasperation of the 
rioters against that corps, originated in the circumstance 
of their having been disturb^ by the 14th dragoons in 
their attack upon the Council-house ; indeed there can- 
not exist a doubt, but that for the timely interposition 
of Capt. Gage's troop, the work of pillage and of incen- 
diarism would have commenced with that building. 
For what other possible purpose but pillage and demo- 
lition could an attack have been directed at that period 
against the Council-house, when (as is well known,) 
the cause of the excitement, on the part of the rioters, 
lay in a different quarter of the dty, and when the 
objects of their irritation were aU assembled within the 
Mansion-house ? In the course of that night (Saturday) 
and the day following, Lieut.-CoL Brereton, whilst in 
the personal command and in the presence of the troops 
(of the troop of the 3rd dragoon guards in particular) 
was repeatedly observed to mix himself with the mob, 
to shake hands with the rioters, to ente^r into other 
familiarities with them, and to admit familiarities on 
their part towards himself: he was moreover heard to 
address the rioters, both with respect to his own mea- 
sures and sentiments, as well as to the conduct of the 
14th dragoons, in language which no circumstances, in 
which an officer conmianding his Migest^*s troops may 
be placed, can ever justify towards a lawless and tu- 
moltuons assembly. 

'^ Thus was pursued a temporising system on the part 
of Lieut-Colonel Brereton towards the Bristol rioters, 
which forms the serious subject of the eleventh charge ; 
the sure results of which svdtem were but too fatsdly' 
developed in the course of the following day and night, 
by the uncontrolled and outrageous excesses of the 
rioters, and by the disgracefol destruction of public and 

u 
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pf piirate property, whilst the efforts of his Migestjr's 
troops were paralysed by a most ruinous and distorted 
principle of command. Towards two o^clock on Sun- 
day morning, dOth Oct., a considerable portion of the 
mob had moved off, and there being every appearance 
of tranquillity, the troops retired to their quarters, with 
the exception of a picquet of the drd dragoon guards 
left at tne Mansion-house, and a picquet of the 14th 
dragoons left at the CouncU-house ; which picquets were 
relieved at due intervals, till between 7 or 8 o'clock in 
the morning (Sunday,) when Lieut.-Colonel Brereton 
ordered boui picquets to return to their quarters. 

^^ Queen-square being then left entirely without mili- 
tary protection, and nearly the whole of the constables 
having disappeared, the mob commenced a furious 
attack upon the Mansion-house ; and the Mayor and 
other persons who were then within it, found it expedient 
to make their escape by the roof and over the roofs of 
other houses. The Riot Act was again read, the troops 
were again called into Queen-square, and Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton was peremptorily ordered by one of the Civil 
Authorities to disperse the mob, which order he, Lieut- 
Col. Brereton, peremptorily resisted. The troop of the 
3rd dragoon guards which had arrived first, was received 
by the mob with cheers ; one troop of the 1 4th dragoons 
which followed, having formed alongside the 3rd dra- 
doon guards, was received by the mob with hisses and 
execrations, and every opprobrious epithet, accompanied 
with threats of the most diabolical character. To these 
indignities was the troop of the 14th dragoons exposed 
for some some time in the immediate presence of Xaeut.- 
Col. Brereton, whilst certain of the mob advanced up 
to, and entered into familiarities with the Lieut-Colonel. 
The conduct of the mob towards the 1 4th dragoons 
became however so outrageous, that Lieut-Col. Brere- 
ton went up to Capt. Gage, who conmianded the troop, 
and addressed him to the following effect : — " It ap- 
'^ pears that the whole of the disturbance at this period 
'^ is caused by the presence of the 14th dragoons — yon 
'^ will be pleased, Sir, to take your troop home again 
" inunediately.'' 

/^ No sooner was the troop put |n march (in column of 
three,) than it was followed oy the mob, hissings abusLog 
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and pelting the troop mth brick-bats, stones, and other 
missiles. In Princess-street the troop was compelled to 
pnt '^ threes about" and driye back the mob — but when 
the troop again retired, the mob faced about, and fol- 
lowed as before ; and on arriying near College-green, 
the troop was so severely pelted, that Capt. Oa^e, who, 
with infinite judgment and propriety, marched in the 
rear, found it absolutely necessary to order ^' rear threes 
— ^present pistols !" The mob recoiled, and some of 
the inhabitants being then on their way to church, Capt. 
Gkige ordered " recover arms !** Tms forbearance on 
the part of the troops only served to make the mob more 
daring and outrageous than before ; and renewing their 
attacks with redoubled fury, up to the very heels of the 
horses, Capt. Gage ordered " rear threes ! — ^present ! — 
fire !*s The rear threes, having given their nre, paussed 
smartly to the fi*ont, and the next " rear threes" received 
in like manner " present — ^fire." 

'^ Six, perhaps seven shots, were fired on this occasion 
— and it is believed, that one man was killed and two 
or three wounded. The troop reached its quarters 
without much further molestation. 

^^ Soon after this, Lieut-Col. Brereton being on his 
way firom Queen-square towards College-green, en- 
countered the mob which had pursued the troop of the 
14th dragoons to its quarters. The rioters told their 
tale, and preferred their grievance to Lieut.-Col. Brere- 
ton, vowing at the same time the most brutal vengeance 
against the 14th dragoons, and threatening to destroy 
the whole city unless the squadron of that regiment was 
marched out of Bristol. It was with this body of 
rioters and their confederates that Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
thought fit to enter into terms, which compromised the 
honour of his Majesty's troops, the safety of the city of 
Bristol, and his own character as an ofiicer. 

^^ It was to Ratify, or to conciliate this mob, to assuage 
their thirst for the blood of the 14th dragoons, that 
Lieut.-Colonel Brereton formed the fatal determination, 
and gave the fatal promise to remove the squadron of 
that regiment out of the city ; he rec0iving the slender 
return of vows and protestations firom a set of licentious 
miscreants, that all outrage and violence should termi- 
nate with the departure of the 14th dragoons. Li^ut.- 

u 2 
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Colonel Brereton most faithfully fulfilled his part of the 
contract ; the Court \dU shordy learn how the mob per- 
formed their part. Lieut.-Col. Brereton proceeded from 
the mob, by the way of the Mansion-house, to the Guild- 
haU, accompanied by Captain Warrington, of the 3rd 
dragoon guards, to announce to the Civil Authorities 
his determination to move the squadron of the 14th 
dragoons from the city, and to endeavour to obtain their 
sanction to the measure. I shall leave to the evidence 
which will be produced before the Court in support of 
the second charge, to detail the discussion which took 
place between the Civil Authorities and Lieut.-CoIonel 
Brereton ; merely observing in this place, that the alter- 
nate threats and promises of a licentious mob prevailed 
over the demands and entreaties of the Municipal 
Authorities. 

^^ The discussion at the Ouildhall ended, Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton proceeded direct to the quarters of the 14th 
dragoons, in order to carry his determination into effect. 
This was about noon on Sunday, the dOth Oct. The 
evidence to be produced in support of that part of the 
second charge will detail the orders which were given 
on this occasion for the march of the squadron oi the 
14th dragoons to Keynsham, as well as the indecent and 
disgraceml manner in which that squadron was hurried 
from its quarters by Lieut.-Col. Brereton. The same 
evidence will speak as to the state and condition and 
efficacy of the men and horses of the 14th dragoons, 
when they marched out of Bristol. 

'^ The squadron was pursued from its quarters by a 
portion of the rioters, hissing and abusing, and pelting 
the troops as before ; and it wajs to this circumstance 
that gave rise to the report, (which the Court may re* 
member to have observed in some of the public prints,} 
^' that the 14th dragoons had been driven out of the 
dty of Bristol by the mob.*^ This foul and atrocious 
libel answered however all the purposes of the moment. 
It was the signal for the conmiencement of the work of 
demolition ! Some time after the squadron of the 14th 
dragoons had left the city, or towards two o'clock, 
Lieut.-Colonel Brereton was again in attendance at the 
Ouildhall, where several of the citizens had assembled 
(at the requisition of the Mayor,) to consider of the best 
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means to restore the public peace, and prevent the fur- 
ther destruction of property. Some of the citizens 
present in the Guildhall expressed their wiUingness to 
act, but declined risking their lives unless supported by 
the military; and they impatiently demanaed of the 
Town Clerk why the 14th dragoons had been marched 
away, and the city left defenceless on this occasion. 
Mr. Sergeant Ludlow, the Town-Clerk, addressed Lieut- 
Col. Brereton, on the part and in the presence of the 
Civil Authorities, demanding of Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
in their name, and in the most imperative terms, that 
the squadron of the 14th dragoons should be recalled, 
and the troops be immediately employed for the restora- 
tion of the public peace, and to preserve the city from 
destruction. The evidence to be produced in support 
of the fourth charge will prove to the Court, that every 
demand on the part of the Civil Authorities, for the 
recall of the 14th dragoons, and for the employment of 
the troops, was pertinaciously and most peremptorily 
resisted Tby Lieut.-Col. Brereton. 

^^ From this period, until five o'clock on the following 
morning (Monday, the 31st October,) the city of Bristol 
was left to the uncontrolled dominion and fury of the 
rioters. The house of correction was the first object of 
attack. The rioters carried it by force, and liberated 
the prisoners, and by two o'clock, p.m. it was in flames, 
no efibrt whatever having been made to prevent or to 
check this daring outrage. 

" Towards three o'clock, P. M. a very considerable 
mob proceeded to attack the new gaol, and on this 
occasion, a detachment of the 3rd dragoon guards was 
ordered out, under Cornet Kelson, but before this de- 
tachment marched from the alarm post in College-green, 
it received the most peremptory orders from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brereton, as alleged in the fifth charge, that in 
any attempt to defend the gaol, the Dragoons were to 
use no violence whatever against th^ rioters. In obe- 
dience to these orders from Lieut.-Col. Brereton, the 
detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards proceeded to 
the gaol. It there halted in front of the building. His 
Msyesty's Dragoons — I speak it with shame — -his Ma- 
jesty's Dragoons looked patiendy on, whilst the rioters 
were busily and deeply engaged in their work of demo- 
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lition, the gaol gates having been ahready forced. The 
detachment remained for a minute or two in firont of the 
gaol, and then turned back to Queen-square. The 
rioters liberated the pnsoners from the gaol, to the 
number, I believe, of 150 or more, and then set fire to 
the governor's house. Such were the results of the 
orders given by lieut.-Col. Brereton to Comet Kelson, 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, who commanded that de- 
tachment. The toll-houses followed the New Gaol. 
They were set on fire about five o'clock. Next came 
the Bridewell at Lawford's Gate, which was fired at 
about half-past six, and soon after seven the flames 
began to ascend from the Mansion-house ; to none of 
which firings was the slightest interruption attempted. 

** Between seven and eight o'clock P. M. on the same 
evening (the 3(Hh) a mob was reported to be advancing 
towards the Bishop's palace. At that period, the Mayor 
and two or three other of the Civil Authorities were 
with Lieut.-Col. Brereton in the oflSce of the recruiting 
district, in College-green, the back of which office (as 
before stated) looks upon the court of the Bishop's 
Palace. 

^^ Lieut.-CoL Brereton proceeded into the said court 
with a detachment of the 8rd Dragoon Guards. The 
evidence to be produced in support of the 6th chaise 
will detail to the Court the unheard of manner in which 
the Dragoons, then under the personal command of 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton, were restricted from affording the 
slightest assistance to the constables and others to re- 
press the outrages of the rioters at that most critical 
period, or to secure the prisoners which had been taken 
in the very act of plunder, or of outrage, within the 
Palace. After remaining for some time in the court 
of the Bishop's Palace, Lieut.-Col. Brereton marched 
off with the detachment of the 3rd Dragoon Guards to 
Queen-square, leaving the Palace to the protection of 
the constables. The mob returned with an accession of 
numbers, the constables fled, and in less than half aA 
hour the Bishop's Palace was in flames. By the time 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton arrived with the detachment of the 
3rd Dragoon Guards in Queen-square, the Mansion*- 
house had been burning for more than an hour. 

*^ The evidence to be produced in support of the 7th 
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charge will prove that lieut^Colonel Brereton, afiter 
remaining ten minutes or a quarter of an hour in the 
Square, marched away with the whole of the detachment 
ofthe 3rd dragoon guards, from which time, then about 
half-past nine at night, until fiye the following morning, 
not a soldier was ordered to the Square, or the slightest 
effort made on the part of his Msyesty's troops to check 
the disgraceful destruction of property which followed 
the firing of the Mansion-house. Between ten and 
eleven oV'lock, p«m. Capt* Codrington, commanding the 
Dodington troop of Yeomanry Cavalry, reported in 
person to Lieut.-Col. Brereton the arrival of his troop 
in Bristol. The evidence to be produced in support of 
the eighth charge will prove that Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
neglected to give any distinct or positive orders to detain 
Captain Codnngton's troop of Yeomanry Cavalry in the 
city, or to avail himself in any way of its services for 
the restoration of the public peace, and to prevent the 
further destruction of property. Capt. Codrington left 
College-green with his troop soon after eleven o'clock, 
returning through Bristol by the way that he had 
arrived. 

<< At this awful period of Sunday night, (that is, be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock) at a time when the City 
of Bristol seemed to be threatened with total destruction, 
Ideut-Col. Brereton thought fit to retire to his quarters, 
and to his bed ! 

^' Soon after midnight Lieut.-Col. Brereton received 
a dispatch from the Mayor, dated Sunday night, twelve 
o'clock, requiring him, as commanding officer of the 
troops, ^ to take whatever steps he might think fit to 
restore and preserve as far as possible the public peace.' 

^^ Evidence will be produced, in support of the ninth 
charge, to show that the said requisition from the Mayor 
was utterly disregarded by Lieut.-C!ol. Brereton, who, 
instead of making the slightest efibrt to restore the 
public peace, and to prevent the further destruction of 
property, remained quietiy in his bed, after the delivery 
to him of the said dispatch from the Mayor of Bristol, 
although at that very time the whole of Bristol might 
be said to be illuminated by the conflagrations wmch 
were vomiting forth uncontrolled in different quarters 
of die city ! 
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^^ About half-past four o^dock on Monday moming, 
the Slst of October, Lient.-Col. Brereton was roused 
from his bed by Mr. Alderman Camplin, who, in com- 
pany with two other gentlemen, and Capt. Warrington 
of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, knocked up the Lieutenant- 
Colonel at No. 2, in Unity-street, requiring that military 
assistance should be dispatched as quiduy as possible 
to Queen-square. 

*^ I shall leave to Mr. Alderman Camplin, and to the 
two gentlemen who accompanied him, to substantiate 
the tenth charge, by detaiung the conyersation which 
took place upon that occasion between Mr. Alderman 
Camplin and Lieut.-Col. Brereton. 

^* The greater part of the troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Ouards having men turned out, Lieut-Col. Brereton 
proceeded with it to Queen-square, which he reached as 
nearly as possible at five o'cuock, A. M. By this time 
the north and west sides of Queen-square, (save an odd 
house or two, which appear to have escaped by miracle) 
were either in flames or reduced to ashes, and sacking 
and j»llage were at their height Indeed from the hour 
of seven o'clock on Sunday evening, when the Mansion- 
house was set on fire, me firing of other houses in 
Queen-square had been continuous through the whole 
night. The work of incendiarism had advanced in un- 
disturbed and systematic progression, from the east end 
(where stood the Mansion-house) to the west end of the 
north side of the Square, and from the north end to the 
south end of the west side of the Square. In pursuance 
of this systematic progression, therioters had commenced 
firing the house at the west end of the south side, and 
had attacked the house adjoining it, when Iaeut.-Col. 
Brereton arrived with the detachment of the 3rd Dra- 

foon Guards, at about five o'clock on Monday morning, 
t was on this occasion that the swords of the 3rd 
Dragoon Guards were first let loose; whether by a 
simultaneous and a generous impulse on the part of the 
Dragoons at beholding so vast and so iniquitous a de- 
struction of property, or whether by the implied or the 
declared permission of Lieut-Col. Brereton, I must 
leave the Court to consider, according to the evidence 
which will be produced. The mob was promptly and 
repeatedly charged and dispersed by the 3rd Dragoon 
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Guards, a good many persons being cut down ; and under 
the protection of the dragoons, some of the inhabi- 
tants were enabled to entei the end house on the south 
side of the Square, which had just been fired, and after 
driving out the rioters, to quench the flames. Knots 
and bands of rioters and plunderers continued, howeyer, 
to lurk about Queen-square and the a^oining streets ; 
and their numbers having again increased towards six 
o^dock, it was thought adyisable to charge and disperse 
them again, which was effected, as before, in the most 
prompt and decisive manner by the 3rd Dragoon Guards. 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton then sent for the squadron of the 
14th Dragoons from Keynsham. It reached Queen- 

Saare about eight o^cIock, where having remained 
out three quarters of an hour, and evenr thing appear- 
ing quiet, the squadron returned to its former quarters 
at Mr. Fisher's stables, near CoUege-green. 

'^ About seven o'clock on the same morning 31st Oct. 
M^jor Beckwith, of the 14th dragoons, arrived in 
Bristol with his Adjutant, having left Gloucester at 
three in the morning, and having first put in march 
another troop of the 14th dragoons from the latter place 
to join the squadron at Bristol, which troop reached 
the city in the course of the forenoon. 

^ I shall leave to M%jor Beckwith and to his Adjutant 
to relate for the Court's information the interview held 
by him with the civil authorities upon his first arrival, 
the report made of his arrival to Iiieut.-Col. Brereton, 
and the operations of the squadron of the 14th dragoons 
subsequent to his placing himself at its head. 

'^ Suffice it in this place to say, that the squadron of 
the 14th dragoons had not been long in its quarters 
before reports were received of outrages and disturb- 
ances having again occurred in different parts' of the 
city. The troops were again ordered out. The rioters 
were charged and- dispersed wherever they were found 
to assemble, and before mid-day, on the 31st, perfect 
tranquillity reigned throughout the city of Bristol. 
This was chiefly effected by that very squadron of the 
14th dragoons, which exactly twenty-four hours before 
had been pronounced by Lieut.-CoL Brereton, and re- 
ported by him to the Municipal Authorities assembled 
in the Guildhall, to be utterly insufiicient to restore the 
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public peace^ or to offer any effectual check to the out- 
rages of the rioters, or to the deplorable and disgracefal 
destruction of property which rollowed the remoYsl of 
that squadron from the city. The tranquillity thus re- 
stored was never after interrupted. 

^^ Such is the outline which I venture to offer to the 
Court, of the movements and the operations of the 
troops, under the command of Lieut.-Col. Br ereton, and 
of the events, consequent thereupon, which took place 
within the city of Bristol during those riots, which 
rendered the three last days of October so disgracefiilly 
memorable. 

'^ One word more, before 1 proceed to the fulfil- 
ment of the arduous duty that awaits me. It is not 
impossible that my anxiety to discharge that duty to 
the satisfaction of the King and of me service, may 
occasionally betray me into some appearance of unbe- 
coming earnestness, both in the collection of evidence, 
and in pressing it home against the prisoner. Should 
this be so, I have to beseech of Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
that he will ascribe my urgency to the right cause — a 
zealous devotion to the service of his Majesty, and a 
deep solicitude for the honor of our common profession. 
He will, I am satisfied, acquit me of any motive so 
unworthy, as a feeling of hostility towards himself, as 
an individual ; and he will, I doubt not, credit my entire 
sincerity, when I say that there can be little but unmixed 
bitterness in the discharge of a duty, which tends to 
brinff down punishment or dishonour upon the head of 
a feUow solder. 

'^ It is fiirther possible, that my want of legal know- 
ledge may mislead me at times into some improper 
coui-se. It may induce me to exaggerate the effect of 
the evidence against the prisoner, or it may suffer me 
to put questions, which are not altogether consistent 
witn equity, or conformable to the practice of military 
tribunals. On this head, however, my anxiety is far 
from overpowering. I am happily surrounded by ample 
means for the protection of the prisoner, against the 
consequence oi any errors or inadvertencies of mine. 
The Cfourt itself is, in a certain sense, counsel for the 
prisoner. His Majesty's Deputy Judge Advocate, an 
officer especially selected on account of the labours 
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which he has bestowed upon the subject of military trial, 
and of the credit which has attended his labours, is at 
hand, to check any departure from legal correctness of 
proceeding ; and the security of the prisoner against 
wrong is completed by the presence of his own profes- 
sional adyiser. It only remains for me, therefore, to 
give expression to my own sincere desire, that, when- 
erer in the course of these proceedings, a doubtful 
point may arise relatiYe to the admission or the efiect 
of evidence, or any other matter, such doubt may never 
be turned to the disadvantage of the party accused ; but 
that, on the contrary, the decision oi the Court, in all 
such instances may be, invariably, in favour of the 
prisoner. 

'^ I have now to submit to the Court the mode of pro- 
ceeding with respect to evidence. The charges being 
nnmerous, and many of them being distinct in circum- 
stance and in character, it appears desirable, not less 
for the sake of expedition than of perspicuity, that the 
charges should be dealt with seriatim, and in rotation, 
as they are severally preferred against the prisoner. I 
purpose, therefore, with the approval of the Court, to 
compl^ie the evidence in support of one charge or more, 
as the case may be, before another charge shall be 
brought under consideration, and to announce to the 
Court from time to time, when the evidence against the 
named charge or charges shall have closed. In sub- 
mitting this, however, as a general plan of proceeding, 
I do not mean to abandon the right of calling ad<u- 
tional evidence in support of any particular charge or 
charges, which may i^pear to have been previously 
disposed of, in the event of any circumstance arising in 
the course of the prosecution, to render such additional 
evidence essential. 

^^ Should the mode of arranging the evidence which 
is here submitted, accord with the views of the Court, I 
will now proceed to the production of evidence.^ 
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ETIBENCfi. 

The first eTidence handed in was docmnentary^ con- 
sisting of deren letters, either receiyed by the prisoner 
or written by him to the different Authorities at the 
Horse GKiards. 

The first was a letter of the fi4th October, dated from the 
Horse Guards, addressed to Colonel Brereton. It aoDoonced 
the arrival of three troops of dragoons at Keynsham and Clifton 
to obey the commands of the Magistrates of Bristol, and direct- 
ed the Colonel to put himself in communication with them. 

2d. A letter from Col. Brereton to the Quarter-Master- 
General of the Forces, dated 25th Oct. acknowledging receipt, 
and stating that he was in communication with the Magistrates. 

Sd. A copy of a letter, dated Horse Guards, 28th October, 
1831, to Lieut<^Colonel Brereton, from Lord Fitzror Somerset, 
Military Secretary to Lord Hill, desiring Colonel Brereton to 
report the next day if there was any disturbance of the public 
peace at Bristol, and the circumstances attending sucti dia- 
turbance. 

4th. A letter from Colonel Brereton, dated Bristol, 29th of 
October, 18S1, five o'clock, p.m., to Lord Fitzro? Somerset, 
acknowledging the former letter ; and stating, that by desire of 
the Magistrates he brought the troops into town ; that on the 
approach of Sir Chas. 'Wetherell there was some hissing ; hot 
that the mob was not so great as might have been expected i 
that about two o'clock some stones were thrown, on a prisoner 
being taken to gaol, but that no rescue tlv» effected. 

5th. Letter from prisoner of same date, half-past &ve o'clock 
p. m., addressed to Lord Willoughby Gordon, Quarter-Master- 
General— merely a repetition of the former letter to Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset. 

6th. Copy of a letter from Colonel Brereton, dated Bristol 
district, Oct. SI, 1831, half-past 4, p.m., addressed to Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset It stated in continuation, that on the pre- 
ceding evening Sir Chas. Wetherell had left the city, which 
circumstance he (Lieut-Col. B.) had made known to the mob ; 
that the riot act had been read, and that the militarv observed 
great good temper ; that they bad been ordered to charge, but 
were only to use the flat of their swords, and were not to fire 
unless a great necessity existed $ that about seven o'clock the 
Mayor again called lor the assistance of the troops, and that 
they arrived in time to save the Mansion-bouse from beins 
burned ; that the mob afterwards became furious, and the I4tfi 
were obliged to fire, and one man was killed. That on Sundav 
morning the mob again assaulted, and the 14tb again fired, 
killing one, and wounding three or four more ; that it was 
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considered advisable to remove the 14th ; expressed fears that 
the night would not pass over quietlj, and that a strong mili- 
tary force was absolutely necessary. 

7th. Letter from Col. Brereton to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
dated Biistol, 3 1st October, 1831, stating, that after his last 
letter, the mob went to the work of devastation without the 
military beinff able to resist, and there being in fact no suflEicient 
civil force. It then gave a list of the fires $ stated the 14th were 
ordered again in ; another troop on the march from Gloucester, 
and part of the Bedminster Yeomanry, had Joined ; that Capt« 
Codrington*s troop had come in about 12 o'clock the night 
before, but not finding a Magistrate on the spot, they had 
marched back again. 

8th. A letter from Col. Brereton to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
dated Bristol, 1st Nov. 1831, with an enclosure signed *' T. 
Pearsall, Major-General,*' addressed ** my dear Colonel,** and 
presumed to mean Lieut.- Colonel Brereton. The letter said 
that the removal of the 14th light dragoons was not on his own 
opinion merely. The enclosure was to the effect that he did 
not hesitate to say the continuance of that small force would 
have endangered the safetv of the small body of troops, from 
the fury of the countless tnonsands of the citizens, and would 
abo have made the loss of private property greater than it un- 
fortunately was. 

9th. A letter from Col. Brereton, dated Bristol, Nov. 2, 1831, 
to the Deputy- Adjutant-General, acknowledging the receipt of 
a letter of the day before, and stating that he hlid availed himself 
of the recruiting service, 60 in number, and 64 pensioners, who 
were stationed in the ruins of the city gaol. 

10th. A copy of a letter from Lord Fitzroy Somerset to Col* 
Brereton, dated Horse Guards, Oct 1831, stating receipt of 
prisoner*s letters of the 29th and 30th of Oct., which were laid 
before Lord Melbourne, who ordered an accession of force. 
Lord Melbourne would not, without further evidence before 
him, observe further than that the removal of two- thirds of the 
small force at his disposal appeared highly imprudent. 

11. A letter from Col. Brereton to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
dated Bristol, Nov. 3, 1 831 : it was an answer to that paragraph 
relating to Lord Melbourne's disapproval of sending away the 
14th dragoons. It went to defend the line of conduct so pur- 
sued, stating that his situation was unenviable, as he had an in- 
adequate force, and no aid whatever from the Magistracy. This 
letter concluded by saying, that on Monday morning the mob 
were so broken and drunK that the services of the 14th could 
be used with advantage ; that this corps had not been removed 
without the sanction of the Magistrates ; and that he (CoK B.) 
had exerted himself day and night for the public welfare. 
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The first witness called was 

Mr. Sergeant LuDKOfr^ Town Clerk of Bristol^ who wot ermnined 

on the First Charge only. 

Were you personally known to Lieiit.-Col. Brereton pre- 
viously to the 89th of October last I ^Not at all. 

Were you at the Mansion-house on Saturday evening the 29th 

Oct. ? 1 was there from 18 o^clock on Saturday noon, to 18 

at night. 

Were the troops called out, and by whom were they com- 
manded ? ^They were called out, and I presume they were 

commanded by Col. Brereton. 

Was proclamation made on that occasion, as prescribed by 
the Riot Act ?-— — I cannot positively swear to that fact. 

Did you bear or do you know of any order being given on 
that occasion to Lieut.-Col. Brereton to disperse the mob, and 

repel the tumul t ; if so, please to state it ? ^I know that orders 

were eiven to Colonel Brereton at the Mansion-house, almost 
immediately after his arrival, to disperse the mob, clear the 
streets, and obtain ouiet as soon as possible. 

In consequence or the orders given for this purpose, were the 
rioters effectually and promptly dispersed ?— ^-In my opinion, 
not so promptly and effectually as they might and ought to have 
been. 

For how long a period did the riot, or tumult, or disturbance, 
continue after the time Lieut.-Col. Brereton received orders to 

disperse the rioters? At intervals it continued up to the 

time I left the Mansion-house at twelve o'clock. 

Be pleased to relate to the Court any further information you 
may possess arising from your personal knowledge or observa- 
tion touching the conduct of Col. Brereton on that night with 
reference to the charge now under consideration ?^—— When 
Col. Brereton and the troops came to the Mansion-house, the 
people on the outside were engaged in battering in the firont 
door. They had battered in one of the windows on the ground 
floor, and some of them had entered into the dining-room. 
The immediate effect of the arrival of the troops was to remove 
them from the front of the Mansion-house ; out they did not 
withdraw completely, for I repeatedly noticed that the people, 
having withdrawn from the streets while the soldiers were pass- 
ing, returned again in front of the very door of the Mansion- 
house, immediately after the troops had passed. Stones were 
thrown at the windows, and the tumult did not appear to 
decrease. Col. B. occasionally went down stairs and returned* 
He said they appeared very good-humoured, and he had no 
doubt he could walk them away. Just before one of these 
occasions two of the 14th were brought in wounded very 
seriously. I asked the men if they thought the mob were good- 
humoured. They said no. I also asked if they did not appear 
increasing. They said they certainly were. I asked Colonel 
Brereton whether he had any secret instructions from the War- 
oflEice that were at variance with the orders of the Magistrates. 
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I was led to ask this qaestion in conseqaence of Col. Brereton's 
answers. 1 also asked him if he had any instructions from the 
Horse Guards or the Home OflEice. His answer was, " My 
instructions are to attend to the orders of the Magistrates." I 
then said, in the presence of the Mayor and several Aldermen, 
*' Your instructions. Col. Brereton, are to clear the streets as 
soon as possible, and get the city quiet ;'^ or words to that effect. 
Some sort of cavalry movement was made in the interior of the 
Square shortly afterwards, when the people were driven from 
the green part of the square into the courts of the houses on the 
sides, and occasionally returned again to the front of the Man- 
sion-house. The same sort of conduct continued as prevailed 
during the early part of the evening. They were not effectually 
dbpersed. About 11 o^clock an officer of the dragoons came 
into the room where we were sitting at the Mansion-house. 
Col. Brereton was in the room at the time. The officer stated 
the troops were receiving considerable annoyance in one of the 
streets near the Mansion-house, the situation of which he 
described. He said the lamps were put out, and the people, 
when followed by the soldiers, retreated into some boats or 
barges lying in the river, from which they annoyed the troops, 
ana where, of course, the troops could not follow. He said they 
wished to fire a few ball cartridges. One of the Magistrates — 
I believe Mr. Alderman Daniel — said, in the situation the boats 
were described to be, there were probably a s;ood many people 
there who wor|Led in the boats, and it would be desirable to 
avoid injuring those persons. One of the gentlemen present, 
a special constable, said, ** Let me have 25 men, and be sup- 
ported by the troops; I will undertake to dislodge the people 
from the boats.'* This certainly would have been undertaken 
had it not been for what Col. Brereton immediately said. He 
said, '* If vou will take my advice you will let them alone. I 
dare say if they are not disturbed, and it is getting late, they 
will go home and go quietly to bed.** Some observations were 
made as to obtaining peace and quietness, when Col. Brereton 
answered that *' his men should patrol the streets during; the 
night, and he would be answerable for the peace of the city.** 
The officer then went away, and Col. Brereton followed shortly 
afterwards. What took place subsequently I cannot say. 

When you gave, on behalfof the Civil Authorities, the orders 
of the Magistrates to clear the streets and disperse the mob, did 

Col. Brereton in any way dispute your authority ? Not in 

the least. 

Were the rioters ^ uite dispersed from Queen-square, or were 
the streets in the vicinity of Queen-square cleared at any one 
period from the time when the troops arrived in Queen-square 
on Saturday evening, the 29th October, up to the period of 
your leaving Queen-square on that night or following morning ? 

1 should say that the square was in a ereat measure cleared 

at the time I left, and the people retired to the streets in the 
neighbourhood. I considered Col. Brereton would have kept 
the peace of the city, or I should not have left. 
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In answer to some question bj the Court, 
• Mr. Sergeant Ludlow said he had been frequently in com- 
munication with Colonel Brereton, as the official org;an of 
the Magistrates. Besides which, when orders were given, some 
of the Magistrates were always present 

The Court was then adjourned. 

SECOND DAT.— Tdbsdat, January 10th, 1832. 
CrosS'examinaHon of Mr, Sergeant Ludlow, 

When you asked Col. Brereton if he had any instructions to 
prevent his acting under the Magistrates, did he not offer to 

obey any explicit orders they might give ? ^The only answer 

I can give is what I stated yesterday, that Col. B. said, '^ My 
directions are to obey the Magistrates* orders ;" and in the 
course of the evening Col. B. frequently said he was ready to 
obey the Magistrates* orders; but at the same time he generally 
or always accompanied that with discouraging the use of force. 

Did not Col. Brereton repeatedly request toe Magistrates to 

?;ive explicit orders as to the extent they required Eim to use 
orce ?^-^I think I recollect, upon some discussion taking 
place about firing, the Colonel said once or twice, ^' If I am to 
fire, I must have an explicit order.** 

Did not the Magistrates consult about giving any explicit 
orders as to the force to be used, and avoid giving any explicit 

orders ? There was from time to time conversation between 

the Magistrates, myself, and Col. Brereton, with respect to the 
state o Abe tumult, and the measures necessary. I am not aware 
that any explicit order to fire was given in my presence in the 
course of that evening. Col. Brereton was frequently informed 
by the Magistrates of their desire to have the citv restored to 
quiet, and that they looked to him to effect that oSject. 

[Major-General Dalbiac here said, perhaps it might save the 
time of the Court to admit that late on the evening of the 29th 
Oct. Lieut.-Col. Brereton received orders from the Magistrates 
not to fire.] 

Did not the Magistrates consult about the responsibility of 
ordering more force to be used, and decline taking that respon- 
sibility ?— — I am not aware of anv consultation* nor of their 
having refused to take any responsibility. 

Did not the rioters cease irom all violence, except occa- 
sionally throwing stones, after the arrival of the military on the 
20th Oct. ?•"«— They ceased from battering the door and win- 
dows of the Mansion-house with pieces of timber, which they 
were doing when the military arrived \ the acts of violence of 
which I am enabled to speak are the breaking the windows from 
time to time, and the wounding of soldiers and constables whom 
I saw brought in in that state. 

Re'Csamined by the Pmosbcdtob. 

When directions were first given to Col. Brereton to disperse 
the rioters and clear the streets, was Col. Brereton restricted 
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from the use of firc-arins or the edge of the sword ?— -Those 
which I gave or heard given were altogether without such re- 
striction. 

Did any Magistrate in the course of the evening accompany 
Col. Breretou or the troops in th« streets, to direct them in the 

suppression of the tumult ? 1 have no personal knowledge of 

that fact. The scene of action was close to the mansion-house 
where they all were. 

Had the riot act been read at the time Col. Brereton requested 
authority from the Magistrates to use force ? 1 have no per- 
sonal knowledge of the riot act having beeu read, but I saw 
some of the Magistrates go down stairs N>r the purpose of read- 
ing it before the military arrived. That part of the question 
respecting the asking permission to use force I do not under* 
stand. 

Major-General Dalbiao stated to the Court, that after the 
first charge had been disposed of, he meant to submit that the 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th charges, though they contained distinct accu- 
sations, were so blended in facts, that they might be united as 
to the receiving the evidence affecting them. 

Cm4rlSs PiNMEr, Esq.y Mayor of Brittol^ examined. 

Was there a great riot and disturbance in the city of Bristol 
on Saturday, the 89th Oct. ? There was a great riot and dis- 
turbance in Queen-square. 

Was the riot act read ? If so, at what time, and by whom ? 

It was read about 5 in the afternoon by me 1 read it S or 

4 times. 

Did you make any application to Colonel Brereton, as com- 
manding officer of the troops in this city, for the presence of the 
military in aid of the civil power ? 1 did. 

At what period did the troops arrive in Queen-square ? 

About half^an hour after the riot act was read. 

What was the temper and conduct of the rioters at the time 

of the arrival of the troops? The windows in front of the 

Mansion-house had been broken, and the people had entered 
the dining-room through them ; the pannels of the door had 
been forced in, and the hall had been raked with stones and 
sticks ; the mob were continuing the same conduct when the 
troops arrived. 

When the troops arrived, or very soon after, did you give, or 
did other of the Civil Authorities give. Col. Brereton any direc- 
tions for dispersion of the rioters? If so, be 'pleased to state 

as distinctly as you can what those orders were ? Orders 

were given by Alderman Fripp to clear the Square, or disperse 
tbe mob, or words to that effect; and on Col. Brereton's asking 
whether the troops should fire, he was told if it was necessary 
to fire he must fire, or words to that effect, which I confirmed. 

Upon that particular occasion, or at any other period through 
the night, was Col. Brereton in any wise restricted by you or 
other of the Civil Authorities, from the application of the edge 
of the sword ?— — — He was not restricted by roe, and 1 am not 
aware he was restricted by any one. 

W 
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Did Col. Brereton at anv time on that evenin? or night pro- 
test against using actual force ? And if so, what plea did he 
urge for abstaining from it ?>-^ — He did protest at one period 
against using force ; I don*t recollect his exact expressions, but 
the general plea that he made use of was that they were a good- 
humoured mob — that the troops could either ride or walk them 
down, and that they were lessening in number. The Colonel 
came in at one period, and to shew the good temper of the mob, 
said that his arm was tired with shaking hands with the people. 
He said in my presence^ *^ The responstbility is with yoa,** ad- 
dressing the Magistrates and Town Clerk — *^* I protest against 
using force — it is unnecessary and contrary to my opinion ;*' or 
words to that effect. 

Be pleased to relate any further information you may possess 
from your own knowledge or observation touching the condoct 
of Col. Brereton on that night, with reference to the charge now 
under consideration ? Uol. Brereton repeatedly came in to 
report respecting the people, and we repeatedly gave him direc- 
tions to clear the square. I cannot call to mmd exactly the 
expressions or the answers, but I recollect the conduct of Col. 
Brereton occasioned the Town Clerk to ask him if he had any 
instructions from Government not to act, or words to that eifect. 
He replied his orders were to obey the Magistrates. The Town 
Clerk then said the Magistrates ordered him to clear the square 
or get the streets quiet. It was on this occasion he made the 
protest. I recollect some soldiers being brought in wounded, 
and the Town Clerk making use of the expression '' is this a 
proof of the quietness and good temper of the mob ?*^ I recol- 
lect ah officer coming iuto the room and saying the mob had 
taken refuge in the market, or trading vessels, and assailed the 
soldiers from thence, and they could not follow them, and asked 
if he might fire into the vessels, as it would be otherwise sacri- 
ficing the troops. I think it was Mr. Alderman Daniel observed 
there were many people on board the vessels, who would be sa- 
crificed, and who had nothing to do with the mob. A gentle- 
man present offered, with 25 constables, to go on board the 
vessels and clear them if he could be supported by the troops ; 
this was not done, in consequence of Col. Brereton^s stating tnat 
the mob was dispersing, and that he would patrol the streets, 
and be answerable for the peace of the city. In fact, the front 
of the mansion-house was not again attacked that night. 

Were the rioters promptly and effectually dispersed hj Col. 
Brereton in conformity with the directions delivered to him for 

that purpose ? In my opinion they were not. I think what 

was ultimately effected might have been done at an earlier 
period. 

Did the outrage or violence of the rioters increase at any 

Esriod during the night of Saturday, after you first ^ve Cuf. 
reretoD ordf rs to pot down the rioters ? In my opmion the 

riot did increase. 

Do you know that a charge was made by a part of the troops in 
the Square against the riotera at a late period on Saturday 
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night ?— -1 understood there was, but I did oot see it Alder- 
laao Savage, who was looking out of the window, told roe so. 

Was it reported or made known to you after the charge was 
said to have been made, that certain of the rioters had taken 
refuge in some of the adjoining alleys, whence thej were offer- 
ing annoyance to the troops ? ■ I t was. 

{Colonel Brereton declined to cross-examine.] 

B^ the CoaRT. 

You have stated that thd riot act had been read before the 

arrival of the troops. "Was Col. Brereton informed of this ? 

I believe he was. My impression is that I told him so ; he 

must have known it, as it was the subject of conversatioh in the 

room. 

Do you, as Chief Magistrate of Bristol, deem the increase of 
riot on the evening of the 99th was owing to the want of energy 
and' vigor on the part of Col. Brereton, and his disobedience of 
the orders of yourself and other Magistrates to use the force 
under his command lis you had empowered him to do ?— — I 
cannot tell ; but I think his conduct must have given confidence 
to the mob, especially the familiarity with which he treated 
them; his concluct was rather non-compliance with, than dis- 
obedience to, the orders of the Magistrates. 

Did the Mayor and Magistrates at the time deem that the 
conduct of Col. Brereton was more feeble and temporising than 
it should have been, or did he or they consider that Col. Brere- 
ton declined or neglected the discharge of his duty ? The 

impression certainly was that Colonel Brereton*s conduct was 
feeble and temporising, which opinion called forth the question 
from the Town Clerk if he had received instructions not to 
obey the Magistrates. I could np^ account for his conduct in 
any other manner. He certainly neglected to clear the Square 
as he was ordered to do, assigning as a reason that the mob were 
good-humoured and dispersing. 

Was there any Civil Authority in the streets with instructions 
to act in concert with the troops, after Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
had reported their arrival at the Mansion-house, to assist the 

civil power on the 20tb Oct. ? 1 knew of none in the streets ; 

the Magistrates were in the Mansion-house, from whence all 
orders were given. I believe Mr. Alderman Savage came up 
with the troops. 

Did any Magistrate leave the Mansion-house with the troops, 
or with CfoL Brereton, when he was ordered to clear the streets. 
Tot the purpose of proceeding with the troops?-^— ^I am not 
aware of any. 

When you gave Col. Brereton orders to clear the streets^did 
jou or not imply he was both to fire and use the edge of the 
sword if necessary ; and did Col. Brereton understand such to 

be your meaning ? 1 certainly did imply, whatever force was 

necessary it was to be used, and I believe Col. Brereton under- 
stood such to be my meaning. . 

' W2 
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Mr. Alderman ABRAHAM HllHOUSB examined. 

Were you at the Mansion-house on Saturday eveniDg the 
«9th Oct., when the military were called into Queen-square in 

aid of the civil power? 1 went for the military and returned 

to the Mansion-house with them. 

Was the riot act read upon that occasion ? 1 did not hear 

it read, but understood it had been read before I returned. 

What was the temper and conduct of the rioters at the period 
of your arriving with the troops ? ^The rioters were exceed- 
ingly violent, but not so much so as they had been previously 
to mj return, judging from the havoc they had caused to the 
Mansion-house. They fled on the approach of the troops. 

Did you or any of the civil authorities in your presence give 
Col. Brer6ton any directions for putting down the tumult ? If 
so, what was the nature of those directions ? 1 did not per- 
sonally. I heard directions repeatedly given him by the Mayor 
and Town Clerk to clear the square and disperse the mob. 

Were those directions promptly and effectually obeyed by 
Col. Brereton ?— They were not. 

Did the outrage or violence ol the rioters increase at any 
period during the night of Saturday the 29th October, after 
orders were first given to Col. Brereton to put down the rioters? 
—It did very much increase. 

At what time on Saturday night or on Sunday morning did 
the mob begin to be less violent and to disperse ?-^ — About 
eleven o'clock on Saturday night. 

[Coh Brereton declined to cros<«-examine.] 

By the Coubt, 

To what cause do you attribute the decrease of the mob at 

11 o^clock at night? 1 think more vigorous measures had 

been used to disperse them, in consequence of strong remon- 
strances from the Magistrates. 

Do you recollect that a charge was made by a part of the 
troops at that time ?^— I did not see that charge — I understood 
the soldiers had charged, and had struck with the flat of their 
swords. 

Did you go on horseback or on foot when you went for the 
troops? On foot, 

[The Prosecutor said, if he was rightly informed, there was 
another cause, which the Magistrates were aware of, which led 
to the dispersion of the mob. 

The Presidbnt thought it would be irregular to go into that 
part of the case at present, and the Prosecutor did not press it.1 

Totj sav more vigorous measures were used. Were tliey used 
by Gol. Brereton or any other officer? 1 do not know. 

What are the more vigorous measures you allude to ?- 1 

heard the troops had moved about more actively. 

CapL GjqBj \4th Light Dragoons^ examined. 

Did you command a squadron of the 14th Light Dragoons in 
Bristol on the 80th of October ?— — Yes. 
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Was Ih^t squadron ordered out by Col. Breretoo ou the 
eveDing of that day ? Yes. 

Where did the squadron first form on parade ? In College- 

grern. 

Did either of the troops receive an order from Col. Brereton 

to load, and did it load accordingly i One troop received 

such order and did load. 

To what part of the city did the troops proceed from the 
place of assembling? To Queen-square. 

Did you receive any orders from Col. Brereton on that occa- 
sion for repelling the tumult ; and if so, what was the nature 
of those orders? 1 was ordered by Colonel Brereton to dis- 
perse the mob without drawing swords or using violence. 

Did the outrages or vioi.ence of the rioters increase in Queen- 
square at any period of that night after the troop first received 

orders from Col. Brereton ? Yes ; at eleven o'clock I was 

ordered to clear the streets by force. 

Were any soldiers of the 14th seriously injured by missiles 

from the mob in Queen-square on Saturday night ? Three 

or four were badly cut. 

Be pleased to relate any other information arising from your 
personal knowledge or observation, touching the conduct of 
Col. Brereton on that nig'-t, with reference to the charge now 
under consideration, confining your statement at present to 

what occurred in Queen-square or the adjoining streets? « 

Finding the men much pelted by stones and pieces of iron, from 
boats and barges, where we could not reach the mob, I went to 
the Mansion-house and asked leave of the Mayor to take a few 
of the men and use their carbines to dislodge the people from 
the position they had taken. He hesitated for some time, but 
I thmk he was about to grant it, when I met Col. Brereton in 
the door- way at the top of the stairs, who recommended that it 
should not be done. I then went to the Square a^ain* and en- 
deavoured to dislodge them without firing. We partly suc- 
ceeded, with the exception of those who got into the boats and 
barges. We had by tnis time cleared Queen-square and all the 
adjacent streets, and 1 was about to go home and feed the troop, 
and to be relieved by the 2nd troop of the squadron. 

Did you receive orders between eleven and twelve that night 
to proceed from Queen-square with your troop to the Council- 
house ?— *-I received an order from Colonel Brereton to go to 
the Council-house to protect it, as the mob were breaking in. 

Were you restricted upon that occasion from using any of 
the weapons with which a dragoon is armed, in case the aeces- 
sity should arise for employing force ? No. 

Was the body of the rioters considerable, and did their attack 
upon the Council-house appear to be of a violent character 
when you arrived there with vour troop ?-^— ^Yes. 

Were the rioters dispersed from the front of the Council- 
house, by your troop?— They were immediately dispersed, 
except in the alleys, where we could not get at them. 

Be pleased to relate what occurred in the adjoining street 
while you were patrolling to preserve the peace after the rioters 
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had been dispersed from the Council -house ?— ^^The party with 
which I patrolled Wine-street were very much annojed dt the 
mob pelting us with stone and pieces of iron from the alleys; 
one alley in particular which we passed repeatedly, annoyed us 
more than any other ; the mob in that alley were headed by a 
man in a light coloured dress, who adyanced in the streets seve- 
ral paces before he threw his missile of iron or stone; the third 
or fourth time he did it, I drew a pistol, levelled it at him, but 
it snapped ; a soldier immediately on my left fired, and the man 
fell ; after that the mob left that passage ; these occurrences 
occupied till half-past twelve, when I took the party oflT, that 
part of the town being quiet, leaving Lieut. Dawson and my 
Sergeant-Major to patrol the street, with an understanding thej 
were to be relieved in two hours. 

At what period of Saturday nieht or of Sunday morning did 
the whole or any part of Capt. Musgrave^s troop return to its 
quarters ? ^Part of the troop went to their quarters on Satur- 
day night, about twelve o'clock ; part remained near the 
Mansion-house, and were relieved in two hours. 

Crosi-cjcamined. 

After Colonel Brereton had ordered the troops to load, did 
you not proceed to Queen-square at a quick trot ? ^Yes. 

Did you see Alderman Hilhouse accompany the troops to 
Queen^uare ? N o — I do not know his person. 

Did not the rioters cease for a time from violence on the 
arrival of the troops in Queen-square ?— ^-Yes. 

Was there any renewal of violence by any large body of 
rioters after the arrival of the troops in Queen-square, till Just 
before eleven o'clock, when orders were given to clear the 
streets by force ? I did not see any. 

■ By the Court. 

You stated that you were ordered to clear the streets by force 

about eleven o'clock. Who gave you that order ? Colonel 

Brereton. 

Was Colonel Brereton frequently in communication with 
you after the arrival of the troops at the Mansion-house ?— ^ 
I es* 

[In the course of this day's proceedings the names of about 
thirty additional witnesses for the prisoner were put in by his 
Counsel.] 

THIRD DAY.— Wbdnbsoay, January llth, 1838. 

The Jud^e Advocate stated that as it was doubtful, from the 
evidence ot Mr. Alderman Hilhouse, whether it was with a troop 
of the 14th or of the Srd Dragoon Guards that he came, it was 
desirable to clear up that point, and Alderman Hilhouse was 
called, who stated that he went for the military and returned 
with the troop of the Srd Dragoon Guards. 
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Lieui, fTM. Jab. DAwsONy \4tth Dragoam, examined. 

Was you on dutj with Capt. Gage's troop of 14th Dragoons 
ia Queea-square, on Saturday night, the S9th of October last ? 
—Yes. 

Was that troop detached from Queen-square in the course of 
that night, to disperse a body of rioters at the Council-house ? 
—Yes. 

Was the body of rioters considerable, and did the attack 
upon the Council-house appear to be of a violent character ? 

It was of a very violent character, but I could not tell the 

number, it was so dark. 

Were the rioters dispersed from the front of the Council- 
house by the troop of the 14th Dragooons ?^— They were. 

What became of the rioters or a part of them, after they were 

so dispersed ? They ran away, and disappeared in the entries 

and narrow alleys. 

Was that part of the troop which you had under your com- 
mand for the purpose of patrolling the streets, pelted by a part 

of the rioters who had been so dispersed ? ^They were very 

much pelted. I was myself hit seven or eight times. 

CroBB- examined. 

Was there any general riot in Queen-square after the arrival 
of the troops, till the orders for clearing Che streets were given ? 

1 saw none. I was not there. I came to Queen-square at 

seven o'clock and left it at ten. There was a little attempt at 
the back door of the Mansion-house, but it was soon defeated. 

Was there any general riot at Queen-square from the time 
you came on duty there till ten o'clock ? No : but an im- 
mense crowd. 

TVoop'Ser^yant'Jf^jor John Allsn^ examined. 

Was you on duty with a troop of the I4th Dragoons, on 
Saturday night, the 20th of October? Yes. 

Was you ordered by Capt. Gage, between the hours of eleven 
and twelve on that night to patrol the streets in the vicinity of 
the Council-house ? Yes. 

Was that part of the troop then under your command pelted 
by a part of the rioters dispersed from the Council-house ?—- — 
Very much. 

I Colonel Brereton declined to cross-examine.] 

Thomas Garrard ^ Esq. Chamberlain of Bristol^ examined. 

Was you at the Council-house between eleven and twelve 
on Saturday night, the 29th of October last ? 1 was. 

Did a body of rioters make an attack upon the Council-house 
at that period ? They did. 

Were they shortly afterwards dispersed from the Council- 
house by the Dragoons ? They were. 

What damage had the rioters previously done to the Council- 
house } They had destroyed the glass of the windows and 

the window frames. 
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Is it jour opinion from the nature of their attack that their 
object was to break into the Council-bouse if they had not been 
prevented ? It certainly was their intention. We had a civil 
force of about thirty-five men, which 1 did not think sufficient 
for the protection of the building. 

Do you know whether the rioters, after being dispersed from 
the Council-house, retreated into narrow passages and aJleys 
in the neighbourhood, whence they pelted the Dragoons as the 
latter patrolled the streets ? They did. 

Have you in your possession a piece of cut iron which was 
employed by the rioters that night, with which the windows 
were broken, or the troops assailed ? If so, be pleased to pro- 
duce it, and state how and from whom you received it ? ^The 

witness here produced a piece of broken iron of a conical form 

t about five inches in length, and one and a half broad at the 
»a9e) and deposed,— a very serious attack was made by the 
rioters; observed to one of the troop of the 1 4th Dragoon<i, 
when he taid ** is not this too bad for men to be attacked in 
this way,*' and gave me the piece of iron. 

Were any of the men that were with you in the Council- 
house armed ? Tes, with staves. 

Wu, HaUmar^ E$q, Solicitor, examined. 

Were you present near the Mansion-house during the riot on 
Saturday night the 29th of October ? 1 was. 

Did you see Lieut.-Col. Brereton near or among the rioters 
on that evening or night ?— ~Tes, several times. 

Did you see any behaviour, or hear any language, on the 
pai^ of Lieut-Col. Brereton towards the rioters, or on the part 
of the rioters towards Lieut.-Col. Brereton, which particularly 
attracted ^our attention? 1 did. 

State what it was ?-— — I saw him pull off his cocked hat and 
wave it, and join in the cheers of the mob. I saw him shake 
hands with several of the rioters who were making a noise and 
shouting. A man in the crowd asked him if he was for Reform. 
He answered, as well as I can recollect, *•*• I am, as well as you, 
my boys." 

By ike Court. 

Was Lieut.- Col. Brereton in a red or blue coat when you 
saw him among the rioters on the evening of the 29th of C5ct., 
during the familiarity you speak of ? ■ I cannot distinctly 
recollect ; but I now recognise his person. 

Was the person you have described apparently in command 
of the troop at the time ? He was. 

fFn. B, Day AS, Ciiy Officer, examined. 

Were you present near the Mansion-house during the riot on 
Saturday night, the 29th of October ? 1 was. 

Do you know Lieut.-Col, Breretou's person ? 1 do. 

Did jou see him near or amon^ the rioters on that evening or 
night ? If so, state about what time.— I did see him between 
eight and ten o'clock. 
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Did you 5ice any behaviour, or hear any language, on the 
part of Lieut.-Gol. Brereton, towards the rioters, or on the 
part of the rioters, towards Lieut.-Col. Brereton, which parti- 
cularly attracted your attention ? If so, state it. On that 

evening after considerable damage being done to the Mansion- 
house, the Mayor ordered myself and another officer to shew 
Colonel Brereton where to place the soldiers. The Colonel 
mounted bis horse a few paces from the door, and commenced 
talking to the mob, and requested them to disperse and go 
quietly and peaceably home, for about ten minutes, during 
which time the mob frequently cried out ** the King and He- 
form,** and were cheering him. Once Colonel Brereton pulled 
off his hat and waved it over his head as if joining in the 
cheers ! ! 

Sergeant-Major EDtrdRo DSdNB^ Srd Dragoon Guards, 

examined. 

Was you on duty with Capt. Warrington's troop in Queen- 
square, in this city, during a riot which prevailed there on 
Saturday 29lh Oct. ? Yes. 

Did you observe Lieut.-Col. Brereton at any time during the 
evening or night of 29th Oct shake hands with the rioters, or 

permit them to shake hands with him ? 1 observed the rioters 

taking hold of his hand, and shaking it several times. 

Did you see Lieut.-Col. Brerirton, with his hat off, waving 
it with or near the rioters, when they cheered ?— — I saw Lieut. 
Col. Brereton with his cap off, waving it with the rioters when 
they cheered. 

Did you hear any expression or words made use of by Col. 

Brereton, or by the rioters on that occasion ? 1 heard Col. 

Brereton several times addressing the mtrb, requesting them to 
go to their respective homes; if not, that he would have to use 
violence. I heard the mob sing out, '* the King and Reform'* 

Before Capt. Warrin?tou*s troop marched from their alarm 
post in College-green that evening, was the troop ordered to 
load ? They were. 

Was Colonel Brereton then present ? ■ — H e w&s. 

Cross-examined 

Had any act of violence or resistance taken place in your 
presence in Queen-square, when Col. Brereton was acting in 

the manner } ou stated ? Nothing more than the noise and 

cheering of the mob. 

By the Court, 

Are you certain that Colonel Brereton wore a cap, and what 

description of cap was it? A blue cap with a silver band. 

I never saw him with any other headdress but once ; which 
was with a cocked hat when the troops first came into the city. 

Was it not very dark at the time you speak of? — It was dark. 

Were you near enough to Col. Brereton to judge whether it 
was against his will, or with his consent, that several of the 

rioters shook his hands ? 1 always supposed it was against 

his will on that night. 
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General Dalbiac here announced that, unless any pecular 
circumstance should occur to render it necessary to elucidate 
some particular point, the evidence on the first charge was now 
closed. He then proposed that as the 2nd, Srd, and 4lh charges 
were closely blended as to matter of fact, they should now be 
entered upon together. 

Colonel Brercton did not object to this arrangement. 

BECOICD, THIRD, AND FOURTH CHARGES. 

Chas, PiNHEr, Etq. Mayor of Brittoly examined. 

At what the earliest period of Sunday morning the SOth Oct. 
was you present at the Mansion-house ?—— I was there all 
Saturday night, till about 8 o*clock on Sunday morning. 

Was the tumult renewed at or near the NIansion-house on 
Sunday morning. If so, please to state the time and the par- 
ticulars thereof up to the time of your leaving it ?— It was 
renewed, as near as I can recollect, between 7 and 8 o^clock ; 
the mob attacked the Mansion-house with stones and iron bars, 
endeavouring to destroy the wooden boards which had been 
nailed over the doors and windows during the night. They 
were in the act of wrenching the boards away from the side 
door with an iron bar, when I asked Major Mackworth whether 
he thought I ought to retire ? He said, as a military man, he 
thought I should retire. I had previously sent the Under- 
Sheritfto collect what constables he could, and Major Mack- 
worth and ourselves escaped over the roof of the neighbouring 
houses from the Mansion-house. 

Had the troops been entirely withdrawn from Queen-sauare 
when the rioters made this determined attack upon the Man- 
sion-house ?— ■ They had. A small picquet which remained 
had been withdrawn. 

Were the troops ordered out by you in consequence of this 
attack on the Mansion-house ?— They were; on personal 
application by myself, with Alderman Hilhouse, to Colonel 
Brereton. 

Were you at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday 30tk 
October?—^! was, about \2 o^clock. 

Were you present when Lieut.-Col. Brereton came to submit 
to the civil authoritscs at the Guildhall, the expediency of re- 
moving the 14th dragoons from the city ?— — I was. 

Be pleased to relate what passed between yourself and any of 
the Civil Authorities, and Lieut.-Colonel Brereton, upon that 

occasion, relative to such removal of the 14th dragoons ? As 

near as I can recollect* myself, the Town-Clerk, and some 
Magistrates were together, when Colonel Brereton came to ask 
permission to send the IMh out of Bristol. The Town-Clerk 
strongly remonstrated against such a measure. He said, '* the 
Magistrates not only will not grant permission, but will not 
even divide the responsibility with you.'* I believe at that time 
Mr. Alderman Fripp strongly objected . Col. Brereton strongly 
urged the necessity of their going. I think he stated, that they 
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had fired on the people, and that the people were irritated 
against them, and that the men and horses were tired, and re- 
quired rest, or something to that effect. I believe he expressed 
a wish for them to retire onlv about two miles from Bristol. I 
recollect the Town-Clerk told him that the Magistrates would 
not grant permission, but if they could not assist, they would 
not embarrass the Colonel. Several places were then mentioned 
bj the Town-Clerk and Magistrates near Bristol for the Blues 
to go to. At the same time the Town-Clerk cautioned the 
Colonel not to imagine that the Magistrates, in mentioning 
such places, acquiesced in the removal of the troops. After- 
wards Alderman Fripp said something about his (Col. Brereton) 
beinff commander-in-chief and he must use his discretion, but 
the Magistrates could not authorise the withdrawing of the 
troops, or words to that effect. 

"Was Kevnsham then named as one of the places to which it 

might be oesirable to remove the 14th dragoons ? Keynsham 

was not named. Col. Brereton proposed only moving them two 
miles. I remember all the places named. 

Were you present at a subsequent period in the afternoon of 
that day, when Col. Brereton again attended at the Guildhall ? 
1 was. 

Did you hear, or was you en^ged in a discussion which took 
place between some or the civil authorities and Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton, as to the expediency of recalling the 14th from 
Kevnsham !— — I was. 

Be pleased to state what passed upon that occasion ?-— ^.As 
near as I can recollect, the Town-Clerk told the Colonel, that 
the 14th roust be brought back. The Colonel said ** they 
cannot,'* or words to that effect. The Town-Clerk peremp- 
rorily demanded that the Colonel should order back the 14tn. 
The Colonel positively refused it ; stating that it would be only 
bringing the men to certain destruction ; and said *•* I will take 
the responsibility on myself.** I recollect the Town-Clerk 
saying, that if no one else would report it, he himself would, 
to the Horse Guards, or words to that effect. At the same 
time it was mentioned by the Colonel that the horses and men 
were tired. The Town Clerk asked, could not some of the 
horses by degress be rested, while others were employed, or 
words to that effect. He also enquired whether the men could 
not act on foot, and whether fresh horses could not be procur- 
ed. None of these proposals were acceded to. 

B^ the Court. 

Did you as chief Magistrate of the city, consider that the 
troops assembled in Bristol under the immediate command of 

Lieut.-Col. Brereton, were under your control ? 1 consider 

that they were sent to assist the Civil Authorities of Bristol, and 
were consequently under their control. I did not consider 
myself the commander of the troops ; but that the wishes of the 
Civil Authorities were to be conveyed through the commanding 
officer. 
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Do you consider that when the Town Clerk was issuing the 
demands and orders, he was acting under your immediate autho- 
rity ?— — I consider he was expressing the opinions and seuti- 
ments of the Magistrates. 

Did Col. Brereton apply to you, or to your knowledge to 
any of the Civil Authorities during the riots, to accompany him 
with the troops to put down the mob ? — Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Sergeant LoDiOff^ examined. 

Were you at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday, 90th 
Oct. ?— •»! was there soon after eleven o'clock. 

Were you present when Colonel Brereton came to submit to 
the Civil Authorities at the Guildhall the expediency of remov- 
ing the Hth dragoons from this city ? 1 was. 

l^lease to relate what passed in your hearing on that occa- 
sion ?—«-When CoU Brereton came in, the Mayor, several of 
the Magistrates, and myself were present; he said to the effect 
that he wished to have the sanction of the Magistrates for the 
removal of the 14th from the city ; I believe Fexpressed some 
surprise ; and he said they had unfortunately fired on the 
people, and that the mob were so exasperated against them that 
their lives would be in danger if they remained ; either then, 
or afterwards in the same day, on the same subject, I asked 
Col. Brereton if that was a sufficient reason for a military 
man to send the troops out of the city which the Government 
had sent down for the protection of the inhabitants^ He said 
he did not know that soldiers' lives were to be sacrificed unue* 
cessarily more than those of other persons; and that the men 
and horses were so fatigued, that they were altogether unfit for 
service ; I expressed my surprise, and that it was extraordinary 
that all the horses should be unfit for action ; he said, *^ still it 
isso;'^ he wished them to be taken to some quiet quarters, 
where they should refresh themselves, and become fit for action ; 
I replied, the Magistrates would not take the responsibility 
from him, nor even divide it with him ; if it was done at all, it 
roust be at his single responsibility ; either then, or in the 
course of the discussion, an officer of the 3rd dragoon guards 
came in, and supported Col. B.*s opinion, by saying that the 
horses certainly required rest, without mentioning of which 
regiment; that did not alter the opinion that the Miigistrates 
had formed, or my advice to them, which was, not to consent 
to the removal ; I think Col. Brereton said, '* I must send them 
away, and I wish you would tell me where 1 must send them 
to ;** one or two places I think were mentioned ; the Magis- 
trates were not willing to mention any place; at last I think I 
said, **Col. Brereton, the Magistrates won't embarrass you if 
they cannot assist vou; they don't sanction the removal at all ; 
but if they are to be sent out of town^ send them somewhere 
near, from which they can be brought as shortly as possible," 
or words to that effect ; Redland was recommenaed as the best 
place, not being more than two or three miles. 

Was Keynsfaam ever named as one of the places ?— rl can- 
not swear: not to ray recollection, certainly. 
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Are jou, as the Towo- Clerk of the city, considered to be the 
organ of communication of the Municipal Authorities upon all 
or most official matters brought under their consideration whilst 

jou are present ? 1 believe so. 1 generally communicate 

their sentiments as a body when they are present. 

Did Col. Brereton on any occasion during the riots raise any 
objection to your being so considered ?— Never. 

Were ^ou afterwards present in the afternoon of Sunday 
SOth Oct. when Colonel Brereton again attended in the Guild- 
hall ?— I was, * 

Did you hear, or were you engaged in a discussion which 
then took place between some of the Civil Authorities and 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton, as to the expediency of recalling the 14th 
dragoons ?— I was. 

DC pleased to relate what passed. Many of the citizens 

were attending in the large outer hall ; I went out from time to 
time to speak to them ( an account had been brought that the 
bridewell or gaol, or both, had been attacked by the mob; 
they asktd me why the soldiers were not brought up, and said 
** we are willing to hazard our lives if supported by troops, but 
will not act without them;" I said the Magistrates understood 
there were few troops in the city that acted ; I mentioned the 
subject again to Col. Brereton publicly before the persons in 
the Guildhall, representing the dreadful state the city was in ; 
he must have said something about horses, as I asked him if 
he could not allow the troops to act dismounted ; he said, no ; 
I distinctly said to him on the part of the Magistrates and 
citizens, '* I demand of you to have the troops brought back ;'* 
I do not recollect the manner of his refusal, but I recollect 
going up to him and saying. Col. Brereton, if nobody else re- 
presents your conduct in the proper quarter, I myself will ; at 
this time the city had no protection; the citizens would not act 
without the soldiers ; the soldiers were withdrawn. 

fly tke CouuT. 

What was the state of the city at the time of the removal of 

the 14th ? A state of very ^reat confusion, from the power 

the mob had acquired ; I consider the city was in the possession 
of the mob all of a sudden. 

JIfr. Alderman Abeaham HilbOusEj examined. 

Were the troops ordered into Queen-square on Sunday, SOth 
October, and at what time ?— 1 ordered troops there about 9 
o*clock ; I came with the Srd dragoon guards to the Mansion- 
house. 

Had the Mansion-house been seriously threatened about that 

time by a bodj of rioters ? The Mansion-house had been 

barricaded donng the night ; at that time the barricade had 
been broken down ; the rioters had gained possession of the 
lower part of the house ; had destroyed what little furniture 
remained at night; they had broken into the wine cellar, and 
destroyed and carried on a great quantity of wine and furniture. 

Was the riot act read on that occasion, and by whom ?— I 
read it three times. 
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Did you, or anj other Magistrate in your presence, {rive 
orders to Lieut.-Col. Brereton for the troops to fire on Ihat 
occasion, in order to disperse the rioters ?^— I cannot swear 
that I directed Col. Brereton to {^ive orders to the troops to 
fire ; but each time after reading the riot act I addressed the 
rioters ; I entreated them to disperse, and told them that the 
troops would fire ; the last time I addressed them. Col. Brere- 
ton came up to me; I told him the rioting must be put down, 
the Square roust be cleared; his answer was, "* liie troops can- 
not, and shall not fire ;" their carbines, he said, were not like 
infantry muskets -, they had been up all night ; the horses and 
men were much fatigued, and were not equal to contending 
with the mob ; he said we mu^t keep the mob in good humour, 
and endeavour to get the troops rested, or the citv might be 
given up in the evening to plunder and slaughter ; the Colonel 
complainedof the infuriated feeling of the mob towards the 
14t]i, in consequence of a man being shot during the night; 
shortly after he sent the 14th away. 

Were you at the Guildhall towards noon on Sunday, the 90th 
of October, 1831 ?— — ^No, I was not ; I waited at the Mansion- 
house till between two and three. 
Were you at the Guildhall all Sunday afternoon, the 90th of 

October, 1831 ? 1 was. 

Did you hear, or were you engaged in a discussion which 
took place between some of the Ciyil Authorities and LieuL- 
Col. Brereton, as to expediency of recalling the 14th Dragoons? 
If so, please to state what passed.— —I did hear the discussion 
which took place ; the Town Clerk directed Colonel Brereton 
immediately to bring back the 14th Dragoons ; the Colonel said 
he would not; he said upon his own responsibility be refused 
to bring them back, feeling assured that if they were brought 
back, there would not be a man of them alive the next morning ; 
the Town Clerk a^ain ordered them to be brought back ; and 
upon his again refusing, said, if no one else reports your con- 
duct to Government, I will. 

Had any of the public buildings been attacked, or broken 
into, or threatened at the time the Civil Authorities demanded 
the recall of the 14th Dragoons? Or was there any tumult 

then in the city ? Seyeral public buildings had been broken 

into ; the Mansion-house, the bridewell, and the New Gaol 

Cross-examined. 

When the rioters were in Queen-s<]uare on Sunday morning, 
the 30th, did not Colonel Brereton, in the presence of Robert 
Marshall, request you to give orders to fire, and did you not 

refuse to give such orders ? 1 never heard any such request ; 

nor did I refuse to give orders to fire. 

Was not the Bedminster troop of Yeomanry in Bristol during 
the whole of Sunday, the 30th, with the Magistrates knowledge ? 
And was that fact ever communicated, as far as you know, to 
Colonel Brereton ?— — -I never knew they were in Bristol. 



APPENDIX. 319 

Sergeant Dejub examined on the Second Charge, 

Was a troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards ordered into Queen- 
square on Sunday morning, the 30th of October ? And if so, 

about what time ? Yes, between nine and ten o'clock in the 

niorning. 

When the troop arrived in Queen-square, was it cheered by 

the rioters? ^I did not hear thera cheer the troop ; I heara 

them sing out ** the King and Reform/' 

FOURTH DAY.— Thursday, January l«th, 1832. 

Sergeant E. Dsanb^s examination resumed. 

Did you hear the rioters cheer at all ?— Several times. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brereton join in or acknowledge the cheer 
of the rioters?— —I did not hear him say anything, but I saw 
him wave his cap several times. 

Did any of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, who happened to be 
near Lieut.-Col. Brereton, follow the example set by him as 
their commanding officer ? Yes. 

Did you see Lieut.-Col. Brereton shake hands with the rioters, 

or the rioters shake hands with him, upon that occasion ? 1 

saw the rioters take hold of his hand, and shake it, as it hung 
down by his side. 

Cross-examined, 

Was there any rioting in Queen-square on Sunday the 30th, 
after the arrival of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, until the arrival 
of the 14th Dragoons ?-i—-l saw none, except hooting and 
shouting. 

By the Court, 

What time elapsed between the arrival of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards and the I4th ?—— About a quarter of an hour. 

Was there a great mob in Qiieen-square on Sunday morning ? 
^There was. 

Had the 3rd Dragoon Guards their swords drawn on this oc- 
casion, and did they wave their swords on cheering?— ^They 
had not. 

How then did they follow the example of the Lieut.-CoIonel ? 
——They took their helmets off, and waved them. 

Comet Chas, Kblsos^ 3rd Dragoon Guards^ examined on the 

2nd Charge only* 

Was the troop of the Srd Dragoon Guards, and one of the 
14th Dragoons, in Queen-square on Sunday morning, the 30th 
t)f October, under the command of LieuU-Gol. Brereton ?— — 
They were. 

Was the body of rioters there assembled very considerable ? 
It was. 

Did the troop of the Srd Dragoon Guards arrive before or 
after the 1 4th ? Before. 

Did the mob cheer opon the arrival of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards in Queen-square ?— No. 
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Did they cheer soon after the arrival of the Srd Dragoon 

Guards, and before the arrival of the 14lh Dragoons ? About 

half an hour after the arrival of the 3rd ; and before the arrival 
of the I4tb. 

Was that cheering acknowledged by Lieut.-Col. Brereton; 
and if so, state in what manner ?— 1 did not perceive that it was. 

Did Lieut.-Col. Brereton take off bis cap or hat and wave it 
upon that occ&sion ? 1 did not perceive that he did. 

When the troop of the i4th arrived in Queen-square, what 
reception did it meet with from the rioters ?—'-HoottDg and 
hissins. 

Diayou observe the rioters pelt the l4th dragoons with glaas 
bottles, or other missiles, on that occasion ? ^No. 

Did you hear any threats, or terms of execration, then used 
by the rioters against the !4th; if so, state the terms employ- 
ed ? 1 did. '* Take away the bloody blues." 

Cross- examined. 

Was any Magistrate present in Queen-square with the troops 
on Sunday morning the 30th, about ten o'clock ?— — -None, 
that I knew. 

By the Court. 

Were you with the troop of the Srd dragoon guards the 
whole time they were in the Square the morning of the 30th ? 
No. 

Did you hear the Srd dragoon guards cheer, or did you see 

them take off and wave their helmets? 1 did not hear them 

cheer, but I saw them take off their helmets. 

Sergeant-Major MjSTiN^ Srd Dragoon Guards^ examined 

on the second charge only. 

Were you on duty with a troop of the Srd dragoon guards in 
Queen-sqnare on Sunday morning the 30th Oct.? 1 was. 

When the troop arrived in Queen-square, did the mob cheer ? 
—Not immediately, but very shortly after. 

Did Lieut. 'Col. Brereton in any way acknowledge those 
cheers ( if so, in what manner ? 1 did not see him acknow- 
ledge those cheers till after the withdrawal of the 14th. 

In what manner ?— He raised bis cap from his head ; I saw 
several of the mob take him by the hand. 

Did he then wave his cap to the rioters ? Yes. 

Did any of the Srd dragoon guards who were near Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton do the same ? 1 did not see them. 

Did the rioters make use of any particular expressions when 
they cheered ; if so, state them ?— They called out repeatedly 
•* red jackets for ever, down with the bloody blues." 

Did Lieut.-Col. Breretou attach himself more immediately 
to the Srd dragoon guards, or take that troop more under his 
personal command than the 14th, during the 89th and 30th 
Oct. ?— I consider that he did. 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined to cross-examine.] 
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ffm, HdRMAR^ Esq, SoHeitor, examined on the %nd charge. 

Were you in College-g^reeu about II o'clock ou Sunday 
morning, 30th Oct. ? Yes. 

Did you see a crowd in or about the Green at that time ? 
Yes. 

Was Lieut. -Col. Brereton near or amongst that crowd ? 1 

saw him entering on horseback, and several boys and men fol- 
lowing him. 

Did you hear any conversation between him and the mob 
which particularly attracted your notice? if so, state the nature 
of it ? — —The mob were using very cross expressions towards 
the blues, as ** down with the bloody blues — murder the blues*," 
I heard several such remarks ; cannot recollect all the expres- 
sions; I was about 10 yards from Lieut.-Col. Brereton ; I think 
he said, ** I am going to send them out of town." 

Did you shortly atlerwards see Lieut-Colonel Brereton in 
Queen-square ?— — I did. 

Did you on that occasion hear Lieut.-Gol. Brereton make use 
of any language to the mob which particularly attracted your 

attention ; if so, state it ? ^The mob were exulting about 

the 14th dragoons; he said '* I have sent them out of town,'' 
and the mob cheered. 

Did Lieut,-Gol. Brereton in any way acknowledge the cheer- 
ing of the mob ?^-^Not that I recollect. 

[I/ieut.-Col. Brereton declined to cross-examine.J 

Cocpf. GAGSf 14<A DragoonSy examined on 2d and Sd charges. 

Was a troop of the 14th dragoons ordered into Queen-square 
under your command, on Sunday morning, 30th Oct., and at 
what hour ?— -Yes, about 10 o*clock. 

Was the body of rioters very considerable when you arrived ? 

Yes. 

What reception did the 14th dragoons meet with from the 

rioters on that occasion ? Groans and hisses, and cries of 

'• pull them off their horses." 

Were the 14th dragoons threatened and pelted, as well as 
hissed and abused ?— — They were pelted immediately after we 
moved from the Square ; we were threatened and abused as 
long as we remained m the Square, but not pelted. 

Did Lieut.-Gol. Brereton sometime afterwards order the 14th 
to leave the Square, and return to their quarters; if so, state in 
what terms the order was conveyed ?--«^ Lieut.-Gol. Brereton 
ordered me to retire immediately with the troon to their quar- 
ters, as it was evident we were the whole and sole cause ot the 
disturbance that was then taking place. 

Please to state what was the conduct of the rioters, and what 
the consequences of their conduct during the march of the 14th 
Dragoons from Queen-square to their stables ?—— Immediately 
on leaving the Square they closed in upon our rear, and pelted 
us with stones and pieces of iron ; 1 twice faced the men about, 
and charged the mob ; they retreated into the houses and pelted 
us ; we formed up, and again commenced our retreat, and were 
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agaia pelted as before ; we charred m third time ; at that hoar 
in the morning, all the houses being opened « it was easy for 
them to retire to places where we coold not touch them ; in 
consequence, I faced three men about on the rear guard ; the 
men were ordered to present their pistob, but not to fire; I 
remained in the rear or the troop myself, and observed that at 
first it had the effect of dispersing them ; but on arriving at St. 
AuEustine*8 church, they closed in upon the three men that I 
hadTfaced about, and I ordered them to fire in self-defence % 
thev did fire ; we continued our retreat in that way, covered 
with the skirmishers we had thrown out, to our quarters. 

Were you ordered by Lieut.-Col. Brereton to leave Bristol 
with a squadron of the 14th Dragoons on Sunday, the 30th of 
October ; if so, at what hour ?— I was ordered by Lient.-Col. 
Brereton to leave Bristol on Sunday, as I imagine, between one 
and two o*clock. 

State the manner and place in which that order was conveyed, 
and every thing which passed between LieuL-Col. Brereton and 

ion on that occasion ?— »I received the order, verbally, from 
iieut.-Col. Brereton in the yard of Fisher*s livery stables : the 
words were, ** Gapt Gage, march your squadron immediately 
out of Bristol « if you do not, the whole sooadron will be mur- 
dered ;*' at that moment mv own horse and about sevenprivates 
were at Leigh's livery stables, about fifty yards from Fisher's ; 
some delay ensued firom my having to send for them ; and Lieut*- 
Col. Brereton came to me a second time, and said, '^ for God's 
sake, Capt. Gage, will you get out of town ?'' 1 asked him 
where we were to go ; he answered '* any where you please, 
only go away ;*' some man in the crowd (I believe an ostler in 
the yard) proposed that the troop should be sent to Keynsham ; 
Lieut«-Cot. Brereton said ''Keynsham will do; now, Capt. 
G^e, march your squadron off at a trot;*' I moved offat atrot, 
and we were again much pelted by the mob ; a man and horse 
in the rear of thesquadron fell ; the mob immediately attempted 
to rush upon him on the ground ; we faced a party in the rear 
to protect this man, and i think I heard two or three shots fired ; 
am not positive how many ; we rescued the man, and were no 
more molested, but continued our march to Keynsham, 

Did Lieut-Col. Brereton on Sunday morning, the 30th of 
October, prior to the m^ch of the squadron of the lAXh Dra- 
goons from Bristol, make any enquiry, or call for any report 
nrjom you, as to the state and efficiency of the men and horses ? 
—None whatever on Sunday morning. 

In what state, as to the freshness and efficiency for duty, were 
the men and horses at the time the squadron marched out of 
Bristol ?— — I conceive thesquadron was capable of performing 
any duty cavalrj could be called upon to perform. 

bo you consider the construction of Fisher^s livery stables 
to be such as to have enabled you and your squadron to have 
defended the stables against any attack of the rioters?— —I 
conceive that six moUs three at each gateway, could hold it 
against any mob. 
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Croii-examined, 

When Lieut.*Col. Brereton ordered you to remove the 14th 
Dragoons as you have stated, did he not order you to remove 
them to Brtsfineton ; and as there was hot one puhlic-house 
there, if you did not get accommodation there, to push on to 
Keynsham ? And did lie not at the time direct you the road to 
Brislington? 1 do not recollect Lieut.-Col. Brereton order- 
ing me to Brislington ; but several people belonging to the 
yard named different places. 

When Lieut.-Col. Brereton ordered you to remove the 14th 
as you have stated, did he not order you to keep the horses sad- 
dled, and to be ready to be recalled as soon as there should be 
a re-inforcement?— Lieut.-Col. Brereton ordered me to keep 
the squadron in readiness ; but I am not aware that anything 
was said about a re-inforcement of troops. 

Was not General Pearson in companj with Lieut.-Goloncl 
Brereton at Fisher's livery stables, at the time when you removed 
the 14th Dragoons! and did not Greneral Pearson accompany 

you towards Brislington ? General Pearson was present when 

we left the yard, and accompanied the squadron to the Hotwells 
as far as a turning which led to his own house at Clifton. There 
he left us saying he would go home, wishing us suc(?ess, or luck, 
or words to that effect s and said he should very likely come 
out to see us at Keynsham either that evening or the next 
morning. 

On the arrival of the 14th from Queen-square at their stables 
on Sunday morning the dOth, did not Lieut.-Colonel Brereton 
send to you a sergeant for a report of the reason of firing ? 
Just before 1 arrived at the stables, a soldier overtook me, and 
asked me what the firing was about ? I do not recollect that he 
said he came from Lieut. Colonel Brereton. I told him I had 
been attacked in the streets, and fired in self-defence. I have 
said I do not recollect that he told me he came from Lieut-Col. 
Brereton, but the impression on my mind is, that he did. 

Re-examined* 

Did you not proceed with the squadron of 14th dragoons 
from College-green to Keynsham by a circuitous route, and 
really with the orders from Lieut-Col. Brereton to do so ?— 
I am not aware that the route was a circuitous one; but a more 
private road than going through the town was pointed out by 
Colonel Brereton. 

/Tjr. GrsqOET^ Esq. Mtcmey^ examined on %nd and ^th 

Chargei.^SEcovD oharos. 

Was yon in Queen-square in the forenoon of Sonday SOth 
October, and was there a considerable mob there assembled ? 
Yes. 

Was Lieut.*Col. Brereton present ?— -Not when 1 was first 
in the Square, but he came soon after. 

Did you hear any conversation between Iiieut.-Col. Brereton 
and the mob on that occasion ; if so, state it ?—— After the 
troop of the 14th arrived, the mob' became very clamorous, 

r x2 
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CapL C, MusGBArB, examined on 2nd Charge, 

Was you present at Fisher's stables on Sunday, the 90th of 
October, when Lieut.-Col. Brereton ordered the squadron of 
the 14th Dragoons to leave Bristol ? 1 was. 

State what passed between Lieut.-Gol. Brereton and Captain 

Gage, or yourself, on that occasion ? Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 

about eleven o'clock on Sunday morning, came to Fisher's 
stables, and required to*see Capt. Gage, saying Capt. Gage"^ 
squadron must instantly leave Bristol ; Capt. Gaee came in, 
having left part of his troop in the stables; Lieut.-CH)1. Brereton 
told Capt. (jage he must leave Bristol as quickly as possible, 
and not lose a moment, as the safety of the city depended on 
their going. 

Was the squadron followed from Fisher's stable by the mob, 
and was it hissed and abused by them ? Yes. 

Did this happen in sight of Lieut.-Col. Brereton ? I did 
not see him. 

Is there sufficient space in the ride for the number of Dra- 
goons that were in Fisher's yard to form up when mounted ? 
—Hardly room for sixty mounted men. 

[Lieut.-Col. Brereton declined cross-examining.] 

Mr, John Johnson y glatt-maker^ examined on %nd Charge onfy. 

Were you present in Queen-square on Sunday morning the 
30th of October ; and if so, were you in a situation to have a 

good view of what was going on ?— -Tes $ on the top of the 
ustom-house. 

Were any of the troops there ) and if so, was Lieut.-Colonel 
Brereton with them ?— — Yes; the Srd Dragoons nearly opposite 
the Mansion-house, and the 14th nearly opposite the Custom- 
house. I saw Lieut.-Col. Brereton pass and repass several 
times. 

State any particulars that you saw of the conduct of LienL- 

Col. Brereton or of the rioters, until you left the Square ? 

1 saw some thousands of persons, and the rioters who were 
nearest to me I saw insult the 14th repeatedly with stones and 
sticks. I saw one of the rioters nearly knock one of the 14th 
off his horse. The 14th were hissed and hooted in every direc- 
tion until they were taken out of the Square. I saw Lieut.- 
Col. Brereton pass and repass continually, and take off his hat 
and huzza to the mob, who were running after him, taking hold 
of his hand, &c. He pulled off his hat, and made his obeisance 
to the lowest of the low. 

[Lieut«-Col. Brereton declined cross-examining.] 

Capt. John Cook, Gloucester Militia^ examined on 4th Charge. 

Were you present in the Guildhall on the afternoon of Sun- 
day, the 30th of October, when there was a discussion between 
some of the Civil Authorities and Lient.-Col. Brereton, as to 
the expediency of immediately recalling the 14th Dragoons 
into the city?-— —I was in the Guildhall about three o'clock, 
Lieut.-Col. Brereton arrived a few minutes after. Mr. Ludlow 
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had been speak ine to the people assembled, but immediately 
addressed himselfto Lieat.-Co1. Brereton, and asked if he was 
aware of the state in which the city then wai ; and that the 
prisoners had been released from the firidewell, which was then 
burning, and the rioters, he believed, were then proceeding to 
the City Gaol ; and he asked if they were not to baye the assist- 
ance of the troops. 1 think Lieut.-Gol. Brereton said they 
were jaded and unfit for service, and as the mob was irritated 
against them their lives would be in danger. Mr. Ludlow said, 
** is that a soldier's reason for keeping them away ? I demand 
the return of the 14th from Keynsham ; and I certainly shall 
feel it my duty to report this, if it is not done by any one else, 
in the proper quarter." I do not remember any reply. There 
was a general exclamation in the hall, that they were lost with- 
out the support of soldiers. 

[LieuL-Col. Brereton declined cross-examining.] 

General Sir C. Dalbiao here announced, that the evidence 
on the second, third, and fourth charges was closed ; and as the 
substance of the former part of the fiuh charge was conveyed in 
the evidence already heard, he should now proceed to the latter 
part of the fifth charge. 

VIITH CBARGE-^bATTBa PAAT. 

Comet C, Kelson i Srd Dragoon GuartU, examined. 

Were you ordered with a detachment of Srd dragoon guards 
to proceed to the new gaol on Sunday, 30th Oct. i if so, state 
as precisely as you can, the time when you marched from Col. 

lege-green for that purpose ? 1 was ordered so to do ; the 

detachment marched from College-green at nearly half-past 3. 

In marching through College-green, did you see Lieut.-Col* 
Brereton; and if so, state particularly any orders you received 

from him on that occasion ? 1 saw Lieut. -Col. Brereton, and 

was ordered by him to go to the gaol ; I asked him what I was 
to do when I got there ? he replied that he could give me no 
orders to act ; he could find no Magistrate to give him orders $ 
I was on no account to use any violence ; but to go there and 
return. 

What numbers did your force consist of when you marched 
through College-green % and what numbers when you arrived 
before the gaol ?— ^Eleven men when I passed through College- 
green ; twenty when 1 arrived at the Gaol. 

State every thing which you did with the detachment, and 
every thing that came under your observation witii respect to 
the rioters, from the period of your arrival in front of the Gaol 
until your return to College-green ?— — -On my arrival at the 
Gaol I saw an immense mob collected ; I marched the men to 
the Gaol door, and saw a great number of people inside the saol ; 
they were knocking some things to pieces ; I pot my men threes 
about, and took them back to College-green. 

Did you, on your return to College-green, report your arrival 
to Lieut.-Col. Brereton in person } if so, state every thing that 
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passed between you and him when you reported your return ?*- 
I reported my arrival to Lieut.-Uol. Brereton in person ; he 
asked rae what I had done at the Gaol ; I said I had done what 
he told me — nothing (laughter) ; he told me that he heard thmt 
I had shot four men there ; I replied that 1 had done nothing of 
the sort ; he told me 1 had acted perfectly right. 

xVs precisely as you possibly can, state the hour of your so 
reporting your return to Lieut.-Col. Brereton ? About four 
or a quarter past. 

Cross-examined, 

Did you not tell Lieut.-Col. Brereton, on your return from 
the Gaol, on the SOth of October, that you found ten thousand 
rioters there, and could do nothing against them, and you could 
not find any Magistrate or Civil Authority there ?-■ I recol- 
lect telling Lieut.-Col. Brereton that I saw an immense mob at 
the Gaol, (but I cannot specify number) destroying it, and that 
I had done nothing to check them ; I do not recollect saying 
anything about Magistrates. 

The Court was then adjourned. 



SUICIDE OF LIEUT.-COL. BRERETON. 

The investigation was brought to an abrupt termina- 
tion, by Lieut.-Col. Brereton committing self-aestruction. 

After the proceedings of Thursday, Colonel Brereton 
dined with some friends at Reeve's Hotel, College-place, 
whence he drove home in his gig to his residence on 
Lawrence-hill, about a mile from Bristol, about eleven 
o'clock. He had, during the evening, been labouring 
under a distracted state of mind, which indeed was to 
be expected, from the grave nature of the charges on 
which he had been brought to trial. After reaching 
home, he sat up until about three in the morning, when 
he retired to his bed-room. It had been his invariable 
custom, the last thing before going to bed, to kiss his 
little daughters, his only children, (one three, the other 
six years of age) who had slept with his housekeeper 
ever since the decease of Mrs. Brereton. The house- 
keeper, in consequence, never went to bed until the 
Colonel had paid the usual parental visit to his children. 
On Friday morning, however, Colonel Brereton did not 
go into the children's room, and the housekeeper, shortly 
after he had entered his own apartment, heard the report 
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of a pistol. She immediately went into her master's 
room^ and found him extended on his bed, and quite 
dead ! He had shot himself through the heart with a 
pistoly which he had put to his sick with his left hand ! 
The hand which had committed the fatal deed remained 
in nearly the position it must have taken to fire ; the 
right hand was lying by his side ; he had taken off his 
coat, waistcoat and boots, and this circumstance seems 
to indicate that the fit of mental agony and distraction 
which prompted him to commit suicide was yeiy sudden, 
and instantly acted upon. 



THE COURT-MARTIAL. 

The Court met on Friday morning at the usual hour, 
and evidence having been given that the Prisoner was 
dead. Sir Chas. Dalbiac addressed a few sentences 
to the Court, in the course of which he said, ^^ If the 
intelligence of the tragical event which has just oc- 
curred has caused pain to this honourable Court, how 
much more deeply must it have afflicted the individual 
who has had to sustain the arduous task of being the 
prosecutor of Lieut.-Colonel Brereton ! I rise, gentle- 
men, under feelings of greater embarrassment than I 
ever experienced in the whole course of my life. I have, 
however, one consolation, and that is indeed a great 
one. I declared to you in my opening address, that I 
entered this Court without the slightest tinge of personal 
prejudice towards the prisoner, and I now repeat that 
assertion, as I would before my Grod. I knew him not, 
nor did I even know his person, until the 17th of Nov. 
last, when I was ordered to preside in this room over a 
Court of Enquiry, appointed to investigate the causes of 
the Bristol Riots. I was sent here at the suit — I may 
say the command— of my King, whose commission I 
have the honor to bear, as the l^osecutor of Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton ; and if it had been my duty to appear in*a 
similar manner against my personal iriend or my brother 
officer, I should have pursued the same course as I have 
adopted towards the unfortunate prisoner who is now 
no more." 
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The President obserredy he was expressiiig the 
conyfction of the Conrt when he said that the manner in 
which Sir Charles Dalbiac had oondacted the prosecu- 
tion was most honourable to him, and that no proceeding 
could haTC been accompanied with less of acrimony <Mr 
personal hostility. 

The Conrt was then cleared, and an Officer was after- 
wards dispatched to the Commander-in-Chief, with 
information of the cTcnt which had pat a stop to the 
proceedings. 
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COURT-MARTIAL ON CAPT. WARRINGTON, 

Of the Srrf Dragoon Guards. 



The sadden death of lieut.-Colonel Brereton having 
interrupted the investigation into the conduct of the 
Military during the Riots, the Commander-in-Chief 
directed a Court-Martial to be held on Capt. Warrington, 
who was in command of a troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards on that important occasion. 

The Court was composed of the same Officers as on 
the trial of Colonel Brereton, and was held at the same 
place. Major-General Sir Charles Dalbzac was 
again the Prosecutor. The proceedings commenced 
on Tuesday the 17th Jan. when the following Charges 
were exhibited against the Prisoner : — 

I. — ^That he. Captain Warrington, being on the night of 
Sunday, the SOth orOctober, 1831, in the personal command of 
a troop of the 3rd regiment of dragoon guards in the city of 
Bristol, at a time when that city was the scene of most out^ 
rageous and alarming riots,— insomuch that the said troop had 
been repeatedly called out by order of the Magistrates to quell 
the rioters, and at a time when several public and other build- 
ings in the said city had been fired by the rioters, some whereof 
were already consumed, and others were still in flames ; and at 
a time when by reason of the circumstances aforesaid, it was 
peculiarly necessary that the said troop, being then the only 
military force in Bristol, should act in the most prompt and 
effectual manner for the protection of the city, and that he. 
Captain Warrington, as the commander of the same, should 
use every exertion for that purpose, subject to the orders of 
Lieut«-Colonel Brereton, who then held the chief mtlitarv com- 
mand in the city ; and when it therefore behoved the said Capt. 
Warrinston to forward instantly and without delay to the said 
Lieut.-firereton, every requisition that might be made, or intel- 
ligence that might be conveyed to him, Captain Warrington, or 
to the quarters of the said troop, calling tor the services of the 
said troop in the city, or shewing the same to be necessary ; 
nevertheless he, Captain Warrington, being, between eleven 
and twelve o^clock on the said Sunday night, applied to at the 
said quarters, where he was in command, by Mr. Thomas 
Kington, a merchant in Bristol, and informed by him, as the 
fact was, that the rioters were about to fire the Custom-house of 
Bristol, and that the presence and services of the troop were 
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urgently and immediatelj required in Queen-square, where the 
Custom-house then stood, in order to save that building, or to 
that effect, did not only refuse to order out the said troop, or 
any part thereof, or to take any step for the purpose so stated, 
but used no means of conveying the information so received by 
him, or the purport thereof, to the said Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
or of obtaining from the said Lieut.-Goi. Brereton any orders 
applicable to the occasion : the said Capt. Warrington thereby, 
as far as in him Jay, leaving the said Custom-house at the mercy 
of the rioters, by whom in fact the same was shortly afterwards 
set on fire and totally destroyed. 

II.— -For that afterwards, that is on Monday morning, the 31st 
Oct., 1831, he, Capt. Warrington, being, as before, in the per- 
sonal command of the said troop of the Srd dragoon guards, 
then the only military force in Bristol, and when the riots were 
raging in that city with increased and destructive violence, a 
letter being, about half-past three o'clock on the said morning, 
delivered to, and left with, the said Capt. Warrington at the 
quarters of the said troop, where he was then in command, 
which letter was from C. Finney, Esq., the Mayor of Bristol, 
and was addressed to Lieut.- Col.Brereton, or the Officer '' com- 
manding his Majestv's troops.**— [The letter was here recited.] 
—And he, Capt. Warrington, having then read the said letter, 
and it being thereupon his bounden duty either to act on the 
said letter without delay, or if his orders did not allow of his 
so doing, then in that case immediately to transmit the said 
letter or to communicate the contents or purport thereof to 
the said Lient.-Col. Brereton ; nevertheless he. Captain War- 
rington, neither acted on the said letter as aforesaid, nor trans- 
mitted or communicated the same, or the contents or purport 
thereof to Lieut.-Col. Brereton, but on the contrary retained 
such letter in his possession, without taking any step whatever 
in reference to, or in consequen<fe of, the same, until some time 
afterwards, when he was applied to by a Magistrate in person ; 
by reason of which conduct on the part of him, Capt. Warring- 
ton, the said troop remained inactive in its quarters for upwaras 
of an hour after his receiving the said letter ; during which 
interval of time the rioters being left without opposition or con- 
trol, sacked and fired several houses, and destroyed a great 
amount of other property. 

III.— For that during the said SOth and Sist of October, 1831, 
while the said rioters were perpetrating acts of gross and in- 
creasing outrage in the city of Bristol, so that the said city for 
many successive hours appeared in iraminentdanger of destruc- 
tion, at periods when it was peculiarly important that the said 
troop of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, being then the only military 
force in the city, should be commanded and directed in the 
most efficient manner, for the protection of the city under every 
emergency that might arise, and when for that purpose it was 
necessary that the said Capt. Warrineton, he being the only 
commissioned officer in Bristol with the said troop, excepting a 
young Comet of not more than sixteen months' service in Uie 
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mrmy, should constantly remain at or within immediate call of 
the quarters of the said troop, while the troop continued there, 
ia order to superintend and direct any movement required of it, 
and that in case of the troop or any detachment thereof heing 
ordered out to meet and put down the rioters, he, Captain 
Warrington, should himself accompany and command the same, 
and that he, Gapt. Warrington, should at every moment be 
ready and on the alert for the performance of the said services : 
nevertheless he, Gapt. Warrington, greatly neglected or violated 
his duty in the said several respects, and especially in the fol- 
lowing instances :^- 

1st. — In that he, the said Gapt. Warrington, at or about 
four o*clock in Ihe afternoon of the said 90th of Oct., when 
a detachment of the said troop, consisting of two-thirds, or 
thereabouts, of the disposable part thereof, was ordered 
out to the city gaol, which was then attacked and threaten- 
ed with destruction by the rioters, permitted such detach- 
ment to march to that service under the sole command of 
the said Gornet — ^he, the said Gapt. Warrington, meanwhile 
remaining inactive in quarters. 

2dly.— -In that the said Gapt. Warrington did afterwards, 
in the course of the said SOth of Oct., the troop having 
been in its quarters, altogether absent himself from the 
said quarters, and from me neighbourhood thereof; and 
remained absent from the same for a very considerable time, 
during which time, namely, at or about ei^ht o'clock in 
the evening, a detachment of the troop, consisting of nearly 
the whole of the disposable part thereof, being called out 
to protect the palace of the Bishop of Bristol from a vio • 
lent attack made thereon by the rioters— such detachment 
proceeded to the said palace under the command of one 
troop officer only, being the young Gornet before men- 
tioned. 

Sdly. — In that he, Gapt. Warrington, having returned to 
the said quarters, during the absence of the detachment on 
the said service, he in place of thereupon proceeding to Join 
the same, or of waiting its return, did, before the return 
of the detachment to quarters, which was about 10 o'clock 
the same evening, retire to his bed. 

Lastly.— In that he, Gapt. Warrington, between four and 
and h\e o'clock in the morning of the said Slst of October, 
when a detachment of the troop, consisting of about two- 
thirds of the disposable part thereof, was again called out 
to stop the progress of the rioters in destroying the build- 
ings in Queen-square, did again permit the said detachment 
to proceed on such service, under the sole command of the 
said young Gornet, while he, the said Gaptain, himself re- 
mained in quarters. 
Such conduct as aforesaid, on the part of the said Gaptain 
Warrington, evincing a want of the vigour and activity requisite 
in the situation in which he was placed, being highl v unbecom- 
ing and disgraceful to his character as an officer, and calculated 
to bring dishonour on his Majesty's service. 
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The President, Sir Henry Fane, expressed his 
readiness to afford every possible accommodation to 
Capt. Wairington, and requested to know when he 
would be ready to meet the Charges. Capt. Warring- 
ton named the 25th, when, he trusted, he should be 
enabled to bring forward eyidence to justify his conduct^ 
notwithstanding the melancholy event of the death of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton, which had deprived him 
of die principal evidence in his favour. 

Second Duu^ — Wednesdat/y Jan. 25, 1832. 

The Court having met this day pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, the Charges were then read over seriatim to 
Captain Wan*ington, who pleaded to each Not Guilty. 

Sir Charles Dalbiac then rose, and in a manner 
evincing, when he had occasion to allude to the 
unhappy termination of the previous Court Martial on 
Colonel Brereton, considerable feeling and emotion^ 
delivered the following address : — 

'^ Mr. President, and the Members of this Honorable 
Court, — It is with feelings of an af&ictive nature that I 

? resent myself for the second time before a Genera] 
!ourt Martial in the character of a public prosecutor. 
I appear at the suit of the King, to conduct the pro- 
secution in the trial of Capt. Warrington, the prisoner at 
your bar. I say it is with feelings of an afflictive nature 
that I find myself once more engaged in this most 
invidious line of duty ; nor is there, I am persuaded, 
a single member of the Court who will affirm that this 
expression is too strong for the occasion. The offiee 
which I have to sustain is attended, at all times, and 
under any circumstances, with infinite pain and embar- 
rassment. What then must it be when carried on, as 
it were, under the very shadow of that awful catastrophe, 
with which all who now hear me, scarcely less than the 
Prosecutor in this trial, have been so recently and so 
painfully affected ? What must it be, wh^i every step 
we take, every witness we examine, every ftict we touch 
upon, maffy peradventure, call up the remembrance of 
events, which, as connected with the proceedings of a 
former Court, every generous heart would willingly 
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consign to obliyion ? And yet under these oyerwhelm- 
ing recollections, my duty calls upon me to proceed 
right onward. I must tread the very same ground 
which is stamped with images of sadness ; I must inevit" 
ably revert, at times, to those yery proceedings which 
have been brought to so calamitous and so tragical a 
termination, I need hardly add, however, that my own 
feelings will irresistibly prompt me, throughout this 
trial, to spare the Court, the public, and myself, but 
especially those who through mendship or consang^- 
nity, are more intimately concerned, the pain of any 
reference to a general Court Martial recently held within 
this Hall, whenever the course of our proceedings will, 
by possibility, enable me to abstain from it. 

^^ But I will dwell no longer on the emotions which 
oppress me, under this renewed demand upon my 
exertions, well assured that they must be fully under- 
stood by evenr member of the present Court. I will 
address myself at once to the tasK which lies before me, 
forming as it does a series of painfiil but unavoidable 
duties, closely connected with each other. The nature 
of this connexion, with respect to the present case, will 
be best understood from a Inief detau of the circum- 
stances which have led to the trial of Capt. Warrington, 
as well as to my being commanded to conduct the pro- 
secution; which circumstances I will accordingly submit 
for the information of the Court. 

^^ Gen. Lord Hill had commanded a Court of Enquiry 
to assemble at Bristol, on the 17th November, to inves- 
tigate the conduct of the Officer who held the command 
of the troops, during the unfortunate occurrences which 
took place in this city on the 39th, 30th, and 31st Oct. ; 
which Court was composed of the following Officers : — 
President : Major-General Sir C. Dalbiac ; Members : 
Col. Sir E. Miles, 89th regiment ; Col. Ferguson, 52d 
Light Infantry; Lieut-Col. Lord Loughborough, 9th 
Lancers ; Major Walcot, Royal Horse Artillery. 

*^ Capt. Warrington's Troop of the 3rd Dragoon 
Guards had formed a part of the force which was placed 
at the disposal of the Municipal Authorities of Bristol, 
upon the occasion above referred to, Capt. Warrington 
being himself in command of the troop ; his evidence, 
therefore, was deemed essential to the investigation, to 
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which the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry had been 
directed — and he was accordingly instructed to repair 
to Bristol, to attend the Court, when it assembled in 
this Hall on the I7th of November. 

'^ Preyious, however, to the examination of Captain 
Warrington, the Court was in possession of other eyi- 
dence, touching the events of the last three days of Oct., 
which appeared (in the Court's opinion) to reflect, in a 
serious manner, upon the conduct of Captain Warring- 
ton ; and the Court came to the decision, that it was 
out of their power to receive his evidence ; lest, in many 
very important points, upon which that evidence had 
been deemed essential, his replies to questions, to be 
put by the Court, might implicate his own conduct. A 
minute to that effect was entered upon the proceedings. 

Captain Warrington was required to attend in Court ; 
the minute which had been entered upon the proceed- 
ings was read to him, and he was informed of the cir- 
cumstances which had led to the Court's decision. Capt. 
Warrington very properly addressed a conmiunication 
on the subject, to the Commanding Officer of his 
regiment, and, with equal propriety, submitted to the 
Adjutant-General, for the consideration of General 
Lord Hill, a request that his conduct might undei^ 
investigation. This request of Captain Warrington ac- 
companied a report, explanatory of the circumstances, 
which (as President of the Court of Inquiry) I forwarded 
to the Adjutant-General, to be laid before the General 
Commanding in Chief. 

^^ An investigation, however, before a Court of In- 
quiry, could afford no further information, relative to 
Capt Warrington's case, than what had already been 
recorded in the proceedings of the Court then sitting. 
The General Commanding in Chief directed, therefore, 
that Capt. Warrington's case should be submitted to the 
decision of a General Court Martial. 

^^ Such are the circumstances under which Captain 
Warrington has now to answer before you, to the 
charges which have been preferred against him. With 
respect to the general character of tnose charges, the 
collective judgment of this Court will form a far more 
correct estimate than any I could presume to submit. 

^' It is also unnecessary that I should go into any 
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detail of the circumstances upon which each particular 
charge is grounded. There is no lengthened chain of 
incidents to unite — ^no intricate thread of events to un- 
rayel. Conviction upon each charge may be said to 
rest, for the most part, upon the mere proof of certain 
alleged and distinct facts : according to the completion 
of which proof, or otherwise, the Court will have to 
pronounce. 

*' There are two or three points, however, which bear 
upon the charges generally, to which it may be as well 
to allude at the present moment, although they will be 
brought out separately in the course of the evidence to 
be produced. 

^^ I wish the Court to bear in mind that the quarters 
of Capt. Warrington's troop, during the Bristol Riots, 
were at Leigh's Bazaar — Capt. Warrington's own quar- 
ters being nearly contiguous thereto, at Keeve's Hotel. 
From these quarters the Bishop's Palace, the Recruit- 
ing Office in CoDege-green, and No. 2, in Unity-street, 
(in which the Officer then commanding in Bristol re- 
sided) are severally distant about 200 yards. Berkeley- 
square (whence the Mayor dispatched a letter to the 
(/nicer commanding His Majesty^ troops, at three 
o'clock in the morning of the dlst of October) is distant 
from the said quarters about 350 or 400 yards, and 
Queen-square (in which stood the Custom-house, and 
where the great destruction of property took place) 
about half a mile, a trilfle more or less. 

*^ It is necessary I should remind the Court, that a 

!)ortion of the testimony to be produced will relate to 
acts and circumstances which occurred during a period 
of extreme disorder and alarm. Some discrepancies in 
that testimony, as far as relates to questions of time, and 
certain other subordinate matters, must consequently be 
expected ; but I do not apprehend any difficulty what- 
ever in reconciling these alight disagreements, as to 
eveiT essential point. 

'^ I have also to express my desire, and in so doing I 
beg to be understood as speaking with the most periect 
sincerity, that whenever in the course of these proceed- 
ings, a doubtful point may arise, whether as to the ad- 
mission or effect of evidence, or any other matter 
whatever, such doubt may never be turned to the dis- 

Y 
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advantage of the par^ accosedy bat that, on the contrary, 
the decision of iJie Court, in all such instances, may 
invariably be in favour of the prisoner. 

*^ Having thus submitted to the Court the circum- 
stances which have brought the prisoner before them, 
as well as a few observations with respect to the evidence 
to be produced, I have to solicit the attention of the 
Court to a few words respecting my own personal 
acquaintance with Capt. Warrington, and my own per- 
sonal feelings towards him. My acquaintance, indeed, 
is one of no long standing, or of close intimacy.- We 
were brought together by a single occasion of profes- 
sional duty ; which was the only opportunity ever afford- 
ed me of acauiring any knowledge of the prisoner, prior 
to the assembly of the Court of Enquiry in this Hall on 
the I7th of November last. It vdll, therefore, hardly 
be suspected that I can be under the influence of any 
deep or overpowering solicitude concerning Captain 
Warrington as an individual; and yet, in truth, I should 
be conscious of something little short of downright 
hypocrisy, were I to affirm that my own feelings on Sus 
occasion are absolutely neutral. Captain Warrington 
belongs to that particular branch of our military ser- 
vice, to which I have been devoted through a long 
professional life of almost forty years ; Captain War- 
rington is attached to that particular portion of the 
British army over which, by the most gracious favour 
and confidence of His Majesty, I hold a proud, a dis- 
tinguished, a comprehensive superintendence, as the 
Inspecting General of the Cavalry of Great Britain. I 
may, therefore, with strict propriety, regard Captain 
Warrington as an officer under my own immediate 
command. Furthermore, Capt. Warrington belongs 
to that particular regiment, which was brigaded with 
my own corps, the 4th Dragoons, when I had the good 
fortune, for the first time in my Ufe, to draw my sword 
against the common enemy of Europe, in the field of 
Talavera, under the auspices of that gallant General 
who presides over this Court. Now, there cannot 

BE A MEMBER OF THIS HONOURABLE CoU&T BUT 
MUST HATE FELT THE MAGIC OF THAT SYMPATHY 
WHICH BINDS THOSE CORPS WHICH HAVE FOUGHT 
AND CONQUERED TOGETHER, AS IT WERE, IN A 
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BOND OF SACR£D BROTHERHOOD. I WOUld fain 

appeal, therefore, to the gallant General — I would 
fain appeal to the gallant Officers who compose this 
Court — is it likely, is it natural, is ^t possible, that I 
should look with indifference towards the issue of an 
investigation which involves the honour of that dis- 
tinguished corps, or of any individual belonging to it ? 
Honestly and distinctly do I declare, that my own per- 
sonal inclination is in favor of the prisoner at your oar. 

^^ la making this frank avowal, however, it cannot 
surely be neediful that I should employ many words to 
protect myself against perversion or misconstruction. 
It will not for a moment, I trust, be suspected that my 
regard for the honor of a distinguished corps, or of any 
individual attached to it, will cause me to halt in the 
straight, though rugged, path of duty. 

^^ If I openly co^ss that feelings of solicitude for 
the prisoner are lurking in my own oreast, what is this 
confession but a public pledge to guard myself against 
their secret influence, with me most jealous vigilance i 
What is it, but to call down upon my own proceedings 
the most watchful and rigorous control on the part of 
those who are to pronounce judgment between the King 
and the prisoner r What is it, but to invite the strict 
attention of the service at large, to every step I take in 
this trial ? What is it, but to bring to the severest test, 
the sincerity and the truUi of my own professions, when 
1 declare, that my duty to my Sovereign is paramount 
to all other interests and feelings ? 

" I have said that the honor of this corps is dear and 
valuable to me. But in saying this, do I not bind 
myself in the most solemn fornli, to preserve that honour, 
unsuspected and unsullied; and to bring down the 
weighty arm of justice on all whose conduct may have 
fixra a stain upon it ? And, in adverting to the high 
and honourable post to which the gracious favor of my 
King has raised me, what have I done but proclaim the 
exceeding weight of my own responsibility ? I should 
be a t^tor to the noble service thus entrusted to my 
superintendence, if every feeling and every faculty of 
mine were not ardently engaged in the preservation of 
its welfare and efficiency — ^and of its welfare and 

EFFICIENCY ITS HONOR IS THE TERY LIFE AND 

Y2 
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SOUL. In committing to my chai^ the interior eco- 
nomy and discipline of the British Cavalry, his Majesty 
has, in a most especial manner, constituted me one of 
the guardians of its reputation ; in which (far 

MORE eminently THAN ITS NUMBERS OR ITS SUB- 
ORDINATE DETAILS) LIES THE REAL SECRET OF ITS 
GLORY AND ITS FORCE. 

" In conformity with these views of my duty, I feel 
myself compelled to declare that (whatever may be mv 
personal prepossessions in favour of the prisoner) I shall 
have to press him home with evidence, which, if not 
most effectually repelled, must bring down punishment 
and dishonour on his head. I must not shrink firom 
proclaiming, that unless the materials in my possession 
turn out deceitful indeed, his conduct during the recent 
calamitous disorders must be pronounced utterly inde- 
fensible. What the resources are, on which the prisoner 
may rely for his vindication, I have no means whatever 
to anticipate. I can, therefore, only declare that I shall 
deeply rejoice if my apprehensions on his behalf should, 
upon investigation, appear to be unfounded. It will be 
no mean reuef to my mind, if he should succeed in 
bringing forward facts or circumstances that can mate- 
rially extenuate the accusation which has been preferred 
against him ; and my gratification will be great indeed, 
should he be able to turn the accusation altogether aside, 
and to come forth from this conflict with an honourable 
and a complete acquittal. 

^^ I have now only to submit, for the approval of the 
Court, no less for the sake of expedition tnan of perspi- 
cuity, that each charge shall be dealt with separately, 
and in rotation as preferred against the prisoner. I 
purpose, therefore, to complete the evidence in support 
of one charge, before another charge shall be brought 
under consideration, and to announce to the Court when 
the evidence in support of each named charge shall have 
closed. Should this mode of arranging the evidence on 
the part of the prosecution accord with the vievirs of the 
Court, I will now proceed to call evidence in support of 
the first charge." 

The President signified the acquiescence of the 
Court to the mode of proceeding suggested by the Pro- 
secutor. The following witnesses were then called and 
examined :— * 
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Sergeanl'Major MjbteNj Srd Dragoon Guards, 

Were yoa on dutj with Capt. Warrington's troop of the Srd 
Dragoon Guards in Bristol, on the 30th and 3 1st of October 
last ? 1 was. 

What officers were then present with the troop, and who com- 
manded them ? The troop was under the immediate command 

of Capt. Warrington ; Cornet Keison commanded them. 

What number of non-commissioned officers and men were 

mounted and effective with the troop in Bristol ? Thirtj- 

three men and horses. 

Where were the quarters of the troop and where the quarters 
of the officers during those two days ; and were the officers* 
quarters contiguous to those of the troop ?— The quarters of 
the troop were at Leigh*s Bazaar ; the quarters of the officers 
at Reeve*s Hotel ; they were contiguous to each other. 

Was Capt. Warrington's troop, or were detachments of that 
troop, called out repeatedly in the course of Sunday, the 30th 
of October to quell the riots ? Yes. 

At what hour did the detachment of the troop which had 
been on duty that night at the Bishop's Palace and at the Man- 
sion-house, return to its quarters ? 1 cannot say precisely, 

but to the bestof my knowledge it was about nine o'clock. 

At about what hour did the troop next turn out mounted'— 
where did it first form on parade — and by whom was it com- 
manded ? The troop next turned out about twelve o'clock 
that night, formed on the road leading to Leigh's Bazaar, and 
was commanded by Capt. Warrington. 

Did the whole troop then turn out— what duty did it perform 

—and when did it return to its quarters ? The whole of that 

part of the troop then in quarters turned out, marched down to 
the ftont of Reeve's Hotel, halted a few moments, and then 
returned to quarters. 

Without reference to a patrole of four men sent to the Guild- 
hall, upon what occasion aid the troop or a part of it next turn 
out, mounted on duty ?— About two-thirds of the troop turned 
out about four in the morning. 

For what duty did it turn out ?— To quell a riot then exist- 
ing in Queen-square. 

Was any non-commissioned officer or roan sent by Captain 
* Warrington or by Cornet Kelson, to your knowledge, to look 
for the officer commanding the troop*, between the hours of 
half-past ten on Sunday night, the 3«tb of October, and half- 
past four on the morning of the 31st?— -No. 

[Capt. Warrington declined to cross-examine.] 

Comet Kblsow^ Srd Dragoon Guards^ examined. 

Were you in command of a detachment of Capt. Warrington's 
troop between eight and ten on Sunday night, the 30th of 
October ? 1 was. 

State as nearly as you can at what hour that detachment re- 
turned to its quarters at the Horse-Bazaar ?— ^About half-past 
nine or a quarter before ten. 
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At about what hour did the troop next tuni out mounted, 

where did it first form on parade, and who commanded it ? 

The troop next turned out about a quarter before eleven, form- 
ed in front of Reeve's Hotel, and Captain Warrington com- 
manded it. 

What duty did it perform, and when did it return to its 
quarters ? ^It remained in front of Reeve*s Hotel a few mi- 
nutes, and then filed into iis stables. 

Upon what occasion did the troop or part of it next turn out 
mounted for duty, not adverting to a Corporal and four men 

sent to the Guildhall ? Part of the troop turned out mounted 

for duty about four o*clock on Monday morning to proceed to 
Queen-square. 

Are you certain it was no later than four o*clock when the 
troop so turned out to proceed to Queen-square ? To the 
best of my knowledge that was about the time. 

CrosB-ejcamined by Capt. WabrinotoN, 

Were you not ordered first to go to College-green, where yon 
would meet a Magistrate to accompany you ? 1 was. 

Did any Magistrate meet or accompany you when you got 
there ? None. 

By whose orders did you go from College-green to Queen- 
square ? .1 went from College-green to Queen-square under 

the personal command of Col. %rereton. 

Sir C. Dalbiac submitted that this referred to the third 
charge cmly. 

The President observed that the evidence previously adduced 
did not seem to affect the pith of the first charge. 

Sir C. Dalbiac had no objection to the course pursued by 
Capt. Warrington, but it was necessary for form's sake to esta- 
blish the fact of riots existing in Bristol. His only object was 
the connection of the evidence as it affected the respective 
charges. The evidence already adduced was as to the last duty 
performed by the troop on Sundav night; he had not yet 
touched on the duty performed on Sunday morning. 

By ike Court. 

You say you went from College-green to Qneen-sqnare under 
the personal command of Col. Brereton. By whose orders did 

you go Irora Leigh's bazaar to College-green ?■ By order of 

Capt. Warrinjg^toD. 

Wat was the hour at which yon were ordered to College- 
green to meet a Magistrate ?— Shortly after 4 in the morning. 

7^. KiNGToNt Esq, merchant^ examined. 

Did you in the course of Sunday night, the 30th Oct. apply 
to any military person for the assistance of the troops N—^ 
applied to Capt. Warrington at the Horse Bazaar, on Sunday 
night, between ten and half-past ten, for the assistance of bis 
troop } I represented to him the state of Queen-square, and 
earnestly requested him to bring his troop down to the Square 
for the purpose of saving the Custom-house from the flames. I 
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found Capt. Warrington monnied, with the greater part if not 
the whole of his troop. His reply to my application was, ** I 
should he most happy and willing to go, but I cannot march 
my troop without the order of Col. Brereton.'* I have some 
indistinct recollection of Capt Warrington having 8%id some- 
thing about a magistrate. I then asked him if the particular 
circumstances of the case would not justify a departure from 

Siueral rules, and whether he would not accede to my request, 
isreply was, '* I cannot move without the orders of Colonel 
Brereton.*' My next question was, *' where is Col. Brereton 
to be found ?" He replied, '' I cannot tell," or words to that 
effect. 

Was your calculation as to the time you have speeified made 
shortly after the Bristol Riots, or only within the last few days ? 
■ ■ Only within the few last days. 

Did Capt. Warrington in consequence of your application, 
send any soldier with you to endeavour to find the officer com- 
manding in Bristol ? ^He did not. 

At what hour did you return to Queen-square } 1 think it 

must have been shortly before eleven. 

Was the Custom-house set on fire and totally destroyed after 
you applied to Capt. Warrington for the assistance of the troops ? 
—It was. 

CroBB'^xamined, 

Are Tou satisfied, from the information you have received 
within the last few days, as to the time at which you called on 
Capt. Warrington for assistance on Sunday evening, and the 
circumstance brought to your mind, that it is correct ?— — The 
information is the result of minute inquiry, and I believe it to 
be correct. 

Do you recollect whether Capt. Warrington asked you if you 
were a Magistrate ? 1 think he did. 

What answer did you give ?■ M y recollection, as I have 
stated before, is very mdistinct on this part of the business. No 
doubt I answered his question $ and I must have told him I was 
not a City Magistrate. 

Did not Capt. Warrington appear most anxious for orders to 
turn out? 1 think he did. 

Did Capt. Warrington show a willingness to act, if he had 
orders ?— Undoubtedly he did. 

By the CoaST, 

Had you any official authority connected with your applica- 
tion for military aid, or did you apply as an individual ? 

I applied as an individual. 

Did Capt. Warrrington distinctly refuse to move with his 
troop, or did he merely excuse himself on the ground of await- 
ing the orders of CoL Brereton ? 1 can only repeat that he 

said he should not move without the express order of Colonel 
Brereton, or something to that effect. 

Do you remember whether CapU Warrington said he could 

not or should not ? 1 think I should be correct in stating 

that Capt. Warrington said could not. 
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RtCBABD StMfeks examined. 

Did you meet Mr. Thomas Kington on Sunday night, the 
90th of October during the riots in Bristol ; if so, state at about 
what hour ? 1 met him at about half-past ten. 

Did you accompany him any where to look for the troops ; 

if so, state to what place ? 1 did, to College-green, to the 

Bishop's palace, and to the Boards Head yard. 

Was the troop of the 3d dragoon guards mounted, and where 
was it formed, when you reached the Boar's Head yard ?-^— • 
They were mounted, and formed in the street in front of the 
yard. 

Relate the conversation which passed in your hearing between 
Mr. Kington and the ofiBcer who commanded the troop ?— ^» 
Mr. Kington informed the Captain of the situation of Queen- 
square, and also that the rioters were then near the Custom- 
house ; Mr. Kington informed the Captain the services of the 
troop were requisite ; the Captain said he could not go without 
orders from the Colonel or a Magistrate. 

Did Capt. Warrington send any soldier with Mr. Kington or 
you, to endeavour to find the officer commanding in Bristol ? 
— No. (The witness was not cross-examined.) 

Lieui, FMJNCis, of the Recruiting Staffs examined. 

Did you, between ten o^clock on Sunday night, the 80th of 
Oct. and half-past four on Monday morning the 31st, receive, 
either at the Recruiting-Office, or at your own quarters in 
Unity-street, any dispatch, letter, or message, from any officer 
or other person of the 3d dragoon guards for the officer com- 
manding in Bristol ? 1 did not. 

Was the troop of the Sd dragoon guards, or were part of that 
troop, called out repeatedly on Sunday the 30th Oct. to quell 

the riots ? They were $ and I went myself about eight at 

night to call for the troop for the protection of the palace. 

Crost-examined, 

Where were you at ten o'clock on the night of Sunday the 
SOth of October ?— ^I was at the office, or out reconnoitring. 

[How do you know that no dispatch was received at the office 
between ten on Sqnday night and half-past four on Sunday 
morning ? 

Sir C. Dalbiac said the question put to the witness in the 
examination in chief was, whether A^ received any dispatch.] 

Could Col. Brereton have received any dispatch on that nisht 
between the hours stated, without your knowledge ?——3le 
might. 

Was not the office in College-green considered to be the 
public office for receiving all communications for CoLBrereton \ 
and was it not kept open for that purpose the whole of Sunday 
night and Monday morning ?— -^It was. 

Were not the Magistrates aware of this circumstance ?— — I 
do not know, but I consider they were. 

Were not the Magistrates in thehabit of sending messages 
to the District Office during the riots ?— They were. 
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When yoa saj that you were sent, about half-past eight on 
Sunday nigrit, for some of the Srd dragoon guards, was your 
order for a detachment or for the whole troop, and was the 
order in writing ?— It was a verbal order for the troop to 
come to the protection of the palace. 

Did you not generally receive verbal orders from Colonel 
Brereton during the riots ? 1 did. 

By ike CooBT. 

Did you convey any orders from the late Commanding Officer 
of Bristol to Capt. Warrington, not to move from his quarters 
without orders having been sent or given to Capt. Warnngton ? 
I do not recollect conveying such orders, nor am I aware of 
any such being given. 

Did you see Capt. Warrington at the head of his troop at 
any time during the evening or night of the 30th Oct. ?— — I 
don*t secollect seeing him at the head of his troop. 

Did you see the troop either on parade or in action during 

that night? 1 saw them under the command of Cornet 

Kelson almost immediately after they had received the order 
to march to the palace. 

Was Col. Brereton with the party on this occasion ?— -He 
was. 

Sergeant^Major W, M^Lsod examined^ 

Were you in attendance at the Recruiting-Office during anv 
period between half-past ten on the night of Sunday the SOth 
Oct. and half-past four on the mornins of the Slst ?■ ■ I was 
in attendance from eleven at nieht till half-past two in the 
morning. Sergeants Dinidge and Platts were present, except 
for a short period, when they went to Col. Brereton*s quarters 
abont billets. 

While you and Sergeant Platts were in attendance at the 
Recruiting-Office, did any dispatch, letter, or message come 
from any officer or other person of the Srd dragoon euards, for 

the officer commanding the troops in Bristol ? ^ne to my 

knowledge. 

What Sergeant did you find at the Recruiting-Office when 
you arrived there at eleven o'clock ? Serjeant Dinidge. 

When you left the office at half-past two m the morning who 
accompanied you , and what Sergeant did you leave at the Re- 
cruiting office ? — --^Sergeant Platts accompanied me, and I left 
Sergeant Dinidge at the office. 

Were you at the Recruiting Office, at the time the Doding- 
ton troop of Yeomanry Cavalry reported its arrival to the 
Officer commanding in Bristol, on the night of Sunday, the 
SOth of October ?— — I was. 

At what time was the arrival of the Dodington troop so 
reported ?— The troop arrived in front of the office about 
eleven o'clock. 

The President objected to the question next proposed, as 
affecting the conduct of Colonel Brereton and the Officer com- 
manding the Dodington troop, as he did not see what this had 
to do with Captain Warrington. 
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Sir C. Dalbiac said lie had not the slightest wish to reflect 
on the conduct of Col. Brereton, or the Captain of the Dod* 
ington troop. The accusation laid in one part of the charge 
was a refusal to order out the troop, and that Gapt. Warrington 
used no means to obtain orders from Col. Brereton. If, there- 
fore, he (Sir Charles) had it in his power to show that Colonel 
Brereton was for three quarters of an hour within 200 yards of 
Leigh's Bazaar, the question would arise, did Capt. W. use 
those means to find the commanding officer which he ought. 

The Court was then cleared to consider the question proposed 
by the Prosecutor. On the re-opening of the Court, the Pre- 
sident said the evidence proposed would tend to negative that 
part of the first charge which said the 3rd dragoon guards was 
the only military force in Bristol. The Court suggested another 
mode of putting the question. 

Sir C. Dalbiac consented, and said his object might have 
been arrived at in a much more Judicious manner than he had 
put it. 

Serge ant'Minj or UPLbod, re-catted. 

Do you know that the Officer commanding the troops in 
Bristol was in and out and about the Recruiting Office and Col- 
lege-greeU) for half an hour or thereabouts, on matters of duty, 
from the time of your reaching the office about II o^'clock on 
Sunday night ?— <— Col. Brereton was not in the office, but he 
was in and about College-green for about half an hour. 

Was not a part of the said time so occupied by the Officer 
commanding in Bristol employed immediately in front of the 
Recruiting Office ? — —-Yes, a small portion of it. 

CrosS'Cjfamined, 

Was the Officer, commanding the troops, when in and about 
the Recruiting Office, in plain clothes or in uniform?— —In 
uniform. 

Did any person in plain clothes call at the recruiting office 
between 11 at night and half-past 2 in the morning, to enquire 
for Col. Brereton ; and if so, how many ?—— There were a good 
many ; I can*t say how many. 

Staff-Sergeanl Plattb examined. 

Were you in attendance at the Recruiting Office during anv 
part of the oertod between 9 o'clock on Sunday night, the SOth 
Oct. and half-past 4 on Monday morning, the 31st; if so, state 

with whom and durin? how much of that time ? 1 was at the 

office, with Sergeant-Major M'Leod and Sergeant Dinidge for 
the principal part of the time until half-past 2, but I occasionally 
left the omce. 

Upon what occasion did you leave the office during the afore- 
said period, and what Serjeant did you leave in attendance at 
the office ?— »I left the office on the first occasion to take re- 
freshment, leaving behind me Sergeant Dinidge ; on the second 
occasion between 12 and 1, I went with Sergeant Dinidge with 
aJetter and a blank precept for Col. Brereton ; I leA Sergeant- 
Major M*Leod at the office. 
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When yau left the office fiuallf at half-past % Monday morn- 
ing, Slst Oct., what Sergeant did you leave in attendance ?•— — 
Sergeant Dinidge. 

When yon and Semant-Major M'Leod were in attendance 
at the Recraitinff-Office, did any dispatch, letter, or message, 
come from any omcer or other person of the Srd dragoon guards 

for the officer commanding the troops in Bristol ? Not that 

I am aware of. 

Staff-Sergeant DisidgE^ examined. 

Were yon in attendance at the Recruiting-Offiee at any period 
between nine o*clock on Sunday evening the 30th Oct., and 

half-past four on Monday morning the Slst? 1 was, from 

about nine in the evening till about half-past two, at different 
periods, and from half-past two till nine in the morning 1 was 
constantly there. 

During the whole of that period were you in attendance at 
those times when SergeantrMaJor M^Leod, or Sergeant Platts, 
or both of them, were absent ?— — -I was not. I was frequently 
sent out by Col. Brereton on messages, and there might not be 
either of those persons left in the office. 

Did you ever leave the office during the aforesaid period 
without leaving either Sergeant M*Leod or Sergeant Platts at 
the office ?— Not to my knowledge. 

THIRD DAY—l^hursday, Jan. 88. 
Sergeant DtNiDom^i examinathn remrned. 

While you were in attendance at the Recruiting Office, did 
any letter or message come from any officer, or other person 
of the Srd dragoon guards* for the officer commanding the 
troops in Bristol ? -No. 

To your knowledge, was Col. Brereton ever inside the Re- 
cruiting Office between half-past 10 on Sunday night SOth, and 
half-past two Monday morning, Slst Oct. ?— Not withinside, 
but in the court. 

Do you know that the officer commanding the troops in 
Bristol was engaged in duty in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the Recruiting Office and about College-green for about half an 
hour sometime between half-past 10 and 12 o*clock on Sunday 
night } He was. 

How far is it from Leigh's bazaar to the Bishop*s palace ?— 
About 200 yards. 

How far is it to the Recruiting Office ?— Nearly about the same. 

How far is it to No. 2, Unity-street? About 180 yards. 

Is not the direct road from Reeve*s hotel and Leigh's bazaar, 
to the Recruiting Office, and to the Bishop's palace, through 
College-green ? Along one side of it. 

Did you not, between 12 and 1 o'clock on Sunday night 
SOth Oct., convey to the quarters of the officer commanding in 
Bristol, an official dispatch, which was delivered for him at 

the Recruiting Office ? 1 did. I delivered a dispatch to Col. 

Brereton, which I received for the Colonel, at the door of his 
quarters. 
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Did you Dot consider it to be the especial duty, for which 
you and the other Sergeants were retained at the office during 
the night of SOth and morning of Slst Oct., to convey to the 
officer commanding the troops any letter, or official reference 
to him that might be left at, or addressed to htm at, the office ? 

Yes. 

Cro$$»examined* 

Can you state positively that you never quitted the office 
between the hours of 9 o'clock at night and 2 the next morning 
while Sergeants M'Leod and Piatts were both absent 7<^— I 
cannot say positively. 

Did the person who delivered to you the dispatch at the door 
of the commanding officer, state from whom he brought that 
dispatch; if so, be so good as to inform the Court?— -*-He 
stated he brought it from the Mayor, and desired it might be 
delivered to Col. Brereton as soon as he could be found. 

At what hour was that dispatch delivered to you ?-— Between 
twelve and one. 

By ike Court. 

Did you see Capt. Warrington during the night of Sunday 
SOth Oct. ? ^Not to my knowledge. 

Troop Sergeant-Major J, Allbn^ 14IA Dragoon Guardi^ 

examined on Isi Charge, 

Were you on dutv with a squadron of 14th dragoons in this 
city, during part of the riots on 89th, SOth, and Slst Oct. last? 
—Yes. 

During what period was the squadron absent from the city 
during SOth and Slst Oct. ? From half-past 12 Sunday morn- 
ing tin about half-past 9 on Monday morning. 

JIfr. J, FisHBBj Repository, examined on I at Charge. 

Did the commanding officer of the troops in Bristol call at 
your repository relative to the accommodation of some troops, 
at any time between half-past 10 and 12 o'clock on Sunday 
night SOth Oct. ? Yes. 

How long did he lemain in and about your repository ?— 
From 10 to 20 minutes. 

Can you state whether he was engaged in matters relative to 
the troops in or about College-green previously to his coming 

to the repository ; if so, state how long ? He was so engaged : 

I should think irom 20 minutes to half an hour. 

How far is your repository from Reeve*s hotel and from 
Leigh's bazaar ?— About 150 yards from the hotel, and about 
200 from the bazaar. 

Sir C. Dalbiac announced that the evidence on the first 
charge was closed. 

C. Pin NET 9 Esq, Mayor y examined on 2nd Charge, 

Did you send a letter early on Mondav morning Slst Oct., 
addressed to Col. Brereton or to the omcer commanding his 
Majesty's troops ? 1 did. 

Was that letter under your own signature ?«—— It was. 
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Ifyou have a copy of that letter he pleased to lajr it hefore 

the Court ; if not, please to relate the contents of it ? ^The 

purport is this (read from a copy). 

•* Brittol, 3 o'clock, Monday mornioff, 81st Oct, 18SI. 

«( Sir,— I direct yoa as CommaDdlng Officer of his Mtjesty's troops, to 
** take the most vigorous, effectiTe, aod decisive measures m your power to 
** quell the eiisting riot, and prevent further destruction of property. 

1 am, &C. ** Chaklis rnrMir.'* 

It was in my own hand writing. 

Be pleased to state as nearly as you can, the exact time in 
the morning when that letter was dispatched, and from what 
house ?— — At 3 o'clock on Monday morning, from Mr. Daniel 
Fnpp*s in Berkeley-square. 

Through whose hands was it dispatched ?— — Mr. Goldney 
and Mr. Harris, jun. 

Cro9$' examined. 

Is Mr. D. Fripp a Magistrate of this city ? No : but he is 

a relative to Mr. Alderman Fripp, who was with me at the time. 

Does his relation, who is a Magistrate, reside at Mr. D. Fripp*8 
house ? No : but he was there that night. 

When did you write that, which you have given to the Court 
as the purport of your letter on that occasion ?— I copied it 
2 or S days ago from the copy that I made at the time. 

Re-examined, 

Were you not told by a Sergeant, during the night of Sun- 
day the SOth October, that the officer commanding the troops 
had Uft his address at the district office, and that if any en- 
quiries were made for him he was instantly to be informed of 
it ? 1 have no recollection of being so told. 

Did you send any message by the bearer of your letter to the 
officer commanding the troops ; if so, state what it was ?— — 1 
don*t recollect sending any message. 

If you have the original copy of that letter please to pro- 
duce it ? 1 can produce it by returning to the Council-house. 

To what place were the messengers, who carried the letter, 
directed to proceed in quest of tne officer commanding the 

troops? ^No place was mentioned, that I recollect; they 

were to deliver uie letter to Col. Brereton, or the officer com- 
manding the troopf. 

Are you sure that the direction containe^the words " or the 
officer commanding the troops ?*'— ^-I am, as will appear by 
the copy of the letter which I shall presently produce. 

Did the messengers whom^ou sent with your letter, report to 
you that they had delivered it to Capt. Warrington in person ; 
or that Capt. Warrington read it in their presence ?— — No : 
they made no report. 

S, Gold VET t Esq. Surgeon y examined. 
Did you, early on Monday morning, 91st Oct. receive a 
letter from the Mayor of Bristol, addressed to Col. Brereton, 
or the officer commanding his Majesty's troops ; if so, at what 

place was that letter delivered to you ? ^it was delivered to 

roe at the house of Mr. Daniel Fripp in Berkeley-square. 

State, as nearly as yoa can, at what hour ?.«*«About three 
o'clock A. M. 
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To whom did yoa deliver the letter, and at what place ? 

To Capt. Warrington, at Leigh's bazaar. 

How far from Berkeley-soaare is Leigh's bazaar by the 
shortest road ; and did you take that road when you conveyed 
the letter ?— ^->About 3 or 400 yards, and I did take that road. 

Did Capt. Warrington open and read the letter soon after it 
was delivered ?— He did. 

Wliat time elapsed between your receiving that letter in 
Berkelev-square and the period when Capt. Warrington opened 
and read it ? From 5 to 10 minutes. 

Relate, as correctly as you can, any conversation which 
passed between Capt. Warrington and yourself after he had 

read the letter ? -He said that Col. Brereton was not there ; 

that he believed he would be back about 6 in the morning; and 
that he would take care the letter was delivered to him. I un- 
derstood him to say that he could not himself act without a 
Magistrate going every inch of the road with him. He like- 
wise expressed his willingness to do every thing in his power, 
and his regret that the Dodington troop of Yeomanry had left 
Bristol, as they would have been of great service to him to have 
backed him. There was some conversation about the 14th 
leaving Bristol, which I do not recollect, and be said there was 
a great screw loose somewhere, but where he did not know. 

Did Capt. Warrington say any thing about the state of the 
horses of his troop, or of the number of men he could send, if 

employed ? He said he had but 25 efficient men, and that 

their horses were so tired that they were scarcely able to carry 
them. 

Had you in yonr way towards Berkeley-square, before joa 
received the Mayor's letter, stopt at Leigh's bazaar ?-^— Yes. 

Had you any conversation with cither of the officers of the 
3rd dragoon guards on that occasion; if so, state it?— -I 
called there merely to see if the soldiers were at the bazaar as 
I had heard. Cornet Kelson was standing on the outside. He 
complained how very cold he was, and said he was very anxious 
to go out and do his duty. I said that I would endeavour to 
get him an order to do so. 

From the above conversation, and knowing where the dra- 
goons were, did you imagine, that by taking the Mayor's letter 
to Leigh's bazaar, it would reach its destination ? Yes. 

Cro$9'examined» 

Did you inform Capt. Warrington that the Dodington troop 
of Yeomanry had left Bristol ? 1 certainly said so. 

Did Capt. Warrington state to you, when you gave him the 
letter before alluded to, that it was not directed to him, but to 
Col. Brereton, who was the officer commanding the troops ?— 
He did. 

Did you not then state to him, that if he would open the 
letter, you would take the responsibilitv upon yourself ?^— I 
cannot state what I said about responsibility, but 1 certainly 
suggested to him the propriety of his opening the letter. 
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Did not Capt. Warriogtoa request of you, after he had 
opened the letter, to take it to the officer commanding the 
troops, whom you would find at the Adjutant's quarters at the 
comer of Unity-street ? Not that I remember. 

Did you refuse to take the letter back from Capt. Warring- 
ton after he had opened it ? No ? 

Did Capt. Warrington offer it back to you ? 1 do not 

recollect. 

Who delivered to you the Mayor's letter ?— — Mr. D. Fripp. 

When Capt. Warrington told you that his horses were so 
tired, did he not add, that notwithstanding that fact, he was 
willing to turn out immediately, if he could get proper orders, 
or the company of a Magistrate ?— -Yes. 

By the COURT, 

You have stated that when Capt. Warrington bad read the 
Mayor's letter, he expressed his willingness to take active mea- 
sures $ did he also express his regret at not being able to forward 
the letter to Col.Brereton, or to communicate with him on the 
subject, previous to six o'clock, at which hour he expected CoL 
Brcreton would return ?— — Not that I remember. 

Did you ask where Col. Brereton, to whom the letter was 
addressed, was likely to be found, or urge the necessity of its 
immediate delivery ?— -No. 

Did you observe any backwardness, or unwillingness to act 
on the part of Capt. Warrin^n ? On the contrary, be ex- 
pressed every willingness to ao anything on a proper order. 

When Capt. Warrington stated to you that he could not act 
without a Magistrate to go every inch of the road with him, 
did you make any reply, or take any measures to communicate 
to the Mayor or other Magistrates what Capt. Warrington had 

stated ? No : I did not know where to find any Magistrate, 

excepting the Mayor, and he had particularly requested me and 
Mr. b. Fripp not to ^mention where he was, 

ilfr. Alderman Fuipp, examined. 
Was you at the house of Mr. D. Fripp early on Monday 

mornins, the 3 1st of October last, when the Mayor of Bristol 

dispatched a letter or note addressed to Col. Brereton, or the 

officer commanding his Majesty's troops? 1 was; I advised 

and dictated that letter. 

State as exactly as you can the hour at which that letter was 

dispatched from Mr. D. Fripp's house ? ^Immediately after 

three o'clock. 
How are you able to state the time so particularly ?— -I 

looked at my watch at the time. 

D. FbipPj Esq* examined. 

Did you receive from the Mayor of Bristol at your house 
early on Monday morning, the 3 1st of October last, a letter 
addressed to Col. Brereton, or the officer commanding his Ma- 
jesty's troops ?— I did. 

Into whose hands did you give the letter ?— ^*I believe into 
the hands of Mr. Goldney. 
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H, Smith, Esq. examined. 

Was you in and about Qneen-square during Sunday night, 
the 30th, and up to five o*clock on Monday morning, the 81st 
of October ?-^-— I was in Queen-square the whole of the night, 
except at short intervals, when I retired to my own house in 
Prince's-street, close by. 

About what time on that morning did you see a detachment 

of draff oons reach Queen«square ? As near as I can guess 

about five o'clock. 

Was the whole, or a considerable portion of the southern 
wing of the west side of Queen-square destroyed between the 

hours of haif-past three and &ve on that morning ? 1 should 

think from three to five would be the period of the destructioa 
of that part of the Square. 

What proportion of the houses so destroyed between three 
and five o'clock was fired or destroyed after half-past three ? 
1 should think all that are now burnt down. 

Was any house fired in Queen-square after the dragoons 

arrived there ? ^None. 

Cro9»'examined' 

Was any house in Queen-square fired before half-past three ? 
——Yes, all the Custom-house side, and part of the west wing. 
Mr. WrifTouB Harris^ Jun. examined. 

Were you with Mr. S. O. Goldney at Mr. D. Fripp*s, in 
Berkeley-square, early on Monday morning 3 1st Oct. last?— - 
I was, about 3 o'clock in the morning. 

Do you know that Mr. Goldney then received a letter from 
the Mayor of Bristol, addres^d to Col. Brereton, or the officer 
commanding his Majesty's troops ?— Yes. 

Did you accompany Mr. Goldney when he went to deliver 
that letter ? Yes. 

Where, and to whom, did he deliver it ?— — He delivered it 
to Cant. Warrington at Leigh's bazaar. 

Relate, as correctly as you can, any conversation which you 
heard between Capt. Warrington and Mr. Goldney, after Capt. 
Warrington had read that letter ? Capt. Warrington hesi- 
tated about opening the letter ; after he had done so at the 
suggestion of Mr. Goldney, he said he should be very happy to 
do any thing that lay in his power, but that he could do nothing 
without a ^fagistrate ; that he should require a magistrate to 

fo every inch of the road with him by his side, and that he 
oped we did not think the blame rested with him ; he like- 
wise expressed his regret at the Dodington troop of Yeomanry 
having retired from Bristol from being unable to find a magis- 
trate ) and at the I4th having been sent out of town. He ended 
the conversation by saying there was a great screw loose some- 
where. 

Did any thing more pass between CapL Warrineton and 

yourself upon that occasion ? ^I don't remember that there 

did. 

Did Capt. Warrington say anything about the state of the 
horses of his troop, or the number of men that he could send 



APPENDIX. 353 

out if called upon}— —He said he had but 83 or 85 mea, aod 
the bones of those mea were so tired they were scarcely able 
to carry them. 

CroM'^ejtamined, 

Did not Mr. Goldney induce Capt. Warringtoii to open the 
letter, by saying that he would take the responsibility on him- 
self? 1 believe he induced Capt Warrington to open the 

letter ; but I do not know that he took the responsibility on 
himself. 

Did you take any meant to apprise anv Magistrate that Capt. 
Warrington was willing to turn out with his troop, if a Magis- 
trate would accompany him ? 1 did not know where to find 

any Magistrate except the Mayor, and Mr. Goldney and I were 
requested not to say where he was. 

Re-examined. 
Did Capt. Warrington press yon and Mr. Goldney to go back 
to the Mayor, and say that the presence of a Magistrate was 
indispensable to the employment of the troops?—— >I do not 
remember that he did. 

Mr. Alderman T. Campus examined. 

^ Were the riots raging in Bristol, with increased and destruc 

tive violence, from 8 o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday the 

80th till 5 in the morning of Monday the Slst Oct. last? 

They were. 

Did you go to the horse bazaar on Monday morning the Slst 
Oct. for the purpose of calling out the troops; if so, be pleased 
to state, as precisely as vou can, the time of your going there ?— 
I went there about 4 m the morning to enquire whether the 
troops were there. 

Who accompanied you, and to whom did you apply for the 
assistance of tne military ?— -Mr. Danson and 8 or 3 others 
accompanied me; and upon hearing that there were troops 
there, I applied to Capt. Warrington, who appeared as com- 
manding officer. 

State all that passed between you and Capt. Warrington at 
the horse bazaar ?^— •! told Capt. Warrington my name, and 
that I was a Magistrate of Bristol \ that unless troops were 
instantly sent to Queen-square, the whole Square would be 
burnt down. He told roe that the horses and men were all 
tired ; that he had a letter from the Mayor, dated 3 o'clock, 
for Colonel Brereton, and that he could not find him any where. 
I read the letter and said it was a very proper one. He said he 
could not send more than 84 men. I replied *' don*t talk of 
sending, but go yourself, a man of your experience, and do 
not send an inexperienced officer ;*' or words to that effect. He 
said the troop should not fire. My reply was, " I believe there 
has been some understanding^' (I meant relative to firing). He 
then said the troops dionld not go without a Magistrate ; on 
which I said I would go with U»em. He then said, *' the troop 
cannot go till I have seen Col. Brereton.'* My reply was, << let 
us go for him." We went topther to 8, Unity-8treet» College- 
green, where we unexpectedly met with him, he having been 
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previously denied by two females who looked oat of the win- 
dow. I expressed my pleasure at finding Col. Brereton, and a 
conversation ensued between roe, and Col. Brereton and CapU 
Warrington, in the presence of several others. 

Did a party of 3rd dragoon guards prc^ceed afterwards to 
Queen-square according to your directions? ^They did. 

What time elapsed from the time when you first saw Capt. 
Warrington at the horse bazaar to the arrival of the dragoons 
in Queen-square ; and at what hour did they reach the Square ) 
Nearly an hour elapsed $ they arrived there about 5 o'clock. 

What is about the distance from the horse bazaar to Queen- 
square ? I conceive about three-quarters of a mile. 

What portion of the Square was destroyed, when the dragoons 

arrived ? ^Nearly two sides ; and the mob were commencing 

on the third. 

Cross^exa mined. 

Did Capt. Warrington tell jrou, before you left the bazaar, 
that whatever Magistrate required the troups to fire, must ac- 
company them ? Not that 1 recollect. 

Did you, when the troops went to Queen-square, accompany 
them ?— I did, on foot. 

How long did you remain with them ? Until about seven. 

When you tuld Capt. Warrington that you were a Magistrate, 

did be not say, " come along, then ?'* To the best of mj 

knowledge he did not. 

Were any persons present when you held the conversatioa 

with Captam Warrington at the horse bazaar ? Yes, Mr. 

Danson, certainly, ana I believe others. 

By the Court, 

When you expressed to Capt. Warrington in such strong 
terms, that it was your opinion he should go himself with the 
dragoons and not send an inexperienced officer, did he make 
any specific reply to what you said, or did he merely say that 
the troops should not fire ?— -He made no specific reply. 

You have stated that Capt. Warrington said that he did not 
know where to find the officer commanding the troops; at 
whose suf^estion then was it that you went to Unity-street to 

look for nim ? 1 had seen a Mr. Francis, an officer connected 

with the Staff, some time ago, accidentally going into No. 2^ 
Unity-street ; that induced me to go there, as I knew Colonel 
Brereton's usual residence was two or three miles from Bristol. 

C F* Danson^ Esq, examined. 

Did you meet Alderman Camplin in College-green early on 
Monday morning, the 31st of October, and about what hour ? 
1 met him at about twenty minutes after four. 

Did any circumstance occur to enable you to mark the hour 
with particular exactness ?— — Yes, before leaving the house in 
which I reside in Park -street, I saw by the clock it was a quar- 
ter past four. 

Did you accompany Mr. Alderman Camplin from College- 
green to the horse oazaar f— Yes. 
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FOURTH DAY.—Fbiday. Jaauary 27. 

Mr» DjnsoN^s examination conUnued, 

Did any thing pass between Mr. Alderman Camplinand Capt. 
Warrington, or between yourself and Capt. Warrington, on 
that occasion ; if so, be pleased to state the particnuirs ?— 
Mr. Camplin asked for the commanding officer, and we were 
shewn to a place covered with straw, where we saw some dra- 
goons lying down ; some horses were standing on the other side; 
almost immediatel;f afterwards Capt. Warrington came up, 
Mr. Camplin told him he was a Magistrate, and that he came to 
require the assistance of the troops in the Square.— >Captain 
Warrington expressed great willingness to come; he said, 
*' Very well. Sir, the? are ready," and added, enquiringly, to 
Mr. Camplin—*' Will you go with us ?** — Mr. Camplin seemed 
to hesitate, and Capt. Warrington said *' No, my orders are 
that the troops shall not go without a Magistrate.^' — I had a 
word or two with Mr. Camplin, and then said, " Of course the 
Alderman will go down as a Magistrate to direct the use of the 
troops." Some conversation ensued about the numbers ; Capt. 
Warrington said *' I suppose you know we have received a 
letter from the Mayor, requiring the troops?*' Mr. Camplin 
said, ** that seems to confirm what we have come about." — 
Capt. Warrington immediately pulled the letter out of his poc- 
ket and gave it us to read. Capt Warrington said " I can only 
send down five and twenty ;** upon which Mr. Camplin said, 
** Won't you gjo yourself; you had better go with us V Capt. 
Warrington said *' No, I shall send an officer with them.** He 
(Capt. Warrington) went on to say, '' What are the troops to 
do when they get down in the Square ?*' Mr. Camplin said, 
** Oh, they willride in amongst the mob, and beat them with 
the flat of their swords.'' Capt. Warrington seemed to doubt 
the sufficiency of their numbers for that purpose, and I (witness) 
said, '* As you will have a Magistrate with you, of course you 
will fire, if necessary." Capt. Warrington promptly answered, 
'* No, my orders are not to fire ;" upon which I said, ** I take 
it for granted you have those orders from the Colonel, meaning 
Col. Brereton ; if so, we can*t expect you to act to the contrary.*' 
Either Mr. Camplin or myseli asked Capt. Warrington to 
accompany us to Colonel Brereton to get that restriction with- 
drawn. 

How much time do you conceive to have passed in College- 
green before you reached the bazaar ; how much during the 
conversation there with Capt. Warrington ; and how much in 
and about No. 2, Unity-street, before yon all left that house 

prior to the dragoons being ordered to turn out ? About 

three minutes be^re we reacned the bazaar, under ten minutes 
in conversation with Capt. Warrington, and fully a quarter of 
an hour in Unity-street ; altogether about half an hour. 

Did you observe the date of the Mayor's letter you have 
alluded to; if so, state the date ?—— It was dated 3 o'clock 
Monday morning. 

Z 2 
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Did Capt. WarrtD^D, whilst yoa were at the hazaar, lay 
any thiug regarding the state or the efficiency of his men or 
horses ? 1 don*t recollect that he did. 

What difference is there between the distance of Mr. D. 
Fripp*s house from the horse basaar, and the distance of your 

own house from the bazaar? Mr. Fripp's house may be 

about 60 yards farther than my own* 

Did you and Mr. Alderman Camplin wait for the troops at 
the drawbridge, and proceed with them, or as nearly as you 
could» to the Square ; if so, at what time did the troops arrive 
in the Square ? Y es, we went on to the drawbrioge, and 
waited for them there; they came in about ten minutes after 
we had parted with Col. Brereton in Unity-street ; they arrived 
as nearly five as possible, rather before than after. 

Crost-examined* 

Yon stated that Capt. Warrington said he would send an 
officer with the troops ; was not that observation made after 

you had been with him to Colonel Brereton? No, certainly 

not. 

Did you see two women at the window of the house in Unity- 
street ; and if so, did you hear either of them dent Col. Brereton ? 
I saw two women, but I did not hear any denial given. I did 
not not even know Col. Brereton was enquired lot ; the only 
name I heard was that of Sergeant Platts. 

Did you ^o to Queen-square with Alderman Camplin, or did 

you see him there accompanying the troops? ^Yes; we 

accompanied the troops closely from the drawbridge until we 
came to the entrance to PrinceVstreet, where there was a mob 
of 5 or 600 people ; the troops charged up, and of course left 
us behind. The troop, having cleared that mob, advanced up 
Prince's-street and entered the Square by the farther avenue. 
We (witness and Alderman Camplin) entered the Square by a 
nearer avenue, and made our way up to the corner where the 
troops entered. We arrived just berore them. 

By the Court. 

When the detachment of the 3rd dragoon guards went to the 
Square, who commanded it? Col. Brereton. 
, You have stated that Alderman Camplin said to Capt War- 
rington '< won't you go yourself; you had better go with us;*' 
can you recollect whether Capt. Warrington made any other 
observation, or used any other words than those you have 
already stated ?-^— I have repeated his words as nearly as pos- 
sible. 

The President said, that from the testimony of the last two 
witnesses it appeared superfluous to call a third witness to the 
same points ; tne Prosecutor accordingly declined bringii^ for- 
ward further evidence on those points. 

Lieut, Fbjncis examined. 
You have heretofore said that Lieut.-Col. Brereton might 
have received a letter between the hours of 10 on Sunday, the 
SO thy and half-past 4 on Monday morning, the 81st of October, 
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without your knowing it} now state, whether between half- 
past 18 on Sundaj night and half-past 4 on Monday morning, 
he could have received an official dispatch or letter without 
your knowing it? He noieht* 

When did you return to Mo. S, Unity-street, on the night of 
Sunday, the SOth, or Monday morning, the 81st October?—*- 
A little before 12 o'clock. 

State during what part of the period between half-past 12 on 
Sunday night, the 30th, and half-past 4 on Monday morning, 
the 3 1st October, the officer commanding the troops in Bristol 
could have received an official communication without your 
knowing it? From a little after 1 to a little after ir. 

Did you not make two official communications to the officer 
commanding in Bristol, between the hours of half-past 12 and 
half-past 2 of the aforesaid night and morning ?——l did. 

Were you and the officer commanding in Bristol under the 
same roof from 10 o'clock till past 4 on tlie Monday morning ? 
^ Yes. 

Upon what grounds then, do you, who are Adjutant of this 
district, suppose that other official communications besides 
the two you have named, could have reached him without your 
being apprised of it ?— At the periods you have mentioned, I was 
not perpetually with Col. Brereton ; I did not see Col. Brere- 
ton from 1 o'clock till near 4, and he might have received a 
communication in the mean time without my knowing it; it is 
impossible for me to swear that a communication besides the 
two referred to, mij^ht not have been made. 

Do you know of any other official communication, except 
the two before alluded to, having been made to Col. Brereton 
Within the said period ? None, to my knowledge. 

Were either of those two official communications from any 

officer, or other person, of the 3rd dragoon guards? They 

were not. 

By the Covet. 

If Lieut.-Col. Brereton had received an official communica- 
tion between the hours of 3 and 4 o'clock on Monday morning, 
should you not, as District Adjutant, have been informed of 
it, when you saw the Lieut.-Coi. at or soon after 4 o'clock ?»- — 
Not as a matter of course, for Col. Brereton did not commu- 
nicate every official communication to me. 

The Prosecutor announced that the evidence on the second 
charge had closed, except an^ thing, which he did not at pre- 
sent anticipate, might arise m the further proceedings. The 
investigation of the third charge was then procee'ded in. 

Mr. C. Grbslbv examined. 

Were yon in the neighbourhood of Queen-square between 2 
and 3 o'clock on Sunday afternoon the 30th Oct., when a body 
of rioters was proceeding to an attack of the newgaol ?— Yes. 

Did you soon afterwards see Aldermen A. Hnhouse and 
Savage and a body of constables, beaten back and pelted by the 
body of rioters in the neighbonrhood of the said gaol ? Yes. 

Did you, in consequence thereof, and in the name of the two 
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said Aldermen, proceed to Reeve's hotel or to the horse bazaa/ 
for the purpose of reqoiriog the military to proceed to the new 
gaol ? — Yes, first to the horse bazaar, and then to Reeve's hotel. 

To whom, and in what particular place, did jou apply for 
that purpose ?— ~— On applying at the horse hazaar, a Sei^eant 
took me to Reeve's hotel, when I saw Gapt. Warrington and 
delivered the message to him. 

State if any other person or persons were present, and what 

passed between you and Capt. Warrington ? Cornet Kelson 

was present ; I told Gapt. Warrington that the mob were break- 
ing into the gaol, and the Magistrates wanted what troops he 
could send. He said he would send them immediately. Gapt, 
Warrington said he was very fatigued ; he had been on dutjr 
the whole of Saturdajf, Saturday night, and Sunday. 

Were any orders given in your presence by Gapt. Warrington 
in consequence of your requisition ; and if so, to whom ? 
He ordered the Serjeant, who had brought me down to htm, to 
order out 10 men immediately, and desired Gornet Kelson to 
take charge of them> to proceed to the Mansion-house, to join 
the ?uard there, and from thence to proceed to the gaol. 

Did the detachment of 10 men, which turned out from the 
bazaar, under the charge of Gornet Kelson, form in firont of 
Reeve's hotel before vou left it ? Yes. 

[Gapt. Warrington declined cross-examining. J 

Lieut, Francis examined, 

Gan you state at what time between the hours of 2 and half- 
past 4 on Sunday afternoon the 80th Oct., the officer command- 
ing in Bristol came to the Recruiting-Office, and how long he 
remained there ? He was there between 8 and 3, to the best 
of ray recollection ; I cannot say how long he remained there ; 
ho was backwards and forwards the whole day. 

Did you take anv order for the officer commanding in Bris- 
tol, about 3 o'clock p. m. on Sunday the 30th of Oct., to the 
officer commanding the 3rd dragoonjguards, to send a party to 
the new gaol to quell the riots ?— 1 did not. 

Did you take an order from the officer commandinr in Bris- 
tol, about 8 o'clock on the Sunday evening, to an officer com- 
manding the 3rd drae^oon guards, for a party to proceed to the 
Bishop's palace ; and if so, to whom did you deliver it ?■ I 
did, and delivered it to Gornet Kelson, of the Srd dragoon 
guards. 

Was Gapt.Warrington then with his troop ?-»I did not see him. 

By the Pbesident, 

Did you enquire for Gapt. Warrington, or the coramanding 
officer of the troop ? 1 did. 

What was the reply ? ^That Gapt Warrington was not 

there ; Gornet Kelson immediately came forward, and I deliver- 
ed the message to him, and he acted on it. 

Sergeant Pljtt examined. 
Gan you state at what time, between the hours of two and 
four o'clock on Sunday afternoon, the 30th of October, the 
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officer commanding in Bristol came to the Recruiting Office' 
and how long be remained there within the same period ?— — He 
came about three, and remained I suppose more than an hour. 

Say what Sergeants of the Recruiting Staff were in attendance 
besides yourself, during the whole or any part of those two 
hours 9— -Sergeants Dinidge and Notton occasionally. 

Were you sent with any letter or orders from the officer com- 
manding in Bristol to the officer commanding the Srd dragoon 
guards between the two hours above Amed ? 1 was not. 

Sergeant DivtoGMy examined. 
Were you sent with any letter or order from the officer com- 
manding^ in Bristol to the officer commanding the Srd dragoon 
guards between the hours of two and four on Sunday afternoon, 
the 30th of October ? ^No. 

Sergeant Nottoh^ examined. 
Were you sent with any letter or order from the officer com- 
manding in Bristol to the officer commandinj? the Srd dragoon 
guards between the hours of two and four on Sunday afternoon, 
the SOth of October ? No. 

Comet KsLsoN^ examined. 

How Ion? have you been in his Majesty*s service ?—-— Since 
the 8th of June, 1830. 

Did yon proceed in command of a detachment of the Srd 
dragoon guards to the city gaol, a little after three oVIock in 
the afternoon on Sunday, the 30th of October, by order of Gapt. 
Warrington ? 1 did. 

Did Capt. Warrington then remain in his quarters?—^—! be- 
lieve he did. 

State the instructions which Gapt. Warrington gave you upon 
that occasion ? — —Gapt. Warrington ordered me to take ten 
or twelve men, and go into Gollege-green, where I should see 
Col. Brereton. I understood from Capt. Warrington that I 
going to the gaol. I am doubtful whether Capt. Warrington 
ordered me to take up a party in the Square, or whether he told 
me to tell Colonel Brereton there waa such a. party I might 
take up. 

Did you take up a party in Queen-square on your way to the 
new gaol ? 1 did. 

What was the total strength of the detachment with which 
you proceeded to the new gaol ?— — Twenty men. 

Was the gaol attacked and threatened with destruction by 
the rioters, when you arrived at it ?— ^It was. 

Does the number of twenty men include the non-commissioned 
officers ? It does. 

Did you find Capt. Warrington in his quarters on your re- 
turn from the gaol ? 1 did. 

Did you receive an order from the officer commanding in 
Bristol, about eight o'clock on Sunday evening, Uie 30th of 
October, for a detachment of the 3d dragoon guards to proceed 
to the Bishop's palace ? 1 did. 

Did you accordingly proceed in command of a detachment 
of the Srd dragoon guaras to the said palace ?— — I did. 
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What was the slrength of the detachment }-—— Twenty 

Waa Capt. Warrington in his quarters at the time yon re- 
ceived the above order ?— ->-He was not. 

How long had he been absent ?•— ^The last time I saw C^pt. 
Warrington was about seven o*clock p. m. 

Did Capt. Warrington give you any instructions when he left 
his quarters ? ■ H e did. 

State what they were ?«— — Capt. Warrington told me he was 
going to General Pearsoa^s, at Clifton, to ask hts advice i he 
told me that if he was wanted I was to send a servant to General 
Pearson's for him. 

At what time did the detachment which went under your 
command to the Bishop's palace, retnm to its quarters ?— 
About half-past nine or a quarter before ten. 

Where did you then find Captain Warrington ? Captain 

Warrington was in his bed-room. 

Was he in bed or in the act of getting into bed ?— .He was 
in the act of getting into bed. 

How soon afterwards, and on what occasion did Captain 
Warrington rejoin his troop at the horse bazaar }—— About a 
quarter before eleven on the night of Sunday, when the mob 
attacked Reeve's hotel. The troop turned out in consequence, 
and Capt. Warrineton took the command of them. 

Did you proceed in command of a detachment of the 3rd 
dragoon guards to Queen-square some time before five o'clock 
on Monday rooming the 31st of October ? 1 did. 

By whose order did you proceed thither ?— -^By the order of 
Capt. Warrington. 

What was the strength of your detachment Twenty-one 

men. 

Relate what occurred when you proceeded to the Square ? 
—On marching through College-green, I met Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton ; he accomjpanied me to Queen-square $ two sides of 
the Square were on fire, and the mob destroying every thing ; 
we charged several times down the streets at the back of the 
Mansion-house, and in and about the Square. 

Did you send a message from Queen-square to Captain 
Warrington ? I did. 

State the nature of it, the time it was sent, and the person 
who conveyed it?— The nature of the message was to tell 
Capt. Warrington to bring up his squadron ; the time it was 
sent was about half-past six or a quarter to seven ; the person 
who conveyed the message was a dragoon of my own party, by 
name Llewellin. 

At what time did Capt. Warrington arrive in the Square with 
his squadron } ^About seven o'clock. 

CrQ9$'examined, 

Have you not heretofore commanded detachments of the Srd 
dragoon j^nards in 1830 in riots both in Hampshire and in the 
Forest of Dean, in 1831 ?— I have. 

Did not Capt. Warrington order you to report yourself and 
party to Col. Brereton in College-green on your route to the 
gaol, and to ask for orders ?~— %e did. 
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Did not y 00 receive your orders for the troops to proceed to 
tbejemol, from Col. Brereton ?— I did. 

When you stated that Capt. Warriagton was in his bed-room, 
do yon mean that you had ever known him to nse it as a bed* 

room since his arrival in Bristol, until that moment ? 1 never 

knew that Capt. Warrington had made use of that room as his 
bed-room before. 

Had you known him occupy any other room as abed-room at 

Reeve's hotel previous to that time ? ^No. 

^ Was Capt. Warrington completely undressed when you saw 
him in the bed-room ? He was not. 

Did you not request Capt. Warrington to lie down, and 
promise him that if any thing was required, you would let him 
know in person ? 1 did. 

Were you not ordered by Capt. Warrington to meet Col. 
Brereton and a Magistrate in College-green on the Monday 

morning, when you marched to the Square ? Capt. War* 

rington ordered me to meet a Magistrate in College>green : I 
cannot speak as to Col. Brereton. 

Did not Capt. Warrington order you to send an orderly for 
his reserve party, should you receive orders to act, or anything 
be likely to be done ?-~Capt. Warrington ordered me to send 
an orderly for his reserve party, if it should be required ; or 
words to that effect. 

Did you know that the troops were to act, when you went 
out with the party alluded to, on the Monday morning } ■ I 
did not know it till I got to Queen-square, when I gave the 
orders myself. 

From an order which Col. Brereton gave you for Capt, War- 
rinjg;ton on Sunday evening, after returnin|^ from the Palace, 
dia you not understand that Capt. Warnngton was acting 
under his immediate orders, and that he was not to move with- 
out an order from him ?—— -Colonel Brereton ordered me to 
inform Capt. Warrington from him that he would not call 
upon him till the last necessity, and not to move till he did. 

Did not the original order which you received, to proceed in 
command of a detachment to the gaol, proceed from Captain 

Warrington at Reeve*s hotel? Capt. Warrington ordered 

me to turn out with a party to go to the gaol, but ordered me 
likewise to go to Colonel Brereton and receive further orders. 

By the Court, 

What number did the squdron consist of that Capt. Warring- 
ton brought to your assistance in Queen-square, on Monday 
morning, the 31st ?— Twelve men. 

Referrinffto your answer relative to the orders you conveyed 
from Col. Brereton to Capt. Warrington, did you understand 
those orders to refer to Capt. Warrington personally, or to him 
and the force under his command ?— -I understood the order 
to apply to Capt. Warrington personally* 

When Capt. Warrington was in his bed-room, at Reeve's 
hotel, and as you stated, about getting into bed, was he in 
uniform ?— He was not. 
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How far was he undressed ?—— He had nothing but his 
drawers and shirt on. 

Did GapL Warrington take the command of his troop when 
he joined you at 7 o'clock on Monday morning ? ^He did. 

Was Gapt. Warrinorton at the bazaar with his troop, when 
the detachment turned out on Monday morning ? ^He was. 

H, LLMfTKLLYN^ private in the Sd Dragoon Guards^ examined. 

Did you convey a message from Cornet Kelson, io Queen* 
square, to Gapt. Vrarrington at the horse bazaar, on Monday 
morning the Sist Oct. ? — I did. 

At what hour did you reach the bazaar with the said mes- 
sage 2 Between 6 and 7 o'clock in the morning. 

Cro9»-examined, 

Did you find the reserve party ^uite ready to turn out, and 
did they not in fact turnout immediately after you delivered the 
message? — They were ready and they turned out immediately. 

Didyou return with the party to Queen-Square ?— — Yes. 

Did they move at a trot the whole way ?— Yes, they did. 

Did not Gapt. Warrington continue actively employed at the 
head of his troop after he had taken the command of it ? — Yes. 

J, CjlkiNj fFaiier at Reeve" s Hotels examined. 

Do you know at what hour Gapt. Warrington returned to 
Reeve's hotel after 8 o'clock on Sunday evening, the SOth 
October ? ^Near about ten. 

At what time did a body of rioters commence an attack on 
Reeve's hotel ?^— About 5 or 10 minutes past 1 1 on Sunday 
night. 

Where was CapL Warrington at the time of that attack? 
In his bed-room. 

State what became of Gapt. Warrington in consequence of 
that attack, and when you next saw him ?— — He went out of a 
side door to his troop; he was mounted on his horse the next 
time I saw him, at the head of his troop, near the side door of 
our house. 

Did the troop immediately afterwards form in front of the 
hotel ? Yes. 

Whereabout was the number of rioters that made the attack 

on Reeve's hotel, and what damage did they commit ? 

From 8 to 10 or 12 ; in the first place they broke the spikes off 
the wall, and then broke the windows of the lower rooms. 

What do you conceive to be the greatest number of rioters 
whom you saw in or about the hotel during the attack ? 
I should think there were from 20 to 86 ; there may have been 
a few more. 

Crogt-examinedm 

Did you see GapL Warrington speaking to Mrs. Perry about 
8 o'clock on Sunday evening, in Reeve's hotel ?-*-*-Not to my 
recollection. 

When you saw Gapt. Warrington between 8 and 10 on the 
Sunday evening, did he not desire you to send Mr. Kelson t<» 
him the moment he returned with his detachment ?——YeSy 
he did. 
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Coald Gapt. WarriDgton have beea in Reeve's hotel after 
eight o*clock aod before ten, on Sunday evening, without your 
seeing him ? Yes, he could. 

Can you relate to the Court why Capt. Warrington retired 

to a bed-room ? 1 recollect that on Sunday night, Mrs. 

Perrj, the landlady, was speaking to CapL Warrington, the 
precise time I cannot recollect; she said, <* Capt. Warrington, 
you look very ill, I think you had better go to bed." She said 
she would make him something to take, for she thought the 
cold shivers or ague, was coming upon him. He said, ''I 
think I will," and desired me to call him as quick as possible 
if any thing occurred. 

Do you know if the clothes Capt. Warrington had on were 
wet ? 1 do not. 

From the time that elapsed afler the mob commenced their 
attack on the hotel, and Cfapt. Warrington's appearance in uni- 
form, do you think he could have been entirely undressed ? 

I should think not 

TVoop Sergeant' Mty or J, MjKTiif examined. 

Were you in command of a party of the 3rd dragoon guards* 
in Queen-square between two and four on Sunday afternoon, 
the 30th of October ? ^I was. 

Did Comet Kelson come to the Square with another party 
of3rddrb£oon guards, and order you to join him with your 
party, anilto proceed to the new gaol ?— — He did. 

What was the strength of the party when joined together? 
— Twenty-one. 

Was Cant Warrington with the party at any period till the 
whole of tnem returned from the city gaol ? ^rfo. 

Did you accompany a detachment of Capt. Warrington's 
troop to the Bishop's palace in the evening of the 30tli of 
October? 1 did. 

Who commanded the detachment ?— 'Cornet Kelson; Col. 
Brereton was present. 

What was the strength of the detachment? ^Twenty. 

Do you mean that Col. Brereton was present when the de- 
tachment turned out, or that he took the command at the 

Bishop's palace ? To the best of my recollection. Colonel 

Brereton was the first who turned the party out — Cornet Kelson 
formed the party, told them ofi", and gave them the word to march. 

Can you undertake to say that Col. Brereton was present 
when the party turned out, or is it only your inipression that 
he was there ? I can speak positively as to Col. Brereton 
having given me the order to turn out the troop, but I cannot 
swear he was present when Cornet Kelson paraded them out. 

Did you see Lieut, and Adjutant Francis at the bazaar when 
the troop was ordered to turn out? 1 did not. 

Was Capt. Warrington alMsent from his troop when the de 
tachment turned out? ^He was. 

How many non-commissioned officers and men were absent 
from the bazaar on other duty at the time the said detachment 
turned out ?— -To the best of my recollection eight. 
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Did Gapt. Warrington Join or take the command of the said 
detachment at any time till it returned to quarters?— No. 

Were you on duty with a detachment of the 3rd dragoon 
euards which left the Bazaar some time before iive o*clock on 

Monday morning, the 31st of October for Queen-square? 

Yes. 

Who ordered out the detachment? Gapt Warrington. 

Who commanded it? Cornet Kelson. 

What was it strength ? ^Twenty-one. 

Did Gapt. Warrington then remain behind in quarters?—— 
He did. 

Cross' examined. 

Was Colonel Brereton with the party that turned out to go 
to the Bishop's Palace the whole time, and until they were 
ordered to return to their quarters?^— I recollect seeing Col. 
Brereton immediately after we left the bazaar yard, and he 
remained with us until we returned to College-green.— He was 
with us at the Bishop*s palace the whole time. 

Did the party return direct from College-green to their 
quarters ?— Yes. 

Sir C. Dalbiac here announced that the evidence for the 
prosecution was now closed. 



FIFTH DAY.— Monday, Jan. SO. 

t At Dine o*cloek, an boor befbre the time appointed for oonunendna boiiiiett. Uie 
Hall was literally cranuaed by tpeetators» tbe m^ority of whom were ladiea. Selrtom 
bad there been an enquiry that cauied luch unlvertal interect, and that interest was 
peculiarly increaied thi« morning item its being known that Captain Warrington would 
addieM tbe Court in bis deflmce. Never, perhaps, was there so great an assemblage 
congregated together in so small a space; and a great number, even of those who bad 
obtained tickets from the Judge Advocate, were obliged to go away, there being no 
possibility of their gabiing admittance. At ten o'clock. Sir Henry Fane with diffloutty 
got to bis seat at the table. It was found impossible, nowever, for tbe other memben 
of tbe Court to take thdr places. After a fow minutes passed in an IneHtetual 
struggle, the President said,—" It is impossible the business of the Court can be thus 
interrupted. I am exceedingly sorrv to putthepublictoany incoOTenienc^ but it is 
absolutely necessary that the Hall should be deared ; tbe members of tbe Court cannot 
take their places.** This order not bdng obeyed, tbe President amin saki, ** Major 
Mackworth, send for a file of men j the Court must be cleared.** This order had the 
desired effect, so as to enatrie the members to take their seats. TBie Pres id e n t good 
bumooredly observed to some ladies standing neur him, ** You see^ ladies, 1 can r**— "t"^ 
tbe men, but cannot the womeix.**^—(LaugJuer.j 

After a short pause, Capt. Warrington proceeded 
to address the Court in his 

DEFENCE. 

** General Sir Henry Fane, and the Members of this 
honourable Court, — ^When the honourable and gallant 
General, upon whom has devolved the duty of conducting 
this prosecution against me, stated to the Court that it 
was with feelings of an afflictive nature, that he found 
himself engaged in so invidious a line of duty, 1 gave 
the most implicit credit to the sincerity of that declara- 
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tion. And it he felt tbe necessity of bespeaking your 
indulgence, on account of tbe painful situation in wbicb 
he was placed, it may perhaps be permitted to me, with- 
out the appearance of presumption, to request a similar 
indulgence on my part. 

^^ Having, for the first time in my life, to speak before 
any assembly, and that under circumstances so noyel 
and painful, hearing myself designated as ^ the prisoner 
at the bar,* to be subjected to the forms and ceremonies 
incidental to that situation, naturally increases my em- 
barrassment. 

'^ When I reflect that as one engaged in an honourable . 
profession, by which I must hope to live, I have had 
hanging over me an imputation on my character as a 
military man, which by my own desire I am now endea- 
vouring to repel, I trust 1 may have some claim to the 
indulgence oi this honourable Court. 

" By the address of my Prosecutor, I have been ap- 
prised that I am tried upon charges founded on the 
proceedings of a Court oi Enquiry, which was held on 
my superior and commanding officer. But when my 
prosecutor so feelinglv and so eloquently deplored his 
melancholy fate, in language more appropriate and 
forcible than I could describe, how much more must I 
inwardly lament his loss, under whose orders I had 
served, and who could, if living, have best satisfied this 
honourable Court, whether, in any one instance, while 
tinder his command, I had been inattentive to my duty. 
The Court is already aware, that the orders given by 
the late Commander of the troops, during the riots, 
were generally verbal. I will on no occasion ask this 
honourable Court to receive my assurance that I had an 
order for any particular duty> in the absence of proof to 
support my assertion. And here permit me to observe, 
that following the example of my prosecutor, and the 
dictates of my own heart, I shall endeavour, on all oc- 
casions, so fEir as in my power lies, to avoid all mention 
of a name which cannot be uttered without giving me 
pain. I would sooner snfier any degradation, or bear all 
the odium of these charges, than I would place one blot 
upon his escutcheon. 

^' Nor is my embarrassment in any way diminished 
by the genarodty of my prosecutor, in having expressed 
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an interest in the fate of so humble an individual as 
myself, especially Vfhen coming from an officer so justly 
distinguished ; it imposes upon me a debt of gratitude, 
that will leave me ever to regret that my conduct 
should even for a moment have made an unfavourable 
impression upon the mind of one, whose good opinion 
it would have been my greatest pride to have deserved, 
and who, as the public prosecutor, has discharged his 
duty without any vindictiveness or personality towards 
me.« I labour under an additional disadvantage in 
being compelled to speak wholly of myself, in the pre- 
sence of a tribunal composed of officers, whose gallant 
services in the field have been crowned by the most 
marked approbation of their sovereign. 

^^ But when I reflect upon the eventful circumstances 
connected with this enquiry — ^the immense loss of life 
and property at a time when my conduct is censured; 
the late awful catastrophe, which still throws such a 
gloom over this ci^; and the yet more recent and 
appalling sacrifice made within these few hours, and 
within a short distance of these walls,^ as an atonement 
to the ofiended laws of the country ; when I reflect 
that I mvself am compelled, at this particular juncture, 
to launcn my bark amongst the shoals and breakers 
that have proved destructive to so many others, I may 
well be unfitted for any struggle, however necessary for 
the preservation of my honour. 

'' I cannot but be sensible that statements have been 
sent forth to the world, in various forms, reflecting on 
the military service during the Bristol riots, and in 
particular of the troop which I had the honour to com- 
mand ; that these statements having so long remained 
uncontradicted, made me anxious, from the commence- 
ment of this trial, to let some refutation follow each 
attempt to substantiate any charge. Notwithstanding 
these difficulties I will endeavour to meet the charges, 
throwing myself upon the indulgence of this honourable 
Court for the inability and inefficiency of my attempt. 

" Although it will become necessary for me to make 
some allusion to the conduct of others, I do not desire 
or intend to evince any vindictive feeling, or to retaliate 

* The execution of four of the rioters. 
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upon those whose public statements have been calcu- 
lated to remove odimu and responsibility from the civil 
to the military authorities. I desire to confine myself 
as strictly as possible to a refutation of the charges 
against me, and if I could be so ungenerous as to in*' 
tend more, my profound respect for this honourable 
Court Tvould at once deter me from the attempt; and, 
after having stated the various difficulties under which 
I labour, I should do injustice to my own feelings if I 
did not acknowledge that there is one circumstance 
connected with these proceedings which affords me 
consolation, and which 1 hope, without the suspicion of 
flattery, I may be permitted to mention; it is, that my 
honour and character are entrusted to such an assembly, 
over which there presides one who has not been more 
highly renowned for his gallantry in the field, than dis- 
tinguished for a reach of ability which renders it un- 
necessary to consult the high audiority on his righthand, 
and for impartiality proverbial throughout the army. 

'^ Having taken the libertv of making these general 
remarks, I shall now proceed to trouble the Court with 
some observations more immediately connected with 
these charges; and I shall endeavour to do so as briefly 
as possible. 

^' Upon the first, I humbly submit that, being under 
the immediate command of Lieut.-Col. Brereton, from 
the moment that my troop arrived in Bristol, nothing 
but his express orders, or the written requisition or pre- 
sence of a Magistrate, could, therefore, have released 
me from that command. 

^' I do not mean to question Mr. Kington's respecta- 
bility, but as he told me that he was not a Magistrate, 
and as his communication was merely verbal, and not 
proceeding from any official source, I appeal to this 
honourabfe Court how far I was bound, in tlie words of 
the charge, ' to order out the troop,' or to forward to my 
commanding officer either that or the other numerous 
verbal communications received that night; particularly 
when I had reason for supposing that there was an inten- 
tion on the part of the rioters to separate my force. 

^' I can prove that I invariably directed the persons 
making these unauthenticated communications, to the 
commanding officer. 
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^' Mr. Kington and several others speak to my anxiety 
to meet their wishes, and that my non-compKance arose 
solely from a want of proper authority. In this in- 
stance, I submit that my refusal to turn out was in 
strict accordance with the orders of my commander 
and the rules of the service, particularly with the in- 
structions under which I acted last winter in the south- 
west district. 

'^ On the second charge, I would observe, that on 
Monday morning, the 31st October, about half-past 
three o'clock, a letter was brought by two gentlemen to 
the quarters of the 3rd dragoon guards, addressed to 
Iiteut.-Col. Brereton, or ^^ the officer commanding his 
Migesty's troops,^' as stated. Upon reading the direc- 
tion, I refused to break the seal, observing that the 
Colonel was to be found at the A^utanf s quarters, 
dose by (No. 2, Unity-street.) When repeatedly urged 
by those gentlemen to open the letter, one of them 
offering to take the responsibility upon himself, I was 
persuaded to do so, and read its contents in their hear- 
ing. I pressed them to take it immediately to the Colo- 
nd, and offered to return it, but they refused to receive 
it. In their presence I desired Sergeant Deane to give 
directions for half of the troop, which was not bridled 
up, to get ready immediately, nrmly believing that they 
were gone to Col. Brereton's, to apprise him of the 
communication from the Mayor. 

^' I will prove, to the satisfaction of the Court, that, 
upon the subsequent application of the Magistrate 
referred to in the charge, I evinced every readiness to 
co-operate with him. I do, however, deeply regret 
that 1 relied upon those gentlemen to communicate to 
mv commanding officer the contents of the letter, instead 
of taking the more military course of dispatching it by 
an ordeny. I humbly solicit, on this explanation, the 
indulgence and favourable consideration of this honour- 
able Court. 

^^The 3rd charge comprises portions of two days, 
namely, the 80th and 31st of October, and states that, 
at different times on those days, when the excesses were 
committed, the troop under my command was then the 
onlv military force in Bristol; that I ought to have been 
within immediate call of the quarters, and command 
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my detachment that was ordered oat, but that I greatly 
neglected and violated my duty in several respects. 

'' In the first count, that about four in the afternoon 
of the 30th Oct. I ordered out a detachment of two- 
thirds of the troop to the city gaol, under the sole com- 
mand of a young Comet. Now, it appears, by the 
evidence of Uomet Kelson, that I sent him with 10 or 
12 men only to CoUege-green to meet Lieut.-Col. 
Brereton ; and although Comet Kelson did not exactly 
recollect whether I ordered him to take up a party in the 
Square, or to tell the Colonel that there was a party in 
the Square which might be spared, I will make it appear 
distinctly that the latter was my order; so that, instead 
of sending a great proportion of the troop^ I only sent 
out ten or twelve men, and they were not ordered Dy me 
to the gaol, but to report themselves at CoUege-green 
to the Iiieut.-Colonel, and ask for orders. They were 
ordered by him to the gaol ; and whatever might be 
Cornet Kelson's period of service, it has been proved 
that he was employed in 1830 and 1831 in the disturbed 
districts, where he acquitted himself creditably; and on 
the 30th Oct. the day in question, he was frequently 
under the superintendence of Col. Brereton, who might 
be presumed to be the best judge of his competency 
when he dispatched him to the gaol. 

^^ The 2na count states, that while the troop was in 

Quarters on the 30th Oct. I absented myself for a eonsi- 
erable space of time; and that, during my absence, a 
detachment was called out to protect the Bishop's 
palace ; that it proceeded under the command of one 
troop officer only. With respect to this count, I will 
not lor a moment deny the fact of my absence, but I 
will state to the Court the reason of it, and wUl prove 
the steps I took before I left the neighbourhood of my 
quarters. 

'^ The Court will not, I trust, consider my conduct 
as the result of indifference, or the want of die vigour 
and activity requisite in my situation. On all former 
occasions, when I was employed on similar duties, the 
force under my command was invariably accompanied 
by a Magistrate; but finding the case so different at 
Bristol, I wished for the advice of some experienced 
officer to sanction me in resorting to extremities. 

A a 
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^^ Having lieard that General Peorsen, an officer of 
great experience and distuitctiony resided at Clifton, I 
stated to Comet Kelson my intention to go, while the 
city appeared qmet, and ask the Qeneral's advice, 
altnongfa I was a total stranger to him.. 

'^ As I left my quarters a litde before eight in the 
evening, I called to enquire if the officer commanding 
the troops had any orders for me, which I will prove, 
and that Col. Brerefton answered that he had not. 

^^ I went as fast as I could to Qen. Pearson's, and 
staid there about five minutes. The Gkneral will prove 
the short conmiunication I had with him. I returned 
immediately to my quarters, and was seen there before 
nine o'cloclc. 

'^ On my return I learnt that a detachment had been 
ordered out. Lieut and Adjutant Francis states that 
the order he took was for a party only ; but I am ready 
to admit, strictly speaking, I had no right to absent 
myself for a moment. I trust, however, that this hon. 
Court will see tlie anxiety I evinced to meet the 
exigencies of my situation, and will not condemn the 
motive which induced my absence. 

'^ The third count alleges, that having returned to my 
quarters during the absence of the detachment, in place 
of proceeding to join the same or of waiting its return, 
I md, before the return of the detachnaient, which was 
about ten o'clock in the same evening, retire to my bed. 

'^ I hope the facts relating to this charge are already 
understood. Comet Kelson has proved that I waited 
the return of the detachment. The landlady of Reeve's 
hotel had obs^*ved some ague symptoms upon me, and, 
with difficulty prevailed upon me to retire to a bedroom. 
Comet Kelson saw that I had not all my clothes 
off, at a quarter before ten o'clock. John Corfidd, the 
waiter, states that I could not have been wholly un- 
dressed, from the short time that elapsed between the 
attack on the house and my appearaaice in uniform, 
coming down stairs on my way to the stables. 

** By Mr. Kington's evidence it appears that, at about 
ten or half-past ten, he saw me mounted at the head of 
my troof^. So that, taking Comet Kelson's statement 
of the time when he left me in the room, and Mr. 
Kington^s evidence of my being on h(Mrseback in half an 
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hour after or thereaboats, the charge will resolve itself 
to this, — ^that while sufienng under a shiyering fit, from 
the consequences of clothes which had been wetted re- 
peatedly during the preceding 24 hours, I retired to 
chiuige ; that after, and not before, the return of Comet 
Kelson and the detachment, I was seen by the Comet 
partially undressed, andreceired a distinct pledge from 
him, when he left the room, that if anything was wanted 
he himself would immediately report to me. 

'^ The fourth count of the third charge states, that 
between four and five o'clock, on the morning of the 
dlsrt October, when a detachment of the troop was called 
out to stop the progress of the riots in Queen- square, I 
permitted the detachment to proceed on such service 
under the sole command of Comet Kelson, while I re- 
mained inactive in my quarters. 

^* Now, the fact is, that the detachment in question 
was not ordered by me to the scene of the riots ; they 
were not in Queen-square under the sole command of 
the said Comet ; and I did not remain inactive in my 
quarters. But, on the contrary, I remained at my 
quarters with ten or twelve men as a reserve, by Col. 
Brereton's express orders ; and marched off a detach- 
ment under Comet Kelson, desiring him to go to Col- 
lege-green, where Col. Brereton and a Magistrate would 
join Ukem^ and if there was any thing to do I was 
instantly to be informed. They proceeded to Queen- 
square from College-green, under the immediate com- 
mand of Colonel Brereton. As soon as they were 
ordered to charge I was sent for, and lost not a moment 
in bringing up the remainder of the tro<^ and putting 
myself at their head. We afterwards freauently charged 
the mob, and greatly contributed in quelling tne riots. 

^' To come, however, to the concluding part of these 
diarges, which insinuates, in general terms, tibat through- 
out me period of the riots, diere was a want of activity 
and vigour, requisite in the situation in which I was 
placed, almost approaching to a sympathy With the 
rioters, — I propose, with the permission of this honour- 
able Court, to call Major Mackworth, Migor Beckwith, 
and the officers of the 14th Hght dragi>ons, to state their 
opinion of my conduct when they saw me employed 
during the riots. I propose to put in several testimonials 

A a2 
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of officers under whose command I have been, among 
them those of Major-Oeneral Sir John Brown, Colonel 
the Hon. Qeor^e Abercromby, Colonel Story, Migors 
Mannsell, Hadden, and Frazer. I have also testimo- 
nialis from two gendemen who had frequent oppor- 
tunities, as Magistrates in the South West District, of 
observing my readiness to co-operate with the civil 
power. One of these gentlemen was that distinguished 
officer. General Sir Hussey Vivian ; the other, Sir Wm. 
Heathcote, one of the most active and able Magistrates 
in the district ; that gentleman, or some other Magis- 
trate, invariably accompanied the troops when cafled 
out to quell the riots. 

'^ I have many apologies to offer for having trespassed 
so long on the time of the Court ; my anxiety may have 
led me to do so at greater length, from regard to the 
gallant regiment to which I belong : from uie recollec- 
tion that my father and brother are both soldiers ; that 
my grajidfather, great grandfather, and almost every 
male relation and connexion, for centuries past, have 
held commissions in the British Army. 

^^ In conclusion, allow me to add, that no one can 
more deeply deplore the excesses that occurred, and the 
calamities that followed the disgraceful riots in this 
city; and I confidently hope that my conduct will in 
no way be considered as supporting the accusations 
against me." 

Captain Warrington having concluded his address, 
handed in the following documentary evidence, which 
was read by the Deputy Judge Advocate : — 

The first was a letter from Sir Hussey Vivian, which stated 
that from the opportunity which the writer had of witnessing 
the conduct of Capt. Warrington, in suppressing the distur- 
bances in Hampshire, he dispFayed all the zeal and a ctivity 
that could be required. 

The second, from Sir W. Heathcote, a Magistrate of Hants, 
expressed the grateful recollections of that gentleman for the 
zealous and active co-operation he received from Captain 
Warrington, during the riots in that part of England. 

The third, another communication from the same gentleman, 
stated it to be the invariable custom for every detachment of 
military employed on that service, to be accompanied by one 
or more Magistrates. 

The fourSi, a letter from Major-General Sir John Brown, 
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Stated that the conduct of Capt. Warrington, as an officer and 
a gentleman, while under the command of the writer, was such 
as to merit his warmest approval. 

The fifth, from Lieut.-Col. Story, of the Srd dragoon guards, 
declared the conduct of Capt. Warrington to have heen always 
perfectly correct, and that he was most zealous in the discharge 
of his military duty. 

The sixth, from Lieut-Col. Abercomby, bore testimony to 
the excellent conduct of Capt. Warrington as an officer and a 
gentleman. It stated him to be worthy, io all respects, the 
character of a British officer ; zealous and active in the dis- 
charge of his duties; and that the writer would have felt the 
utmost confidence in Capt. Warrington acquitting himself, on 
every occasion, creditably and honorably. 

The seventh, from Major Hadden, of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
stated Captain Warring ton*s character to be most exemplary 
in every respect; and that his zeal, activity, and intelligence 
were such, as to render him an ornament to the profession. 

The eighth, from Major Maunsell, of the 3rd dragoon guards, 
declared Capt. Warrington to be most attentive to his duties, 
and most zealous in performing them. In Nov. 1830, when 
under the writer's command, he had acquitted himself to his 
perfect satisfaction. 

The ninth, from Mr. John Frazer, formerly Staflf-Major at 
the Cavalry Depdt, Maidstone, stated that during the eighteen 
months Capt. Warrington was under him, he had entertained 
the highest opinion or his conduct and principles as an officer 
and a gentleman. 

The followiug witnesses were then called : — 

Comet KsLsoNy examined. 

Did you hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. War- 
rington, as he was marching into Bristol, on the 29th October? 
1 did. 

SUte what they were? 1 heard Col. Brereton tell Capt. 

Warrington that he was going to remain with the 14th dragoons, 
in the caltle-market ; and that all orders to him (Capt. War* 
rington) must come through Col. Brereton. Some further 
conversation took place, but I do not recollect its precise sig- 
nification. 

Private fftLUAU Dbnnkt^ examined. 

Did you hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. War- 
rington, as he was marching with his troop into Bristol, on 
Saturday morning, the 89th October ?--'— Yes. 

As nearly as you recollect, state what those orders were ?^— 
In case the troop, or any part of it, should be wanted, he was 
not to turn out, except on an order from Col. Brereton, or on 
a requisition signed by two of the Magistrates. 

Do you know whether any person, on Sunday evening, the 
30th October, between 10 ana 12 o'clock, called at Leigh*s sta- 
bles, to ask for military aid ? There were three persons. 
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Did YOU hear CapL Warrington ask those persons if tbcy 
were Magistrates? Yes. 

Did you hear Capt. Warrington refer those persons to Col. 
Brereion*s quarters ?— — Yes. 

Private COLB examined. 

Did you hear any orders given by Col. Brereton to Capt 
Warrington, on marching into Bristol, on Saturday morning, 
thedOth of October?— -Yes; Capt. Warrington was not to 
move his troop oat of the gaoL, without the orders of two 
Magistrates. 

Were there any other orders you heard given ?— Nothing 
farther. 

Did you hear Col. Brereton give Capt. Warrington any 
general orders on the march to Bristol, for his guidance whilst 
in Bristol ? None but what 1 have stated. 

Do you know whether any persons called at LeigVs stables, 
between 10 and 18 on Sunday night, the 30th October, to ask 

for the assistance of Capt. Warrington's troop ? Yes ; three 

persons. 

Did you hear Capt. Warrington enquire of those persons if 
they were Magistrates ?— Yes* 

What did they reply ? ^That they were not. 

Did you hear Capt. Warrington refer those persons to Col. 
Brereton, at his quarters i les. 

Did Capt. Warrington express his willingness to go out with 
his troop if he had an order from a Magistrate to do so ?— 
Yes. 

Private BBOMLSr examined. 

When Capt. Warrington's troop was marching into Bristol, 
on Saturday morning, the 29th of October, did yon hear Col. 
Breieton give Capt. Warrington any orders? 1 did. 

State what those orders were ?— Directly we came over 
the bridge, and were going towards the gaol, I heard him tell 
Capt. Warrington he should not have an opportunity of being 
in the immediate vicinity where the troops were stationed, as 
his duty would call him to various parts of the town, that he 
himselt (Col. Brereton) should keep a continual communica- 
tion with the Magistrates, and that Capt. Warrington was not 
to turn out his troop, or send out any parties, without an order 
direct from him, or on a requisition, signed by two Magistrates. 

Sergeant'Mqior M^LeOd examined. 

Did yott see the troop of the Dodington Yeomanry Cavalry 
in Bristol, on any part of Sunday, the 80th October last?— 
Yes; they formed in front of the Recruitinf^-Office» in College 
green, on or aboat 1 1 o'clock on Sunday night. 

Bjf the Court, 

Do you know what was the strength of the troop ?— -No. 

[Close of defence on the first charge.] 
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Comet KblsOm examined on ike $ee4md Charge. 

Did you see a letter delivered to Capt. Warrington, at 
Leigh^s stables, on Monday morning, 31st of October, purport- 
ing to be from the Mayor of Bristol, and addressed to Lteut«- 
Col. Brereton, or the officer commanding his MaJesty^s troops? 
— I did not see the letter delivered ; I saw Capt. Warrington 
reUdtng a letter, about half-past three ; I cannot say to wnom 
it was addressed, or the purport of the letter. 

About how Ion? did he remain in conversation with the per- 
son who brought bim the letter? About ten minutes. 

State what you heard pass on that occasion?— —I heard 
either Capt. Warrington, or the troop-sergeant-major, say, it 
was the Kmg*s regulations that a Magistrate should accompany 
any party sent out. 

Crosd^A amined. 

Have the kindness to recollect, if you can, whether it was 
Capt. Warrington, or the troop-serg^eant-major that made that 
reply ? 1 cannot recollect wnich it was. 

If that reply was made by the troop-sergeant-major, was it 
in Capt. Warriugton's presence ?— It was. 

Sergeant Dbane^ examined. 

Did you see a note delivered to Capt. Warrington on Mon- 
day morning, the 3 1st of October ?—l did j about a quarter 
to four o*cIoc1l. 

Did you hear any conversation between the bearer of the 
note and Capt. Warrington ? 1 did. 

State what passed ?— When the gentlemen brought the note 
they asked me for the commanding officer ; I thought they 
meant Captain Warrington, and directed them to the stable 
where he was amongst the horses. Capt. Warrington reo nested 
me to set a light for him to read the note. After reaaing it, 
he told them he was not the commanding officer, and requested 
them to take it to Col. Brereton, at the corner of College-^reen, 
and that they would be sure to find him there, or at the District 
Adjutant's lodgings. They then answered that they had been 
looking for him (Colonel Brereton) for three quarters of an 
hour or better, and could not find him. Captain Warrington 
expressed his willingness to act, if he could get a proper order, 
or be accompanied by a Magistrate. One of the gentlemen then 
8aid» he would expose Col. Brereton*8 conduct in the public 
papers. 

Did you hear any thing said by either of the gentlemen who 
delivered the letter about taking the responsibility on himself, 
if Capt. Warrington would «pcn the letter i if so, state what 

was said ? One of them requested CapL Warrington to open 

the letter, and said he would be responsible. 

Were any orders given to you bv Capt. Warrinston, in the 
presence of those gentlemen, about bridling up the horses ?-^— 
There was ( he ordered the horses that were then not bridled, to 
be bridled up immediately , as he expected to have orders to turn 
out directly. 
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Had joa anj reasoa to believe thmt the gentlemeo who de- 
livered this letter weot in conaeqaence of the above god versa- 
tion, in search of the commaadins officer of the troops ; if so, 
state 5 our reasons for such belief?— —Yes, I had ; at the time 
they were going awav. Cant. Warrington requested of them to 
go to the comer of Colleee-green, as I have before stated, 
where they would find Col. Srereton. A short time afterwards, 
Capt. Warrington said to me, '* My Grod, what a time those 
gentlemen are away !*' 

After the receipt of the Mavor^s letter, and before the de- 
tachment turned out to go to the Square, did you see a Magis- 
trate call on Capt. Warrington for assistance ? I saw a 
gentleman talking to Capt. Warrington about wanting the 
services of the troop ; Capt. Warrinj^ton told him, *^ I am ready 
and willing to act at any moment, if I could only see a Magi^ 
trate. He said, " I am a Magistrate.'" Capt Warrington said, 
'* Then accompany me.** He hesitated for some time, and asked 
if that was according to regulation. Capt. Warrington said it 
was, or he must have an order signed by two Magistrates. He 
then requested Capt. Warrington to go along with him to Col. 
Brereton*s. Capt. Warrington went with him, and previously 
ordered every man to stand to his horse. 

Did Capt. Warrington show a willingness to go to Queen* 

Suare, in case he had proper authority for that purpose ? 
e did. 

Did the person who had represented himself to be lAMagistrate, 
offer to go with the detachment?—-! douH remember that 
he did. 

TVoop-Sergeant-Mi^far MABrm^ ejcamimed* 

Did you see a letter delivered to Capt. Warrington on Mon* 
day morning, the 3 1st of October; if so, state at what time? 

1 saw a letter delivered to him between three and four 

o'clock. 

Did you hear any conversation between Capt. Warrinefton and 
the bearers ; if so, state it ? ^They requested Capt. Warring- 
ton to open it ; Capt. Warrington at first refused; after some 
talking, they said they would take the responsibility upon them- 
selves. Capt. Warrington then complied. 

After the conversation, what became of the bearers of the 
letter?— They left the bazaar. 

When the bearers of the letter were going awav, did Captain 
Warrington give any orders ; if so, state what the? were ?— 
One half of the troop was unbridled, and Captain Warrington 
ordered me to go ana get it bridled up. 

Were those gentlemen still witliln hearing when that order 
was ^iven P— — it is my impression they were not* 

Did you see a oerson call at Leigh's stables on Monday morn- 
ing, the 31st of Oct, and hear him state to Capt. Warrington 
that he was a Magistrate ?— I did. 

Did you hear any conversation take place between that per- 
son and Capt. Warrington ; if so, state what it was? When 

he first came in, he told Capt. Warrington that things had ar- 
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rived al such a pitch, that he must insist on his resorting to the 
utmost extremity. Capt. Warrington replied, that if he would 
show him a Magistrate he was ready to attend directly. He then 
replied, ** I am a Magistrate.'* Capt Warrington then said, 
** If you will attend roe, I am ready to go." The person then 
asked if it was according to regulation that Capt. Warrington 
should be attended by a Magistrate. Capt. W arrington said, 
** Yes.** The person calling himself a Magistrate then requested 
Capt. Warrington to attend him to Col. Brereton's, and Capt. 
Warrington went. 

Did the conversation you have mentioned take place in the 
Horse bazaar ? It did. 



Priva*e LzEfr ELLEN, examined on the third Charge. 

Were you one of the party which accompanied Cornet Kelson 
to the city eaol on Sundayafternoon the 30th Oct. ? Yes. 

Did you hear Captain Warrington give Cornet Kelson any 
orders as to the place where the detachment was to go, and from 
whom they were to receive subsequent instructions ?— -^Yes ; 
he gave orders to Cornet Kelson to march to College-green, and 
to wait for further orders from Col. Brereton. 

Did you hear any thing said to Cornet Kelson by Colonel 
Brereton, before you went to the city gaol, about removing 
some of the party from the Mansion-house ?— Col. Brereton 
desired Comet Kelson to go to the Mansion-house, to take up 
that party, and proceed to the gaol. 

Sergeant Dbane examined. 

Did you accompany a party of the 3rd dragoon guards, under 
Cornet Kelson, from Lei^h*s stables to College-green, about 
four o'clock on Sunday aiternoon, the 30th October? 1 did. 

What was the strength of the party, and where was it desired 

to go, when it left Leigh's stables? Eleven i it was directed 

to go to College-green. 

Thomas Darrell, Esq, examined. 

Did you accompany Capt. Warrington to Col. Brereton's 
lodgings, in Unity-street, on Sunday the 30th October, between 
seven and eight o^clock in the evening ?— -^ — I did accompany an 
officer ; I do not know whether it was Capt. Warrington. 

Did you hear any conversation take place on that occasion 
between the officer you so accompanied and Col. Brereton ; if 
so, state what it was ?— I heard a few words ; when I went 
in, the officer asked Col. Brereton what was to be done? Col. 
Brereton replied he did not know, he had no orders ; or some- 
thing to that effect. 

Did you hear the officer you accompanied ask Col. Brereton 
if he had any orders for him ?— — ^I did not. 

Can you recollect whether Col. Brereton's expression was, 
" I tiave no orders for you," or" I have no orders?" I believe 
he said, ** I do not know what is to be done, I have no orders." 

Thomas Pompbtt^ servant to Gen, Pearson^ examined. 
Did you see Capt Warrington call at General Pearson's, on 
Sunday evening, Oct. 30 ; it so, state at what hour ?«— Yes ; 
between six and seven. 
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Where did Qeneral Pearson reside ob that occasioD ?--•— -At 
Prospect Cottage, Somerset-place, Clifton. 

What time did General Pearson dine on that day, and was 
dinner over when Capt. Warrington arrived ?-— *He dined at 
five o'clock, and dinner was over. 

How Ion? did Capt Warrington reroaiawith the General? 
I should suppose about four or five minutes, from the time- 
I let him in till the bell was rung for me to let him out. 

How was Capt. Warrington dressed ?—- — To the best of my 
recollectioahe was in uniform. 

- Do you recollect what sort of weather it was that evening ? 
—It was wet. 

Can you recollect how long after Gen. P<aFSon*s dinner-hour 
it was when Capt. Warrington called ? 1 cannot, exactly. 

By the Court. 
Do you recollect whether CapU Warrington came on horse- 
back ?«— — I do not recollect ; there are sevei;al steps before the 
door, and. I do not know whether he came on honseback or not. 

An aflBdarit was here tendered by Captain Warrington, wlildi stated that OenenI 
Peanon was too ill to attend the Court It also depQied to certain fiicta coooeeted with 
Qmt. Warrington*! visit to the General on Sunday night, the 30th of October. 

General Dalbiac, aft«- looldng orer the aflSdam, said hi« duty would not permit Mm 
to .allow it to be entered oq the minutes, as it prevented him from an oppoitunitj o£ 
cross-examination. 

It was then proposed by the President that If Cspt Warrington thought it essential to 
obtain tbeevkSence of General Peanon. the Court should, adKmrn until toaaonov 
morning, and then meet at the General's noiiae. 

Capt. Warrington, after consulting with hia friends, said the Magistrate belbte whom 
Gen. Pearson's affidavit was sworn was in Court, and had Just informed him (Cuotaln 
Warrington) that the General was in that dangerous state of health that if tnie Court 
adjourned there was no probability of obtaining hia evidenoa He would, tbocfixe, 
waive the testimony of General Pearson altogether. 

PriwLte Ddur examined. 

Did you receive any orders from Cornet Kelson on. Sunday 
night, the SOth of October, to %o to General Pearson's for 
Capt. Warriugion? 1 did. 

At what hour, and what were the orders given to you ?— • 
About eij^ht o'clock I was ordered to go to General rearson's, 
and tell Capt. Warrington to return immediately. 

Did you go direct to Gen. Pearson's ? ^I went to another 

place by mistake, and was then directed to the right place« 

When you got to Somerset Cottage, did you find Capt. War- ^ 
rington there ? No. 

Did any person at Gen. Pearson*s say how long it was CapL 

Warrington had left the house ? The servant said he had left 

some time, but did not mention how long. 

Did you return direct to the bazaar from Somerset Cottage? 
1 did. 

How soon after your retiirn did you see Capt. Warrington 

and at what place? 1 saw Capt. VTarrington directly after 

my return, at the Horse bazaar. 

As nearly as you can recollect, what was the hour at which 
you saw Capt. Warrington at the Horse bazaar, after yonr re- 
turn from Somerset Cottage ? 1 should think it was about 

nine o'clock, as near as I can recollect 
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CrosS'-examined, 
Do you know bow maoy men and horses of the Srd dragoon 
guards were there when Capt. Warrington arrived, after his 
return from Somerset Cottage? 1 don't know. 

By the Coort. 
Do you know whether Capt. Warrington went to Somerset 
Cottage on foot or horseback ? 

[Capt. Warrington admitted that he went on foot.] 

John Corfibld^ Waiter at Reeve* b Hotel y examined. 
Were you sent for some medicine for Capt. Warrington oh 
Sunday evening, Oct. SOib ? 1 was. 

Cornet Kelson recalled^ 

Did Capt. Warrington absent himself from his quarters at 
Reeve's hotel, as far as you know, at any time during the Bris- 
tol riots, except when on duty, or when he told you he was 
going to General Pearson's ?—*Not at any other time. 

Did you observe that Capt. Warrington was ill on Sunday 
evening, Oct. SOth ? 1 did. 

CrosB-examined* 
A.t what hour was it that you observed Capt. Warrington to 
be unwell ?— ^apt. Warrington complained of being unwell 
when I returned from the gaol, about nve o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

Bif the Court, 
Was it raining at any period between seven and nine o'clock* 
on the Sunday evening? 1 believe it was. 

Private DeNnsy^ examined. 
Did you hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. War- 
riogtoa on the morning of Monday, the 31st of Oct., between 

the hours of three and four o'clock, at Leigh's stables ? Yes. 

State what you beard? Col. Brereton was coming on 

horseback after Capt. Warrington. He called to Capt. War- 
rington, and told him to get liis troop out immediately, or a 
part of it. Capt. Warrington wished to go himself with his 
whole troop. Col. Brereton said, *' No, you must remain here, 
with a few men, as a reserve." Capt. Warrington said, *' I 
would much rather go out myself.'^ The Colonel replied, 
'* No, Captain, I think you are very much fatigued, and want 
some rest, for you look very poorly." Capt. Warrington said, 
«* That he was not more so than Mr. Kelson, and the rest of 
his troop." CoK Brereton rode off instantly, and desired him 
to take his advice. 

Were you at that time sentry at the lower end of the yard ? 
Yes. 

At which end of the yard were Col. Brereton's orders given 
to Capt. Warrington ?— .-At the lower end. 

Sir C. Dalbiac satd, that the evidence of this last witness 
went lo break down testimony which he thought incontestible ; 
he, thereCore submitted that he might be allowed to call fresh 
witn£Sfies, with regard to the time slated. This he proposed to 
do after Capt. Warrington had closed his defence. 
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Private J. GRdBdu examined. 

Did you hear Col. Brereton give any orders to Capt. Warring- 
ton, at Leigh's stables, about four o'clock on Monday morn- 
ing? 1 did) Col. Brereton rode up to CapL Warrington 

and told him one-half of the troop would do : that he knew 
that Capt. Warrington was very much fatigued, and might re- 
main in quarters as a reserve. 

Can you speak positively as to the time when this conversa- 
tion passed, or is it only from conjecture ? 1 consider it to 

have been about four o'clock, as nearly as I can possibly tell. 

By the Court. 
How long was it before the troop was ordered out, that this 
conversation took place ? — —Just as the troop had turned ouL 

C BussSTT, Esq, examined. 

Did you walk with Col. Brereton to the corner of College- 
green, about four o'clock on Monday morning, the 31st of 
October? 1 did. 

Did you see him turn down in the direction of Leigh's sta- 
bles? 1 did. 

Did any conversation pass between you and Col. Brereton 
relative to the dutv he was going on ; if so, state it to the 
Court ?—— He said he should be most happy to accompany the 
troops to the Square, and that he should ne on his horse in 
three or four minutes. 

Did he state any thing relative to the duty he was going on ? 
— *I do not recollect that he stated any thing further. He 
said he was going for his horse when he turned down to Leigh's 
stables. 

Had you accompanied Alderman Camplin and Mr. Danson 
to Unity-street, or did you see those two gentlemen before you 

met Col. Brereton on that morning? 1 did not accompany 

them, but I saw them there outside the door. 

Comet Kelson recalled. 
Did Col. Brereton, when you met him at four o'clock on 
Monday morning, express any surprise that Capt Warrington 
and the remainder of his troop had not come with the deUch- 
ment under your command ? ^He did not. 

SIXTH D AY.- TuESOA Y, January SI. 

The Court was not so much crowded as on the preceding 
day, probably owing to the sentries being more vigilant in pre- 
venting many of the tickets from doing double and triple 
duty. 

Mqjor Mackworth^ examined for the defence. 

Had you any opportunity of judging of Capt. Warrington's 
conduct during the Bristol riots?— I had. 

State the opmion you formed of it ?— I thought he shewed 
great willingness to act and strict obedience to his orders. 

Did Cornet Kelson of the Srd dragoon guards command any 
detachment of that regiment during the disturbances in the 
Forest of Dean in 1831, under your orders?-^— He did. 
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What opinion did you form of bis efficiency ?— I thought 
he did his duty in an active and intelligent manner. 
Crois-examined by the Prosbcotob. 

Had you any opportunity of judging of Capt. Warrington's 
willingness to act between sunset on Sunday night, the 30th 
and sunrise on Monday morning, the 3Ist of Oct. ?-^— None. 

Had you not left Queen-square before the arrival of Captain 
Warrington with the reserve of bis troop, on Monday morning 

the Slst of Oct. ? 1 bad. 

By the CouBT, 

What were the orders, to which you have alluded, that Capt. 
Warrington received ?— I heard him repeatedly ordered by 
Col. Brereton to clear the Square on Saturday night, and I saw 
him instantly and effectually obey his orders. 

During the whole time you had an opportunity of witnessing 
Capt. Warrington's conduct, did he in any instance evince a 
want of vigor and activity requisite in the situation in which he 
was placed? In no instance within my knowledge. 

Under whose orders did Capt. Warrington act on Monday 

morning the Slst of Oct. ? 1 don't know. 

Major BacK/riTHt 14IA Dra^oons^ examined. 

Were you in command of the cavalry in Bristol on Monday, 

the 3 1st of October last? 1 commanded the 1 4th dragoons. 

Col. Brereton was the superior officer, and I gave all the mate- 
rial orders. 

Did you give any orders to the 3rd dragoon guards on Mon- 
day morning, the 31st of October ?-—^ About ten o'clock on 
Monday morning, I recommended Capt. Warrington of the 3rd 
dragoon guards what to do. About twelve oxlock Colonel 
Brereton gave me authority to give orders to the 3rd dragoon 

fuards, if 1 deemed it necessary. Accordingly, after that time, 
did give them the necessary orders. 

Did you see Capt. Warrington employed with his troop in 
Queen-square on Monday ? 1 did. 

Then you bad an opportunity of observing Capt. Warrington's 
conduct during a considerable period of the riots. Did he shew 
every disposition to co-operate with the Civil Authorities ?-— — 
It would be impossible for me to give the Court a correct idea 
of what I know of Capt. Warrington's conduct, unless I be 
permitted to give some detail of the circumstances in which he 
was placed when I arrived in Bristol. 

Please to state the circumstances in which Capt. Warrington 
was placed ?— >To do so I must relate in what manner I saw 
the Civil and Military Authorities co-operate. 

[Tbe President raqueitad Mi^or Bedcwlth to coDflne blmielf at strictly at poMiUe to 
the coaduct of the prisoner, and avoid implicating partiee who were not on their trial 
befbrethlsCoort] 

The Major proceeded. — On reachin|f Bristol on the morning 
of Monday, the 3l8t of October, I immediately went to the 
Council-house, where I found the Mayor and several Magis- 
trates, who appeared to me bewildered and stupefied with terror. 
On hearing tne state of affairs in Bristol, I urged that one or 
more of the Magistrates should accompany me on horseback for 
the purpose of restoring order. They all refused to do so, 
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CTbe Fmident agidn nqyetfad the wUmm to limit hU dbMrratioiit to tlf* conduct of 
Captain Warrington, and to avoid alluding to parties not bdbre the Court, airiew Oirtr 
conduct went to exculpate tiieprlioaerfhim any portkm of tfaeeharyeaagaliMkl^^ Oa 
that ground only coukl the Court permit penont to be Implicated who were not here 
upon their trial, aud had not the onmrtunity of making thor defence To deviate from 
this eoune would be the height of mjuatlce. M^or Beokwith then proceeded to take up 
the thread of hie evidence.] 

— -shittngthat it would make them uopopular, aad cause 
their property to be destroyed. They also said, that nooe of 
them could ride on horseback except oue, whom I pressed to 
accompany roe, but he declined, saying he had not been on 
horseback for 18 years. Seeing therefore that no assistance 
could be had from the Magistrates, I demanded and received 
from them a written authority to take what measures I deemed 
expedient. From what I have related, and from what I saw in 
another quarter, to which I cannot advert, the impression on 
Biy mind was that Captain Warrington and the Srd dragoon 
guards were m a great measure paralysed by the imbecility and 
misconduct of those who ought to have directed them. I have 
further to state that during the time I had a personal opportu- 
nity of observing Capt. Warrington, he appeared to me alert, 
zealousy and desirous to do his duty. 

By the Court. 

Under whose immediate command was Capt. Warrington 
acting on the morning of Monday, 3 1st Oct. previous to 10 
o*clock ?— -I suppose under that of Col. Brereton. 

During the whole time you had an opportunity of witnessing 
Capt. Warrington's conduct, did he in any instance evince a 
want of the vigour and activity requisite in the situation in 
which he was placed ? 1 do not think he did. 

In your answer to a former question you have made use of 
the phrase ** ought to have directed them ■,'* do you mean to 
allude to the officer commanding the troops, or to the Magis- 
trates ? -To both. 

At the time you drew the conclusion you have mentioned 
relative to the conduct of those who directed or ought to have 
directed the troops, were you aware of the letter ofthe Mayor 
dated at 3 a.m. on Monday morning, directing the officer com- 
manding his Majesty^s troops to take the most vigorous, effective, 
and decisive measures in his power to quell the existing riots ? 
Yes. 

At what time on Monday morning did you arrive at the 
Council-house ?— About 7 o'clock. 

Were you acquainted with the demand made in the Mayor's 
letter alluded to, when you requested written instructions for 
your own guidance ? 1 was not. 

Had not Capt Warrington acted with his troop in Queen- 
square onMonday morning previous to your arrival ? ■ 1 foood 
him with part of his troop in the Sqiiare about half-past seven, 
when I first went there. 

Captain GjtaM, I4ih Drmg^ons, ejtaminffd. 

Were you with the 14th draff oom in Pistol, duriag the riots 
on the9»th, 90th, and 81st of October last ? 1 was. 
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Did Oapt, Warrio^oB in any instance wben you had an 
opportunity of witnessinjg his conduct, evince a vant of the 
vigor and activity requisite in the situation in which he was 
placed ? "So — I should say qoite the reverse. 

Lieut. Dj/rsOfit l^h Dragoons^ examined. 

Were you with the 14th dragoons at Bristol during the riots 
on the 89th, 80th, and 31st of October last ? ^Yes. 

Did you at any period on the davs referred to observe that 
Capt. Wai'rington was unwell ? ^i es. 

Had you any opportunity of judging of Capt. Warrington*s 
conduct during the riots on the dajs mentioned ; if you had, 
state your opinion of it?^— I saw him on Saturday ni|^ht, be- 
tween seven and ten o'clock keeping the front of the Nfansion- 
house, he was then at the head of his troop, and seemed active 
and alert. 

This was the last witness for the defence. 

Captoia WARaiNGTOii addressed the President, and said—** I 
now beg leave to apprise the Court that I have closed my de- 
fence, notwithstanoing that I have been deprived the benefit of 
a material evidence, that of General Pearson, as the Court are 
aware. I leave my honour and my character in the hands of 
the Conrt, and feel assured that I can confidently rely on its 
impartial -decision.'* 

SEVENTH DAY— Thursday, Feb. 2. 

A docnmeiDt was handed in by Captain Warrington 
and read by the President. It contained the military 
orders of Lord Hill to Sir Colin Campbell, com- 
manding in the Sonth-west district in the latter part of 
1830, when Capt. Warrington was on service there. 
The portion of the document to which Capt. Warring- 
ton particularly directed the attention of the Court was 
to the f(41owing effect : — ^The officer commanding any 
detachment caUed out by the civil power is invariably 
to require a Magistrate to accompany hiln, or a written 
order signed by two Magistrates. 

Sir C. Dalbiac. — I am extremely glad the prisoner 
has put IB that document. He will find that I have 
done him full justice with regard to that part of his 
duty to which it refers. 

Sir C. Dalbiac then proceeded to read the following 

REPLY. 

^' Mr. President, and the Members of this Honourable 
Court, — I now approach the last stage of the painful 
duty wfakh I have had to sustain during this trial, and 
I know not how 1 can better commence this portion of 
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my task than by ettating to this Honourable Codrt how 
distinctly I am aware of one melancholy disadvantage 
under which the prisoner has laboured in conducting 
his defence. The tragical event which brought the 
recent proceedings of a former Court to an abrupt ter- 
mination, has unhappily deprived Capt. Warrington of 
a witness whose testimony might have been most im- 
portant to his cause ; aua I am not only willing, but 
most desirous that the loss which he has sustained, may 
steadily be kept in view by his Judges. 

^^ I must, however, with perfect freedom, confess 
that this disadvantage does oy no means appear to 
me so severe as the prisoner himself may have been 
tempted to imagine. My own honest impression, upon 
a dispassionate survey of the evidence, is, that the 
points of his defence which have been weakened by the 
removal of his commanding officer, are not of essential 
and vital importance to his case. I feel the clearest 
confidence that it will be in mv power to satisfy this 
Court that if that witness had been here to speak for 
the prisoner, his testimony could have done nothing 
more than provide him with certain topics of extenua- 
tion. It might in certain points of subordinate moment 
have strengmened his vindication, but in my conscien- 
tious belief it could by no possibility have protected 
him against the main force of the Charges which have 
been preferred in the accusation. 

" I repeat, however, that it is my most earnest desire 
that the most liberal estimate should be made by the 
Court, which the disadvantage alluded to may have in- 
flicted on the prisoner; and as a pledge of the sincerity 
of this declaration, I now protest, that in the review of 
the evidence which I am about to submit to the Court, 
I have made it a part of my own business to weigh and 
measure every atom, if I may so express it, of the injury 
which the silence of the grave may have brought upon 
the case of the prisoner ; and I have felt myself bound in 
common justice to the prisoner, to make fair allowances 
in every particnlar of ms case, in which the voice of the 
witness he had lost might have been lifted up in his 
defence. 

*^ On the other hand, if it becomes our duty to take 
care that in the defence which the prisoner has put forth. 
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he be not permitted to magnify the importance of the 
testimony of which he has been deprived, or to raise this 
negative circumstance, as it were, into a bulwark of 
positive exculpation. Neither can we forget the deli- 
cacy and the justice which are due to the memory of 
that witness, whose loss the prisoner had to deplore. 

** It must be remembered that were that witness at 
this moment amongst us, on many points he could 
scarcely open his mouth in exculpation of the prisoner, 
without pronouncing, to the same extent, his own con- 
demnation. Those very circumstances which may be 
alleged by Capt. W. for the purpose of relieving him- 
self from some of the weightier parts of the Charges 
preferred against him, are tiie very circumstances which 
would press most heavily on the character and the 
memory of his late commanding oiiicer. And as that 
oflScer has never been proved guilty, and is now cut off 
for ever from the possibility of offering a word in 
explanation of his own conduct, it behoves us to be 
guarded in giving a hasty ear to topics of defence, 
which, if admitted in too comprehensive a sense, could 
scarcely fail to bring dishonour upon the name of the 
deceased. 

^^Such are the difficulties and such the embarrass- 
ments which beset the remaining portion of my invidious 
and painful office ! Nor is this aU f Another circumstance 
has arisen materially to increase those difficulties and 
embarrassments. 

^'The prisoner has pleaded in extenuation of his 
conduct throughout Sunday night, the 30th, and part of 
Monday morning, the 31st October, thaf during that 
awful period of the Bristol riots no Magistrate or peace 
officer ever made his appearance at the quarters of his 
troop to require, to direct, or to enforce the employment 
of the military in any attempt to put down the riot, until 
Mr. Alderman Camplin arrived, between 4 and 5 o^cIock 
on Monday morning, at the horse bazaar, and that until 
the receipt by Capt Warrington of the Mayor's letter, 
dated 3 o'clock that morning, no Magistrate was to be 
heard of. 

^' The plea, however, which the prisoner has set up of 
a want of activity on the part of the Magistrates, has 
been justified by evidence produced before the Court; 

B b 
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first,! IK identally in the reply of a witness to a qnestion 
put by the Court in the coarse of the prosecution, and 
again in the general statement of a witness examined 
on the defence. Although, therefdre, I do not stand 
here to impeach the conduct of the Bristol Magistrates, 
I conceive it would be utterly at variance with the 
impartiality which I have professed to maintain between 
the King and the prisoner throughout this trial, were I 
to decline admitting that the absence of all Civil 
Authority from the station of the military during the 
awfiil night of Sunday, and until the arrival of Mr. 
Alderman Camplin at the horse bazaar, between 4 and 
5 oVlock on Monday morning, was a circumstance 
calculated, in a variety of ways, to .prove prejudicial to 
the small military force then employed in Bristol ; and 
in full justice to the prisoner I must also remark, as the 
document is recorded by the Court in evidence against 
him, that the letter of the Chief Magistrate of the city is 
dated simply, *^ Bristol^ 3 o^cIock, Monday morning, 
31st Oct.,*^ without any designation of the house or the 
spot to which reference could be had to the said Chief 
Magistrate, in case of urgent or further necessity. 
I consider myself bound to make these admissions, 
grounded as they are upon the evidence which has been 
produced before the Courts purely that the amplest 
measure of justice might be done to the prisoner's 
defence, and that the Court might be fully satisfied that 
the demerits of others have not been suppressed by the 

Srosecutor, in order to throw out into bolder relief the 
emerits of the prisoner. It appears to me, however, 
that no circumstance of this kind can relieve the prisoner 
of any material part of the accusation against him. I 
shall have it in my power to shew that the weighty parts 
of the Charges are distinct from any influence which 
the conduct of the Civil Authorities, or the orders of the 
commanding officer, ought to have produced upon the 
conduct of the prisoner; nor can it becontendeo, before 
a Court like this, that because an officer's difficulties 
increase beyond what he had a right to expect, he is on 
that account to abandon his duty altogether. 

[The gallant Oeneral here proceeded to comment 
upon the evidence, which he did at some length, and 
with much ability, particularly with regard to me exact 
time deposed to.] 
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'^ I have been led to trouble the Court at some length 
upon this point, not from any apprehension that the 
judgment of this Court can be influenced by the ques- 
tion^ as to whether the offence imputed to the prisoner 
was committed a few minutes before or a few minutes 
after 11 o'clock, but because the time fixed by Mr. 
Kin^ton^ which I hold to be erroneous, has been made 
ayailable by the prisoner in mitigation of a different 
portion of the general accusation — ^namely, the third 
count of the third charge. 

^^ The premises and the coincidences, as to time and 
circumstance, which are attached to the accusation in 
the 1st charge, having been thus disposed of, the essence 
of that charge resolves itself into a narrow compass, 
namely, 

'^ That he. Captain Warrington, did not only refuse 
^' to order out the said troop, or any part thereof, or 
^^ to take any step for the purpose so stated, but used no 
^^ means of conveying the information so received by 
'' him, or the purport thereof, to Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
^^ who then held the chief Military Command in the city,, 
'^ or of obtaining from the said Lieut.-Col. Brereton 
'^ any order applicable to the occasion.*' 4 . 

'^ And here I must observe, in answer to the appeal 
made by the prisoner to the Court, as to whether he 
was bound ia the words of the charge, ^^ to order out 
the troop," &c. that the accusation is not to the effect of 
his having disobeyed the order of a Magistrate, but that 
being informed by a person of respectability of the danger 
to which His Majesty's Custom-House was exposed, 
and knovnng, as Capt. Warrington well did, the enor- 
mities which had been committed by the mob through- 
out the whole day, he did not take those measures which 
a regard for the public safety, the honor of his Miyesty's 
arms, and his own character, as an officer, demanded 
of him. 

'^ I shaU not stop, at this stage of my reply, tp argue 
the question, how far an officer, being second in com- 
mand of a body of his M^esty's troops, under the 
circumstances in which the city of Bristol was placed 
during the awful night of the 30th October, would be 
justified in adhering to general instructions, not to move 
from his. quarters without express orders from his supe- 

Bb2 
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rior in command, ^hen it is considered that the whole 
city was threatened with destruction, that each succeed* 
ing moment was big with increasing danger, and that 
for many hours together (as aUeged by the prisoner 
himself) the Commanding Officer was not to be fonnd 
where he ought to have been found, or at least to hare 
been heard of — ^namely, at the office assigned for 
official communication, and when on that account the 
most natural inference certainly might be either that he 
had been intercepted by the rioters^ or that some other 
casually had berallen him. 

** But if the conmiands which the prisoner received 
not to move from his quarters without the express orders 
of his superior officer, were of so very peremptory a 
nature, there should at least have been consistency in 
the prisoner's obedience. He should not have adhered 
to those commands upon some occasions, and have 
departed from them upon others. An officer has no 
right to blow hot and cold in the same breath, upon 
questions of duty; he has no ri^ht to play fast and loose 
with his command, at a time when the public safety and 
the honor of his Migesty^s arms are set at their highest 
stake. 

*^ It is distinctly shewn by the testimony of Mr. Gresley, 
produced in support of the first count of the third charge, 
(to which I shall have occasion again to revert) that the 
prisoner at 3 o'clock on the same afternoon of Sunday 
the 30th had of himself ordered out a detachment under 
Comet Kelson, to proceed to the New Gaol, without 
any previous authority for so doing. But the most 
remarkable circumstance attending the prisoner's refusal 
to comply with the entreaties of Mr. Kington, is, that at 
the very moment when he did refuse to comply with the 
said entreaties, the prisoner was in the act of violating, 
and did then absolutely violate the express (nrders whien 
he alleges to have received from the commanding 
officer. Comet Kelson and Troop-8erjeant-M%|or 
Martin distinctly depose that the only occasion when 
the troop or any part of it turned out mowided between 
ten o'clock on Sunday night, and some short timebefore 
5 o'clock on Monday morning, was when Reeve's Hotel 
was attacked by the rioters (that is about 5 or 10 minutes 
past II o'clock); upon which occasion John Corfteldi 
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deposes, that Capt. W. came down from his bed-room, 
that he retired out of a side door of a house towards 
Leiffh's bazaar, and shortly afterwards appeared mounted 
at the head of his troop in front of the hotel. Comet 
Kelson and Troop-Ser^eant-Major Martin also depose 
(as does J. Corfield,) that Capt. W. on that occasion was 
at the head of his troop, and that the troop proceeded 
to the front of Reeve's Hotel to repel the rioters. The 
Troop-Serjeant-Major further states that the whole 
troop (save a corporal and four men then absent on 
duty) turned out to repel the attack on Reeve's hotel, 
and that the troop first formed in front of the Bazaar 
stables; which latter circumstance is also confirmed by 
Mr. Stephens. Now I beg to draw the particular 
attention of the Court to that part of Mr. Eongton's and 
Mr. Stephens's testimony, wherein both those witnesses 
state, that when Mr. Kington applied to Capt. W. for 
the services of his troop to save his Msgesty's Custom 
House, they found Capt. Warrington at the Horse 
Bazaar, mounted at ttie head of his troop, and that the 
troop was mounted also. 

^' It is quite impossible that this could have occurred 
before the prisoner had descended from his bed-room 
and had retired by a side door from the hotel; and as it 
has been distinctly proved that the troop never did turn 
out mounted between 10 o'clock on Sunday night and a 
little before 5 on Monday morning, except upon the 
occasion of the attack on Reeve's hotel, I do contend, — 
nay, with every possible deference and respect I do 
insist, — that I have produced proof incontestible, that, 
upon the very occasion,^ upon the very spot, and at 
the very moment, when the prisoner in answer to Mr. 
Kington's entreaties replied that he ^^ could not move 
without the express orders of Lieut.-Colonel Brereton," 
the prisoner had violated those express orders by 
turning out the troop for the purpose of proceeding with 
it to Reeve's hotel ; and this most unquestionably upon 
his own responsibility ; for not only had there been no 
time for the said restrictive order to be rescinded by 
Lteut.-Coloriel Brereton, but Capt. W. did himself 
declare to Mr. Kington at the very same moment that 
he knew not where Lieut.-Col. Brereton was to be found. 
Moreover, the prisoner thought fit to repair with his 
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troop to Reeye^s hotel H^ithput a magistrate, and yet the 
rioters had committed acts of oatrage, and (for aught 
the prisoner kncTv to the contrary) when the troop turned 
out, he might just as readily have been brought into 
collision with the rioters there as in any other quarter 
of the city. I can quite appreciate the feeling that 
would prompt an officer to afford protection to the 
owners of an hotel where he had been courteously en- 
tertained, and whence he had just before escaped from 
the attacK of the rioters; but I cannot comprehend the 
feeling under which an officer, after having ordered out 
and headed his whole troop for the protection of the 
private property of an individual (upon an occasion 
when the number of the rioters positively fell .short of 
the number of the dragoons) could in tike very same 
moment, and in the verr same breath, declare, that he 
**' could not move" any of his force to that quarter of the 
city where he knew that the rioters were proceeding 
in the destruction of property with systematic pro- 
gression and with most appalling rapidity. It can- 
not surely be contended that a few broken windows at 
Reeve's hotel were to be put in competion with the 
destruction of his Majesty's Custom-house and the 
buildings with which it was surrounded ! If then Capt. 
Warrington, in defiance of express orders, which ne 
alleges to have received, and without a Magistrate, con- 
sidered himself justified in turning out his troop to repel 
a body of rioters at the distance of 130 or 140 yards 
from their stables, I contend that he had no right to 
urge inability to move his troop to a greater distance 
without further orders fi*om his superior officer, whom 
he alleged he could not find, or without the personal 
attendance of a Magistrate whom he alleges he could 
not procure. 

^' With respect to that part of the Ist charge which 
imputes to the prisoner his having used no means for 
conveying the information received by him to lieut.- 
Col. Brereton, or of obtaining from the said Ueut-Col. 
any orders applicable to the occasion, 1 have to submit 
some observations. [Sir Charles again referred to and 
committed on the evidence.] 

^* A question was put by the Court to Comet Kelson, 
towards the close of his evidence on the S7th January, 
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whether he eonceiyed the order whicb he conveyed to 
Capt. Warrington not to move without Lieut. -Colonel 
Brereton's orders, was intended to refer personally to 
Capt. Warrington, or to him and the force under his 
command. Cornet Kelson replied, that he understood 
the order to refer to Captain Warrington personally. 
Such interpretation however, of the order in question 
would, in my humble opinion, tend so essentially to 
lower Capt. Warrington in the eyes of his regiment, and 
of the service at large, and so wonderfuDy to raise 
Comet Kelson's professional importance above that of 
his commanding officer, to a degree far beyond what 
his rank or his pretensions could possibly justify, that I 
must endeavour to rescue the memory of Lieut.-CoIonel 
Brereton from the admission of so glaring an incon- 
gruity, as that of shutting out the services of an officer 
of Captain Warrington's experience, who was also next 
to himself in command, and of preferring to place his 
confidence in a young officer of only sixteen months 
standing in the army, when engaged upon a duty as 
delicate and important as any in which troops were 
ever employed. I cannot, therefore, but ascribe the 
ex!raordinary interpretation which was put upon that 
order by Cornet Kelson, to his want of experience in 
the service. 

^^ Under either interpretation, however, the order was 
disobeyed by the prisoner ; for if it was intended to 
refer to him, and the force under his command, he was 
not justified, according to his own shewing, in turning 
out within an hour afterwards, at the head of his troop 
at the mere reauest of the owners of Reeve's hotel, to 
quell a body of rioters who had attacked their house and 

Premises, without the express authority of Lieutenant- 
'olonel Brereton, as weO as the personal attendance of 
a Magistrate ; and if the said order was intended to refer 
to Capt. Warrington personally^ or to him alone^ how 
can the conduct of the prisoner be accounted for in 
having kept Cornet Kelson and his troop shut up in 
th^ir stables from 1 1 o'clock on Sunday night till half- 
past four on Monday morning — an awful interval of 
more than five hours, throughout the whole of which 
the robber and the incendiary wei e proceeding uncon- 
trolled from atrocity to atrocity, at a time when public 
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and private property was consigned to fire and pillage, 
in systematic progression, and when the whole city of 
Bristol seemea threatened with uniyersal destroclion. 

'^ In proceeding to a consideration of the 2d chaige, 
I may observe that certain of the premises, or of we 
coincidences as to time and circnmstaiice which are 
embodied in the accusation, have been proved in the 
evidence alreadv referred to in the review of the 1st 
charge, to which there can be no necessity to revert. I 
shall therefore address myself at once to the substance 
of the ofience. In the first place, I may venture to 
affirm without any fear of contradiction, that the testi- 
mony vnth respect to periods of time which has been 
produced in support of the 2d charge, has been given 
with most singular but with most unquestionable preci- 
sion. ' The Chief Magpistrate of the city addresses a 
letter to ^^the officer commanding his Ms|jesty*s troops,** 
he puts his own signature to it, and he dates it ^^ three 
o'clock Monday moming,31st of October, 1881.** — [The 
gallant Prosecutor here recapitulated the evidence on 
ibis fitct.] — Had Capt. W. acted upon ihe Mayor's letter, 
as it was his duty to do, when he nrst broke the seal and 
read the contents thereof, it is as certain as calculation 
can make it, that with only a moderate degree of activity 
on the part of Capt. Warrington, the troop might have 
reached Queen-square before half-past three o'clock, 
the distance from Mr. D. Fripp*s house whence the 
Mayor's said letter was dispatched being distant from 
Queen- square, by the way of the Horse bazaar, not 
more than about three quarters of a mile; so that even 
then, Capt. Warrington would have had it in his power 
to have saved the south wing of the west side of Queen- 
square, which was all or nearly all destroyed between 
the hour of half-past three and five on the Monday 
morning.* The unacountable apathy displayed by the 
prisoner in having omitted to make a single attempt or 
effort to communicate with Lieut.-Colonel Brereton, 
between the hours of 11 on Sunday night and half-past 
four on Monday morning, has been fruly shown by the 
observations which I submitted to the Court upon the 
evidence produced in support of the Ist charge, which 
observations need not be repeated here. But in refer- 
ence to a question put by the prisoner to Sergeant 
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Deane, as to whether he, Capt. Warrington , did not 
express bis surprise that Mr. (toldney and Mr. Harris 
were so long in returning from No. 2, in Unity-street 
(where Capt. Wairington seems to have expected they 
had gone to report the nature of the Mayor's letter to 
the officer commanding,) it may naturally be asked, how 
Capt. Warrington could reconcile to himself to confide 
an official communication of such importance, and at so 
critical a moment, to a private individual, when he 
could so easily have conveyed the said letter himself, or 
at any rate have dispatched it to Lieut.-Col. Brereton, 
by a trusty non-commissioned officer. 

'^ But, unfortunately, that letter appears to have been 
put into the prisoner's pocket ahd to have been disposed 
of with almost as much indifference, as though it had 
contained an invitation to dinner-— one of the prisoner's 
relies being that he should see Lieut.-Col. Brereton at 
six o'clock, and would then deliver the letter ; nor has 
there been any thing to show that such might not have 
been its fate, had not Alderman Camplin called at the 
Bazaar for the services of the troop between four and 
five o'clock on Monday morning. 

^^ The prisoner put a question to Mr. Ooldney and 
Mr. Harris in the cross-examination, as to whether the 
former had not offered, if Capt. Warrington opened the 
Mayor's letter, to take the responsibility on himself — ^to 
which both those gentlemen replied in the negative. 
The same question, as relating to Mr. Goldney, is put 
to Sergeant-Major Martin and Sergeant Deane, who 
both reply in the affirmative. But I have been totally 
at a loss, ever since the question was first put, as to any 
possible object it could have. I know but oi (me sort 
of responsibility of any consequence to the prisoner — 
that is, his responsibility to the King ; and how that 
responsibility could be lightened by any act or promise 
of a private individual, I am quite at a loss to conjecture. 
Upon the whole, then, it is my painful duty to contend, 
that with respect to the substance of the 2nd charge, 
Capt. Warrington is entitled to no relief whatever, either 
from any supineness of the Civil Authorities, or by rea- 
son of any command which he could possibly have re- 
ceived from his superior office. The prisoner was 
second in command in Bristol, and at the very moment 
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that he broke the seal of the Mayor's letter, and read its 
contents, it ought to have been conveyed by a safe and 
certain hand to Lieat.-CoI. Brereton, if he viras to be 
found ; and if he was not to be found, Capt. Warrington 
bad constituted himself the representative of his superior 
officer, and should instantly have acted upon the con- 
tents of the letter. By neglecting to do so, he compro- 
mised not only his own character as an officer, but the 
character of his superior in command, as well as the 
honour of his Majesty^s arms. 

'^ I proceed now to a consideration of the 3rd charge, 
and in respect to the 1st count of that charge, I have to 
observe that Cornet Kelson admits his being in doubts 
as to wbether Capt. Warrington ordered him to take up 
a party in Queen-square, or whether CapL Warrington 
told him to tell Lieut.-Col. Brereton that there was a 
party in Queen-square which might be taken up, to join 
the party which marched from the bazaar by Captain 
Warrington's orders, in order to proceed to the new 

faol. But, as in either case Capt. Warrington might 
e the proper person to command the two parties, when 
united, it surely behoved Capt. Warrington to take the 
trouble of accompanying Comet Kelson for 200 yards 
across College-green, to receive Lieut.-Col. Brereton's 
directions ; lor it is distinctly shewn by the testimony of 
Lieut. Francis aud the Stan-Sergeants, that the order 
to turn out that detachment did not emanate from Lieut- 
Col. Brereton. Not one word has been adduced to 
shake the unsophisticated evidence of Mr. Gresley, who 
states that he made the requisition for mil.tary assistance, 
to defend the goal, to Capt. Warrington in the Cofiee- 
room at Reeve's hotel. He details the order given by 
Capt. Warrington to Comet Kelson upon that occasion, 
precisely in the terms in which that order was carried 
into effect — which statement coming from a person of 
Mr. Gresley's situation in life, namelv, that of a ship- 
builder, could not by possibility have been conjured up 
in his own imagination, and may therefore be received 
as strictly correct. 

^' The collective essence of the 2nd and 3rd counts of 
the 3rd charge is, that in the course of the 30th of Oct. 
the prisoner ^ absented himself from bis quarters for a 
considerable time,' &c. and that ^ having returned to 
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his quarters, during the abs^ice of nearly the whole of 
the disposable part of his troop, he, in place of proceed* 
ing to join the same, &c. retired to his bed.* 

^'The two counts appear to me to form a complete 
Seylla and Charjbdis, for in whatever proportion the 
weight of one charge may be relieved with respect to 
time, the weight of we other charge must be increased. 
1 shall take the time as stated by Comet Kelson, namely, 
that Capt. Warrington gave him orders, about seven 
o'clock on Sunday afternoon, to send to him at General 
Pearson's, at Clifton, in case he should be wanted, and 
there is every reason to suppose that at seven o'clock 
Capt. Warrington left his quarters. Comet Kelson 
also states, that upon his return with the detachment 
from duty, at about a quarter before ten, he found Capt. 
Warrington all but undressed, and in the act of getting 
into bed^ at the hotel. Private Dooley states, that Capt. 
Warrington returned to the bazaar about nine o'clock. 
It would appear, then, that Captain Warrington was 
absent from his quarters about 2 hours, which absence 
relates to the essence of the 2nd count ; and that he was 
three-quarters of an hour in the bazaar, or at the hotel, 
after his return, which relates to the essence of the 3rd 
count. With respect to the former count I have nothing 
further to add, — ^the charge is proved. With respect to 
the latter, I must observe, that when Capt. Warrington 
arrived at the bazaar at nine o'clock, ttaenty-eight men 
and horses out of thiriy^threey were on duty, viz. twenty 
which had proceeded to the Bishop's palace, and eight 
which had been previously sent to Queen-square. Now, 
will it not appear extraordinary to the Court, that, when 
the prisoner so returned to the bazaar at nine o'clock, 
and found only- five men and horses of his troop left in 
quarters, and knowing the nature of the duty on which 
the troop had been sent, aware of the appalling state in 
which the city was placed, and observing the conflagra- 
tions which were then vomiting forth in diflTerent quar- 
ters of it, he should have had no anxiety, or even 
curiosity, to cross College-green, to enquire in what 
manner his troop was engaged, and whether his own 
services could he of any avail ? I do not entertain the 
slightest doubt that Capt. Warrington had felt unwel] 
at some short time previous to the return of Cornel 
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Kelson to the hotel ; but in the fall dischai^e of mj 
duty, I must observe, that at seven o'clock on that even- 
ing, Captain Warrington was capable of ivalking to 
General Pearson's house at Clifton — ^that he did not 
return to the hotel till nine o'clock — and that in about 
one hour, after he had retired to his bed, he was per- 
fectly capable of appearing at the head of his troop to 
rep^ the rioters who had attacked the front of Reeve's 
hotel — ^and under all the circumstances of that awful 
night, no illness short of some risk of absolute destruc- 
tion of health, ought to have restrained the prisoner 
from proceeding in search of the force entrusted to his 
charge, when upon his return to the hotel he found the 
troop had escaped from his command ; especially as the 
point to which it had been directed was within 200 yards 
of the prisoner's quarters. 

^^ With respect to the 4th Count of the 3d Charge, 
my humble opinion is that it falls to the ground. But 
although the detachment which proceeded to Queen- 
square on Monday morning, the 31st Oct., appears to 
have been dispatched thither under directions issued by 
Lieut.-Colonei Brereton, I should not discharge my 
duty, were I to omit remarking upon the extraordinary 
arrangement with respect to the divided command of 
Capt. Warrington's tr(N)p upon that occasion, as deve- 
loped by the prisoner in his defence — ^for it appears by 
his own shewing, that after Comet Kelson marched off 
with the detachment, Lieut.-Col. Brereton had nothing 
to do with the reserve, or the time or occasion for its 
being called upon. But Cornet Kelson, the inferior 
Officer, is to send for Capt. Warrington, his superior 
Officer, without any reference to Iiieut.-Col. Brereton, 
as soon as there is any thing to do : and how does the 
Comet obey that order ? He waits till near 7 o'clock 
before he sends for his Captain, although the detach- 
ment was called upon two hours before 7 o'clock to use 
force for effectually putting down the rioters. 

^^ Having thus gone over such parts of the evidence 
produced before the Court as appear to me to be essen- 
tial to the case, I should no longer have trespassed on 
the time of the Court, had not the prisoner, upon several 
occasions, rested his justification, either directW or 
indirectly upon the impossibility or iUeg^ity oi his 
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acting in any case against the rioters, mthout the po- 
sitiTe and personal attendance of a Magistrate. 

The instructions on which the prisoner acted last 
winter in the south-western district certainly were to 
the effect, that no troop or detachment was to be taken 
out bnt by the written requisition or personal attendance 
of a Magistrate, without which restriction his Msjesty's 
troops would have been harassed in all directions upon 
every village disturbance or expected disturbance, or 
whenever a private gentleman chose to fancy that an 
attack was about to be made on his house or premises. 
But surely the position of an officer holding a detach- 
ment commanded in a disturbed district, imder cir- 
cumstances such as I had represented, is not to be 
laid upon a parallel with the position of an officer 
placed in command of a troop, under circumstances 
such as those in which the prisoner stood in this city, 
between mid-da^ of the 30th of Oct., till sunrise of the 
following morning, during which most awful period the 
rioters were proceeding in systematic progression, from 
outrage to outrage, and from enormity to enormity, 
without check or control, and when the whole of this 
vast and opulent city was threatened, under the pri- 
soner's own eyes, to be included in one general con- 
flagration ! 

^^ Does the prisoner mean to infer that if, whilst he 
was acting in the South West District, nnder Sir Wm. 
Heathcote's directions, that gentleman's house had been 
about to be fired by a body of incendiaries, whilst the 
owner was from home, and if the prisoner had chanced 
to be passing by at the time with his troop, he would 
not have used force to check so daring an outrage ? 
Or had Winchester Ghtol been forced by a body of 
rioters, no peace officer being present, and had the 

Erisoner been at hand with his troop, that he would 
ave hesitated to repel the tumult and the outrage, to 
disperse the delinquents, to take them into custOOT, or, 
if oriven to the last extremity, to put diem to death? 

^^ The principle then which most alarms me in the 
prisoner's address to the Court, and which he has 
attempted to maintain in different parts of his defence, 
is, that the refusal of an officer to act without a Magis- 
trate is ^^in strict accordance with the rulea of the 
service,** 
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^^ Standing as I do here^ at the suit of my Soverei^i, 
I should ill indeed acquit myself of the trust which has 
been reposed in me, were I not to record upon the pro- 
ceedings of this Court, my most distinct and decided 
protest against the doctrine thus set up by the prisoner — 
a doctrine at variance with all the declared opinions of 
our soundest crown lawyers since the days of Eliza- 
betb-*-a doctrine not "i« strict accordance with^ but 
most decidedly opposed to, the orders and regulations 
of his Majesty's service, as well as to the law of this 
land — a doctrine calculated not only to destroy the 
moral as well as the professional principles of the 
soldier, but to expose the person, as well as the pro* 
perty of the subject, to violence and destniLtion — ^a 
doctrine which, if admitted, would enable every officer, 
when placed in command of his Msgesty's troops, for 
the suppression of tumult, to place the inertness of 
the civil power between himseli and the personal res- 
ponsibility of his station, and, under the protection ot 
such inertness, to shelter himself from blame and 
disgrace. 

^' I need hardly observe to this Court, that the regi- 
ments of cavaky in Great Britain are for the most part 
dispersed over the whole face of the country, and that 
cavalry, from the nature of its arms, is more frequently 
called out than any other branch of his Majesty's forces 
for the suppression of riots. 

^^ A duty more delicate or more invidious, yet more 
important, can scarcely be conceived, than that in which 
a military officer is engaged, when employed, either 
with or without a peace officer, for the suppression of 
tumult and the preservation of the public peace ; and 
the case now unhappily before the Court affords a most 
deplorable iUustration of the evils that may arise, from 
a misconception of the principles by which the dischaiige 
of this duty should be regulated. 

'^ The Court cannot fail then to appreciate the intense 
anxiety under which I labour at the present moment, 
when there seems occasion to enquire whether his 
Majesty's rules and regulations, which have been issued 
for the guidance of the army on the subject of suppres- 
sion of riot, have become a dead letter. 

" Surely to God it is time to raise my voice, and to 
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put this question, ^hen an oflBcer under my super- 
intendence, who has now to answer before this Court 
for having declined to act against the rioters under a 
disHnei and written authority to do so from the Chief 
Magistrate of this city, has called upon another oflficer 
under my superintendence to speak to his conduct 
dnring the Bri&rtol riots, which omcer did not hesitate 
to act again^ the rioters, under a similar written 
authority to do so from the said Chief Magistrate of 
Bristol:' 

[ Sir C. Dalbiac here read extracts from '^ The sub- 
stance of the law for the guidance of the military in the 
suppression of riots,** as entered in his Majesty's regu- 
lations and orders of the army, and also quoted the 
opinions of Lord Chief Justice Tindal and other eminent 
authorities on the same point.] 

" Far, very far indeed, be it from me (continoed the 
gallant officer) in an humble endeavour to uphold what 
I deem to be the law upon such like occasions, to advo- 
cate the principle, that British troops, in the absence 
of a peace officer, are to take redress into their own 
hands, and to have recourse to violence, upon every 
trifling tumult or disturbance, or breach of the peace, 
or in any case where neither the life or the property of 
the subject, or their own preservation, is seriously and 
distinctly menaced. Such is not the law of the land ! 
such has never been the practice of the British soldier. 
Ood in heaven forbid that it should ever become either 
one or the other ! The humanity and forbearance of 
the British soldier, upon every occasion of popular 
tumult or commotion, have been proverbial for ages. 
Long may those qualities form his highest attributes ! 
I would abhor the soldier that could take advantage of 
tumult to shed unnecessarily one drop of blood. Bear 
and forbear should be our motto. But I may ask, are 
there no occasions where forbearance ceases to be a 
virtue ? Are there no limits, beyond which forbearance 
becomes criminal, when it adds atrocity to atrocity, and 
sacrifice to sacrifice, and when the innocent and well- 
disposed, rather than the g^lty and ill-designing, are 
compromised in its consequen<^es ? A reply to these 
questions mav be too readily, too mournfully fumished 
by the city of Bristol ! Let us consider, moreover, how 
many circumstances may occur to cause the absence of 
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all mil aathority. Sickness, iufiimity, distance, inter- 
▼ention, sapineness, disinclination, — any of these may 
peradyenture tend to keep a peace officer from the actual 
scene of riot and outrage. It is on those occasions that 
his Msgesty's troops, and especially the officers who 
command them, are to trust to the rules and regula- 
tions which have been prescribed by his Gracious 
Miyesty for their guidance, founded indeed upon the 
dedared and acknowledged law of the land. In that 
beautiful Charge to the Grand Jury of this city, to which 
I have had occasion to allude, the Lord Chief Justice 
is reported to have thus expressed himself: ''it has 
been well said that the use of the law consists j8r«/, in 
preserving men's persons from death and violence; 
next, in securing to them the fi^e eigoyment of their 
property.** 

'' Having thus been informed of the primary use and 
object of the law, I do boldlv affirm, that the jfirsi 
public service due from the soldier to his country, is 
the maintenance of that law, in contributing, as far as 
in him lies, towards the security of the subject and the 
protection of property, and that it becomes the military, 
even in the absence of a peace officer, to put down riot 
and tumult by force, whenever such riot and tumult shall 
be sufficiently outrageous to place the life or the property 
of the subject decidedly in danger, and when that dan- 
ger cannot be turned aside without fordble interference. 
And here I may be allowed to observe, that the officer 
who is placed in the command ^f a body of troops upon 
such occasion, is not to consider the cause of the absence 
of the Civil Authority, nor under any presumed derelic- 
tion of duty on the part of the magistracy, to refuse to 
do his duty, when the riot is either so sudden, so urgent, 
or so atrocious as imperatively to demand his decided 
inteiposition. 

** I repeat that my observations do not point at 
/rf/2tM^ occasions; but I have no hesitation in declaring, 
that they do point at all such outrages and enormities 
as those whicn, commencing with the destruction of the 
Bridewell, soon after noon on Sunday, the 30th of Oct., 
were perpetrated throughout the city of Bristol, without 
check or controul, or even an attempt at interference, 
until five o'clock on the foUowing morJoing. 
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*' Is it that we are maintained only that onr services 
shall be employed against 21. foreign enemy ? Is it that 
we are paid by the public and that we have no damesiic 
service to peitorm ? Shall the open rebel, the public 
robber, and the midnight incendiary be suffered to stalk 
forth in our streets to proceed from atrocity to atrocity, 
and his Majesty's troops be told that he can lay no hand 
upon them but in the presence of a Magistrate ? Shall 
our laws be violated in their best and dearest interests, 
the destructiou of public and of private property be 
carried on in a systematic progression ? — Shall our gaols 
be forced at noon day, and the felons let loose upon 
society ? — Shall our city be fired at all points, and 
sacrilege be carried to the very thresholds of our altars, 
and British troops be taught that they must stand by 
and look on, or be held fast in their quarters, till a 
peace officer shall arrive to command and to direct their 
exertions ? — Shall the aged and the infirm — ^the sick and 
the helpless — ^the nursing mother and the nestling infant 
be torn from their beds at the dead of the night, to glut 
the reckless fiiry of the plunderer and the incendiary — 
and the British soldier be told that he must stretch forth 
no hand to save, without the sanction of a Magistrate ? 
God forbid ! I say, God in Heaven forbid ! 

^^ I have now to express my acknowledgments to the 
Court for suffering me to trespass so largely upon their 
patience. I have yet an indulgence to crave at their 
hands. It is well known, I believe, to most members 
of this Court, that the observations which I have pre- 
sumed to offer, with respect to the law for the suppres- 
sion of riots, as applied to the Military, have arisen, for 
the most part, out of circumstances which occurred in 
the course of the prisoner's defence ; and unversed as I 
am in legal phrase, it is inuch more than possible that 
I shall have been betrayed into spme expression which 
may admit of a different interpretation to that which I 
have desired to give it ; I request therefore of the Coiu*t 
that they will put any construction upon my expressions 
save that which would impute to me the most remote 
idea of having contemplated the slightest infraction of 
the law, or the slightest usurpation of the Civil Power 
by the Military Forces of these kingdoms. 

c c 
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. '^ I protest once for all that it is the occasional pros* 
titudon of the Law in the manner of employing our 
military forces, and the occasional prostitation of our 
military force when called upon to maintain the law, 
that I do severely deprecate^ and against which only 
have I desired to raise my humble Yoice. 

*^ I now commit the case of the prisoner into the hands 
of this Honourable Court; in doing which I have only 
to express my earnest desire that when the Court shall 
proceed to pronounce judgment, should the conduct of 
the Prisoner in either of the Charges, or in any part 
of either Charge admit of different constructions, the 
Court will put mat construction upon his conduct which 
is most favourable to the Prisoner, to the utmost extent 
which is compatible with their dutjr to the King, to his 
Msyesty*s service, and to the obligation under which 
their judgment is to be pronounced. And whatever 
that judgment may be as affecting the Prisoner, I most 
sincerely, mo^i fervently pray, that the results of this 
trial may be productive of benefits not merely to the 
interests of the British army, but what is of far deeper 
import, to the interests of the nation at large! And 
may the flames of Bristol serve as a beacon to every 
town and city in the United Kingdom !'^ 

Sir Charles having concluded his eloquent and for- 
cible address, (which occupied 1 hour and 53 minutes 
in the delivery) the President asked Captain Warrington 
if he had any further observations to make. On his 
replying in the negative, the President ordered the 
Court to be cleared, that the members might consider 
their judgment. 

Eighth Day,— Friday, Feb. 3. 

The Court having met to deliberate on the evidence, 
came to the following decision : — That Capt. Warrington 
is guilty of the first and second charges, and of the first 
three counts of the third charge ; and that he is not guilty 
of the fourth count of the third charge. And such con- 
duct, on the part of the said Capt. Warrington, evincing 
a want of the vigour and activity requisite in the situation 
in which he was placed, being uubecoming his character 
as an Officer, and in breach of the Articles of War, the 
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Conrt doth, in virtue th^eof, sentence him, the said 
Capt. William Heniy Wamn^on, of the 3rd regiment 
of dragoon guards, to he ccishiered, 

H. Fane, Lieutenant^Oeneral and President. 
A. Thompson, Deputy Judge Advocate. 

The Court submitted to the Throne, an earnest and 
forcible recommendation in favour of Capt. Warrington. 
The srounds of that recommendation are described to 
have been, — 

" 1. The extremely difficult situation in which an inexperienced 
young man was placed, -^between a military superior and civil 
authorities,— both acting so as to perplex and paralyze him. 

** 2. That his oflfonees were errors of Judgment, aot proceeding 
from want of zeal to do his duty. 

** S. That when under proper command, both at Bristol and 
elsewhere, ample evidence had been adduced of Capt. Warring- 
ton's active and proper discharge of his duties^ 

*• 4. That the strongest testimonies to his general character 
were laid before the Court, by several officers of high rank, and 
others, under whom he had served.'* 

His Msgesty uras graciously pleased to authorise Capt. 
Warrington to dispose of his commission at the regu- 
lated value. By the regulations promulgated from the 
War-Office, it appears fliat the full price of a Captain's 
commission in tne dragoon ffuards, dragoims, lancers, 
aud hussars, is £8,225; the difference in value between 
the several commissions in succession to that of Captain 
is £2,035 ; and the difference between full and half-pay, 
£1,035. Capt. W. was promoted to a troop in the 3rd 
dragoon guards in June, 1830. He had previously had 
the rank of Lieutenant in the same corps for three or 
four years. The 3rd was much distinguished at Tala- 
vera, Vittoria, and other places in the Peninsula. 
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